
Equality for All 
Roundtable 

June is many things to many 
people. Father’s Day is in June, and 
so is Juneteenth, our newest federal 
holiday. June is Pride Month, marking 
the anniversary of the Stonewall 
Uprising. 

In recognition of Pride Month, and 
the fact that so many marginalized 
people are worried for their safety, there 
will be an Equality for All Roundtable 
on June 14.  If you are concerned for 
your safety as a woman, an immigrant, 
a person of color, an LGBTQ+ person, 
or a person with a disability, come 
share your experiences and search for 
solutions. Local and area leaders will 
be there, including Phillip Miner and 
Lucia Sanchez. 

A free, welcoming event, the 
Equality for All Roundtable will be 
held on Saturday, June 14, at 2:30 
p.m. in the community room of Faith 
Presbyterian Church, 2738 SE State 
Road 21, Melrose. This is midway 
between Melrose and Keystone 
Heights. For further information, call 
386-972-4324.

Melrose Art Walk
The fi rst Friday Art Walk begins at 6 

p.m. on June 6. “Southern Refl ections” 
will highlight the work of artist 
Alyson Tucker whose paintings of 
land and seascapes capture the essence 
of Southern living, according to the 
Mossman Muse. Mossman Hall hosts 
the event. Come enjoy conversation, 
music, shopping and delicious food. 

2025 Kingsley 
Kids Reunion

This year’s Kingsley Kids Reunion 
will take place Saturday, June 14, 
beginning at noon. The event is for 
those who grew up at Kingsley Lake, 
but all are invited for an opportunity 
to see friends you haven’t seen since 
school. There is no charge to attend, but 
donations of prepared food, appetizers 
or soft drinks are appreciated. For 
more information, please contact 
Doug Combs at 904-533-2921.

Assistance for 
veterans

An American Legion Post 56 
Service Offi cer is available to assist 
veterans by providing information 
concerning available benefi ts and 
other needs.  Walk-ins are available at 
the American Legion Hall on Edwards 
Road in Starke every Wednesday and 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., or call 
Al Hunter at 407-494-9694 for an 
appointment.
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Second graders christen county’s 
street sweeper

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

 Clay County offi cials recently unveiled a new street sweeper which was 
named after second graders at Tynes Elementary School.

“Sweep Dreams” won the competition among county students. Other entries 
included Lil’ Scrubby, The Sweeper-ella Express, Sweeptimus Prime.

County offi cials said the sweeper is a much-anticiated addition to Clay County’s 
fl eet —  the loud, vacuum-type truck helps make the county’s roads safer, it 
reduces road debris that could cause tire damage, and improves the stormwater 
quality, and that helps improve the county’s waterways.

Last month, county offi cials, including Lake Region commissioner Betsy 
Condon, visited the elementary campus to congratulate students, show off the 
new equipment and teach them about local government. 

1 injured in Melrose traffi c crash
BY JENN SAMSEL

Special to the Monitor
A severe multi-car accident has left one person with serious injuries, and 

everyone else walking away unscathed, causing road closures on State Road and 
U.S. 301 in Melrose. 

The accident happened at 9:55 a.m. on Saturday, June 2, west of  Melrose. 
According to the Melrose Fire Department, three vehicles and fi ve people were 

involved in the accident. 
One person was transported with serious injuries. 
“Fortunately, it was a miracle that no one was critically injured, given the 

accident’s severity,” said one fi re offi cial. 
The incident led to lane closures in the area. It is unknown at this time what 

caused the accident.

See Lake Region news insideSee Lake Region news inside

Melrose Fire Department loaning life vests

See inside for moreSee inside for more

Keystone Elementary’s Selina Jones Keystone Elementary’s Selina Jones 
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Union County Football Coach FiredUnion County Football Coach Fired
See SportsSee Sports

Clay Electric rates increasing in June
BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

 Clay Electric Cooperative said that starting in June, members will see a $3 
increase in the Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) and a $3 increase in the Access 
Charge.

“This change is driven by several factors,” the co-op said in a news release, 
“including material costs, which have surged — transformer prices are up over 
200 percent since 2019, and overhead wire costs are up 121 percent. Supply 
chain uncertainties have also led the co-op to triple its inventory value to ensure 
a quick response when needed.”

The utility added that natural gas prices, which directly impact the PCA, 
continue to rise. 

“On top of that,” the co-op said, “last summer’s hurricanes caused over $20 
million in damage. While we expect around $15 million in FEMA reimbursement, 
a signifi cant cost remains.”

The nonprofi t said that General Manager and CEO Ricky Davis fi rst discussed 
the potential change at the Annual Meeting in March. 

“These adjustments help ensure Clay Electric can maintain reliability, manage 
ongoing cost pressures, and support long-term stability,” the co-op said.

Clay County offi cials, including (right) Commissioners Betsy 
Condon and Alexandra Compere visit Tynes Elementary with the 

county’s new street sweeper, Sweep Dreams. 

Pangborn Ice Cream opens in KH

BY JENN SAMSEL
Special to the Monitor

On Saturday, May 24, Pangborn’s grand opening took place, attracting many 
people eager to try out the new ice cream shop in Keystone Heights. 

There are various ice cream fl avors, including non-dairy and sugar-free options 
and banana splits, shakes, brownies, cones, and more. 

Owner Keight Hatch said the Pangborns lived in the Keystone Heights Inn 
soon after the city was founded.  During this time, they worked alongside the 
Lawrence family and were infl uential in developing the original City of Keystone 
Heights.

 “While helping to establish the City, they built a business and contributed 
to the people of Keystone Heights,” said Hatch. “Mr. Pangborn served as a 
fi reman and basketball coach at Keystone Heights High School. To honor one of 
the founding families of Keystone Heights, we established an ice cream parlor 
in the house they built, bearing their family name, Pangborn Ice Cream, and 
implemented the Community Scoop program.” 

The Community Scoop program gives back 5% of the gross sales right to the 
heart of our community. 

Just like the Pangborns envisioned, Hatch and his wife Patricia are on a mission 
to uplift the city and enrich the lives of its residents. 

“Our motto is,” Hatch said, “At Pangborn Ice Cream, every scoop helps the 
Community.” 

The staff at Keystone’s Pangborn Ice Cream- Ashlyn Brown,
 Erik Fehley,  Samm Fehley, Keith Hatch, Patricia Hatch and 

 Emma Miller
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We Are Hiring Class-A CDL
Drivers in Starke, FL!

Employment Incennves: 
Home Every Night

Benefits Starrng from Day One
401(k) Reerement Savings Plan

  Work Boot Allowance
Company-Paid Life Insurance

Scan the QR code to visit our R. J. Corman
Careers page or apply on Indeed.

NOW HIRING! 

R. J. Corman is an Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) and Affirmative Action employer committed to a safe and drug-free workplace. 
R. J. Corman performs pre-employment criminal background checks and substance abuse testing, 

including urine drug tests to detect the presence of illegal drugs.

After spending the past 10 years in south Florida 
working at Sarasota Memorial Hospital, Dr. Montoya 
is settling down on a farm in the Bradford County 
area. Montoya is a graduate of Creighton University 
School of Medicine in Omaha, Neb. Over his nearly 
20-year medical career, he has worked in Nebraska 
and Florida at several hospitals, emergency rooms 
and medical centers performing minor surgical 
procedures and overseeing clinical care of patients.
His calling to medicine came after a stint as a 
financial and investment adviser and service in the 
military. He is a decorated U.S. Navy veteran, who 
operated nuclear-powered submarines in 
San Diego, California.

WITH FOUR LOCATIONS, OUR MEDICAL 
PROFESSIONALS ARE COMMITTED TO YOU.

WITH FOUR LOCATIONS, OUR MEDICAL WITH FOUR LOCATIONS, OUR MEDICAL 

Serving Clay, Bradford and Union Counties
and Surrounding Areas for more than 20 years.

Call Us Today • www.VillageDrs.com

Dr. Paul Montoya, MD starts June 2nd in our Starke location!

K E Y STO N E  H E I G H TS
100 S. Lawrence Blvd.

Keystone Heights,  FL 32656
352-473-9373

K E Y STO N E  H E I G H TS
175  N. Lawrence Blvd.

Keystone Heights,  FL 32656
 352-473-3199

STA R K E
345 W. Madison St.

Starke,  FL 32091
904-964-5455

L A K E  B U T L E R
155  S.E. 6th Place

Lake Butler,  FL 32054
386-496-1236

Clay

Bradford

Union

• Septic Tank Pump Out
• Liftstation
• Septic System Inspection
• Septic & DF Installation
• Sump Pumps & More CFC 1428926

(904) 964-3737

• Residential & Commercial
• Service Repairs
• Repipe
• Water Heater
• New Construction & More!
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• Service Repairs
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• Water Heater
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• Septic System Inspection • Repipe
• Water Heater
• New Construction & More!

Scan the QR 
code for our

Google 
Reviews:

TEAL TILE TEAL TILE 
Local Flooring Specialists • Over 40 Years

Free Estimates
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Sales • Service • Installation

• Vinyl • Carpet 
• Ceramic Tile

• Hardwood &
• Laminate Floors

904-964-7423

Visit Our
Showroom!

M-F 8:30 am – 5:30 pm
Saturdays by Appointment

131 N. Cherry Street
Starke, FL 32091

DISCOUNT PRICING POWER 
OF OVER 1,400 STORES!! 

131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry StreetHardwood & 131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street

CARPET
as low as
.69¢ SF

SHEET VINYL
as low as
.59¢ SF

WOOD-LOOK
TILE

as low as
$ 1.29 SF

25% OFF
ALL CARPET 

& VINYL 
REMNANTS

90 Days Financing
Same As Cash ‚ No Interest

We wi ll beat all
competitor pricing!

SHEET VINYL
VINYL PLANK

as low as
.89¢ SFCall for DIY 

specials!

THANK YOUTHANK YOU 
for allowing us the opportunity to for allowing us the opportunity to 

serve you for the last 46 years.serve you for the last 46 years.
12 months interest free 
financing on approved credit.

Local Flooring Specialists • since 1976

THA N K  YO UTHA N K  YO U
f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 

s e r v e  y o u  f o r  t h e  l a s t  s e r v e  y o u  f o r  t h e  l a s t  4 84 8  y e a r s . y e a r s .

904-964-5451 REGULAR SCHEDULE!

Lilo & Stitch
Kid Show 6/4 

(All seats $5 include popcorn and drink) 

10AM, 1PM, and 3:45PM

Ballerina
Lilo & Stitch
FRIDAY 6/6
7:00 & 9:30

The Karate Kid
Lilo & Stitch

Wednesday 6/4
6:30

Lilo & Stitch
Kid Show 6/5

(All seats $5 include popcorn and drink) 

10AM, 1PM, and 3:45PM

The Karate Kid
Lilo & Stitch

THURsday 6/5
6:30

Ballerina
Lilo & Stitch

SATURDAY 6/7 
4:00 & 7:00

Ballerina
Lilo & Stitch
SUNDAY 6/8 

4:00 & 7:00

Vacation Bible 
Study at New 
Bethel

New Bethel Missionary 
Baptist Church will host its 
annual Vacation Bible Study 
from June 4–6 from 6 to 7:30 
p.m. each evening. The sessions 
will take place in the church’s 
fellowship hall, located at 901 
Keller St. in Starke. Attendees 
can look forward to Bible study, 
games, arts and crafts, and dinner 
each night.

A VBS Picnic will follow on 
June 7 from 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
at Camp Blanding’s Over the 
Hill Pavilion, featuring games 
and lunch for all participants.

The event is sponsored by 
New Bethel Missionary Baptist 
Church’s “Diamonds in the 
Rough Ministry.”
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Starke 
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to the Father but through me” John 14:6to the Father but through me” John 14:6to the Father but through me”
Starke 904-964-6078

Lake Butler 386-496-3079

Southland Surveying & Mapping, Inc.
Professional land surveying and 

mapping services since 1975mapping services since 1975
www.SouthlandSurvey.com

386-496-3107
Licensed AL, FL, GA
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Distinguished Caring Service for Over 50 Years
Joe Gallagher - Owner
Starke 904-964-6200

Keystone Heights 352-473-3176

www.georgerober tsins.com

REACH TENS OF THOUSANDS
of LOCAL CUSTOMERS

in OUR TRI-COUNTY REGION 
EVERY WEEK • COST EFFECTIVE

Call Beth or John Ryan at
904-964-6305

THE ORIGINAL BRADFORD • UNION • CLAY COUNTIES

REGIONAL CHURCH DIRECTORY
Supported by Nearby Local Businesses, Services & Merchants

who encourage you to

Worship in the house of the Lord...Somewhere this week! 

FirstUMC.cc

YOUR CHURCH, FAITH 
ORGANIZATION, BUSINESS 

OR MESSAGE HERE TO REACH 
THOUSANDS IN THE TRI-

COUNTY AREA

Join & Share :  NEW
Blessings from Above

Sponsored Section!
Contact John Ryan or Darlene
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www.communitystatebank-fl.com
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Madison Street Baptist Church
Sunday: Worship 10 a.m. • LifeGroups 11:15 a.m.

Wednesday: Awana 6:15 p.m. • Students & 
Adults 6:30 p.m. 

900 W. Madison Street • Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-7557 • www.madisonstreet.org

REACH TENS OF THOUSANDS
of LOCAL CUSTOMERS

in OUR TRI-COUNTY REGION 
EVERY WEEK • COST EFFECTIVE

Call Beth or John Ryan at
904-964-6305

THE ORIGINAL BRADFORD • UNION • CLAY COUNTIES

REGIONAL CHURCH DIRECTORY
Supported by Nearby Local Businesses, Services & Merchants

who encourage you to

Worship in the house of the Lord...Somewhere this week! 

FirstUMC.cc

YOUR CHURCH, FAITH 
ORGANIZATION, BUSINESS 

OR MESSAGE HERE TO REACH 
THOUSANDS IN THE TRI-

COUNTY AREA

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2738 SR 21 •  Midway

Melrose, FL 32666
352-575-1701

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.

Join & Share :  NEW
Blessings from Above

Sponsored Section!
Contact John Ryan or Darlene

904-964-6305

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship • 10:00AM
4900 NW 182nd Way • Starke

(904)-964-8855

LCMS

GoodShepherdLCMSStarke.org

FIRST CHURCH OF STARKE
200 N. Walnut St. • Starke

(904) 964-6864
FirstUMC.cc

Proud to Sponsor

Starke
Lake Butler
Interlachen

REGIONAL OUTREACH HERE
thousands weekly
904.964.6305

classads@bctelegraph.com

200 N. Walnut St. • Starke
(904) 964-6864
foundationchurch.cc

info@foundationchurch.cc

FOUNDATION CHURCH

Come Experience Jesus!
Service Times:

Thursday 7 p.m. 
Sunday 10 a.m. 
2324 State Road 16 NE 

Starke, FL 32091

(904) 452-1202

REGIONAL OUTREACH HERE • thousands weekly • 904.964.6305 
classads@bctelegraph.com

LAWTEY CHURCH OF GOD
U.S. 301 South • Lawtey, FL 32058

Sunday: 11:00 AM
Wednesday: 7:00 PM

Exalting the Saviour • Edifying the Saints
Evangelizing the Sinners

lawteychurchofgod@yahoo.com

The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you information 
about our qualifications and experience.

• Personal Injury
• Divorce and Family
• Bankruptcy
• Criminal Law
• Auto Accidents
• Real Estate
• Traffic/DUI
• Wills, Trusts, Probate
• Estate Planning

Melrose Fire Department loaning 
water vests

BY JENN SAMSEL
Special to the Monitor

On Saturday, June 2, the 
Melrose Volunteer Fire 
Department unveiled its new 
life vest program. The initiative 
aims to enhance safety and 
promote water safety awareness 
within the community.  

At a kickoff event, fi refi ghters 
took the lead in demonstrating 
safety procedures for the vests. 
They carefully assisted some 
children in putting on brightly 

colored life vests, ensuring a 
snug fi t for maximum safety.  

The fi refi ghters explained 
the importance of the vests and 
provided detailed instructions 
on how to use them effectively. 
The kids listened intently as they 
practiced buckling the straps and 
learning how to fl oat properly. 

“Today we’re putting out our 
Life Jacket Loaner Program 
Stand that we got through the 
Sea Tow Foundation at the 
Melrose Bay Park to serve 
individuals in our community 
in our waterways,” said Joshua 
Florence, Public Information 
Offi cer, Firefi ghter, EMT.  “We 
started the program because 
we’ve had multiple water-related 
fatalities in our area and are 
helping with our water rescue 
team. We found that if we have 
items available for individuals to 
use before they even need to call 
us, we can help the community 
even more by reducing drowning 
risk. We plan on having more of 
these loaner life vests through all 
the water areas,” he said 

Community members can 
visit the loaner life vest stand 
at Melrose Bay Park, which 
is primarily for the use of 
individuals involved in boating. 
Boaters can take a life vest from 
the stand, use it while on the 
water, and then return it to the 
stand when fi nished. This system 
allows the next person to borrow 
the vest.  

According to Florence, 
“Eighty-seven percent of all 
drownings were from individuals 
who were not wearing a life 
vest. Something like this can 
signifi cantly reduce the risk and 
help us all have a great, safe 
summer and time out on the 
water.” 

“I fully support the program 
and the work that has been put 
into this program, and hope it 
benefi ts the community in saving 
lives,” said Chief Kevin Mobley. 

The life vests will be available 
from March to September during 
boating season. 

Keystone 
Elementary’s 
Selina Jones 
concludes 
21 years of 
inspiring 
minds

BY AMBER J. CRAFT
Special to the Monitor

After more than two decades 
of nurturing curiosity, building 
confi dence, and championing 
student success, Keystone 
Heights Elementary School is 
bidding a fond farewell to a 
treasured educator. Selina Jones, 
a dedicated teacher who has 
guided students across grade 
levels for 21 years, is offi cially 
retiring.

Though her teaching career 
began later in life, Jones’ journey 
into education was anything but 
accidental. She originally earned 
her degree as a paralegal and 
spent a few years in the legal 
fi eld. 

“I worked as a paralegal for 
about three years,” she recalled. 

But everything changed when 
she became a stay-at-home mom 
after the birth of her children.

“After having my fi rst child, I 
stayed home, and then I had my 
second child and stayed home. 
And then we moved here, and 
I started volunteering in the 
classroom,” she said. 

What began as a way to 
be involved in her children’s 
education quickly grew into 
something more.

“I got hired as an aide, and 
then I took the test and got hired 
to teach,” Jones explained. “It 
was really just falling in love 
with the whole environment.”

Taught fi rst, fourth, 
and fi fth grades

From that moment on, the 
classroom became her home 
away from home. Over the years, 
Jones has taught fourth, fi rst, 
and fi fth grades, shaping young 
minds in English Language Arts, 
social science, and writing. Her 
classroom has always been a 
space of warmth, safety, and 
inspiration.

She credits her passion for 
creating a safe and encouraging 
learning space as the core of her 

teaching style. 
“I like to create that safe 

environment of no fear of 
failure for students,” she said. 
“Watching kids go ‘oh!’ when 
something would click for them. 
It’s the best sound a teacher can 
hear.”

Jones brought her love of 
mystery thrillers—sparked by a 
childhood fondness for Nancy 
Drew—into the classroom, 
igniting a passion for reading 
in many of her students. Her 
hobbies even became part of 
her lessons. With a green thumb 
and a nurturing spirit, she fi lled 
her classroom with plants that 
the children helped care for, 
teaching them responsibility and 
giving them a daily connection to 
nature.

Her approach to education was 
as much about connection as it 
was about content. 

“They’re so surprised that you 
buy groceries from the grocery 
store, or ‘oh my gosh, Mrs. 
Jones, you’re buying gas?’” she 
laughed. “Because they only 
know you inside the classroom.” 

That sense of wonder, of 
seeing teachers as whole people, 
became part of the magic in her 
teaching.

As she prepares to close this 
chapter, Jones says what she’ll 
miss most is the joy of seeing 
her students succeed—those 
lightbulb moments and little 
victories that defi ne a school 
year. She’ll also deeply miss her 
fellow teachers.

“I’ll miss my colleagues, 
defi nitely,” she said with a smile. 
“And all those sweet people in 

the front offi ce!”

Road trips and 
library days

Jones lives in Melrose with 
her husband, and retirement 
means more time to enjoy life 
beyond the school bell. First on 
the list? A long-awaited road 
trip to Maine. 

“It’s something we’ve 
wanted to do for a while,” she 
said. And while the destinations 
are exciting, the newfound 
freedom of an open schedule 
truly excites her.

She’s also looking forward 
to spontaneous weekday visits 
to Tallahassee, where she can 
spend time with her daughter 
and granddaughter. And for a 
lifelong book lover, the dream 
of a library day is right around 
the corner. 

