
Call Street detour 
Jan. 13–16

Call Street (State Road 230) 
between U.S. 301 and St. Clair Street 
will be closed for resurfacing from 
6:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 13, to 6 a.m. 
Monday, Jan. 16. 

Please plan for alternate parking as 
on-street parking along Call Street will 
not be available during resurfacing 
operations. This will primarily affect 
diners and movie-goers. Parking is 
available downtown, including the 
parking lot across from Starke City 
Hall on Thompson Street, Santa Fe 
College and First Baptist Church.

For more on this and future detours, 
see inside.

MLK events 
announced

In honoring the life and legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., the 
Concerned Citizens of Bradford 
County is sponsoring the following 
events:

—Saturday, Jan. 14, is the annual 
Service Awards Banquet at The 
Woman’s Club of Starke, 201 N. 
Walnut St. The banquet begins at 6 
p.m. Tickets are $35 for adults and $15 
for children 8 to 17.

—Monday, Jan. 16, is the annual 
MLK Celebration. This year the 
event will begin at 11 a.m. at the 
Florida National Guard Armory, 720 
Edwards Road in Starke. Brunch will 
immediately follow the program.

For more information, please call 
the office at 904-964-2298 or 904-
966-1100.

Food distribution 
at fairgrounds

A communitywide food distribution 
hosted by Feeding Northeast Florida 
and True Vine Ministry will take 
place Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 9 a.m. at the 
Bradford County Fairgrounds.

Food boxes often include fresh 
produce, deli and bakery items, dairy 
and some meats. Inventory is subject 
to availability. This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

Weekly deadline is Monday at 5 p.m.  •  Phone  904-964-6305  •  Fax  904-964-8628

editor@bctelegraph.com   •  BCTelegraph.com  •        
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Bradford Elementary — The school has a name
BY MARK J. CRAWFORD

Telegraph Editor
STARKE — Monday night, the 

school board voted unanimously 
to name the district’s new school 
Bradford Elementary.

Among a few suggestions, Bradford 
Elementary was the most submitted, 
according to Superintendent Will 
Hartley. It was also the option 
preferred by the board.

School Board Member Sheila 
Cummings did say her top choice 
after speaking with members of the 

community was to continue with 
the name Southside Elementary. 
It is familiar, she said. Bradford 
Elementary was her second choice.

School Board Member Lynn 
Melvin said with a new school comes 
a new beginning — one school staff 
members are anticipating. The school 
also reflects the consolidation of three 
schools of which Southside is just one.

“I’m in favor of Bradford 
Elementary. I think that includes 
everyone, represents every child in 
our county,” she said.

Members Cheryl Canova and 
Candace Osteen agreed. Osteen said, 
“I think it’s something that would 
be very meaningful to the entire 
community to move forward with a 
new name that represents all of us.”

School Board Chairwoman Gayle 
Nicula announced that was her 
preference as well.

Among the submissions were 
names of former school personnel. 
Alligator Creek Elementary was also 
suggested, as were Temple Elementary 
and Flatwoods Elementary. Temple 

Avenue is U.S. 301 and Temple’s 
Mills is a little-known area from 
an 1800s map of Bradford County. 
Flatwoods represents the forest area 
where the school is being constructed.

Some tried combining the names of 
the consolidated schools — Southside, 
Brooker and Hampton — to develop 
something new like Hambrook South 
or South Hambrook Elementary, and 
South Brampton Elementary.

The school, which is still under 
construction, is scheduled to open in 
the fall.

It’s time to order the signs.

SWAT team members breach the front door to put a gas canister 
into the home. Photo: Bradford County Sheriff’s Office. 

‘Joke’ leads to standoff 
BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Telegraph Staff Writer

MELROSE — An encounter with 
a Domino’s Pizza delivery driver 
escalated into a confrontation with 
deputies and a standoff with a SWAT 
team in Melrose.

Bradford County Sheriff Gordon 
Smith said deputies eventually 
resorted to tear gas to force Ryan Cain 
Newell from his Midway-area home 
on Thursday, January 5. 

Deputies arrested the 36-year-old 
for aggravated assault, resisting an 
officer, false imprisonment, and an 
Alachua County arrest warrant for a 
probation violation.

According to an arrest report, 
a Domino’s Pizza delivery driver 
told deputies that she drove to the 
Southeast 28th Way home with an 
order from the business’s mobile app.