“I’m excited to go to the 
library in the middle of the day, 
check out 15 books, and read 
them all,” she said.

Advice for others
Even as she steps away from 

the classroom, Jones remains 
a passionate advocate for 
education. Her advice to new 
teachers? “Take advantage of 
professional development classes 
and become a lifelong learner.” 

And to those nearing 
retirement? Her encouragement 
is simple but profound: “Keep 
doing what you’re doing.”

Selina Jones

(L-r) Melrose Firefi ghters Douglas Paishon , Dawson Rosier, Chief Kevin Mobley and 
Joshua Florence 

Joshua Florence tightens a 
life vest on Nathan Lewis

Clay County names volunteer of the year
BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

Clay County Commissioners 
honored Barbara Cornett in May as 
the Clay County Volunteer of the 
Year during a Clay County Board 
of County Commissioners meeting. 

Commissioners also recognized 
eight outstanding nominees for their 
dedication to the county.

Cornett, a devoted educator 
and passionate advocate for 
the arts, dedicates her time to 
nurturing young artists from across 
Clay County. Her contributions 
include teaching budding artists 
at the Augusta Savage Arts and 
Community Center, teaching classes 
at the Green Cove Springs Library, 
and curating exhibition showcases. 
Overall, she’s spent more than 100 
hours volunteering her time to help 
others in Clay County.

Cornett’s dedicated time 
to children of all ages and all 
backgrounds curated not only 
unique pieces of art created by Clay 
County’s youngest residents, but it 
fostered an avenue for expression. 
Her nominators said her students 
came from all backgrounds, and 
some had never experienced a 
formal art class or been allowed 
to freely express themselves. 
Cornett empowered students to use 
their creative discoveries without 
limitation or judgment and feel at 
home while doing so.

In addition to her classroom 
instruction, Cornett curated 
student exhibitions in public 
places, including the Clay County 
Courthouse, and at community 
events like the CalaVida Festival. 
Her work provided countless 
children with their fi rst opportunities 
to see their art celebrated in public 
spaces.

The Clay County Board of 
County Commissioners is proud 
to recognize Cornett’s selfl ess 
dedication and lasting contributions 
to the cultural and educational 
growth of the community.

In 2024, 2,817 people 
volunteered 23,385 hours of their 
time throughout the county. That 
equates to $743,643.

These volunteers work in areas 
like the County’s animal shelter, 
Parks and Recreation, libraries, 
community cleanups, at nonprofi ts, 
and much more that directly 
make an impact on the county’s 
communities.

Commissioners appreciate the 
work that each and every one of 
them does for the county, and they 
also want to recognize their friends, 
family, county departments, and 
nonprofi ts who took the time to 
nominate them.

If you’d like to get involved, 
there are many opportunities 
available! Find out more on 
our website:https://volunteer.
claycountygov.com/need/.

Clay County Commissioners honored Barbara Cornett 
(center) in May as the Clay County Volunteer of the Year 
during a Clay County Board of County Commissioners 

meeting. 



4 Telegraph, Times & Monitor • Thursday, June 5, 2025

Featured Listings From Your Local Realtors!

FIND 
YOUR 

DREAM 
HOME
TODAY!

Marty & Lisa Shaw
904-964-9222
415 E Call St, 
Starke, FL 32091

For Sale!For Sale! 1510 Patmarlin Street
Starke, FL 32091

Marty & Lisa ShawMarty & Lisa Shaw

1510 Patmarlin Street
MLS #2082126

“Absolutely amazing to work with MeLissa. 
Her professionalism, market knowledge, 

prompt attention to all matters makes her 
a true professional who cares about the 
service she provides. Thanks MeLissa!”MeLissa Pellerito 

352-494-1829 call/text
mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S Lawrence Blvd • Ste 1
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

MLS #2073542

a true professional who cares about the 
service she provides. Thanks MeLissa!”

mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S Lawrence Blvd • Ste 1
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

7700 Clover Lane
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Featured Listings From Your Local Realtors!Featured Listings From Your Local Realtors!
For Sale!For Sale!

Matt Morris 
904-415-1629
2518 State Rd 21, 
Melrose, FL 32666

Featured Listings From Your Local Realtors!Featured Listings From Your Local Realtors!Featured Listings From Your Local Realtors!Featured Listings From Your Local Realtors!Featured Listings From Your Local Realtors!

MLS #2085792

2518 State Rd 21, 
Melrose, FL 32666

13561 ARNOLD RHODEN Road, 
Glen St. Mary, FL 32040For Sale!For Sale!

“Their knowledgeable and 
professional attitude is a 
winning combination.”winning combination.”

13561 ARNOLD RHODEN Road, 

Drageset Team 
352-339-3649
4011 NW 43rd St, 
Gainesville, FL 32606

For Sale!For Sale!

MLS #GC530942

6480 NW 109TH PL
Alachua, FL  32615

“Buying a house with Danette and 
Daniel was a fantastic experience. 

They thoughtfully communicated with 
us throughout the whole process, and 
were there to answer any of our many 
questions. I definitely recommend the 

Drageset Team to anyone 
buying or selling.”

Justis Smith
352-258-4619
100 E Nightingale St.
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

For Sale!For Sale!

Keystone Heights, FL 32656

4234 Oak Forest Ln,
Keystone Heights, FL

justis@southland-realty.com

Keystone Heights, FLKeystone Heights, FLKeystone Heights, FL

• Open Kitchen
• Bonus Room
• Fireplace

• Screened, Enclosed Porch
• Workshop
• Wooded View

MLS #11507752

Lawtey negotiates agreement over fi re assessment
BY MELISSA PYLE

Special to the Telegraph
There was much anticipation 

surrounding Lawtey’s June 
council meeting due to recent 
news the county could consider 
removing the personnel and 
trucks from the Lawtey Fire 
Department if the council 
couldn’t come to an agreement 
with the county on its special 
assessment. 

County Commissioner 
Carolyn Spooner addressed the 
council and the public to assure 
them that the county wants 
everyone to work together for 
the betterment of Bradford. She 
was open to any questions about 
the proposed fi re assessment and 
offered her input throughout the 
meeting. 

Councilman Joshua Bell took 
the fl oor to address Bradford 
Fire Rescue Chief Ben Carter 
over the fi re assessment. Bell 
asked how it is not double taxing 
the city’s residents to add a fee 
if they’re already paying taxes 
to the city. Carter responded by 
saying it’s a valid argument when 
people outside the city limits will 
only be paying one assessment 
to the county. Bell was not the 
only council member to have 
questions for Carter and Spooner 
over the fi re assessment fees.  

Members were frustrated 
over what they felt was a poor 
portrayal of the city in a recent 
commission meeting and a sense 
they were being given an unfair 
ultimatum.   Councilwoman 
Amy Blom took issue with the 
statement that “Lawtey was just 
a building”. Blom addressed 
Carter and said “We don’t have 
just a building” as she proceeded 
to share the fi nancial costs the 
city of Lawtey has spent for the 
department. 

Since February 2020, the city 

has paid out over $101,000 for 
the fi re department. Blom said 
things such as new appliances 
and fl ooring were also paid for 
by the city and weren’t included 
in the $101,000 fi gure. The city 
still has the fi re department in its 
budget and pays for all utilities 
associated with the station and 
some repairs.   Lawtey also gifted 
a truck to the county, but the 
vehicle requires $50k in repairs. 

Blom said it is not fair for 
residents within the city limits 
to have to pay three taxes. 
Explaining part of the residents’ 
county tax bill goes to the fi re 
department, part of the city taxes 
go to the fi re department, and 
now a fi re assessment would be 
a third way residents would be 
taxed.   

Chief Carter responded to 
Blom by clarifying that his 
statement about Lawtey being 
“just a building” wasn’t meant to 
demean the city’s contributions 
to the fi re department. He said it 
was in response to the question, 
“What equipment does Lawtey 
have?” and explained that the 
city doesn’t own the equipment, 
just the building 

“It was not my intent to say 
that Lawtey does not contribute 
to the fi re department. You 
certainly do. It’s been a great 
partnership,” he said. 

Carter went on to remind the 
council that prior to the county 
taking over the station, they were 
still paying bills associated with 
the station when it was an all-
volunteer station, but he says he 
does see the points about double 
taxation on city residents. 

Assessing fi nancial 
and safety costs 

 Blom expressed her frustration 
with the delay memorandum of 

understanding between the city 
and county and the assessment, 
but said it was due to the council 
awaiting more information from 
the county on the fi nal numbers. 
Blom asked if there was time 
to review a new MOU in which 
the city no longer pays for the 
utilities and repairs associated 
with the station. 

 City attorney Dan Sikes 
requested time from the mayor 
to question the chief about the 
repercussions of the city not 
signing the fi re assessment 
agreement. Sikes asked, “What’s 
the penalty if we don’t sign it?” 

Carter said that the commission 
could move the resources to 
Heilbronn Springs. Sikes said, 
“That would effectively remove 
any fi re protection from the north 
end of the county … because we 
[the city] defi ed the county?”  
Sikes also asked if the citizens 
of Heilbronn Springs would be 
paying more than the city of 
Lawtey in fees. 

Carter said no, the argument is 
for the city of Lawtey to opt in 
to the fees. All county residents 
will receive the fi re assessment 
bill, but if the city opts out, the 
residents within city limits will 
not be paying those fees. Sikes 
said it seems that the county 
would be “punishing the city,’ 
and by default punishing the 
residents in north Bradford who 
would not have fi re or emergency 
services within a safe distance. 

 Spooner interjected and 
said the county does not want 
Lawtey to lose fi re services and 
their intent is to work together 
to resolve the problem. She 
suggested the council members 
have an emergency meeting with 
the chief to address the MOU and 
make adjustments.  

Council member Virginia 
Warner stressed the dire 
consequences of not having a 

fi re department, one of which 
is obtaining and retaining 
homeowners’ insurance. 
Councilwoman Debra Norman 
expressed deep concerns over 
the human toll. She said the sheer 
volume of traffi c on U.S. 301 
calls for an emergency response 
team to be in proximity in case of 
wrecks. Another example of the 
human cost was the proximity 
of the station to the school and 
the prison, both needing fi re and 
emergency services.  

Norman shared that many 
citizens have told her they can’t 
afford another expense in their 
budget. Spooner responded by 
explaining there will be ways to 
assist citizens and if someone is 
below the poverty line, they will 
not have to pay. 

Ultimately, the council voted 
to hold an emergency meeting 
on June 16 to rework the existing 
MOU to state the city will no 
longer pay the station’s utilities 
or repairs in exchange for the 
city opting into the county’s 
proposed assessment fee of $167 
per year, per household. (This 
amount has yet to be fi nalized.) 
This will remove the double 
dipping council members felt the 
city’s residents would be facing 
if adjustments are not made and 
will ensure the station in Lawtey 
stays open. 

The timing of the last-minute 
agreement was even more 
celebratory when Chief Carter 
presented the city with one 
of the new engines acquired 
by the county through state 
appropriations. Carter said the 
new engines come at no cost to 
the county and one will be going 
to the Lawtey station.

Art Walk in 
Melrose

The fi rst Friday Art Walk 
begins at 6 p.m. on June 6. 
“Southern Refl ections” will 
highlight the work of artist 
Alyson Tucker whose paintings 
of land and seascapes capture 
the essence of Southern living, 
according to the Mossman Muse. 
Mossman Hall hosts the event. 
Come enjoy conversation, music, 
shopping and delicious food. 

2025 Kingsley 
Kids Reunion

This year’s Kingsley Kids 
Reunion will take place Saturday, 
June 14, beginning at noon. The 
event is for those who grew up 
at Kingsley Lake, but all are 
invited for an opportunity to see 
friends you haven’t seen since 
school. There is no charge to 
attend, but donations of prepared 
food, appetizers or soft drinks are 
appreciated.

For more information, please 
contact Doug Combs at 904-533-
2921.2

McDonald’s 
grants support 
programs 
serving K-12

Applications are now open 
for the 2025 McDonald’s 
Golden Grants program. To 
apply, eligible entities can visit 
mcdgoldengrants.com/florida 
through October 10.  

McDonald’s Owner/Operators 
across South Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida will be selecting 
deserving educators, nonprofi t 
organizations, and the like, who 

represent programs that fuel 
the imagination, education and 
growth of students, as recipients 
of a McDonald’s Golden Grant. 
Entering its fi fth year, the 
program has awarded $400,000 
in its fi rst four years.  

In 2024, eleven grants were 
awarded throughout south 
Georgia and north Florida. This 
year, grants will be awarded 
in the amounts of $10,000, 
$5,000, $2,500 and $1,000 
based on creativity and hands-on 
application of projects. 

Qualifying activities include 
arts programs, education 
initiatives, mentorship and 
empowerment programs, after-
school programs, community 
service, sports activities, and 
technology. 

Recipients of a Golden Grant 
will be announced in October 
2025.

Church of 
God food 
distribution

Starke Church of God by Faith 
and Farm Share’s upcoming 
food distributions will take 
place on Thursday, June 5 and 
19, and Thursday, July 3, from 
10 a.m. to noon. This is a drive-
thru distribution. The church 
is located at 730 Old Lawtey 
Road in Starke. (Distribution 
could start early depending on 
delivery.)

Foster, 
adoption 
classes 

Looking to make a difference 
in the community? Call 
Partnership for Strong Families 
today at 352-213-7219 to enroll 
in a foster and adoption class for 
parents.
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The Matthews Museum
(Bradford County Museum)

 Needs Volunteers!

To find out more

Contact: Chuck Kramer
(904) 964-5001  or  (904) 364-6977

* Show visitors around the museum. 
* Share interesting facts about Bradford County. 

* All of this in a climate controlled location. 
* Students can earn Community Service Points.

The Matthews Museum
(Bradford County Museum)

 Needs Volunteers!

To find out more

Contact: Chuck Kramer
(904) 964-5001  or  (904) 364-6977

* Show visitors around the museum. 
* Share interesting facts about Bradford County. 

* All of this in a climate controlled location. 
* Students can earn Community Service Points.

Clay sheriff’s 
office teaches 
active shooter 
defense

BY JENN SAMSEL
Special to the Monitor

Clay County Sheriff Michelle 
Cook’s community outreach 
program, Sheriff’s Net, held 
a special presentation on 
Thursday, April 24, at the First 
Baptist Church in Keystone 
Heights. 

The Civilian Response Active 
Shooter Events (C.R.A.S.E.) 
presentation underscored the 
importance of community 
preparedness. 

The presentation was given 
by

Deputy Matt Edmonson. 
He showed a video of several 
scenarios and went in-depth on 
how to prepare. 

Each year, according to the 
sheriff’s office, there are about 
567 gun violence events in the 
US. Throughout the decades, 
gun violence in which the 
shooter has no connection with 
the victims has increased by 
64%. 

Fifty percent of attacks 
happen in businesses, 20% 
occur outdoors, and 15% in 
schools and at other events. 

Risk factors for active 
shooters are a history of 
violence, exposure to violence, 
substance abuse/dependence, 
mental illness, and a history of 
suicidal thoughts. 

Practical knowledge is key 
in an active shooter situation. 
Knowing where all the exits are 
is crucial. The 1 Avoid = Run, 2 

Deny = Hide, 3 Defend = Fight 
strategy provides a practical 
approach to survival. Remember, 
it’s always best to run. 

Things to remember: be aware 
of your surroundings, do not 
hesitate, such as freezing, and go 
to the closest, safe exit. 

The sheriff’s office held a 
large-scale active assailant 
training exercise earlier Thursday 
morning at the Thrasher-Horne 
Center in Orange Park. This 
exercise simulated a real-life 
active shooter situation, allowing 
law enforcement and emergency 

response teams to practice 
responding and coordinating in 
such a crisis.  

According to the sheriff’s 
office, “The simulated active 
shooter response is part of 
our ongoing commitment to 
preparedness and public safety.” 

In the event of such a situation, 
Stop the Bleed is a great program 
that teaches civilians how to 
stop victims from bleeding. 
Clay County Fire Rescue, in 
collaboration with other local 
agencies, offers classes on it.

Deputy Matt Edmonson 

Clay County breaks ground 
on new animal shelter

Clay County officials joined 
representatives from Chewy 
Health and Lincoln Memorial 
University on May 27 for a 
groundbreaking ceremony at the 
site of the county’s new Animal 
Services building in Middleburg. 
During the ceremony, Chewy 
Health pledged a $1 million 
donation—made in partnership 
with LMU—to support the 
construction of an innovative 
educational space within the new 
facility.

This specialized room, named 
the Chewy Health & Lincoln 
Memorial University Applied 
Learning Center, will serve as 
a mixed-use space for LMU 
veterinary students. Designed to 
deliver hands-on learning in a 
real-world shelter environment, 
the center will play a vital role 
in training the next generation of 
veterinarians in shelter medicine, 
handling techniques and clinical 
skills. The space will also be 
available for future community 
events and educational 

programming.
“The Chewy Health & LMU 

Applied Learning Center is a 
powerful example of what’s 
possible when education, 
innovation and community come 
together,” said Mita Malhotra, 
President of Chewy Health. “At 
Chewy Health, we are deeply 
committed to supporting the 
broader profession by expanding 
access to real-world, experiential 
learning. This pledge reflects our 
belief that investing in future 
veterinary leaders strengthens 
not just the profession, but also 
the wellbeing of the pets and 
communities they serve.”

The partnership between the 
Clay County Board of County 
Commissioners, Chewy Health, 
and the LMU College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Orange 
Park brings meaningful benefits 
to the region across multiple 
fronts. In addition to enhancing 
student training opportunities, 
the new facility will significantly 
expand the capacity of Clay 

County Animal Services, 
enabling staff to perform more 
advanced medical procedures 
and improving health outcomes 
for shelter pets.

“We’re proud to partner with 
Chewy Health and Clay County 
on a project that brings lasting 
benefits to both veterinary 
education and animal care in our 
community,” said Kim Carney, 
Dean of Lincoln Memorial 
University–College of 
Veterinary Medicine at Orange 
Park. “The Chewy Health 
and LMU Applied Learning 
Center will give our students 
valuable hands-on experience 
early in their training, while 
also supporting the vital work 
happening every day at Clay 
County Animal Services. At 
LMU, we’re committed to 
building strong community 
partnerships that create real 
opportunities for service, 
learning, and shared impact.”

The need for expanded services 
and infrastructure has grown in 

recent years as Clay County’s 
existing animal shelter—located 
in Green Cove Springs—has 
struggled with both capacity, 
and flooding risks during major 
storms. Despite these challenges, 
Clay County Animal Services 
continues to meets the state’s 
criteria of a no-kill shelter.

“We’re proud of the hard 
work our staff does each and 
every day for the animals in our 
care, and this partnership and 

new building will only augment 
those efforts,” said Clay County 
Commissioner Betsy Condon. 
“We’re not only building a 
shelter—we’re building more 
opportunities for our community, 
the animals in our county, and 
the aspiring veterinarians who 
will one day care for them.”

The new Clay County Animal 
Services building is expected to 
open in 2026. The Chewy Health 
& LMU Applied Learning 

Center will be an integral part of 
the facility from day one, serving 
as a key component of LMU 
veterinary students’ pre-clinical 
training. This space will provide 
hands-on experience during their 
first six semesters on the Orange 
Park campus, helping prepare 
them for practice.

Clay Electric 
Foundation 
approves 
grants for 
$165k in April, 
May

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

April
The Clay Electric Foundation 

approved 8 applications for April 
2025 in the amount of $89,500.

Fellowship Baptist Food 
Pantry - $8,000, (Union 
County)

Fellowship Baptist Church 
of Raiford offers a food pantry 
for those in need in surrounding 
counties. Grant funds will be 
applied to the purchase of a 
walk-in freezer.

 
Regional Food Bank of 

Northeast Florida - $10,000, 
(Putnam County)

Feeding Northeast Florida is 
the region’s largest food bank and 
hunger-relief network, working 
to establish food security across 
eight counties. Grant funds 
will go toward the Snack Pack 
Child Feeding Program, which 
provides food for children over 
the weekend.

 
Child Advocacy Center - 

$20,000, (Alachua County)
The Child Advocacy Center 

works with child victims to break 
the cycle of abuse by offering 
therapy and case management. 
Grant funds will help replace 
equipment used in forensic 
interviews.

 
National Association of 

Veterans and Families - 
$12,000, (Clay County)

The National Association of 
Veterans and Families helps 
veterans and their families 
understand and maximize the 
benefits they have earned from 
the Veterans Association. Funds 
from the grant will support 
the Senior Veterans in Crisis 
program.

 
NMB Organization - 

$14,500, (Alachua County)
The NMB Organization in 

Gainesville is dedicated to 
implementing positive youth 

programs, particularly targeting 
public housing communities. 
Grant funds will support the 
PATH program by providing 
funds for academic tutors and 
supplies.

Ascension St. Vincent - 
$5,000

(Clay County)
Ascension St. Vincent’s 

Foundation in Jacksonville is 
a not-for-profit, philanthropic 
organization that provides 
quality, compassionate 
healthcare to the community’s 
most vulnerable. Grant funds 
will support the Mobile Health 
Outreach Ministry in Clay 
County.

 
Food Pantry of Green 

Cove Springs - $15,000, (Clay 
County)

The Food Pantry is an all-
volunteer organization that 
provides Clay County with 
emergency food for families and 
individuals in need. Funds from 
the grant will be used to purchase 
nonperishable food items.

KMS Coyote Band Boosters, 
Inc. - $5,000 (Alachua County)

The Kanapaha Middle School 
Coyote Band Boosters supports 
band students in achieving 
their best as musicians. Grant 
funds will help purchase new 
instruments and uniforms.

May
The Clay Electric Foundation 

approved eight applications 
for May 2025 in the amount of 
$75,300.

Fort Clarke Middle School 
Band Boosters - $7,500, 
(Alachua County)

Fort Clarke Middle School 
Band Boosters is a group of 
volunteers who support the 
FCMS band program. Grant 
funds will help absorb the cost of 
student participation.

 
Child Evangelism Fellowship 

of Florida/Camp Good News - 
$10,000, (Putnam County)

Camp Good News, located 
in Hawthorne, is a day camp 
for children and youth. Funding 
from the grant will be applied to 
improvements to the property.

 

Communities in Schools in 
Bradford County - $15,000,  
(Bradford County)

Communities in Schools of 

Bradford County surrounds 
students with a community 
of support empowering them 
to stay in school and achieve 
in life. Funds will be used for 
programming to increase the 
graduation rate of Bradford 
County students.

Children’s Home Society - 
$7,800,  (All counties)

Children’s Home Society of 
Florida is committed to breaking 
the tragic cycle of child abuse 
and neglect. Funds from the grant 
will be used to provide academic 
support to help students reach 
grade promotion or achieve a 
diploma.

 
Clay County Rescue Mission 

- $15,000, (Clay County)
The Clay County Rescue 

Mission provides hope to 
families and individuals who 
need help with the basic needs of 
food, shelter and clothing. Grant 
funds will provide assistance in 
supplying those basic needs.

Here Tomorrow - $10,000, 
(Clay County)

Here Tomorrow strives to 
transform lives by building 
a community where mental 
healthcare is acceptable and 
accessible. Funding from the 
grant will provide therapy 
sessions for residents across 
Clay’s 15-county service 
territory.

 
Putnam County Caring 

Coalition - $5,000, (Putnam 
County)

The Putnam County Caring 
Coalition (PC3) addresses 
critical needs for Palatka’s 
unhoused through its year-round 
Temporary Overnight Safe 
Space. Grant funds will be used 
to purchase personal hygiene 
supply kits for the homeless.

 
St. Catherine’s Society of St. 

Vincent de Paul - $5,000, (Clay 
County)

The Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul at St. Catherine’s Catholic 
Church in Orange Park is an 
international organization of 
lay persons which allows men 
and women to join together in 
offering person-to-person service 
to the needy. Grant funds will 
be used to assist the needy with 
basic needs such as electric bills, 
water bills and rent costs.
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A.W.R 
Mobile Detailing & Pressure Wash

Cars • Trucks • RVs • Vans • Semi Trucks 
Dump Trucks • Farm Equipment

Call 
386-336-0669

Dukes 
retires after 
51 years 
in school 
system

BY AMBER J. CRAFT
Special to the Times

After nearly fi ve decades of 
service to the Union County 
School District, Eugene Dukes 
is stepping away from full-time 
work in education, but not from 
the community he has called 
home his entire life.

From walking the halls as a 
student to leading the district as 
superintendent, Dukes has worn 
nearly every hat in the Union 
County education system since 
1975. Teacher, principal, district 
administrator, coordinator, and 
superintendent—Dukes has 
done it all, and then some.

“I’ve done everything there 
is to do. Basically. I’ve been a 
teacher, been a principal. I’ve 
worked at the district offi ce, I’ve 
been superintendent of schools, 
and then the last few years I’ve 
worked in adult ed,” Dukes said 
in a recent interview. “I’m the 
director of testing, and we all 
wear a bunch of hats.”

His retirement marks 
the end of an era for Union 
County’s tight-knit education 
community, but not the end of 
Dukes’ impact.

A Life Rooted in 
Union County

Born and raised here, Dukes 
graduated from the very school 
where he would later serve as 
a principal and administrator. 
His family’s legacy in the area 
stretches back 12 generations, a 
fact he shares with pride.

“I went to school here too for 
12 years. My family’s been here 
12 generations,” Dukes said. “I 
went fi rst grade through 12th 
grade here, graduated in this 
same building right here [Union 
County High School], and then 
I went to the University of 
Florida and then I went to the 
University of North Florida.”

His blend of humility, humor, 
and heart has defi ned his 
approach to education over the 
decades. Colleagues describe 
him as a steadfast leader who 
always puts the needs of 
students and staff fi rst.

Leading with 
Vision, Leaving 
with Purpose

Dukes’ career spans 

transformative years in 
education—decades of shifting 
policies, growing student 
populations, and ever-evolving 
academic standards. Through it 
all, he remained a constant source 
of leadership and stability.

In recent years, he has shifted 
his focus toward adult education 
and testing. His current role as 
coordinator refl ects his continued 
commitment to helping people 
access education and opportunity 
at every stage of life.

However, even as he transitions 
out of the school district, Dukes 
is far from fi nished with public 
service.

“It’s surreal. I mean, at this 
point I haven’t really got used to 
it yet, but it’s my love,” Dukes 
said of retiring. “So, we’re going 
to continue. Like I said, I’m not 
going anywhere. I’m going to be 
around.”

Eyes on the 
Future: Workforce 
Development and 
Beyond

Dukes now serves on an 
executive board focused 
on regional workforce 
development—an area he 
believes is critical to the 
future of Union County and 
surrounding areas. The board is 
working to restructure workforce 
development regions in Florida, 
aiming to improve access to job 
training and placement services.

“We’re trying to make things 

better and easier to navigate for 
job seekers,” Dukes explained. 
“This is about creating real 
opportunities for people—
students and adults alike—to fi nd 
meaningful work and support 
their families.”

It’s a natural extension of his 
life’s work: empowering people 
through education.

His involvement in adult 
education and workforce 
development comes at a pivotal 
time. As economies evolve and 
the demand for skilled labor 
increases, Dukes sees great 
promise in regional collaboration 
and innovative workforce 
strategies.

A Lasting Legacy
Dukes’ departure from day-

to-day operations may mark the 
end of an extraordinary chapter, 
but the impact of his work will 
continue to shape the district for 
years to come.

He has been a mentor to 
generations of educators, a guide 
to administrators, and a friendly 
face for thousands of students. 
His leadership has left a mark 
not only on the school district 
but on the entire Union County 
community.

Perhaps most inspiring is his 
continued drive to serve.

“I’m not done,” he said. “I 
may be retiring from the school 
system, but I’m still going to be 
part of this community. There’s 
still work to be done.”

Eugene Dukes

Complaints about vagrants in vacant 
building

BY DAN 
HILDEBRAN

dan@bctelegraph.
com

Lake Butler offi cials 
talked about the need 
to enforce building 
codes for commercial 
properties and prevent 
vagrants from occupying 
vacant buildings. 

 Bo Bayer brought 
up the topic during the 
city commission’s May 
20 public comment 
period. He said that for 
two days recently, an 
overpowering odor was 
coming from a building 
formerly occupied by 
Sunrise Laundry. 

“I get my gas there,” 
Bayer said of Sunrise 
Grocery, which is next to the 
vacant structure. “I like the 
people, but that place in the back 
and the old little pizza place over 
there needs to have a door put on 
it. And around back needs to be 
cleaned up.”

Bayer added that during 
inclement weather, vagrants seek 
shelter in the building without a 
door.

Commissioner Joe Stephenson, 
who attended the meeting by 
telephone, said he had already 
talked to the property owner 
about the problem.

“I’ve talked to the owner of 
the Sunrise and told him that 
he needed to make an effort 

to get rid of all those people,” 
Stephenson said.  “I’ve talked 
to the owner…no less than four 
times, and he said he’ll take care 
of it. He would run out there. He 
would do something, and then 
the next day they’re back again.”

The commissioner added 
that the sheriff’s offi ce told 
him it cannot arrest people for 
trespassing without a complaint 
from the property owner. 

City Manager Kim Hayes 
told commission members she 
would talk to Sheriff’s Captain 
Lyn Williams for clarifi cation 
on enforcing trespassing and 
the possibility of posting “No 

Trespassing” signs on the 
property. 

City Attorney John E. Maines 
IV said the signs would allow 
law enforcement to bypass 
warning individuals before 
arresting them for trespassing. 

Commissioners said vagrants 
moving from building to 
building within Lake Butler 
is an ongoing problem, which 
some frequenting city parks 
after hours. 

Mayor Melissa Hendrix said 
one individual has, in the past, 
loitered at Fletcher Myers Park, 
the park next to City Hall. 

 Bo Bayer said that for two days recently, an overpowering 
odor was coming from a building formerly occupied by 

Sunrise Laundry. 

Lake Butler fi nds evidence 
of water theft

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

 Lake Butler’s acting public 
works director told city 
commissioners that some of 
the municipality’s water meters 
appear to have had wires cut or 
pulled from meters, allowing 
the customers to be charged the 
city’s minimum fee rather than 
for the amount of water those 
customers actually used. 

Jason Furman made the 
remarks when trying to 
persuade commissioners to 
charge customers to repair 
damaged meters, such as 
when a homeowner damages a 
meter by running over it with a 
lawnmower.

He said Lake Butler’s water 
meter supplier told him other 
utilities charge customers 
$250 when replacing a meter’s 
interface unit.

However, when Furman 
mentioned that he had found 
at least one meter, the wires of 
which appeared to have been 
intentionally cut, and three more 
in which wires were pulled from 
the interface unit, Mayor Melissa 
Hendrix, City Attorney John E. 
Maines, IV, and City Manager 
Kim Hayes focused on the 
intentional acts.

“That’s sabotage,” Maines 

said after hearing Furman’s 
explanation. “That’s a violation 
of state law.”

“It’s actually a felony,” Furman 
replied. “You’re not supposed to 
open that box.”

Furman said that once Lake 
Butler’s remote water meter 
reading system is in place, the 
city will be notifi ed daily if any 
meters record no water use over 
the last 24 hours, alerting public 
works of the possibility of a 
meter problem. 

“Every morning, we get an 
email that says, ‘Hey, these 
people’s meter did not project a 
reading,’” he told commissioners. 
“There’s either something that 
they cut out there or something 

wrong out there in the fi eld.” 
Maines and Hayes then 

discussed how the city would 
investigate possible water theft 
and notify the sheriff’s offi ce of 
cases. 

“Any time that you suspect 
foul play or malicious (action),” 
Maines told Furman, “you need 
to take pictures. “(Hayes) is 
going to report it to the sheriff’s 
offi ce.”

Furman said that besides 
charging customers for 
replacing vandalized meters 
and accusing customers of 
criminal theft, the city can cut 
water services to customers 
who tamper with meters. 

Union 
County 
hires 
new EMS 
director

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

 Union County’s Board 
of County Commissioners 
unanimously voted to hire Brent 
Allen as their new emergency 
medical services director, 
replacing retiring director Toby 
Witt. 

The board followed 
the recommendation of a 
committee chaired by Sheriff 
Brad Whitehead. Witt, former 
EMS Director Allen Parrish, 
County Coordinator Jimmy 

Williams, Board of County 
Commissioners Chair Channing 
Dobbs, and county Human 
R e s o u r c e / A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
Assistant Michaela Clemons 
were also on the committee.

Before commissioners made 
their selection, Allen told them 
he had been a paramedic for 14 
years, with 10 spent in Union 
County. 

“I believe that I was the fi rst 
captain ever promoted here, 
when that position was created 
by Mitch Andrews,” he told 
commissioners.  “I started here 
under Chris Drum. I was over 
training. I’ve got my bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Florida.”

Allen operated a ShandsCair 
helicopter base in the Villages 
and then managed Columbia 
County’s emergency medical 
services, which had been 
contracted to the private 
ambulance service Century 
Ambulance. Later, Century also 
acquired the contract for Taylor 
County, so Allen managed 
the EMS departments for two 
counties simultaneously. 

Century later, promoted Allen 
to chief of operations over the 
entire state, where he managed 

around 350 employees. 
Allen told commissioners 

the experience with the private 
company was a good opportunity 
to learn about billing and the 
importance of effi ciency.

However, he said he also saw 
the downside of privately owned 
healthcare. 

“After Century was acquired,” 
he said, “I asked if I could step 
down and just run the EMS 
services. The inter-facility side 
and trying to care more about 
making money than patient care 
wasn’t really what I’m here for.” 

“I’m here for patients,” he 
added. “That’s the Number 1 
priority, to be able to do that. You 
have to be effi cient with money, 
but trying to make money and 
affecting patient care by doing 
that wasn’t something that I was 
really interested in. So, I asked to 
step down.”

Allen told commissioners he 
has trained future paramedics 
and EMTs at Santa Fe College 
for the past 10 years. He added 
that the teaching position will 
aid him in running the county’s 
EMS department because he 
can actively recruit potential 
employees when working at 
Santa Fe. 

Allen told commissioners he 
hoped to bring stability to the 
department. 

“I think we’ve had four full-
time directors and two interim, 
and it’s only been about 12 or 13 
years,” he said. “I want to bring 
stability. This is somewhere that 
I can see myself retiring and 
being here for the long haul.” 

Brent Allen introduces 
himself to county 

commissioners before 
they select him as Union 

County’s new EMS director.
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Recent arrests 
in Bradford, 
Union and 
Clay

The following individuals 
were arrested recently by 
local law enforcement offi cers 
in Bradford, Union or Clay 
(Keystone Heights-area) 
counties. All defendants are 
considered innocent until 
convicted in a court or until 
pleading guilty or no contest. 
Information in this report is 
from law enforcement agencies 
and court documents, which are 
public records. 

Bradford
Marie Black, 43, of Lake 

Butler, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 27 
for forgery and larceny.

Justin Bryant, 41, of Green 
Cove Springs, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 26 
for DUI.

Vincent Green, 48, of 
Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 27 
for an out-of-county warrant.

Cyrus Hallmon, 62, of 
Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 27 
for an out-of-county warrant 
and aggravated battery.

Tracy Holmes, 50, of 
Middleburg, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 28 
for smuggling contraband into 
a correctional facility.

Alvin Jenkins, 53, of 
Jacksonville, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 24 
for DUI and driving with a 
suspended or revoked license.

Zoykynda Long, 21, of 
Gainesville, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 30 
for a probation violation.

Ricky Rinehart, 67, of 
Lawtey, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 27 

for hit and run and aggravated 
assault.

Bobby Robinson, 50, 
of Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 28 
for a probation violation.

Carol Sanders, 48, of Starke, 
was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on May 28 for battery.

Brair Stephens, 23, of Starke, 
was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on May 28 for battery 
and burglary.

Brandon Waters, 36, of 
Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 28 
for failure to appear.

James Williams, 33, of 
Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on May 25 
for a probation violation.

Union
Lakisha Douglas, 47, of 

Lake Butler, was arrested by 
Union deputies on May 31 for 
aggravated assault and battery.

Shawn Killings, Jr., 35, a 
Department of Corrections 
inmate, was arrested by 
Union deputies on May 27 for 
smuggling contraband into a 
prison.

John Nettles, 42, of Lake 
Butler, was arrested by Union 
deputies on May 31 for battery 
and resisting an offi cer.

Virgil Ruddick, 40, of 
Onalaska, Texas, was arrested 
by Union deputies on June 1 for 
an out-of-county warrant.

Clay
Arik Bach, 29, of Keystone 

Heights, was arrested by 
Clay deputies on May 24 for 
malicious land burning and 
resisting an offi cer.

Linda Green, 63, of Keystone 
Heights, was arrested by 
Clay deputies on May 24 for 
trespassing.

Ricky Lentz, 38, of 
Keystone Heights, was 
arrested by Clay deputies 
on May 27 for possession of 
methamphetamine, possession 
of drug equipment, resisting 
an offi cer, and driving with a 
suspended or revoked license.

Tyeoka Lewis, 38, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on May 24 
for possession of cocaine and 
possession of drug equipment.

Noely Pereira, 19, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on May 24 
for operating a motor vehicle 
without a valid license.

Kyle Ploe, 32, of Keystone 
Heights, was arrested by Clay 
deputies on May 30 for battery.

Jasmine Poore, 43, of 
Keystone Heights, was 
arrested by Clay deputies 
on May 27 for possession 
of methamphetamine and 
possession of drug equipment.

Robert Rock, 51, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on May 26 for 
domestic battery.

Rocky Shuman, 40, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on May 27 for a 
probation violation, possession 
of methamphetamine, and 
possession of drug equipment.

Caralee Smith, 34, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on May 29 for 
battery.

Zaheed Tusher, 43, of 
Keystone Heights, was 
arrested by Clay deputies 
on May 27 for a probation 
violation, possession of a 
controlled substance without 
a prescription, possession of 
fentanyl, and possession of 
drug equipment.

Richard Watson, 55, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on May 24 for 
possession of drug equipment.

Bradford sheriff’s volunteers open 
doors, change lives

BY AMBER J. CRAFT
Special to the Telegraph

At the Bradford County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce jail, 
transformation is more than 
a buzzword—it’s a mission. 
Through the power of community 
volunteers, the jail’s programs 
division is building bridges 
for inmates to reenter society 
with the tools, confi dence, and 
support they need to make real, 
lasting changes.

From substance abuse support 
groups and art classes to 
religious services and potential 
entrepreneurship programs, the 
jail’s volunteer-led initiatives are 
creating effects far beyond the 
facility’s walls. These programs 
are designed not just to fi ll time, 
but to fi ll lives with skills, hope, 
and purpose.

“Our jail programs give 
inmates the tools to rebuild their 
lives—skills for jobs, hope for 
tomorrow,” said Sheriff Gordon 
Smith. “We’re not just locking 
doors—we’re opening pathways. 
Teaching a trade, building 
confi dence—that’s how we 
change lives behind bars. When 
inmates leave with a purpose, 
they’re not just free, they’re 
ready to thrive.”

Building 
Confi dence, One 
Class at a Time

Jenny Johnson, the jail’s 
programs coordinator, is leading 
the charge behind the scenes. 
With 17 years of experience 
in the Florida Department of 
Corrections, Johnson knows how 
important programming can be 
to someone trying to break the 
cycle of incarceration.

“We fully realize the impact 
we—staff and volunteers—can 
have on individuals while they 
are here,” Johnson said. “But 
more importantly, we understand 
the bigger impact we can have 
on our community. Incarceration 
is an opportunity. If we can 
return a better-prepared, more 
confi dent individual back to our 
community, we, in turn, make 
our community better.”

The programs currently 
offered include substance abuse 
recovery groups, religious and 
ministry services provided by 
local churches, and creative 
outlets like art classes. These 
classes aren’t just therapeutic—
they provide inmates with 
moments of dignity and purpose 
in a setting that can often feel 
hopeless.

And there’s more on the 
horizon. Johnson is exploring new 
additions like entrepreneurship 
courses, employability training, 
personal fi nance education, and 
life skills development. The 
aim? Equip individuals with 
the practical tools they need to 
survive—and thrive—once they 
return home.

Volunteers Make It 
Possible

As a small rural agency, the 
sheriff’s offi ce faces resource 

challenges, making volunteers 
essential to its mission.

“We greatly depend on 
our volunteers to assist us in 
providing as much programming 
and support to our inmates as 
we can,” Johnson said. “We’d 
love to expand our offerings 
even further—into interview 
techniques, trades, and personal 
development—but we need 
people from our community to 
help us make that happen.”

Volunteers come from a 
variety of backgrounds—
teachers, clergy, counselors, 
artists, and everyday citizens—
who are willing to give their 
time and share their skills. 
While some programs are faith-
based or therapeutic, others 
are educational or artistic. 
Regardless of the format, all of 
them offer inmates a chance to 
engage in positive, constructive 
activity.

Volunteers are required to pass 
a background check, and for 
safety reasons, those with recent 
criminal histories or close ties 
to current inmates may not be 
approved. But for those who are 
eligible, the experience can be as 
rewarding for them as it is for the 
inmates.

“Impacting that one person 
in a positive way can have a 
tremendous ripple effect within 
our small town,” Johnson said. 
“And that’s the reward for 
volunteers—knowing they’ve 
had a positive impact on someone 
else’s life and potentially, an 
impact on their own community.”

A Culture of 
Support

Johnson credits the success 
of the volunteer programs to 
the unwavering support of the 
Sheriff and command staff.