When she arrived at the house 
around 10 p.m. on Wednesday, the 
porch light was not on, and when 
Newell opened the front door, he got 
into “a shooting stance.”

“(The driver) advised Newell was 
approximately five yards from (her),” 
wrote arresting officer T. Lovell in 

the report. “(The driver) observed an 
object that appeared to be a gun and 
was in fear that she was going to be 
shot. (While the driver) was backing 
away out of fear for her safety, Newell 
stated, ‘it’s a fake gun.’”

When deputies went to the home to 

Newell

See STANDOFF, page 7

More questions about 
Lake Butler spending

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Times Staff Writer 

LAKE BUTLER — In a special 
meeting on Jan. 9, the Lake Butler 
City Commission discussed several 
issues concerning budget overruns and 
spending, much of which had never 
been brought before the commission 
for approval.

The meeting was held at the request 
of Commissioner Melissa Hendrix 
who, at the regular commission 
meeting in December, had pointed out 
at several financial issues about which 
she had questions. 

At that time the questions were 
related to current city monthly 
financial statements and the fact 
that some of the budgeted line items 
were already depleted or in which 
the balance of available funds was 
depleted more that would be expected 
for only the second month of the city’s 
fiscal year (i.e., line items in which the 
balance was depleted by as much as 
80% when the expected expenditures 
would be around 17%). 

Since that time, Hendrix has 
delved deeper into city finances, not 
only reviewing monthly financial 
statements but also reviewing 
the statements for city credit 
card purchases. She related some 
interesting numbers to her fellow 
commissioners.

Hendrix started her presentation by 
noting that the city ended the 2021-
22 fiscal year over-budget in several 
areas and in the negative overall. 
She noted several line items where 
city (taxpayer) funds were spent in 
items that were never included in 
the original budget for the year and 
that were never brought before the 
commission for approval. One was 
the erection of a privacy fence at the 
Dekle Cemetery in the city and the 
largest for “grass cleanup” at the lake 
for which the city paid about $20,000.

Also noted by Hendrix were the 
raises being given to employees 
recently by City Manager Dale Walker 
as merit raises.

“The salaries we are paying now 
are way over the amount budgeted 
for them,” Hendrix said. “Some 
employees have received increases of 
up to 30%, while others have increased 
by 15% or 12%. One person’s salary 
has already exceeded the cap for that 
position. This year’s raises are costing 
the city $62,000 for 14 employees. 
When the commission approved the 
last personnel policy, they gave the 
matter of merit raises into the hands 
of the city manager, the public works 
director and the finance director 
without oversight by the commission. 

She also noted that, in addition 
to their salaries, employees were 
receiving funds in their paychecks for 
other items as well.

“The city has a shoe policy, that was 
created before I was elected, that gave 
employees $100 for the purchase of 
shoes for work. I believe the original 
policy was for workers who required 
special shoes (such as steel-toed boots 
for public works employees) to keep 
them safe on the job. But now, all 
the employees are getting that $100 
annually, even Mr. Walker. There are 
also issues with the uniform policy 
(see below) and the $8,000 per year 
stipend given to all city employees to 
cover hospitalization expenses, which 
is set to be increased to $8,500 in 
the proposed personnel policy that is 
awaiting commission approval.”

Hendrix said she had requested 
copies of past personnel policies, as 
well as the city’s credit card policy but 
has not yet received either.

Hendrix did request and received 
copies of the credit card statements 
for past months and said she found 

See SPENDING, page 3
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T & L Lawn ServiceT & L Lawn Service
352-214-9776  //  904-454-6638

Mowing - Yard Cleaning 
Trimming - Pruning - Bush Hogging 

Thursday 11/17:
Running the Bases 7:00 

(Upstairs)
Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever 7:00  (Downstairs)

Friday 11/18:
Black Panther: Wakanda 
Forever 7:00 (Downstairs)
The Chosen 7:15 (Upstairs)

Saturday 11/19:
Black Panther: Wakanda 

Forever 3:00 & 7:00 
(Downstairs)

The Chosen 3:15 & 7:15 
(Upstairs)

Sunday 11/20:
Black Panther: Wakanda 

Forever 3:00 & 7:00 
(Downstairs)

The Chosen 3:15 & 7:15 
(Upstairs)

Monday 11/21:
The Chosen 7:00 

(Downstairs)
Black Panther: Wakanda 

Forever 7:15 (Upstairs)

Tuesday 11/22:
The Chosen 7:00 

(Downstairs)
Screen 2 closed 
for private party

Florida Twin TheatreFlorida Twin Theatre
904-964-5451 REGULAR SCHEDULE!