“The sheriff, Major (Dawn 
McKinley), and Colonel (Brad 
Smith) are extremely supportive 
of our programming,” she said. 
“Coming from larger institutions 
where getting buy-in for inmate 
programs was sometimes an 

uphill battle, it’s refreshing to 
be in a place where leadership 
actively encourages new ideas.”

This supportive environment 
enables innovation, like the 
proposed entrepreneurship 
program, which would teach 
inmates how to write business 
plans, market products or 
services, and set realistic goals 
for self-employment.

“Some of our inmates 
are incredibly creative and 
resourceful,” Johnson noted. 
“If we can help them channel 
that into something legitimate 
and sustainable, we’re not 
just helping them—we’re 
helping their families and their 
communities.”

Changing Lives, 
Changing 
Communities

While inmate turnover at 
the jail can be frequent and 
unpredictable, the impact of 
even a short-term program can 
be profound. Johnson recalls 
how even brief interactions 
with volunteers can serve as a 
lifeline.

“I would like to think that 
when they get out, if nothing 
else, they have got a resource or 
resources that they can reach out 
to,” she said. “If they do run into 
a hurdle, they’ve got someone 
they can call—a volunteer they 
met in here—who can help them 
get over that hurdle.”

The goal is simple but 
powerful: to give inmates a 
better chance at success when 
they return home and make 
Bradford County a stronger, 
safer community.

“I root for the underdogs. 
That’s who I love,” Johnson 
said. “And in this work, you see 
the potential in people who may 
have forgotten they had any.”

Get Involved
The Bradford County Sheriff’s 

Offi ce seeks community 

Bradford County Sheriff’s Offi ce Programs Coordinator 
Jenny Johnson

Work beginning on 
water storage ground 
tank

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

 At press time, the City of Lake 
Butler said a contractor would 
begin work on the municipality’s 
water storage ground tank on 
June 3. 

The city was initially awarded 
a $875,000 state grant to replace 
its current tank. However, three 
bids to replace the structure were 
over $1 million. 

Lake Butler’s engineering 

fi rm, Mittalier, recommended 
refurbishing the utility’s current 
tank instead of replacing it to meet 
the city’s funding constraints, and 
persuaded the state’s Department 
of Environmental Protection to 
go along with the plan. 

The city said in a notice, 
“Throughout construction, there 
may be a strange smell of sulfur 
or excessive chlorine that may 
be present until the project is 
completed.”

members who want to make a 
difference. Whether you have 
professional skills to share, 
a passion for teaching, or a 
desire to support others through 

mentorship or ministry, your time 
could help change the trajectory 
of someone’s life.

If you want to become a 
volunteer or learn more about 

the programs, contact the 
Bradford County Sheriff’s Offi ce 
Programs Division at (904) 966-
2276. 



8 Telegraph, Times & Monitor • Thursday, June 5, 2025

Jeremiah Hamilton
Jeremiah Jackson Hamilton, 45, of 

Starke was unexpectedly called home on 
Tuesday, May 13, 2025. Born on April 
13, 1980, in Orange Park, he grew up 
in Starke and graduated from Bradford 
High School. He was a loving father, 
devoted soulmate, and wonderful dog dad 
to his English bulldog, Winston. He was 
affectionately known as “Uncle Bubba” to 
the entire family. His hobbies and interests 
helped defi ne who he was. He was a die-
hard Georgia Bulldog fan. If you knew 
Jeremiah, you know he’d squeeze red 
and black into every single outfi t in some way. He loved watching the 
Dawgs play football and baseball. Saturdays were specifi cally reserved 
every weekend in the fall. It wouldn’t be a true game day without hearing 
“HBTFD!” at least once. He always told us that Georgia felt like home to 
him, and he went there every chance he got. He was also a huge fan of the 
Atlanta Braves. As a Starke native, he spent many fall seasons cheering on 
the Tornadoes every Friday night. He was passionate about all sports, and 
he studied them rigorously. Jeremiah will forever be known as a DGD. He 
was a one-of-a-kind person, a man of great generosity, kindness, integrity, 
optimism, and selfl essness. He never failed to put a smile on your face and 
left an everlasting impact on everyone who knew him. He was also the 
most extraordinary father anyone could ever be blessed with. He loved his 
children wholeheartedly. His kindness and endless love will live through 
them forever, and the person he was shaped them into the adults they are 
today. 

He is survived by his children, Macie Jaiden Hamilton and Jeremiah 
Jackson Hamilton II; his soulmate, Nicole Bumbaugh; bonus children, 
Morgan and Mason Long; siblings, Cara Hamilton (Sean) Hayes and Erin 
Hamilton (Joel) Richardson; parents, George Hamilton and Sherry Solze 
Roseberry; niece, Kelsei Rehberg; nephews, Chance Clemons, Chase Hayes, 
Canyon Hayes, Wesley Lucius, Riley Lucius, and Brantley Lucius; great-
niece and nephews, Willow Clemons and Marley Hayes; aunts, Kim Solze 
(Wayne) Teston and Lindsey Solze; uncle, Richard C. (Donna) Solze Jr.; and 
many dear friends.

He was preceded in death by his paternal grandparents, Sherrod W. 
Hamilton and Anne Jackson Hamilton of Jefferson, Georgia; and maternal 
grandparents, Richard C. Solze Sr. and Joann Miller Solze, both of Starke.

A celebration of life for Jeremiah will be held on Friday, June 6, from 
4 p.m. until 8 p.m. at the Woman’s Club of Starke. Friends and family are 
welcome. 

PAID OBITUARY

Lori R. Manning
Lori Rowe Manning passed away on Thursday, May 22, 2025, at Shands 

at UF, Gainesville. She attended the schools of Bradford County. She was a 
homemaker and attended Fellowship Church of Lawtey. 

Survivors are her son, Frederick Williams; and a host of sisters, brothers, 
nieces, nephews, cousins, and many friends. 

The visitation will be Friday, June 6, from 4 p.m. until 6 p.m. at Haile 
Funeral Home Inc., 802 Oak St., Starke. Funeral services will be Saturday, 
June 7, at 11 a.m. at Church of Christ, Lawtey, with Minister Curtis White 
offi ciating. Interment will be at Peetsville Cemetery, Lawtey.

Arrangements are under the care of Haile Funeral Home, Inc., 802 Oak 
St., Starke. 904-964-7905.

Willeane Nazworth
Mrs. Willeane Nazworth, 80, of Starke 

passed away Sunday, June 1, 2025, 
following an extended illness at Baya 
Pointe Nursing and Rehabilitation in 
Lake City. She was born March 9, 1945, 
in Macclenny, the daughter of the late 
Vollie Griffi s and Altie Mae (Varnes) 
Griffi s. She was a member of Trinity 
Baptist Church of Keystone Heights and, 
prior to retirement, worked as a staff 
assistant for the University of Florida 
Tax Law School. She enjoyed her church 
family, serving God and working in her 
fl ower garden. Her greatest joy was in serving her family, spending time 
with them and cooking. Following her retirement, she had many happy 
times camping with Franklin. In addition to her parents, she was preceded 
in death by her grandchildren, Scott Thomas Nazworth and Patrick Alan 
Nazworth. 

Survivors are her husband of 62 years, James “Franklin” Nazworth of 
Starke; sons, Daryl Nazworth (Cathy Woodall) of Lake Butler and Eric 
Nazworth (Sherry Thomas) of Lake Butler; brothers, Marvin (Nancy) 
Griffi s of Raiford, and DeWitt (Libby) Griffi s of Raiford. She is also 
survived by her grandchildren, Daniel Nazworth, Rachel Nazworth 
(James) Cavin and Jonathan Nazworth; along with great-grandchildren, 
Aubrey Nazworth, Jackson Nazworth. Emma Cavin, Calleigh Cavin and 
Macie Cavin. 

The family will receive friends at DeWitt C. Jones Chapel of Jones-
Gallagher Funeral home on Thursday, June 5, from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. 
with funeral services beginning at 11 a.m. Interment will follow at Santa 
Fe Cemetery in Hampton. 

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke. 904-
964-6200 www.jonesgallagherfh.com. 

PAID OBITUARY

L.E. Padgett
Mr. L.E. Chester Padgett, 88, a lifelong 

resident of Bradford County, passed away 
unexpectedly at his home Friday, May 
9, 2025. He was born on Aug. 27, 1936, 
to Harry and Lillie (Tanner) Padgett. He 
retired from the Bradford County Road 
Department as a heavy equipment operator 
in 1998. He attended Smyrna Baptist 

Church and enjoyed tinkering 
around the house and working on old 
cars and mowers that he could resell.  
But, most of all, he loved riding his 
grandchildren around on his side-
by-side. In addition to his parents, 
he was preceded in death by his son, 
Gregory “Greg” Padgett; daughter, 
Sandra Padgett; brother, Homer 
Pagett; and sister, Mildred Batton.  

He leaves behind his loving and 
devoted wife of nearly 64 years, 
Velma Padgett; and their son Bryan 
(Connie) Padgett; as well as a 
daughter-in-law, Marcilla (Carter) 
Padgett, all of Starke.  He was 
lovingly called “Papa” and “Papa2” 
by grandchildren, Alyssa (Trey) 
Shannahan and Ashlyn (Connard) 
Rodgers; and great grandchildren, 
Mason and Asher and soon to be two 
more.  Also left behind is his niece 
and nephew, Linda and Joey Baldree; 
and nephew, Michael Padgett.

Funeral services were held 
Thursday, May 15, at Smyrna 
Baptist Church with Brother Charles 
Starling offi ciating.  Interment 
followed at Long Branch Cemetery.  

Arrangements were under the care 
of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 
620 E. Nona St., Starke 32091. 904-
964-6200. www.jonesgallagherfh.
com

PAID OBITUARY

Stephen Prince
Stephen F. Prince was escorted with friends and family by his side on 

Sunday, June 1, 2025, to be forever with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
He passed away peacefully at home after a long illness, at age 72. He was 
born Oct. 4, 1952, in Petersburg, Virginia, to Mary Lou Parker Rogers and 
Ralph Rogers. He cherished his family and friends and had a heart for service 
to his Lord and country. He evangelized for many years and was passionate 
about leading people to accept the Lord Jesus as their personal Savior. He 
worked in the Grace Prison Outreach Ministry prior to becoming founder 
and pastor of Glory Days Tabernacle in San Mateo. He proudly served in the 
U.S. Marine Corps for four years and earned the rank of sergeant. Marine 
Corps Sgt. Prince, Stephen F., will be laid to rest with military honors. He 
was a very talented musician who loved playing and collecting guitars. He 
also enjoyed collecting fi rearms and target shooting in his backyard. 

He leaves behind his loving and devoted wife of 28 years, Dena 
(Lourcey) Prince; and his children, Stephen L. (Gayle) Prince of Kapolei, 
Hawaii, Phoebe Prince of Jacksonville and Justus Prince of Deland; and his 
stepdaughter, Victoria Smith of Keystone Heights. Also left behind are his 
sisters, Heather Rogers (George) Mackel of Georgia, Katherine “Binky” 
Naidenoff of Naples, Stephanie Elaine Herndon of Georgia, and Kim 
Herndon Legg of Georgia; and his three grandchildren, Dominique, Luke 
and Noah, who lovingly called him “Grandad.” 

Funeral services will be held at Lannie Road Baptist Church, located 
at 5998 Lannie Road, Jacksonville on Thursday, June 5.  The family will 
receive friends beginning at 10 a.m. The funeral service will begin at 11 a.m. 
and will be offi ciated by Evangelist Toby Stephens, Pastor Dale Kitchens, 
Evangelist Ronald Story, and Rev. Ray Chandler. Interment will immediately 
follow at Jacksonville National Cemetery with military honors. In lieu of 
fl owers, please make a memorial donation to the charity of your choice in 
memory of Stephen F. Prince. 

Arrangements are made by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 340 E. Walker 
Drive, Keystone Heights 32656. 352-473-3176. 

PAID OBITUARY

Marshall Sullivan
Mr. Marshall Hugh Sullivan, 79, of 

Keystone Heights went to be with Jesus 
on Thursday, May 29, 2025. He was born 
Aug. 14, 1945, in Richmond, Virginia to 
Larkin and Lela Ruth (Nye) Sullivan.  At 
the young age of 16, he began a lifelong 
career with Winn Dixie.  He applied as a 
bag boy and worked his way to district 
manager, retiring after 38 years of 
dedicated service.  In 1959, while in high 
school, he met Frances Paulette Brooks.  
From that day forward, the Lord has not 
only walked every step with them, but has guided them and taken care 
of their family through their wonderful 61 years of marriage. He was her 
stronghold and sweetheart. He was a man of high character, and a Godly 
man, who was always quick to share Jesus with others. Marshall has been 
a dedicated and active member of First Baptist Church for 23 years, where 
he served as deacon for many years, worked in the kitchen, and had a strong 
presence in the walk-through Bethlehem at Christmas. He enjoyed traveling 
with Paulette and playing golf, but God and his family came fi rst. In addition 
to his parents, he was preceded in death by his sister, Jacqueline Garner. 

Marshall leaves behind his loving and much devoted wife of 61 wonderful 
years, Frances Paulette (Brooks) Sullivan and their children, Carla (Mike) 
Mcgivney and Matthew (Susi) Sullivan; brother, Jim (Sharol) Sullivan; 
Mike (Terri) Lore; along with additional brothers and sisters-in-law; many 
nieces, nephews; and a host of extended family members and friends that 
will miss his loving smile and encouraging words. He was lovingly called 
“Grandpa” by grandchildren, Justin (Alexis) Lore, Jessica (Chris) Gilkerson, 
Gabriela Sullivan, Cameron Sullivan, and Jonathan (Sarah) Tompkins; and 
great- grandchildren, Griffi n Gilkerson, Kaiden Edwards, and Levi Lore.  

A Celebration of Life will be held at 11:30 a.m., Friday, June 6, at Keystone 
Heights First Baptist Church with Pastor Ryan Begue and Pastor Jim Prose 
offi ciating.  The family will receive friends beginning at 11 a.m.  A private 
interment will be held at Keystone Heights Cemetery. In lieu of fl owers, 
please make a memorial donation to Community Hospice in memorial of 
Marshall. 

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 340 E. Walker 
Drive, Keystone Heights 32656. 352-473-3176. www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

Bobby Wood
Bobby Wood, 79, of Bradford County 

passed away Sunday, June 1, 2025, at 
Ascensions St. Vincent’s Clay County 
in Middleburg. He was born in Rome, 
Georgia on Jan. 7, 1946, to the late James 
Cleveland Wood and Willie Ruth Qualls 
Wood.  He was raised in Cave Springs, 
Georigia and attended Cave Springs High 
School.  At a young age, he had an interest 
in machinery and driving.  At just 16 years 
old, he began his lifelong career as a truck 
driver, a path that would span an incredible 
57 years.  While in school, Bobby answered the call with honor and courage 
when he was drafted into the United States Army in 1965. He proudly 
served in the Vietnam War as a combat engineer and as a heavy equipment 
transporter.  In 1967, he was honorably discharged from the military and 
returned home for a short season.  He relocated to Jacksonville in 1968 and 
made Bradford County his forever home in 1976.   He was dedicated to his 
career and found great joy in driving trucks.  Driving wasn’t just a job, but 
a way of life.  He devoted 20 years to Winn-Dixie Distribution Center as a 
truck driver and became an entrepreneur, starting his own company, Bobby 
Wood Trucking, LLC in the early 1990s.  After 57 years of dedication and 
countless miles traveling behind the wheel, he retired at the age of 73.  In 
his free time, he enjoyed the peacefulness of fi shing and loved watching fast 
race cars.  For years, he and his sons loved the excitement of going to drag 
races, dirt track races, and watching NASCAR races.  Whether at the track, 
on the television, or under the hood, Bobby found joy in the high-speed 
thrills, along with working on semi-trucks. More than anything, he loved his 
family and enjoyed spending precious time with them.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents, James Cleveland Wood and Willie Ruth Qualls Wood 
Bentley; stepfather, Nathanial Bentley; brother, Frankie Wood; sister, Aline 
Crews; and brother-in-law, Jackie Crews.

He is survived by his children, James Allen (Dana) Wood of Macclenny, 
Anthony (Diane) Wood of Cartersville, Virginia, and April Sabrina Wood 
and Bryan Sebastian Wood, both of Bradford county; brother, Johnny 
(Eloise) Wood of Bradford County; sister, Maria Couey of Bradford county; 
grandchildren, Myles (Justin), Tyler, Garrett (Pauline), Seth (Lauren), 
Tiffany (Daniel), and Carlo; great- grandchildren, Josie, Jace, and Colton; 
along with several extended family members and friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held in the near future. In lieu of fl owers, 
please make donations to help fi nd a cure in Bobby’s honor to Huntington’s 
Disease Society of America, https://hdsa.org.  

Arrangements are under the care and direction of V. Todd Ferreira Funeral 
Services, 250 N. Lowder St., Macclenny 32063. 904-259-5700. Visit www.
ferreirafuneralservices.com to sign the family’s guest book.
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Obituaries
Anita Clark

Jan. 28, 1963 – May 25, 2025.  It is with 
deep love and sadness that we announce 
the passing of Anita Clark, beloved wife, 
mother, daughter, sister, and friend, who 
departed this life on Sunday, May 25, 
2025, at the age of 62. She was the devoted 
wife of Kenny Clark of Providence, and 
together they built a life full of love, 
laughter, and cherished memories. She 
was a proud and loving mother to her 
three children, Kenny (Stephanie), Darren 
(Ashlea), and Jessica (Alexander). Her 
heart overfl owed with love for her family, and nothing brought her more joy 
than spending time with them, especially on the Suwannee River, a place she 
held dear. She dedicated many years of service to the Union County School 
District, where she touched countless lives with her warmth, compassion, 
and commitment to education. She was preceded in death by her beloved 
brothers, Danny and Keith, whose memories she carried with her always.

She is survived by her loving parents, Ruth and H.D. Sapp; and her 
brother, Kevin (Jamie) Sapp. She also leaves behind a host of grandchildren, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, and friends who will miss her dearly and remember 
her always.

A memorial service to celebrate her life will be held Saturday, June 7, at 
11 a.m. at the home of her parents, located at 1999 S.E. 82nd Place, Lake 
Butler. Lunch will follow the service as family and friends gather to honor 
and remember her. Anita’s memory will live on in the hearts of all who knew 
and loved her.

PAID OBITUARY

James Hall Sr.
Mr. James “Scott” Hall Sr., 58, of 

Keystone Heights passed away Wednesday 
night, May 28, 2025, from injuries he 
sustained in an automobile accident. He 
was born July 16, 1966, in Jacksonville to 
Richard and Arnola (Boynton) Hall Sr. He 
enlisted in the United States Army from 
March 1987 through 1994, then joined 
the Florida National Guard in 1997 and 
became active (AGR) in 2003. He was 
a three-time combat war veteran, last 
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom from 
2003-2004, where he became a Purple 
Heart recipient. Throughout his service, he was an honorable and dedicated 
soldier, receiving numerous accommodations and medals. He was honored 
to serve his country.  Shortly after retiring from the service in March 2016, 
he found a few jobs that would keep him busy and help integrate him back 
into civilian life.  His fi nal place was Walmart in Starke, where he met some 
great people he could share his pranks and sense of humor with. He was 
known as a big prankster. He was an avid paintball player, enjoyed fi shing 
and woodworking and loved wildlife. He believed in paying it forward.  
Most importantly, he was a dedicated and loving husband, father and loyal 
friend. His father, Richard, preceded him in death. 

His survivors are his loving and dedicated wife of 37 years, Pamela 
(Wells) Hall; and their children, Scott Hall Jr. and Ellie (Kortney) Goforth-
Hall; and his mother, Arnola (Boynton) Hall, all of Keystone Heights. Also 
left behind is his brother, Rick (Shellie) Hall of Jacksonville; and a precious 
grandpup, Zeus. 

Visitation will be held Thursday, June 5, from 10 a.m. until 10:45 a.m. 
at Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home Chapel. A military graveside service will 
follow at 1:30 p.m. at Florida National Cemetery in Bushnell In lieu of 
fl owers, the family would greatly appreciate memorial donations to be given 
to www.PTSD.VA.GOV. 

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 340 E. Walker 
Drive, Keystone Heights, 32656. 352-473-3176. www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

If you have an In Memory or Card of Thanks you’d 
like to publish, please email to socials@bctelegraph.

com or call 904-964-6305.
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YOUR business could be promoted in 

10 different locations!10 different locations!
Anytime Fitness
Starke, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

5,9335,933

Stones Irish Pub
Keystone Heights, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

4,9004,900
Spires IGA
Lake Butler, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

39,03339,033
Hometown Grounds 
Coffee Co.
Starke, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

258258
Dicks Wings & Grill
Starke, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

5,3335,333
Village Doctors 
Starke, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

2,1002,100

Bryan’s Ace Hardware
Keystone Heights, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

20,60820,608

Investment OpportunitiesInvestment Opportunities
5 SCREENS- $60.00 

10 SCREENS- $100.00
WEEKLY

FREE business listing in 
the Telegraph, Times, and 

Monitor’s 3 weekly 
newspapers 

Includes:Includes:

Audience Summary Audience Summary 
StatisticsStatistics

Bradford County 
Telegraph

Digital Screen Network
Total Monthly Visits

93,39293,392
Avg. Dwell Time

54 min54 min
Avg. impressions per

ad monthly

335,321335,321

THANK YOU for allowing us 
to be your local news source 

since 1879!

Johnnys BBQ
Keystone Heights, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

15,22515,225

Keystone Heights 
RV Resort
Keystone Heights, FL 
Active RVs

375375
Lake Area Physical 
Therapy & Aquatics
Melrose, FL 
Monthly Visitors Over

1,0001,000

Tyson Woodland
Tyson “Bug” Woodland, a beloved 

son, brother, grandson, and friend, took 
his fi nal ride on Thursday, May 29, 2025, 
leaving us far too soon at the young age of 
18. Born on Nov. 16, 2006, in Gainesville, 
he was a true motoring enthusiast 
who couldn’t resist getting his hands 
greasy from the tender age of a kid. His 
lifelong passion for motors had everyone 
convinced he could fi x anything with an 
engine, and probably a few things without 
one! Tyson was a proud graduate of Union 
County High School, class of 2025, where 
he not only mastered mechanics but also enjoyed playing baseball and being 
an active member of the FFA. Did we mention he was always the life of the 
party? With a contagious smile and a heart of gold, he never met a stranger. 
Kids adored him, and he returned the affection wholeheartedly, his joyful 
spirit lighting up any room he entered. In what can only be described as 
a well-rounded life, he had hobbies that included “mudding” with friends, 
riding four-wheelers, hunting, and indulging in a diet that included pickles, 
Dr. Pepper, and tomatoes, because who doesn’t? Simply put, he was a boy 
who lived life to the fullest and embraced every adventure with open arms. 

Tyson’s family, who cherished him dearly, includes his father, Kendall 
(Veronica) Woodland and  mother, Kelley Lane, all of Lake Butler; sisters, 
Harley and Avery Woodland of Keystone;  grandparents, Woody and Regina 
Lane and Rick and Susan Brown, all of Worthington Springs; his “Meme,” 
Barbara Harrison; aunts and uncles, Kasey Adkins of Starke, Kristen 
Woodland of Lake City, Caytlyn (Justin) Denunzio of Lake Butler, Clay 
(Falyn) Halle of Lake Butler, Sadie Brown of Lake Butler and Alecia (Rob) 
Lukatz of Lake Butler; and his best friend, his dog, Bella.

Family and friends are invited to celebrate Tyson’s extraordinary life at 
a visitation and funeral service on Sunday, June 8, at Sardis Baptist Church 
in Worthington Springs. The visitation will start at 2 p.m., followed by the 
service at 3 p.m. He will be laid to rest at Elzey Chapel Cemetery.

Here’s to Bug. May we always remember the laughter, the kind-hearted 
spirit, and the adventures that defi ne this incredible young man as we keep 
his memory alive in our hearts!

Archer-Milton Funeral Home is honored to serve the Woodland and Lane 
families. 386-496-2008. www.ArcherFuneralHome.com

PAID OBITUARY

Alberta Young
Mrs. Alberta Crawford Young, 83, 

of Starke passed away Saturday, May 
24, 2025, at HCA Orange Park. She 
was born March 23, 1942, in Starke to 
Olbert and Grace (Glover) Brown. She 
attended Bradford County High School 
and was a homemaker. As a child, she 
was baptized in the Church of God. She 
was known for being an excellent cook 
and enjoyed listening to the Gaithers’ 
music and watching Jimmy Swaggart. 
Sunday afternoons were spent with Lacy 
watching her favorite NASCAR driver, 
Joey Logano. In addition to her parents, 
she was preceded in death by a grandson, 
Eric Cowart; and former husbands, Bill Johnson and Lonnie Crawford. 

Left behind to cherish her memory is her loving husband of 10 years, Lacy 
Young; daughters, Coleen Carroll and her devoted husband Eric Carroll, 
and Deborah Sapp; along with stepsons, Charles Crawford, Andy (Gloria) 
Young (Gloria); and sisters, Brenda (Doyle) Thomas and Linda Shearer; and 
sister-in-law, Barbara Dawes. Alberta was lovingly called “Nanny” by Tina 
Kelso, Angel Hunsinger, and Holly (Ricky) Mendez; along with her great-
grandchildren, Zachary Adams, Jordan Cason, Amerie Matthew, Chloe 
Hanson, Rachel Kelso, and Brook Kelso; and we can’t forget her precious 
poodle, Bella. Also left behind are additional extended family members and 
friends that will miss her dearly. 

The family received friends Friday, May 30, at DeWitt C. Jones Chapel. 
Funeral services to celebrate her life followed, with Pastor Marty James 
Moon offi ciating. Interment followed at Crosby Lake Cemetery. 

Arrangements were under the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 620 
E. Nona St., Starke 32091. 904-964-6200. www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

James Young Jr.
James “Jim” Edgar Young Jr., 86, of 

Melrose, passed away on Saturday, May 
24, 2025, at HCA Florida North Florida 
Hospital in Gainesville.  He was born 
in Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina on 
July 31, 1938, to the late James Edgar 
Young Sr. and Nina Marty George 
Young.   As a child, Jim and his family 
relocated to Bradford County, where he 
was raised.  He graduated from Bradford 
High School in 1956 and, immediately 
following school, he joined the United 
States Air Force.  He had a desire to serve from an early age and enjoyed 
a long successful career in the military.  Before traveling the world with 
the military, he married his high school sweetheart, Glenda Underhill, in 
1958.  Jim, Glenda, and their children were stationed in Tampa, England, 
New Hampshire, Thailand, Maryland, and lastly Pensacola, before his 
honorable discharge in 1977.  While proudly serving our county, he was a 
member of the VIP Squadron, Strategic Air Command, and the Military Air 
Lift Command.   In 1975, he and Glenda relocated back to Bradford County 
and parted their union after 25 years of marriage.  In 1990, Jim made Melrose 
his forever home and met his best friend, Shirley Blackwell.  He and Shirley 
were happily married in 1991 and shared 31 amazing years of marriage.  Jim 
was a devoted husband, loving father, and grandfather who cherished his 
family.  He was always active and never fully retired.  Following 20 years 
in the military, he owned and operated Jim Young Aviation, at the Keystone 
Heights Airport and the Palatka Municipal Airport, where he was a general 
aviation aircraft mechanic.  He was still currently helping many with their 
aviation needs.  He was also very active at Eliam Baptist Church in Melrose, 
where he was a longtime member.  He proudly served as a Deacon for years 
and loved assisting with church activities.  More than anything, he loved his 
family and thoroughly enjoyed spending precious time with them.  He was 
such a treasure and will be greatly missed by all who knew him.  Jim was 
preceded in death by his parents; and loving wife, Shirley Young.

He is survived by his children, James “Jim” (Kimbra) Young III, Debbie 
(James) McCallister and David (Tootsie) Young, all of Starke; stepchildren, 
Chris and Brian Hester; sister, Patsy 
Deal; grandchildren, Christopher, 
Joshua, Aaron, David Alen, Amanda, 
Laura, Raychell, Kaytee, Hunter, 
and Caleb; along with several great-
grandchildren, extended family 
members and friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held 
on Friday, June 6, at 11 a.m. at Eliam 
Baptist Church in Melrose with 
Pastor Arthur Johnson offi ciating. 
Military honors will be rendered.  He 
will be laid to rest with his late wife, 
Shirley, at Eliam Cemetery.   

Arrangements are under the care 
and direction of V. Todd Ferreira 
Funeral Services and Archie Tanner 
Memorial Chapel, Starke, 904-964-
5757
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Obituaries
Legals  for the week of June 5, 

2025

BRADFORD
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 
042024CA000430CAAXMX

Division No. 
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, NOT IN ITS 
INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT 
SOLELY IN ITS CAPACITY AS 
INDENTURE TRUSTEE OF CIM 
TRUST 2022-R3
 Plaintiff,
vs.
FOREST GARBER SR, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF FOREST G. GARBER, 
JR., UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
TAMMY L. GARBER, UNKNOWN 
TENANT 1 9736 NW COUNTY AND 
UNKNOWN TENANT 2 9736 NW 
COUNTY, et al, 
 Defendants  
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 

CHAPTER 45 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to Final Judgement dated 
April 29, 2025, and entered in Case 
No. 042024CA000430CAAXMX 
of the Circuit Court of the EIGHTH 
Judicial Circuit in and for BRADFORD 
County, Florida, wherein Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, Fsb, Not In 
Its Individual Capacity But Solely In 
Its Capacity As Indenture Trustee Of 
Cim Trust 2022-r3 is the Plaintiff and 
FOREST GARBER SR, UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF FOREST G. GARBER, 
JR., UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF 
TAMMY L. GARBER, UNKNOWN 
TENANT 1 AND UNKNOWN TENANT 
2, the Defendants. Denny Thompson, 
Clerk of the Circuit Court in and for 
BRADFORD County, Florida will sell 
to the highest and best bidder for 
cash at 945 North Temple Avenue, 
Starke, FL 32091 in accordance 
with section 45.031, Florida Statutes 
on June 26, 2025, the following 
described property as set forth in said 
Order of Final Judgment, to wit: 
A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN 
THE S 1/2 OF THE NE 1/4 OF 
SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, 
RANGE 21 EAST, BRADFORD 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, SAID PARCEL 
BEING MORE PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE NORTHWEST 
CORNER OF SAID S 1/2 OF THE 
NE 1/4 AND RUN SOUTH 00 36’ 
01” EAST, ALONG THE WESTERLY 
BOUNDARY THEREOF, 763.81 
FEET; THENCE SOUTH 89 57’ 
17” EAST, 24. 13 FEET TO THE 
EASTERLY BOUNDARY OF THE 
RIGHT OF WAY OF COUNTY ROAD 
225 (FORMERLY STATE ROAD 225) 
FOR THE POINT OF BEGINNING 
(SAID POINT ALSO BEING THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF A 
COUNTY). FROM THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING THUS DESCRIBED 
CONTINUE SOUTH 89 57’ 17” 
EAST, ALONG THE NORTHERLY 
BOUNDARY OF SAID PARCEL 
(O.R. BOOK 212, PAGE 75), 411.49 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD SET 
AT AN INTERSECTION WITH A 
NORTHERLY PROLONGATION OF 
THE EASTERLY BOUNDARY OF 
LANDS DESCRIBED IN O.R. BOOK 
137, PAGE 44 OF SAID PUBLIC 
RECORDS; THENCE SOUTH 00 36’ 
01” EAST ALONG SAID NORTHERLY 
PROLONGATION AND ALONG 
THE EASTERLY BOUNDARY OF 
SAID PARCEL (O.R. BOOK 137, 
PAGE 44) AND PARALLEL WITH 
THE WESTERLY BOUNDARY OF 
SAID SOUTH  OF THE NE 1/4, A 
DISTANCE OF THE WESTERLY 
BOUNDARY OF SAID S 1/2 OF THE 
NE 1/4 A DISTANCE OF 114.98 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD SET ON THE 
SOUTHERLY BOUNDARY OF SAID 
PARCEL (O.R. BOOK 137, PAGE 
44), THENCE SOUTH 89 39’ 07” 
WEST, ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY 
BOUNDARY 412.10 FEET TO AN 
IRON ROD SET ON THE EASTERLY 
BOUNDARY OF THE RIGHT OF 
WAY OF SAID COUNTY ROAD 225, 
THENCE NORTH 00 17’ 40” WEST, 
ALONG LAST SAID EASTERLY 
BOUNDARY, 117.80 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING..
IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING 
AN INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS 
FROM THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER 
THAN THE PROPERTY OWNER 
AS OF THE DATE OF THE LIS 
PENDENS, YOU MUST FILE A 
CLAIM WITH THE CLERK OF COURT 
BEFORE OR NO LATER THAN THE 
DATE THAT THE CLERK REPORTS 
THE SURPLUS AS UNCLAIMED. IF 
YOU FAIL TO FILE A TIMELY CLAIM, 
YOU WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO 
ANY REMAINING FUNDS.  .AFTER 
THE FUNDS ARE REPORTED AS 
UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER 
OF THE RECORD AS OF THE DATE 
OF THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM 
THE SURPLUS.
If the sale is set aside, the Purchaser 
may be entitled to only a return of the 
sale deposit less any applicable fees 
and costs and shall have no further 
recourse against the Mortgagor, 
Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s 
Attorney.
DATED at BRADFORD County, 
Florida, this 14th day of May, 2025.
RUBIN LUBLIN, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
2313 W. Violet St.
Tampa, Florida  33603
Telephone: (813) 656-8801
Fax: (813) 656-8802
FLemailservice@rlselaw.com

By: /s/ Brittany L. Harvey
Brittany L. Harvey, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 124795
24-F000027/TL
Published in:  Bradford County 
Telegraph
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NOTICE OF SETTLEMENT

Victoria Seeley vs.
Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation Commission
Notice is hereby given that the above 
referenced parties have entered into 
a settlement of claimant’s tort claim(s) 
against the insured, for the total 
amount of $5,426.94 to be paid by 
State of Florida to the claimant.

6/5 1tchg-BCT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 

FLORIDA IN AND FOR BRADFORD 
COUNTY

GENERAL JURISDICTION 
DIVISION

CASE NO. 24000272CAAXMX 
PENNYMAC LOAN SERVICES, LLC,
 Plaintiff,
vs.
ELIZABETH MARIE COODY, et al., 
 Defendant.
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to a Summary Final 
Judgment of Foreclosure entered 
April 28, 2025 in Civil Case No. 
24000272CAAXMX of the Circuit 
Court of the EIGHTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT in and for Bradford County, 
Starke, Florida, wherein PENNYMAC 
LOAN SERVICES, LLC is Plaintiff 
and Elizabeth Marie Coody, et al., 
are Defendants, the Clerk of Court, 
DENNY THOMPSON, will sell to 
the highest and best bidder for 
cash Bradford County Courthouse, 
945 North Temple Avenue, Lobby, 
Starke, FL, 32091 in accordance with 
Chapter 45, Florida Statutes on the 
26th day of June, 2025 at 11:00 AM 
on the following described property 
as set forth in said Summary Final 
Judgment, to-wit:
Lot 7 and Northerly 1/2 of Lot 6, Block 
27, Livingston, Truby and Company’s 
Addition to Starke, in Section 28, 
Township 6 South, Range 22 East, as 
per the Plat recorded in Deed Book 
J, Page 232, of the Public Records of 
Bradford County, Florida. 
Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, 
other than the property owner as of 
the date of the lis pendens, must fi le 
a claim before the clerk reports the 
surplus as unclaimed.
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and 
correct copy of the foregoing was: 
[check all used]  
(x) E-mailed (x) Mailed this 30th day 
of May, 2025, to all parties on the 
attached service list.
By: /s/ Morgan B Lea
Morgan Lea, Esq.

McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
225 E. Robinson Street, Suite 155
Orlando, FL 32801
Phone: (407) 674-1673  
Fax: (321) 248-0420
Email: MRService@mccalla.com 
Fla. Bar No.: 96405
Published in: Bradford County 
Telegraph Inc.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Persons with a disability who need 
any accommodation in order to 
participate should call Jan Phillips, 
ADA Coordinator, Alachua County 
Courthouse, 201 E. University Ave., 
Gainesville, FL 32601 at (352) 337-
6237 within two (2) working days of 
your receipt of this notice; if you are 
hearing impaired call (800) 955-8771; 
if you are voice impaired, call (800) 
955-8770.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF 

FLORIDA IN AND FOR BRADFORD 
COUNTY

GENERAL JURISDICTION 
DIVISION

CASE NO. 24000138CAAXMX 
FREEDOM MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION,
 Plaintiff,
vs.
BENJAMIN JACOB BUCHBERGER, 
et al., 
 Defendant.
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to a Summary Final 
Judgment of Foreclosure entered 
February 24, 2025 in Civil Case No. 
24000138CAAXMX of the Circuit 
Court of the EIGHTH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT in and for Bradford County, 
Starke, Florida, wherein FREEDOM 
MORTGAGE CORPORATION 
is Plaintiff and Benjamin Jacob 
Buchberger, et al., are Defendants, the 
Clerk of Court, DENNY THOMPSON, 
will sell to the highest and best bidder 
for cash Bradford County Courthouse, 
945 North Temple Avenue, Lobby, 
Starke, FL, 32091 in accordance with 
Chapter 45, Florida Statutes on the 
26th day of June, 2025 at 11:00 AM 
on the following described property 
as set forth in said Summary Final 
Judgment, to-wit:
A parcel of land lying in Lot 1 
“Woodlawn” according to the Plat 
thereof as recorded in Plat Book 1, 
Page 17, in Section 11, Township 
5 South, Range 22 East, Bradford 
County, Florida; said parcel being 
more particularly described as 
follows:
Commence at the Southwest corner 
of said Lot 1 and run N 00°32’54”W, 
along the West line of said Lot 1, also 
being the West line of said Section 

11 and the centerline of NW 22nd 
Avenue (66’ R/W) for a distance of 
295.00 feet; thence run N 89°15’42”E 
for a distance of 33.00 feet to a found 
1/2” iron rod located on the Easterly 
R/W line of said NW 22nd Avenue for 
the Point of Beginning. 
From the Point of Beginning thus 
described run N 00°32’54”W, along 
said Easterly R/W line of NW 22nd 
Avenue and parallel with the West 
line of said Lot 1, for a distance of 
363.80 feet to a found 1/2” iron rod 
located on the North line of said Lot 
1; thence run N 89°15’39”E, along 
said North line of Lot 1, for a distance 
of 262.00 feet to a set 1/2” iron rod; 
thence run S 00°32’54”E, parallel 
with the West line of said Lot 1, for a 
distance of 363.80 feet to a set 1/2” 
iron rod; thence run S 89°15’42”W for 
a distance of 262.00 feet to the Point 
of Beginning.
Subject to platted streets of said 
“Woodlawn”
Subject to any covenants, easements, 
and/or restrictions of record.
The above described parcel being 
the same lands as described and 
recorded in ORB 1712, Pages 464-
465 of the public records of said 
County, LESS and Except that portion 
lying within the right of way of NW 
22nd Avenue.
Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, 
other than the property owner as of 
the date of the lis pendens, must fi le 
a claim before the clerk reports the 
surplus as unclaimed.
I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and 
correct copy of the foregoing was: 
[check all used]  
(x) E-mailed (x) Mailed this 30th day 
of May, 2025, to all parties on the 
attached service list.
By: /s/ Morgan B Lea
Morgan Lea, Esq.
McCalla Raymer Leibert Pierce, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
225 E. Robinson Street, Suite 155
Orlando, FL 32801
Phone: (407) 674-1673  
Fax: (321) 248-0420
Email: MRService@mccalla.com 
Fla. Bar No.: 96405
Published in: Bradford County 
Telegraph Inc.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Persons with a disability who need 
any accommodation in order to 
participate should call Jan Phillips, 
ADA Coordinator, Alachua County 
Courthouse, 201 E. University Ave., 
Gainesville, FL 32601 at (352) 337-
6237 within two (2) working days of 
your receipt of this notice; if you are 
hearing impaired call (800) 955-8771; 
if you are voice impaired, call (800) 
955-8770.
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Legals  for the week of June 5, 
2025

BRADFORD
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

THE 8TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN 
AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY, 

FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 23000527CAAXMX

U.S. BANK TRUST NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION, AS TRUSTEE OF 
TREEHOUSE SERIES V TRUST,
 Plaintiff,
v.
ROBERT P. MARSHALL, et al,
 Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 

CHAPTER 45
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
pursuant to a Final Judgment in 
Foreclosure entered on May 1, 
2025 and entered in Case No. 
23000527CAAXMX in the Circuit 
Court of the 8th Judicial Circuit in 
and for Bradford County, Florida, 
wherein ROBERT P. MARSHALL, 
are the Defendants. The Clerk of 
the Court, DENNY THOMPSON, will 
sell to the highest bidder for cash at 
the Bradford County Courthouse, 
945 North Temple Ave., Starke, FL 
32091 on July 24, 2025 at 11:00am, 
the following described real property 
as set forth in said Final Judgment, 
to wit:
A PARCEL OF LAND LYING, 
BEING AND SITUATE IN THE NE 
1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 
26, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, RANGE 
21 EAST, BRADFORD COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, AND BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE 
INTERSECTION OF THE 
SOUTHERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OF STATE ROAD NO. 225 (A 100 
FOOT RIGHT OF WAY) AND THE 
WESTERLY RIGHT OF WAY LINE 
OF STATE ROAD NO. 16 (A 100 
FOOT RIGHT OF WAY) IN SAID NE 
1/4 OF THE NE 1/4 OF SECTION 
26; THENCE RUN S 30 DEGREES 
37 MINUTES 05 SECONDS E. 
ALONG SAID WESTERLY RIGHT 
OF WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD NO. 
16, A DISTANCE OF 638.73 FEET; 
THENCE RUN N 83 DEGREES 
03 MINUTES 17 SECONDS W 
A DISTANCE OF 300.47 FEET; 
THENCE RUN N 88 DEGREES 
15 MINUTES 21 SECONDS W A 
DISTANCE OF 896.81 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF 
THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED 
PARCEL OF LAND; THENCE RUN 
S 00 DEGREES 06 MINUTES 57 
SECONDS E A DISTANCE OF 209.20 
FEET TO THE SOUTH LINE OF THE 
AFORESAID NE 1/4 OF THE NE 
1/4 OF SECTION 26; THENCE RUN 
S 89 DEGREES 51 MINUTES 05 
SECONDS W, ALONG SAID SOUTH 
LINE, A DISTANCE OF 208.22 FEET; 
THENCE RUN N 00 DEGREES 
06 MINUTES 57 SECONDS W 
A DISTANCE OF 209.20 FEET; 
THENCE RUN N 89 DEGREES 
51 MINUTES 05 SECONDS E A 
DISTANCE OF 208.22 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.
TOGETHER WITH THAT 
CERTAIN 1987 FLEETWOOD 
DOUBLEWIDE MOBILE HOME 
ID # AFLC22AG480512344 AND 
AFLC22BG480512344
and commonly known as: 7400 NE 
221ST TRAIL, STARKE, FL 32091 
(the “Property”).
ANY PERSON CLAIMING AN 
INTEREST IN THE SURPLUS FROM 
THE SALE, IF ANY, OTHER THAN 
THE PROPERTY OWNER AS OF 
THE DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS 
MUST FILE A CLAIM WITHIN 60 
DAYS AFTER THE SALE.