Visit us on-line at www.FloridaTwinTheatre.com

Thursday 1/12
M3GAN - 7:00 (Downstairs)

Avatar 2: Way of Water - 6:45 (Upstairs)

Friday 1/13
A Man Called Otto - 7:00  (Downstairs)

M3GAN - 7:15 (Upstairs)

Saturday 1/14
A Man Called Otto - 4:00 & 7:00 

(Downstairs)

M3GAN - 4:15 & 7:15 (Upstairs)

Sunday 1/15
A Man Called Otto - 4:00 & 7:00 

(Downstairs)

M3GAN - 4:15 & 7:15 (Upstairs)

Reynolds hired as new KHHS football coach
BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Keystone Heights High School 
has announced the hiring of 
Steve Reynolds as its new head 
varsity football coach.

Reynolds, who’s served as an 
assistant football and assistant 
boys weightlifting coach the 
past three seasons at KHHS and 
is currently the school’s dean 
of students, steps in for Chuck 
Dickinson, the current athletic 
director, who resigned after 24 
seasons. He has head-coaching 
experience at Bradford (2012-
13) and Oakleaf (2016-17).

“It’s an exciting opportunity 
to build off of what has been 
done here,” Reynolds said, 
mentioning those who held the 
position before him.

“You’ve seen a lot of good 
coaches come through here,” he 
said. “It’s a good place.”

Principal Laurie Burke said 
approximately 20 applied for 
the position. She said one 
reason Reynolds is the right 
person to lead the program is 
the fact that he’s already been 
a part of the program, not just 
specifically coaching football, 
but also helping to build the 
foundation for football success 
as a weightlifting coach.

“He is passionate about 
Keystone,” Burke said. “He’s 

worked so closely with the boys 
the last three years.”

Burke said she likes the fact 
that Reynolds also has roots in 
Keystone. He’s lived there for 
approximately 10 years. He and 
his wife, Lauren, have three sons: 
Dylan, 11, Henry 4, and Tyler, 2.

“He’s a Keystone family 
man,” Burke said, adding, “He’s 

dedicated to Keystone.”
Reynolds, who grew up in 

Bradford County and is a 2004 
Bradford High School graduate, 
said he wanted to have another 
opportunity to be a head coach, 
but he wasn’t actively pursuing 
any opportunity that was 
available. A big part of that was 
because he didn’t want to leave 
what is now home.

“This is where I live. This is 
where my kids live,” Reynolds 
said. “I’m excited about coaching 
a couple of blocks away from my 
house.”

Being a part of the community 
goes a long way in making the 
football program part of your 
family, which is what Reynolds 
wants.

“Keeping my football family 
close and involved with my 
family is very important to me,” 
Reynolds said. “We’ve done pool 
parties. We’ve done cookouts. 
We did Super Bowl parties the 
last few years.

“That’s become really 
important to me. The thing I’ve 
learned the most is this life is 
not about you. It’s about the 
relationships you can create and 
the impact you can make on 
people around you.”

Reynolds, an offensive 
lineman, played at Jacksonville 
University, graduating in 2008. 

He returned to Bradford High 
and coached one year as an 
assistant under Steve Hoard. 
He then coached as a graduate 
assistant at Northern State 
University in Aberdeen, South 
Dakota, in 2009.

The son of Steve and Brenda 
Reynolds returned to BHS and 
coached two years as an assistant 
under Derek Chipoletti. He 
was hired as head coach when 
Chipoletti resigned following the 
2011 season.

Reynolds went 10-11 
(including an 0-1 record in the 
playoffs) at BHS before resigning 
after the 2013 season. He worked 
under Chipoletti again for two 
years at Oakleaf and was hired 
as the Knights’ head coach when 
Chipoletti resigned after the 
2015 season.

Oakleaf went 9-11 under 
Reynolds before the school 
decided to make a change at the 
position.

Reynolds also worked at 
Buchholz under Head Coach 
Mark Whittemore and was an 
assistant under Chipoletti again 
at St. Johns Country Day.