IMPORTANT
IF YOU ARE AN INDIVIDUAL WITH 
A DISABILITY WHO NEEDS AN 
ACCOMMODATION IN ORDER 
TO PARTICIPATE IN A COURT 
PROCEEDING OR OTHER 
COURT SERVICE, PROGRAM, OR 
ACTIVITY, YOU ARE ENTITLED, 
AT NO COST TO YOU, TO 
THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN 
ASSISTANCE. REQUESTS FOR 
ACCOMMODATIONS MAY BE 
PRESENTED ON THIS FORM, IN 
ANOTHER WRITTEN FORMAT, 
OR ORALLY. REQUESTS MAY 
BE SUBMITTED BY USING THE 
FORM AVAILABLE; VIA EMAIL TO 
ADA@CIRCUIT8.ORG; BY MAIL TO 
ADA COORDINATOR, ALACHUA 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 201 EAST 
UNIVERSITY AVENUE, ROOM 
410, GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 
32601; OR ORALLY BY PHONE 
AT 352-337-6237. PLEASE MAKE 
REQUEST AS FAR IN ADVANCE AS 
POSSIBLE, BUT PREFERABLY AT 
LEAST SEVEN (7) DAYS BEFORE 
YOUR SCHEDULED COURT 
APPEARANCE OR OTHER COURT 
ACTIVITY. IF YOU ARE HEARING 
OR VOICE IMPAIRED, PLEASE 

CALL 711. 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true 
and correct copy of the foregoing 
has been served via e-mail upon 
all parties registered to receive 
notifi cation via the service list for 
this action maintained by the Florida 
Courts E-Filing Portal Governed or 
via U.S. Mail to those parties on the 
attached service list on this 2nd  day 
of May, 2025.
GHIDOTTI | BERGER LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
10800 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 201
Miami, FL 33161
Telephone: (305) 501-2808
Facsimile: (954) 780-5578
By: /s/ Johanni Fernandez-Marmol
Jason Duggar, Esq.
FL Bar No.: 83813
Christophal Hellewell, Esq.
FL Bar No.: 114230
Anya E. Macias, Esq.
FL Bar No.: 0458600
Tara Rosenfeld, Esq.
FL Bar No.: 59454
Johanni Fernandez-Marmol, Esq.
FL Bar No.: 1055042
fcpleadings@ghidottiberger.com
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO 
REGISTER FICTITIOUS NAME

Pursuant to Section 865.09, Florida 
Statutes, notice is hereby given 
that the undersigned: RIVERS 
FLOWING CHURCH, 22610 US 301 
N, LAWTEY, FL 32058, SOLE owner, 
doing business under the fi rm name 
of: REVELATION CHURCH, INC., 
22610 US 301 N, LAWTEY, FL 32058 
intends to register fi ctitious name 
under the aforesaid statute. Dated 
this 25th day of MAY A.D., 2025, in 
CLAY County.
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CONCURRENT NOTICE
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO 
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST 
RELEASE OF FUNDS

June 5, 2025
City of Lawtey
2793 Lake Street
Lawtey, FL 32058
(904) 782-3454
These notices shall satisfy two 
separate but related procedural 
requirements for activities to be 
undertaken by the City of Lawtey.

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF 
FUNDS

On or about June 23, 2025, the City 
of Lawtey will submit a request to 
FloridaCommerce for the release of 
Community Development Block Grant 
funds under Title I of the Housing and 
Community Development (HCD) Act 
of 1974, as amended, to undertake a 
project to include the installation of 303 
water meters as part of an advance 
metering infrastructure to include 
meter network, billing software, and 
meter system associated supporting 
infrastructure necessary to operate 
a functional automated system. This 
project will be limited to removing 
existing residential water meters 
within city limits and replacing them 
with new automated meters. The 
project plans anticipate reusing 
existing boxes and fi ttings to minimize 
disturbance of the surrounding area. 
Replacing the water meters will be 
accomplished without excavation or 
demolition of existing improvements. 
The project will also provide the city 
with meter reading equipment and 
software to maximize the use of the 
new system. These improvements 
will not require installation of cable 
or other communication or power 
conduit/conductors. More specifi cally, 
the City of Lawtey’s proposed project 
includes the following areas in which 
the proposed undertakings may 
directly or indirectly cause alterations 
to their character or use:
The existing easements adjacent to 
all residential households served by 
the City’s water distribution system.
This project includes $600,000 in 
total estimated funding through the 
CDBG-NR Program.

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT 
IMPACT

The City of Lawtey has determined 
that the project will have no signifi cant 
impact on the human environment. 
Therefore, an Environmental Impact 
Statement under the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA) is not required.  Additional 
project information is contained in 
the Environmental Review Record 
(ERR) on fi le at City Hall, 2793 Lake 
Street, Lawtey, FL 32058, and may 
be examined or copied weekdays 
8:00 A.M to 5:00 P.M.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency 
may submit written comments on the 
ERR to City Hall, 2793 Lake Street, 
Lawtey, FL 32058. All comments 
must be received within 15 days 

following the publication date of this 
notice by June 20, 2025.  Comments 
will be considered prior to the City of 
Lawtey requesting a release of funds.  
Comments should specify which 
notice they are addressing.

RELEASE OF FUNDS
The City of Lawtey certifi es to 
FloridaCommerce and HUD that 
Jimmie Scott in his capacity as Mayor 
consents to accept the jurisdiction 
of the Federal Courts if an action is 
brought to enforce responsibilities in 
relation to the environmental review 
process and that these responsibilities 
have been satisfi ed. The State’s 
approval of the certifi cation satisfi es 
its responsibilities under NEPA and 
related laws and authorities and 
allows the City of Lawtey to use the 
CDBG funds.

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF 
FUNDS

FloridaCommerce will accept 
objections to its release of funds 
and the City of Lawtey’s certifi cation 
for a period of fi fteen days following 
the anticipated submission date 
or its actual receipt of the request 
(whichever is later) only if they are 
on one of the following bases: (a) 
the certifi cation was not executed 
by the Certifying Offi cer of the City 
of Lawtey; (b) the City of Lawtey has 
omitted a step or failed to make a 
decision or fi nding required by HUD 
regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the 
grant recipient has committed funds 
or incurred costs not authorized by 
24 CFR Part 58 before approval of 
a release of funds by the State; or 
(d) another Federal agency acting 
pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written fi nding that the 
project is unsatisfactory from the 
standpoint of environmental quality.  
Objections must be prepared and 
submitted in accordance with the 
required procedures at 24 CFR 
Part 58, Sec. 58.76 and shall be 
addressed to FloridaCommerce, 
CDBG Program, MSC-400, 107 
East Madison Street, Tallahassee, 
FL 32399-6508.  Potential objectors 
should contact the City of Lawtey 
to verify the actual last day of the 
objection period.
Jimmie Scott, Mayor
City of Lawtey
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
ORDINANCE AND FIRE SERVICES 

MOU AGREEMENT
BY THE CITY OF LAWTEY

Notice is hereby given that proposed 
Ordinance 24-01 whose title 
appears below, will be considered 
for enactment by the City Council 
of Lawtey, Florida. The 2nd and fi nal 
reading will be held on Monday, 
June 16, 2025 at 6 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter at City Hall, 2793 
Lake St. Lawtey, Florida. A copy 
of the proposed ordinance may 
be inspected at City Hall, Lawtey, 
Florida. The council will also be 
discussing and approving a MOU for 
county fi re services. All interested 
parties are invited to attend. 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF 
LAWTEY, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING 
INCLUSION OF THE CITY IN 
THE MUNICIPAL SERVICE 
BENEFIT UNIT ESTABLISHED 
BY BRADFORD COUNTY TO 
FUND THE PROVISION OF FIRE 
PROTECTION SERVICES EACH 
YEAR; PROVIDING FOR THE TERM 
OF SUCH AUTHORIZATION; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

6/5 1tchg-BCT

Notice of Sale
The City of Lawtey will be accepting 
sealed bids for a 2012 Dodge 
Charger.  A minimum bid of $1,000 is 
required. The vehicles will go to the 
highest bidder, as is. Please send 
bids to P.O. Drawer G, Lawtey Florida 
32058 or drop off at Lawtey City Hall, 
2793 Lake St. Lawtey, Fl. 32058 
by 2 p.m. June 20th, 2025. Anyone 
wishing to view the vehicle may do so 
at Lawtey City Hall from 8 am until 4 
p.m. Monday through Friday.
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           NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
FOR TAX DEED

Notice is hereby given that MIKON 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. AND 
OCEAN BANK the holder of the 
following certifi cate has fi led said 
certifi cate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and names in which it 
was assessed are as follows:
Certifi cate Number: 679 
Year of Issuance: 2022
Parcel Number: 02949-0-00310 Case 
Number; 04-2025-TD-001
Description of Property: Lots 10 and 
11 of Block C in Blanding S/D and Lot 
12 Except West 150’ of S 1/2, also 
described in Offi cial Records Book 
113-043-3000- 2/26/73            
Name in Which Assessed: 
HERMINIGILDA B DEKEYZER
Name on last tax roll, if different: 
HILDA DEKEYZER (DAUGHTER) 
%MELY CLARKE
All of said property being in the 
County of Bradford, State of Florida. 
Unless such certifi cate or certifi cates 
shall be
redeemed according to law the 
property described in such certifi cate 
or certifi cates will be sold to the 
highest bidder at the BRADFORD 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE, 
FL on 08/20/2025, at 11:00 AM, or 
any subsequently scheduled 
sale date.

Denny Thompson, Clerk Of The 
Circuit Court 
Bradford County, Florida
BY: KANETRA JENKINS, Deputy 
Clerk 
Contact the Tax Deed Offi ce at 
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount 
necessary to redeem. 
DATED: June 3, 2025
DATE OF PUBLICATION: JUNE 
5, 2025; JUNE 12, 2025; JUNE 19, 
2025; JUNE 26, 2025
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED

Notice is hereby given that MIKON 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. AND 
OCEAN BANK the holder of the 
following certifi cate has fi led said 
certifi cate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and names in which it 
was assessed are as follows:
Certifi cate Number: 64 
Year of Issuance: 2022
Parcel Number: 00544-0-00103 
Case Number; 04-2025-TD-002
Description of Property: A parcel of 
land lying in the NW 1/4 of Section 33, 
Township 5 South, Range 21 East, 
Bradford County, Florida; said parcel 
being more particularly described as 
follows:
Commence at a concrete monument 
found at the Northwest corner of said 
NW 1/4 and run North 89° 41° 35” 
East along the Northerly boundary 
thereof, 1639.47 feet to a concrete 
monument found on the Westerly 
boundary of the right of way of County 
Road 229; thence South 37° 51’ 01” 
East along said Westerly boundary, 
1188.41 feet to a set iron rod for the 
Point of Beginning. From the Point of 
Beginning thus described, continue 
South 37° 51’ 01” along said Westerly 
boundary, 473.00 feet to a found 
iron rod; thence run South 00° 15’ 
53” East, 13.47 feet to a concrete 
monument found at the Southeast 
corner of the N 1/2 of said NW 1/4; 
thence run South 89° 44’ 28” West 
along the Southerly boundary of 
said N 1/2 of NW 1/4, a distance of 
1112.21 feet to a set iron rod; thence 
run North 64° 30’ 08” East, 910.59 
feet to the Point of Beginning.
Name in Which Assessed: AMY 
ANDRE; MONTELUS PIERRE 
NEWTON; GLADYS FENELON
Name on last tax roll, if different: AMY 
ANDRE ET AL
All of said property being in the 
County of Bradford, State of Florida. 
Unless such certifi cate or certifi cates 
shall be redeemed according to 
law the property described in such 
certifi cate or certifi cates will be sold to 
the highest bidder at the BRADFORD 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE, 
FL on 08/20/2025, at 11:00 AM, or 
any subsequently scheduled sale 
date.
Denny Thompson, Clerk Of The 
Circuit Court 
Bradford County, Florida i
BY: KANETRA JENKINS, Deputy 
Clerk 
Contact the Tax Deed Offi ce at 
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount 
necessary to redeem. 
DATED: June 3, 2025
DATE OF PUBLICATION: JUNE 
5, 2025; JUNE 12, 2025; JUNE 19, 
2025; JUNE 26, 2025
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED

Notice is hereby given that MIKON 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. AND 
OCEAN BANK the holder of the 
following certifi cate has fi led said 
certifi cate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and names in which it 
was assessed are as follows:
Certifi cate Number: 322 
Year of Issuance: 2022
Parcel Number: 01268-0-00106
Case Number:  04-2025-TD-003
Description of Property:  
A parcel of land lying in Lots 45 
and 52 of Woodlawn, in Section 19, 
Township 5 South, Range 22 East 
as per plat recorded in Plat Book 
1, page 17 of the public records 
of BRADFORD COUNTY, Florida; 
said parcel being more particularly 
described as follows:
Commence at a concrete monument 
found at the Southeast corner of said 
Section 19 and run North 01 degree 
21 minutes 56 seconds East, along 
the Easterlyu boundary thereof, 
2664.18 feet to an iron rod found 
at the Northeast corner of Lot 33, 
thence South 89 degrees 32 minutes 
33 seconds West, along the Northerly 
boundary thereof, 349.34 feet to 
an iron rod found at the Northeast 
corner of the W 1/2 of said Lot 33; 
thence South 01 degree 30 minutes 
46 seconds West, along the Easterly 
boundary thereof, 660.27 feet to an 
iron rod found at the Southeast corner 
thereof; thence North 89 degrees 41 
minutes 49 seconds West, along the 
Southerly boundary of said West 1/2 
and along the Southerly boundaries 
of Lots 34 and 35, a distance of 
1690.33 feet to an iron rod found 
at the Northeast corner of said Lot 
45 for the Point of Beginning. From 
Point of Beginning thus described, 
run South 00 degrees 49 minutes 
42 seconds East, along the Easterly 
boundary thereof and along the 
Easterly boundary of Lot 52, a 
distance of 819.93 feet to an iron rod 
set on the Northerly boundary of the 
right of way of County Road 225, said 

Northerly boundary being on a curve, 
concave to the Southeast and having 
a radius of 7689.49 feet; thence 
Southwesterly, along said Northerly 
boundary and along to arc of said 
curve, 630.24 feet as measured along 
a chord having a bearing of South 71 
degrees 46 minutes 08 seconds West 
to an iron rod set at the beginning of 
a curve, concave to the Northeast 
and having a radius of 50.00 feet; 
thence Northwesterly, along the arc 
of said curve, 82.24 feet as measured 
along a chord having a bearing of 
North 49 degrees 46 minutes 14 
seconds West to an iron rod set on 
the Easterly boundary of the right of 
way of Country Road 225-A; thence 
North 05 degrees 33 minutes 18 
seconds East, along said Easterly 
boundary, 971.40 feet to an iron rod 
set on the Northerly boundary of said 
Lot 45; thence South 89 degrees 41 
minutes 49 seconds East, along said 
Northerly boundary 555.52 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.
Name in Which Assessed: 
WILLIAMSON LAND 
DEVELOPMENT INC
Name on last tax roll, if 
different: WILLIAMSON LAND 
DEVELOPMENT
All of said property being in the 
County of Bradford, State of Florida. 
Unless such certifi cate or certifi cates 
shall be
redeemed according to law the 
property described in such certifi cate 
or certifi cates will be sold to the 
highest bidder at the BRADFORD 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE, 
FL on 08/20/2025, at 11:00 AM, or 
any subsequently scheduled sale 
date.
Denny Thompson, Clerk Of The 
Circuit Court 
Bradford County, Florida 
BY: KANETRA JENKINS, Deputy 
Clerk 
Contact the Tax Deed Offi ce at 
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount 
necessary to redeem. 
DATED: June 3, 2025
DATE OF PUBLICATION: JUNE 
5, 2025; JUNE 12, 2025; JUNE 19, 
2025; JUNE 26, 2025

6/5 4tchg 6/26-BCT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED

Notice is hereby given that MIKON 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. AND 
OCEAN BANK the holder of the 
following certifi cate has fi led said 
certifi cate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and names in which it 
was assessed are as follows:
Certifi cate Number: 1086 
Year of Issuance: 2022
Parcel Number: 06203-A-04100 
Case Number: 04-2025-TD-004
Description of Property: Lot 41, 
GENEVA LAKE ESTATES, according 
t plat thereof as recorded in Plat Book 
3, Pages 36A and 36B of the Public 
Records of Braclford County, Florida,
Name in Which Assessed: DENNIS 
MAHONEY
Name on last tax roll, if different:
All of said property being in the 
County of Bradford, State of Florida. 
Unless such certifi cate or certifi cates 
shall be
redeemed according to law the 
property described in such certifi cate 
or certifi cates will be sold to the 
highest bidder at the BRADFORD 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE, 
FL on 09/17/2025, at 11:00 AM, or 
any subsequently scheduled sale 
date.
Denny Thompson, Clerk Of The 
Circuit Court 
Bradford County, Florida
BY: KANETRA JENKINS, Deputy 
Clerk 
Contact the Tax Deed Offi ce at 
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount 
necessary to redeem. ENG:
DATED: June 3, 2025
DATE OF PUBLICATION: JUNE 
5, 2025; JUNE 12, 2025; JUNE 19, 
2025; JUNE 26, 2025
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NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
TAX DEED

Notice is hereby given that MIKON 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, INC. AND 
OCEAN BANK the holder of the 
following certifi cate has fi led said 
certifi cate for a tax deed to be issued 
thereon. The certifi cate number and 
year of issuance, the description of 
the property, and names in which it 
was assessed are as follows:
Certifi cate Number: 431 
Year of Issuance: 2022
Parcel Number: 01872-0-01400 
Case Number: 04-2025-TD-005
Description of Property: 35 5S 22 
LOT 14 IN PEETSVILLE
Name in Which Assessed: MARTHA 
J WHITLEY
Name on last tax roll, if different: 
MARTHA J WHITLEY (DEC) % 
VERONICA WHITLEY
All of said property being in the 
County of Bradford, State of Florida. 
Unless such certifi cate or certifi cates 
shall be redeemed according to 
law the property described in such 
certifi cate or certifi cates will be sold to 
the highest bidder at the BRADFORD 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE, 
FL on 09/17/2025, at 11:00 AM, or 
any subsequently scheduled sale 
date.
Denny Thompson, Clerk Of The 
Circuit Court 
Bradford County, Florida

BY: KANETRA JENKINS, Deputy 
Clerk 
Contact the Tax Deed Offi ce at 
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount 
necessary to redeem. 
DATED: June 3, 2025
DATE OF PUBLICATION: JUNE 
5, 2025; JUNE 12, 2025; JUNE 19, 
2025; JUNE 26, 2025
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UNION
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 

UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No. 25000012CPAXMX
IN RE: ESTATE OF NANCY 
ELIZABETH LUKE a/k/a NANCY E. 
LUKE
 Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate 
of NANCY ELIZABETH LUKE, 
deceased, whose date of death 
was April 25, 2024, is pending in 
the Circuit Court for UNION County, 
Florida, Probate Division, the address 
of which is 55 West Main Street, Lake 
Butler, Florida 32054-1600. The 
names and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set forth 
below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a 
copy of this notice is required to be 
served must fi le their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must fi le their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.
The personal representative has 
no duty to discover whether any 
property held at the time of the 
decedent’s death by the decedent or 
the decedent’s surviving spouse is 
property to which the Florida Uniform 
Disposition of Community Property 
Rights at Death Act as described in 
ss. 732.216-732.228, applies, or may 
apply, unless a written demand is 
made by a creditor as specifi ed under 
s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of fi rst publication of this 
notice is June 5, 2025.
Attorney for Personal Representative: 
GEORGE H. GWYNN
E-mail Addresses: George.Gwynn@
WilliamsGautier.com, Patricia.
Howell@WilliamsGautier.com
Florida Bar No. 357573
Williams, Gautier, Gwynn, DeLoach 
& Kiker, PA
2010 Delta Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32303
Telephone: (850) 386-3300
Personal Representative:
Jacqueline Luke
1905 Mallory Square
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

6/5 2tchg 6/12-UCT

LAKE REGION
PLANNING & ZONING BOARD

THE CITY OF KEYSTONE HEIGHTS 
PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD 
will be holding a public hearing on 
Monday, June 16, 2025, concerning 
the REZONING of a 13.88 acre 
parcel located off Sunrise Boulevard 
and Paradise Point Drive, RE# 19-
08-23-022578-001-00, from PUD, 
Planned Unit Development to PUD, 
Planned Unit Development.
The public hearing will be held at 
the Keystone Heights City Hall, 555 
S Lawrence Boulevard, Keystone 
Heights, Florida.  Interested parties 
may appear at the hearings and be 
heard with respect to the rezoning. 
After the public hearing, the Planning 
and Zoning Board may take immediate 
action on the proposed rezoning, or 
may continue its deliberations to a 
date, time and place then announced 
without publishing further notice 
thereof.  A copy of the application for 
the proposed rezoning is available 
for inspection by the public at the 
Keystone Heights City Hall, between 
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, excluding 
legal holidays.
Pursuant to Section 286.0105, Florida 
Statutes, a person deciding to appeal 
any decision made by the Planning 
and Zoning Board with respect to any 
matter considered at the hearings is 
advised that such person will need 
a record of all proceedings and 
may need to ensure that a verbatim 
record of all proceedings is made, 
which must include the testimony and 
evidence upon which the appeal is to 
be based.
In accordance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, any person needing 
accommodations to participate in 
this matter should contact City Hall 
at (352) 473-4807, no later than three 
(3) business days prior to the hearing 
for which this notice has been given. 
Charles Van Zant Jr., Keystone 
Heights City Manager

6/5 1tchg-BCT
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 (904) 964-6305
(352) 473-2210
(386) 496-2261Classified Ads - Where one call 

does it all!904-964-6305

DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

• Pumps
• Sales
• Parts
• Service

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our 

1&2 BR Apartments HC & 
non-HC Units. Central AC/

Heat, on-site laundry, 
playground, private, quiet 

atmosphere.

1001 Southern Villas Dr.
Starke, FL

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

1, 2, 3 & 4
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

HC & Non-HC accessible.
1005 SW 6th St.
Lake Butler, FL

386-496-3141
TDD/TTY 711.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

801 South Water Street
Starke, FL 32091

TDD/TTY 711

1, 2, & 3 bedroom HC & Non-
HC accessible apartments.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

Accepting Applications
1 AND 2

BEDROOM APARTMENTS
607 Bradford Court 
Starke, FL 32091

904-964-6216
Hearing Impaired Only

call 800-955-8771
TDD 711

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYHandicapped Accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

Accepting Applications
1 AND 2

BEDROOM APARTMENTS
607 Bradford Court 
Starke, FL 32091

904-964-6216
Hearing Impaired Only

call 800-955-8771
TDD 711

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYHandicapped Accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

Accepting Applications for
1 & 2 BR Apts

607 Bradford Court
Starke, FL 32091
904-964-6216

TDD 771

Accepting Applications
1 AND 2

BEDROOM APARTMENTS
607 Bradford Court 
Starke, FL 32091

904-964-6216
Hearing Impaired Only

call 800-955-8771
TDD 711

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYHandicapped Accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

Accepting Applications
1 AND 2

BEDROOM APARTMENTS
607 Bradford Court 
Starke, FL 32091

904-964-6216
Hearing Impaired Only

call 800-955-8771
TDD 711

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYHandicapped Accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

Accepting Applications
1 AND 2

BEDROOM APARTMENTS
607 Bradford Court 
Starke, FL 32091

904-964-6216
Hearing Impaired Only

call 800-955-8771
TDD 711

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITYHandicapped Accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

40
Notices

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY.  All real 
estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to 
the Federal Fair Housing 
Act of 1968 in which makes 
it illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex 
or national origin, or an 
intention to make any 
such preference, limitation 
or discrimination.”  
Familial status includes 
children under the age 
of 18 living with parents 
or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and 
people securing custody 
of children under 18.  
This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any 
advertising for real estate 
in which is in violation 
of the law.  Our readers 
are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper are 
available on an equal 

opportunity basis.  To 
complain of discrimination, 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777, the toll-free 
telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-
927-9275.  For further 
information call Florida 
Commission on Human 
Relations, Lisa Sutherland 
850-488-7082 ext. #1005 

47
Commercial Property (Rent, 
Lease, Sale)

SPACE FOR LEASE– 
STARKE, FL– Close to 
Downtown
1800 +/- Sq. Ft.
Professional, General 
Office, Insurance, Realtor, 
Attorney, etc.
Two rest rooms, space 
flexible for small 
business 
Rent $1,400.00 
utilities not included
Call – 904-964-7404

50
For Rent

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 bedroom 
MH, clean, close to prison. 
Call 352-468-1323 

NEWLY RENOVATED 
2BR/2BA SW, 3BR/2BA DW 
Lake Butler. No pets. 18 
acres for sale. Starke-Lake 
Butler. 1-678-438-6828

4BR/2BA for rent in 
country. $1500/mo plus 
security. 352-745-1189

WATERFRONT Home on 
Lake Geneva. 2BR/1.5BA 
with kitchen, dining and 
living room combination. 
Full brick fireplace in living 
room. Large washer/dryer 
room for possible office 
or small bedroom. Fenced 
in yard with trash pick up. 
$1500/mo. plus deposit. 
Caregiver and maint. jobs 
available to reduce rent. 
352-278-4578.

2BR/1BA HOME. 696 
Epperson St. $1000/mo., 
first, last & deposit. No 
pets. 904-796-7906.

53 A 
Yard Sales

YARD SALE; Saturday 
8am-? 1012 Butler Rd, 
Starke. 

3-FAMILY YARD SALE; 
Fri., Sat., & Sun. 8am-3pm. 
1716 NE 162nd Street. 
Baby clothes, all kinds of 
good stuff. Come by we 
might have something you 
want. 

YARD SALE; Friday 
8am-? New and used 
items, tile, paint, kitchen 
and bathroom cabinets, 
furniture, tools, and lots 
more.
 

RUMMAGE SALE; 
Methodist Women, 
Foundation Church. 200 
North Walnut Street. 
Saturday 9am-2pm. Men’s, 
women’s, children’s 
and baby clothes 
available. There will also 
be household items, 

decorative items and toys.
 
54
Produce

CLAY RANCH-U pick 
blueberries. $4 per lb. U 
pick, $25 for 5 lbs. We 
pick. 7 days/wk, 9am-6pm. 
1/4 mile East of Grandin on 
Hwy 100 West of Putnam 
County. 386-336-0949 or 
386-937-1140.

57
For Sale

12 foot x 50 inch 
wire filled gate, 
2 inch x 4 inch 
mesh. Black. 
Never installed. 
$100. 
352-215-7117

65 
Help Wanted

Help Wanted @Wynn’s 
Welding 
23180 U. S. Highway 301 N, 
Lawtey 32058. 
Phone 904-782-1336 

CAREGIVER needed for 
weekends. Korean War 
Veteran. 352-278-4578.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Union County Superintendent 
of Schools Mike Ripplinger 
announced on May 29 that 
Andrew Thomas would no 
longer be head football coach 
at Union County High School, 
ending a five-year stint that saw 
the Tigers win 77 percent of their 
games.

Ripplinger, in a statement 
emailed to media outlets, said, 
“In the best interest of the 
Union County High School 
football program — both in 
the immediate and long-term 
future — the decision was made 
to part ways with Head Coach 
Andrew Thomas. Union County 
is appreciative of the success 
Coach Thomas had during his 
tenure, and may he continue to 
have a successful career.

“An interim head coach will 
be named to lead the program 
through the next season as a 
search is conducted to find and 
hire the next head coach for the 
following spring.”

Lamar Waters was announced 
as the interim coach on June 2 
(see related story).

Ripplinger didn’t say anything 
more specific regarding the firing 
during a May 30 interview with 
a Telegraph-Times-Monitor 
journalist, but did say his decision 
was based on “a combination of 
things over a period of time.”

“I believe most people who 
know me know that I don’t make 
rash decisions,” Ripplinger said. 
“I definitely would not have 
made a rash decision in this 
case.”

That’s not to say there 
weren’t some “sleepless nights,” 
Ripplinger said. After all, he 
was parting ways with a coach 
who went 46-14 over five years. 
Thomas’ UCHS teams had a 
10-5 postseason record and 
advanced to at least the regional 
finals every season. The Tigers 
played in the state semifinals in 
2022 and 2024.

“That was something I 
struggled with,” Ripplinger said.

Thomas, who has an overall 
record of 132-37 in 14 seasons 
(with stints at Trenton, Ocala’s 
Trinity Catholic and Brewton, 
Alabama’s T.R. Miller), released 
a statement via his Facebook 
account on May 31. Like 
Ripplinger, he didn’t offer any 
specifics as to why he was let 
go, but he did say “plenty more 
details will come when the time 
is right.” The coach added that he 

did nothing to deserve being fired 
and that he had nothing but “full 
support” from program boosters 
and the school board.

He reiterated that he would 
“elaborate at a later time.”

Ripplinger said he understands 
that the end of May is not when 
you want to make a coaching 
change in your football program.

“I admit that this is not the 
best timing at all,” Ripplinger 
said, “but at the end of the day, 
I made a decision based on what 
I believe is best for the student-
athletes, both now and for the 
future.”

Five assistant coaches — Scott 
McDaniel, Kyle Presnick, Riley 
Reed, Craig Slocum and Travis 
Smith — resigned on June 2. 
All posted statements via their 
Facebook accounts, citing they 
disagreed with Ripplinger’s 
decision to fire Thomas.

“Today, with a heavy heart as a 
staff, we decided to take a stand 
for what is right and wrong and 
step aside from coaching football 
at UCHS,” Reed wrote.

Slocum wrote, “I didn’t like 
the way things were done and 
feel like things could have been 
handled differently.”

“I am unwilling to support a 
decision by county administrators 
that I felt was unwarranted and 
unfair,” McDaniel wrote. “My 
passion for coaching and my 
desire to help guide the young 
men in this program made this 
the most gut-wrenching decision 
of my career. My heart hurts, but 
wrong is wrong.”

Presnick wrote of the “very 
hard decision” and stressed that 
“I did not quit on the kids.”

“I am fighting for the kids 
because I do not believe that the 
direction that was taken for the 
program was the right one.”

Smith’s statement echoed the 
same sentiments.

“No, I am not quitting on the 
kids, but I did not agree with 
the direction the program was 
being pushed,” Smith wrote. “If I 
stayed on, I would be condoning 
the actions of our administration, 
which I will not do.”

Despite the situation, Reed 
expressed how much he has 
enjoyed coaching in Union.

“For five years, I’ve poured 
my heart and soul into this 
community,” Reed wrote. “This 
community has been nothing but 
amazing to me. These kids I’ve 
coached have changed my life, 
and hopefully I’ve made half an 
impact on them as they have on 
me. I have nothing but amazing 
things to say about this place. 
Sometimes God works in funny 
ways. While I may not agree 
with what is happening, I would 
not change the time I’ve spent 
here.”

Most of the coaches expressed 
that they’ll always love Union 
County and will always be 
Tigers.

Thomas gives 
thanks, highlights 
program success

As part of his Facebook 
statement, Thomas said, “I 
love Union County,” and added 
that  “the amount of people that 
have reached out to me the past 
two days tells me all I need to 
know and gives me comfort that 
God has a plan.”

His statement would go on to 
describe how he enjoyed being in 
Union County and coaching for 
the Tigers.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Lamar Waters was named 
interim head football coach and 
athletic director at Union County 
High School on June 2, stepping 
in for Andrew Thomas, who was 
relieved of his duties on May 29.

Waters, who was a part of the 
staff in the spring after coaching 
and serving as athletic director 
in Williston, is no stranger. His 
family lived in Lake Butler 
before moving to Dunnellon, 
where Waters attended middle 
school and high school. Waters, 
who was a part of Robby 
Pruitt’s football staff at UCHS 
in the 1990s, has held multiple 
coaching positions in Union, 
including head coach of the Lake 
Butler Middle School football 
team and head coach of the 
UCHS baseball team.

“He has been part of multiple 
successful programs and has 
served as athletic director in other 
districts,” Union Superintendent 
of Schools Mike Ripplinger 
said via a statement emailed to 
the Telegraph-Times-Monitor. 
“Throughout his career, Coach 
Waters has spent many years in 
Union County and has developed 
many relationships over the years 
that will assist the program.”

Waters went from not even 
thinking he’d be coaching to 
now leading the UCHS football 
program. However, he was 
offered the opportunity to join 
the staff, which he did since his 
son Kanaan was playing.

His son was a big reason he 
felt he needed to step up and take 
on the interim role, but not the 
only reason.

“At the end of the day, I 
couldn’t leave him out there by 
himself,” Waters said. “That was 
a little selfish on my part. I didn’t 
want to leave my own son out 
there, but at the same time, I had 
made some connections in my 
short time (back) here with some 
of the other kids.

“No matter where I’ve been, 
I’ve always rooted for Union 
County, so I just thought it was 
something I needed to do.”

Waters, who graduated from 
Dunnellon High School and the 
University of Florida, had short 
coaching stints in Dunnellon 
and Hawthorne before joining 
Pruitt’s staff at UCHS. He later 
joined the staff of Bradford High 
School Head Football Coach 
Rowland Cummings, whom 
Waters coached alongside at 

UCHS. While at BHS, Waters 
also coached baseball as an 
assistant and served as head 
coach on three separate occasions 
following the resignation of other 
coaches.

He returned to Union, where 
he helped coach baseball and 
football at UCHS and served as 
head coach of the middle school 
football team. Waters was the 
UCHS head baseball coach for 
three seasons and also briefly 
filled in as athletic director 
during Head Football Coach 
Ronny Pruitt’s life-threatening 
illness in 2016.

A return to Bradford saw 
Waters fill the role of athletic 
director as well as helping to 
coach football.

Waters coached alongside 
Robby Pruitt again when Pruitt, 
after coaching for 20-plus years 
in Georgia, returned to Florida to 
take the head job at Williston in 
2022.

His responsibilities as athletic 
director in Williston took up a lot 
of his time. He was ready to take 
advantage of an opportunity to 
return to Union when a teaching 
position opened up. That would 
allow him to see more of his 
family. His wife, Erin, already 
works in the school system and 
sons Kanaan and Kyson are 
Union students. Waters’ oldest 
son, Kale, graduated from UCHS 
in 2023.

“The people in Williston 
were very great and gracious to 
me, helping me out as much as 
possible, but I just wanted to be 
closer (to home),” Waters said. 
“I was starting to miss more stuff 
with my kids. I’ve given a lot of 
time to other people’s kids. It 
was just time to give a little bit 
more back to mine.”

Since becoming the UCHS 
interim coach, Waters has been 
busy hiring coaches after five 
assistants resigned (see related 
story). In talking to a Telegraph-
Times-Monitor journalist on 
June 3, Waters said he was close 
to completing his staff and noted 
that it looked as if it would 
consist of some who played for 
the Tigers and some who’ve 
played and coached collegiately.

Waters said he and the 
program have already received 
great support in such a short 
period of time. He said he wasn’t 
sure if he was going to be able 
to feed players breakfast on the 
morning of June 3, as summer 
workouts are now underway. 
Now, it looks as if he may have 
someone providing breakfast and 
lunch for the remainder of the 
week and possibly for the whole 
summer.

Also, he said that many who 
work for the school district have 
offered to help in any way they 
can.

“I can’t say enough about how 
much people have helped us and 
how much the good Lord has 
blessed us,” Waters said.

Ripplinger said having an 
interim coach for 2025 will “give 
us time to get our resources 
together, not be in a rush and 
make a good decision.”

“Toward the end of the 
upcoming season, we will search 
for the best possible candidate 
who is out there to take over the 
team for the spring,” Ripplinger 
said.

The superintendent added 
that “the type of coach we’re 
probably looking for is not the 
type who would just walk away 
from a program at this time of the 
year.”

As for Tiger football fans, 
Ripplinger encourages them 
to continue to support the 
program, the coaches and, most 
importantly, the players.

“The ones who always deserve 
our attention and support the 
most are the players,” Ripplinger 
said. “That should not change. 
They’re the ones who are out 
there working out all summer 
long and hitting during two-a-
days and kind of going through 
the grind of the season.

“Regardless of what has 
occurred off the field, they still 
deserve our respect and our 
support on Friday nights and 
during the week.”

Andrew Thomas fired as UCHS football coach

Andrew Thomas had a 46-
14 record in five seasons 
at UCHS. His postseason 

record was 10-5 as the 
Tigers made the playoffs all 
five seasons, advancing to 
the state semifinals twice.

Superintendent of Schools 
Mike Rippinger said it 

was in the best interest 
of the football program — 
immediately and longterm 

— to part ways with 
Thomas.

See THOMAS, page 12

Lamar Waters will be interim 
coach for the 2025 season

Lamar Waters has coached 
multiple sports at UCHS, 
beginning with being an 

assistant on Robby Pruitt’s 
football staff in the 1990s.
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Andrews Site Prep 
(386) 867-0572
Services 20 
different 
counties!

(386) 867-0572(386) 867-0572

“Good quality work at an affordable price, 
very professional staff and extremely 

dependable to get the job done when they 
state it will be done. They recommend them 

for future well or septic services.”

The Chiropractic & Injury Clinic of Starke 
601 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-8018
601 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091

“Amazing people amazing 
atmosphere and a great 

chiropractor and don’t forget the 
sweetest receptionist there could 

be thank you for all you do”

Craig Falstreaux Heating & Air, Inc
228 S Walnut St, 
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-2241(904) 964-2241

“Our AC quit blowing last night and 
Danny came out first thing today and 
had the issue found and fixed within 

an hour! Fair price and extremely nice! 
Could not recommend them more! 

Thanks so much!”

Robert’s Insurance 
986 N Temple Ave, Starke, FL 32091
(904) 452-7784

“The insurance agency helps keep 
the insurance prices down.”

“Always a great place to visit 
and get help!”

Clifford Z. Johnson Jr. Inc
(863) 812-8198

Screen Rooms, Patio 
Covers, Leak Repairs, 

Home Repairs
Bradford County Sheriffs Office
945-B N Temple Ave, Starke, FL 32091
(904) 966-6161(904) 966-6161

“I need to take a minute to recognize my jail 
command team, the people I’m surrounded by. 

Each unique and strong in their own areas. 
There is nothing anyone asks of them 

they don’t do and almost always with a smile. 
They take care of business and take care of 

people at the same time.”

Miller HVAC Services, Inc. 
(904) 626-0963
Serving Northeast FL 

“You can’t go wrong with Miller HVAC, 
they have a dedicated team in 

providing excellent service, excellent 
customer skills, service with a smile 
and at a great price!! They care about 

your needs!”

YMCA Camp Immokalee 
6765 Immokalee Rd
Keystone Heights, FL 
32656 

(352) 473-4213

Camp Immokalee is a wonderful and magical 
place! My daughter has been going for 4 years 
and loves it. I would definitely recommend!”

Phillip McDonald Plumbing
740 S Orange St, 
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-3737

“STOP looking for a plumber -- you found the 
best one right here!!!!! I wish there was some 

way to convey how great I think McDonald 
Plumbing is, how much I trust them and what 

outstanding work standards, morals and 
ethics this company holds itself to.”

Phillip McDonald Plumbing

DLP Bank 
811 S Walnut St, Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-7830

Teal Tile Carpet One
131 N Cherry St, Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-7423

“Amazing service, great 
selection of carpet and tile. 

Definitely recommend for any 
flooring needs!”
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Hometown Health & Wellness 
260 S Lawrence Blvd, Suite 101
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
(352) 664-7702

“Nice facility. Knowledgeable 
staff. So excited to be here! 
Can’t wait until next time!”

260 S Lawrence Blvd, Suite 101
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Bradford County Eye Center
292 Lafayette St, 
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-8076

“What a great visit I had today at 
Bradford County Eye Center. First 

time trying contacts and I could not 
be happier. Very friendly, 

professional staff!”

DLP Bank 

HHiigghhllyy RRaatteedd LLooccaall BBuussiinneesssseess!!

SHOP LOCAL ALL

Starke Golf & Country Club 
15501 NE 14th Ave, 
Starke, FL 32091 
(904) 964-5441

Starke Golf & Country Club Starke Golf & Country Club 

(904) 964-5441
“This is a great course--mind 
you I’m a beginner--and it is 
well maintained. My son and 
I golfed there recently and 

had a really enjoyable 
experience. The price was 
excellent was the service.”

“Very welcoming bank. They learn and know 
you by name and will not stop until they have 

helped with whatever your needs maybe. 
I love this bank.”

“It was my dogs first time at the vet in 
9 years. We were both nervous. But the 
staff and doctors were very friendly and 
ensured me and my dog that everything 

would be OK. Glad we went.”

Town & Country Vet Clinic
1051 S Water St, 
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-6411

North Florida Technical College 
609 North Orange Street
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 966-6764

“This school is one of the top institutions 
for LPN training in North Florida. 

Mrs. McCord and Mrs. Dickinson are 
outstanding additions to the nursing 

program, and I am deeply appreciative 
of their guidance and support.”

Lake Area Heating and Air 
7415 State Rd 21, Keystone Heights, FL 32656
(352) 473-9595

Formerly Mike Bertie Heating and Air, 
Serving Keystone Heights and
surrounding areas since 2008.

Paragon Protection & Investigations
750 W Madison St,
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 817-3110

“Excellent investigation, 
I contacted them and they found 

the information that I needed 
quickly. They were very 
professional, kind and 

understanding. Will definitely 
use them again. Thank you”

Hope Christian Academy
3900 State Rte 100
Starke, FL 32091
(352) 473-4040

“As parents, my husband and 
I wanted our daughter to have a 

Christ centered education focused 
on giving her a Biblical worldview. 

We found that at HCA!”

Paragon Protection 
and Investigations

20 years of experience!

BRADFORDBRADFORD
PHARMACY

Bradford Pharmacy
1371 S Walnut St #1400, 
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 364-5979

“Excellent pharmacy with a great, 
friendly staff! The pharmacist is highly 

knowledgeable and always takes the time to 
answer any questions. The service is fast, 

efficient, and truly customer-focused. Highly 
recommend for anyone looking for a reliable 

and welcoming pharmacy!”
www.worleyconstruction.net

SHOP LOCAL ALL

“I was drawn to coach in 
Union County because of its 
history for loving and supporting 
their football teams. And Union 
County did not disappoint. They 
did support and still are very 
supportive of the football team, 
my staff, my family and myself. 
No matter what the future holds 
for my family and me, Union 
County will always be very 
special to me.”

Thomas then focused on his 
family and coaching staff.

“While I gave this program my 
heart, it would not have been this 
successful without the help of 
my wife (Angel) and children,” 

he said. “Some are aware — but 
obviously some aren’t — how 
much time and effort and love 
my wife and family have put into 
the background of this program.

“I have also been very 
fortunate to have a wonderful 
coaching staff throughout the 
fi ve years that’s changed year 
to year — different guys that 
have bought into our culture and 
some who have gone on to better 
themselves as professionals and 
new guys that have come in and 
loved and built on what we’ve 
done the last fi ve years. They 
have worked far beyond the 
hours of their paycheck.”

Thomas said coaches’ jobs 
are to “turn boys into men, 
describing football as a “tough 
sport played by tough men.” That 

job is “harder and harder in this 
day and age,” Thomas said, but 
he expressed his gratitude for the 
student-athletes he coached.

“Without them and their true 
commitment and buy-in, then we 
don’t have what we’ve had.”

Thomas highlighted the 
program’s accomplishments 
since he was hired in 2020, 
including advancing three rounds 
deep into the postseason every 
year and the two state-semifi nal 
appearances.

“We’ve won 10 playoff games 
in fi ve years — equal to the 
previous 16 seasons combined,” 
Thomas said.

He also said during his time 
there the Tigers experienced 
the “best fi ve-year run in Union 
County in 30 years,” which is

correct regarding postseason 
success. The Tigers did win 51 
of 60 games in 2011-15 under 
Ronny Pruitt, though their 
playoff record those years was 
5-5.

Thomas mentioned program 
improvements, such as the fi eld 
getting a new jumbotron and the 
locker room getting new legacy 
lockers and fl ooring. Also, the 
fi eld house is being renovated.

“Most importantly,” Thomas 
said, is that 16 players have 
gotten opportunities to play in 
college.”

Thomas closed his statement 
by saying, “Apparently, this 
culture of success has been 
challenged and questioned, but 
I’m dang sure proud of it.”

Thomas was one of fi ve fi nalists 
for the UCHS coaching position 
and was, according to Carlton 
Faulk, who was superintendent 
of schools, a unanimous selection 
by a committee composed of 10 
members who represented fi ve 
decades of UCHS football.

Fauk cited Thomas’ work 
ethic, moral character and small-
town background as his biggest 
strengths.

Thomas, a 1995 Dixie County 
High School graduate who would 
go on to graduate from Florida 
State University, coached as an 
assistant at Newberry, Dixie and 
then Chiefl and before taking on 
the head job at Trenton.

Trenton went 60-6 and won 
two state championships in 

Thomas’ fi ve seasons there. 
The school experienced 13 
postseason wins under Thomas 
after having just 10 all-time prior 
to his arrival.

Thomas left Trenton to take 
the head job at T.R. Miller High 
School in Brewton, Alabama. 
He coached there two seasons, 
going 13-8, before moving back 
to Florida, where he was hired as 
the head coach at Ocala’s Trinity 
Catholic.

Trinity went 13-9 in two 
seasons before Thomas accepted 
the head job at UCHS.

The Tigers won at least eight 
games in each season under 
Thomas, with a 12-win season 
in 2021 and a 10-win season in 
2024.

THOMAS
Continued from page 11



BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

The installation of offi cers for 
the Woman’s Club of Starke was 
a cause for shell-abration, if you 
will.

General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs Florida District 
4 Director Terry Laws conducted 
the installation at the club’s 
May 14 meeting, using a theme 
of “Gifts from the Sea” and 
highlighting each position with a 
particular seashell.

“The ocean is fi lled with many 
wonders,” said Laws, who’s 
a member of Jacksonville’s 
Lakeshore Woman’s Club. 
“Among these wonders are 
found beautiful and useful sea 
animals — their homes are 
known to us as seashells. There 
are lessons to be learned from 
our ocean friends, and today, I’d 
like to present a gift from the sea 
to each one of you to remind you 
of the offi ce that you are to hold 
next year.”

Laws began by presenting 
President Sheila Barnes with a 
conch shell, saying, “In the olden 
days, this shell was often used 
as a trumpet, perhaps to herald 
the beginning of a meeting or 
to give notice of a gathering. 
Appropriately enough, one kind 
of conch is known as the queen 
conch for its qualities.”

Barnes will preside over club 
and executive-board meetings as 
well as serve as the club’s offi cial 
delegate at district and state 
meetings, Laws said, adding, 
“May you, madame president, let 
this shell remind you that your 
club has elected you because of 
your leadership qualities.”

First Vice President Cindy 
Little was presented with a clam 
shell.

“Clams live in the midst of 
many coral animals and at times 
with sea plants and animals 
actually living on the clams’ 
shells,” Laws said.

After explaining that Little’s 
duties would include assuming 
the president’s duties in her 
absence, arranging programs 
for monthly meetings, handling 
annual reporting and promoting 
the club’s service in the area of 
arts and culture, environment and 
education and libraries, Laws 
said, “Like the clam, you will 
help others to thrive as they join 
your group, and you, too, will 
gain by having many members 
around you.”

Laws presented Second Vice 
President Lisa Rodgers with a 
murex shell, saying, “The murex 
has a hard shell and strong 
spines. You shall serve the duties 
of the president or fi rst vice 
president as needed. You shall 
be over membership, health and 
wellness, and civic engagement.

“Like the murex, you will be 
strong in promoting your club’s 
functions.”

As she presented Third Vice 
President Cleo Elder with a 
cone shell, Laws said, “These 
shells are the favorite of many 
collectors and are considered 
some of the most highly valuable 
shells in the world. You shall 
serve the duties of the president 
or fi rst vice president or second 
vice president as needed. 
You shall be responsible for 
fundraising and service projects, 
which shall include education.

“May the thought of this 
valuable shell encourage you in 
this position.”

Lori Thompson’s offi ce 
of fourth vice president was 
represented by a cowrie shell. 
Thompson wasn’t present, 
but the script Laws went by 
described the cowrie shell as 
being “as smooth on the outside 
as it is on the inside” and that the 
shells were valuable and used by 
fur traders.

With the fourth vice president 
being responsible for social 
activities and the house and 
grounds, the cowrie shell is to 
serve as a reminder that the role 
makes her “valuable to us all.”

Recording Secretary Jejetta 
Lee was presented with a scallop 
shell.

“This type of shellfi sh travels 
by a kind of jet propulsion,” 
Laws said. “After the shell opens 
and closes, a jet of escaping water 
pushes the scallop forward.

“As you accurately record the 
minutes of the executive board 
and club meetings, you will 
perform quickly and effi ciently. 
You shall be the custodian 
of all offi cial documents and 

papers and the preparing of the 
yearbook.

“May this shell remind you of 
your responsibilities.”

Laws presented Corresponding 
Secretary Jaelyn Jackson with an 
auger shell, saying, “These high-
spined shells have many whorls, 
which wind down, resembling 
a writing tool. They are said to 
inspire intuition.

“You shall attend to all 
the correspondence of the 
organization. You shall give 
notice to the election of new 
members and publish the 
newsletter.

“May you remember this shell 
when you correspond with others 
as you represent the organization, 
and may you always have your 
heart in your job.”

Treasurer Linda Lee received a 
quahog shell.

“Many years ago, Indians used 
this shell animal for two purposes 
— for food and as money,” Laws 
said. “May you be reminded to 
be useful to your organization, 
and may the quahog especially 
remind you to be cautious as 
you handle the fi nances. You 
shall keep a record of all income 
and expenses. You shall hold all 
monies and keep records of all 
receipts and disbursements and 
make a monthly, written report. 
You shall submit your records 
to the auditor at the end of the 
year.”

In conclusion, Laws told the 
offi cers they were only a part of 
the club.

“May each one of you do your 
part, and may the rest of you do 
your part, so that you can function 
effectively, harmoniously and 
joyfully, as do our friends from 
the sea,” Laws said.

President’s awards
Barnes, who has already been 

serving in the role of president, 
presented awards to several club 
members, starting with Charnelle 
Whittemore, a past president she 
described as a mentor and one 
who “took the time to take this 
club into her hands and run it 
for four solid years, and through 
blood, sweat and tears has really 
made an impact — not only on 
the club, but on me as well.”

“She’s a great friend to me,” 
Barnes said, adding, “I just love 
her with all my heart, so this 
year’s Woman of the Year award 
goes to my beautiful friend, 
Charnelle Whittemore.”

Barnes presented Little with 
an Outstanding Service Award, 
saying, “This young lady has 
been by my side. When I fi rst 
asked her to be a part of the team 
and sit on the board with me as 
my right-hand woman, she was 
like, ‘As long as you’re doing it, 
I’ll do it with you.’

“She’s been a go-getter. She 
keeps our prayer requests going. 
She reaches out and keeps our 
socials going. She’s always 
asking questions to keep our 
minds open on the board, so we 
come up with new ideas and do 
new things.”

Jackson received a Leadership 
in Excellence Award, with 
Barnes saying that Jackson 
“jumped in” and took on such 
roles as chairing the arts and 
culture committee and being 
involved in multiple projects as 
well as the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs District 4 arts-
and-crafts event.

In presenting Charlotte 
Williams with a Spirit Award, 
Barnes said, “She’s there with 
us for everything. If we need 
something, all we do is call Miss 
Charlotte, and she will do the 
best that she can.”

Monterey Wasdin, who Barnes 
said has “been a blessing to 
our club,” received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award, while 
Rodgers was presented with a 
Community Impact Award.

“She has chaired our civic 
engagement and outreach 
committee,” Barnes said 
of Rodgers. “She’s always 
volunteering.”

Elder was presented with a 
Fundraising Champion Award 
following a year in which the 
club raised more than $18,000.

“This lady never wants to 
be recognized,” Barnes said, 
“but she’s always there, willing 
to help. When I jumped in as 
fundraising chair, she was right 
there by my side, helping me sell 
those tickets and helping me get 
things done.

“Now, we’re helping her as 
much as we possibly can.”

In presenting Lorie Riley 
with a Creative Vision Award, 
Barnes described Riley as “very 
creative” and noted how she, as a 
new club member, co-chaired the 
arts and culture committee and 
assisted with the production and 
sound for the club’s “Drinking 
Habits” play.

Jejetta Lee received a Behind 
the Scenes Award.

“She’s very quiet, but she 
serves on our board, and she’s 
always making sure we’ve 
got our reports in as far as the 
minutes to our board meetings, 
minutes for the luncheons and 
things like that,” Barnes said.

In presenting Brenda Bell with 
a Best New Member Award, 
Barnes said, “She has joined 
forces with Ms. Lisa (Rodgers), 
helping volunteer with our 
civic engagement and outreach 
programs. She helps with the 
disadvantaged. Anytime we need 
her, she shows up. She’s helping 
bring food in, put food on the 
table, clean up, put chairs away 
— whatever needs to be done.”

Penny Pearson-Yaxley 
received a Most Cheerful 
Member Award.

“Anytime I’ve ever come to 
this club, this woman has a smile 
on her face, and she greets people 
with a smile,” Barnes said.

Barnes’ fi nal presentation 
was the Problem Solver Award, 
which went to Linda Lee.

“Anytime I need a question 
answered, she will answer me,” 
Barnes said.
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Sea-themed installation highlights Woman’s Club meeting

The Woman’s Club of Starke held an installation of offi cers at its May 14 meeting, with General Federation of 
Womeh’s Clubs Florida District 4 Director Terry Laws performing the installation. Pictured (l-r) are Past President 
Charnelle Whittemore, Treasurer Linda Lee, Corresponding Secretary Jaelyn Jackson, Recording Secretary 
Jejetta Lee, Third Vice President Cleo Elder, First Vice President Cindy Little, Second Vice President Lisa 
Rodgers, President Sheila Barnes and Laws. Not pictured: Fourth Vice President Lori Thompson.

Charnelle Whittemore (left) 
receives the Woman of the 

Year Award from Sheila 
Barnes.

Charlotte Williams was 
presented with a Club 
Spirit Award by Sheila 

Barnes.

Cleo Elder (right) receives 
a Fundraising Champion 

Award from Sheila Barnes.

Sheila Barnes (left) 
presents a Best New 

Member Award to Brenda 
Bell.

Cindy Little (left) receives 
an Outstanding Service 

Award from Sheila Barnes.

Sheila Barnes (left) 
presents a Lifetime 

Achievement Award to 
Monterey Wasdin.

Lorie Riley (right) receives 
a Creative Vision Award 

from Sheila Barnes.

Penny Pearson-Yaxley 
(right) receives a Most 

Cheerful Member Award 
from Sheila Barnes.

Jaelyn Jackson (right) 
receives a Leadership in 
Excellence Award from 

Sheila Barnes.

Lisa Rodgers (left) receives 
a Community Impact Award 

from Sheila Barnes.

Sheila Barnes (left) 
presents a Behind the 

Scenes Award to Jejetta 
Lee.

Linda Lee (left) receives a 
Problem Solver Award from 

Sheila Barnes.

To all of our family members and friends, we invite 
you and your family to come and fellowship with us as 

we celebrate the 

life and birthday of

Brother Earl Barber

on Sunday, June 8,

at 3 p.m. at True Vine Outreach Ministry, 422 Saint 
Clair St., Starke.

As Earl battles terminal cancer, what better time to 
comfort him. We know God is an awesome God!

So please spread the word and come praising God!

On behalf of the Barber family, we would like to thank 
you in advance for your support. 

Thanks again, and may God continue to bless you!

—Rev. Esther Barber Kelly

Birthday
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Your hometown gym 
for thirteen years!
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Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-3488

anytimefitness.com

When you join in Starke,
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North East Florida is 
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your home town. 
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Available!Available!

Your Father’s Day HeadquartersYour Father’s Day Headquarters

1. Free membership is open to any consumer or business within Florida Credit Union’s 48 county field of membership. Approval required, if approved subject to maintain 
a minimum $5 balance in savings. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 05/28/25. Subject to change; see certificate agreement for current rates, terms and 
1. Free membership is open to any consumer or business within Florida Credit Union’s 48 county field of membership. Approval required, if approved subject to maintain 
a minimum $5 balance in savings. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 05/28/25. Subject to change; see certificate agreement for current rates, terms and 
1. Free membership is open to any consumer or business within Florida Credit Union’s 48 county field of membership. Approval required, if approved subject to maintain 

requirements. Minimum balance to open share certificate varies per certificate with a maximum of $5,000,000. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you 
a minimum $5 balance in savings. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 05/28/25. Subject to change; see certificate agreement for current rates, terms and 
requirements. Minimum balance to open share certificate varies per certificate with a maximum of $5,000,000. After maturity, if you choose to roll over your CD, you 
a minimum $5 balance in savings. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 05/28/25. Subject to change; see certificate agreement for current rates, terms and 

will earn dividends according to the CD agreement or at the then current APY as stated on flcu.org at that time. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals which 
may reduce earnings. Fees may reduce earnings. 2. Offer can be canceled at any time. Free membership is open to anyone within Florida Credit Union’s 48 county field 
of membership. Anyone who has held a checking account with FCU in the past 24 months will not qualify for the incentive. Must be 18 years old or older to qualify. One per 
household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must be made to this account within the first 60 days of account 
of membership. Anyone who has held a checking account with FCU in the past 24 months will not qualify for the incentive. Must be 18 years old or older to qualify. One per 
household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must be made to this account within the first 60 days of account 
of membership. Anyone who has held a checking account with FCU in the past 24 months will not qualify for the incentive. Must be 18 years old or older to qualify. One per 

opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the government. 
household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must be made to this account within the first 60 days of account 
opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the government. 
household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must be made to this account within the first 60 days of account 

Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains open and in 
opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the government. 
Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains open and in 
opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the government. 

good standing for 90 days, the $300 will be credited to account. $300 is considered interest and will be reported on IRS form 1
Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains open and in 
good standing for 90 days, the $300 will be credited to account. $300 is considered interest and will be reported on IRS form 1
Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains open and in 

099-INT. Prior terms subject to change. 
Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains open and in 

099-INT. Prior terms subject to change. 
Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains open and in 

Full-service checking includes direct deposit, Visa debit card, online banking, and eStatements Insured by NCUA. FCUMKNP0577-0525

when you open a new checking
account with qualifying activities.2$300Get

%
APY14.25

13-month CD Special
$1,000 min. balance 

%
APY14.20

7-month CD Special
$1,000 min. balance 

COOKING
UP

GREAT 
SAVINGS

FCU CD deposits are federally insured by NCUA.
 IRA CD Specials also available!

Starke Branch - 2460 Commercial Dr.

904-964-1427
flcu.org/cd-checking

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission is 
asking Florida residents and 
visitors to report all sightings of 
wild turkeys between now and 
Aug. 31. This includes hens, 
poults (newly hatched wild 
turkeys) and gobblers.

Florida’s annual summer 
wild turkey survey is part of a 
broader multi-state initiative 
aimed at better understanding 
the reproductive success and 
abundance of wild turkeys. 
This survey helps determine 
wild turkey nesting success, 
poult survival and population 
distribution and abundance, 

which is crucial information that 
FWC biologists need to manage 
and sustain healthy wild turkey 
populations for years to come.

Nests typically begin to 

hatch in late spring and continue 
into the summer. However, 
nesting success can vary each 
year based on several factors, 
including weather conditions, 
predation and habitat quality. 
Fluctuations in nesting 
success and poult survival can 
strongly infl uence wild turkey 
populations.

By reporting wild turkey 
sightings, Floridians and visitors 
can help biologists estimate 
population metrics at statewide 
and regional levels. 

To learn more and start 
reporting, visit MyFWC.com/
hunting/turkey.

FWC asks for reports of wild 
turkey sightings until Aug. 31