“My relationship with 
(Chipoletti) is priceless,” 
Reynolds said. “Every stop he’s 
ever been a head coach at, I 
worked with him at some point. 
He really taught me a lot about 

how to see the game and about 
trying to get the best out of your 
players.”

Reynolds added that the 
knowledge of the game he gained 
from working with Chipoletti has 
been valuable.

Before going to KHHS, 
Reynolds already had a 
relationship with Dickinson. He 
said the two often communicated 
when he was at Oakleaf, 
describing them as like-minded 
coaches working in the same 
county.

“He’s been a close friend for 
many years,” Reynolds said.

Dickinson believes Reynolds 
has what it takes to lead the 
program.

“He’s very knowledgeable. 
He knows the game,” Dickinson 
said, adding, “I’m expecting 
some good things from him.”

Having had the chance to work 
alongside Dickinson has shown 
Reynolds how important it is 
and how rewarding it is to build 
relationships with the players 
you coach.

“In my time with Chuck 
here, I’ve learned a lot about 
really rewarding the kids and 
loving the kids,” Reynolds said. 
“Relationships are huge with 
Chuck.”

And they’re now huge with 
Reynolds. Yes, he wants to win 

games, but as he’s matured as a 
person, he’s learned that football 
is about so much more. He 
wants to encourage players to 
serve God and to strive to have 
a positive impact on others. He 
also wants to help teach them 
how to handle adversity in life.

“Our goals for our players are 
to become incredibly productive 
citizens in our community and 
to understand that tough times 
never last, but tough people do,” 
Reynolds said. “We want them 
to become great servant leaders. 
Football is just a segue to push 
that message.”

Reynolds said he’d like to 
incorporate more football-
specific training in the offseason, 
such as participation in seven-
on-seven events. He’d also like 
to start having events that bring 
KHHS football alumni together.

As for what happens on the 
field, the new head coach just 
wants to build off past success.

“I want to take this thing 
and keep moving it forward,” 
Reynolds said. “We won our 
first-ever playoff game in 2021. 
Let’s take the next step.”

Burke believes Reynolds is the 
coach to do that.

“He has a lot of ideas, dreams, 
goals and plans for our program 
that we believe will be very 
successful,” she said.

Steve Reynolds has been 
named the new head 

football coach at Keystone 
Heights High School. 

He had previous head-
coaching stints at Bradford 

High School (his alma 
mater) and Oakleaf and has 
been an assistant coach at 
KHHS the past three years. 

Photo by Cliff Smelley.

New year, new council, old issues in Lawtey
BY MELISSA PYLE

Telegraph Staff Writer
LAWTEY — The city of 

Lawtey convened its first 
meeting of 2023 on Jan. 3, and 
almost every seat was full at the 
meeting, with many residents 
there eager to see the two new 
council members sworn in later 
in the evening.

Mayor Jimmie Scott opened 
the floor to questions and one 
resident, Vyunda Strong, stood 
up, and confronted the council 
for neglecting to show up at 
the recent Bradford County 
Legislative Delegation Meeting 
on Dec. 19.

Strong said when she realized 
no one from Lawtey’s council 
was there to represent, she stood 
up for representation of Lawtey 
when the city was called. 

Strong was openly frustrated 
with the lack of representation 
because the city of Lawtey 
has been in a long process of 
securing funds for much needed 
infrastructure projects. 

With the topic of money at the 
forefront, Councilwoman Emily 
Hoffman spoke up and voiced 
her concerns over transparency 
in the billing and bookkeeping 
of the city. There was a lot of 
mumbling amongst the crowd 
when Hoffman began to speak 

on these issues and there were 
some accusations directed 
towards the job of the city and its 
bookkeeping practices. 

This prompted Mayor Scott 
to request to schedule another 
meeting for Jan. 23 where these 
personal issues and complaints 
can be handled amongst the 
employees and the council 
members and he insisted there 

was no point in wasting any 
more time at the public meeting 
in progress.

Councilman Tim Maulkey 
stated that an ad had been placed 
for a new maintenance man, but 
there were some who disagreed 
over the best place to advertise 
for this job. Councilwoman 
Hoffman asked the crowd if they 
had any suggestions for better 
advertising and no one had any 
suggestions. 

Mulkey also said that the grant 
for new water meters was in the 
works and this should be moving 
forward soon. Scott said this has 
been several years in the making 
and the city is still in the process 
of securing all funds needed for 
the project.

City Clerk Lisa Harley said 
that many of the grants are 
needed just to secure funds for 
design and engineering fees for 
these projects.

Police Chief Jerry Feltner 
presented Nathan Blom with 
the keys to the new police 
truck. Feltner also discussed a 
new ordinance that will impose 
violations for semi-trucks who 
use “jake brakes” unnecessarily.

This prompted City 
Councilwoman Debra Norman 
to ask if this fine would be for 
any time a loud brake is used 
and stated there are times when 
a large truck has to quickly make 
stops. Chief Feltner assured 
her that was not the case, but 
that tickets and fines would be 
for unnecessary use, and only 
if the driver is caught by a law 
enforcement officer would a fine 
be issued. 

Ben Carter of Lawtey’s Fire 
and Rescue Department reported 
that in the months of November 
and December there were 426 
calls, 11 structure fires, two brush 
fires, and 295 medical calls. Also 

mentioned was the flooding 
issue at the firehouse had been 
resolved since the completion of 
a new drainage pipe.

Councilwoman Debra Norman 
used much of her allotted time 
to give what she called, “a 
heartfelt speech” to the citizens 
of Lawtey. She stated that she 
would love to see a nice welcome 
sign installed for Lawtey, see the 
community work together to help 
others, have a city website built, 
and address the stray animal 
problem. 

Councilwoman Sabrina 
Roberts was absent due to illness, 
but it was announced that there 
will be a Recreation Department 
meeting on Jan. 9.

The regular meeting was 
adjourned and a new meeting 
began with the swearing in of 
two new Lawtey Councilwomen, 
Amy Blom and Virginia Warner.

As the first order of business, 

the two new council members 
began their positions by taking 
part in the re-election of Mayor 
Jimmie Scott. The new council 
also voted Virginia Warner to 
be the new vice mayor. Aaron 
Dukes was the only candidate 
for city attorney and he agreed to 
stay on in this position.

Mayor Scott moved 
on to the appointment of 
city departments. Those 
appointments are as follows: 
Scott—finance; Warner—water 
and sewer; Blom—streets and 
sanitation; Norman—recreation; 
Hoffman—fire department. 

As the meeting was coming to 
a close, the booking issues were 
brought up again by Norman. 
She questioned the credentials 
of the bookkeeper and after a 
few heated moments, said she 
would be airing her concerns at 
the special scheduled meeting on 
Jan. 23.

Virginia Warner sworn in as Lawtey City Councilwoman by Judge Tatum Davis.
Amy Blom recites the oath of office.
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Starke 
904-964-4642
Melrose
352-475-2400
Keystone Hts
352-473-4006

JACKSON 
BUILDING SUPPLY

JBS
“I am the way, the truth & the life. No one comes 

to the Father but through me” John 14:6
Starke 904-964-6078

Lake Butler 386-496-3079

Southland Surveying & Mapping, Inc.
Professional land surveying and 

mapping services since 1975
www.SouthlandSurvey.com

386-496-3107
Licensed AL, FL, GA

JONES-GALLAGHER 
FUNERAL HOME

Distinguished Caring Service for Over 50 Years
Joe Gallagher - Owner
Starke 904-964-6200

Keystone Heights 352-473-3176

www.georgerober tsins.com

www.communitystatebank-fl.com
Starke • Lake Butler • Interlachen

Madison Street Baptist Church 
Sunday: Worship 10 a.m. • LifeGroups 11:15 a.m.

Wednesday: Awana 6:15 p.m. • Students & 
Adults 6:30 p.m. 

900 W. Madison Street • Starke, FL 32091 
(904) 964-7557 • www.madisonstreet.org

REACH TENS OF THOUSANDS
of LOCAL CUSTOMERS

in OUR TRI-COUNTY REGION 
EVERY WEEK • COST EFFECTIVE

Call Beth or John Ryan at
904-964-6305

THE ORIGINAL BRADFORD • UNION • CLAY COUNTIES

REGIONAL CHURCH DIRECTORY
Supported by Nearby Local Businesses, Services & Merchants

who encourage you to

Worship in the house of the Lord...Somewhere this week! 

FirstUMC.cc

YOUR CHURCH, FAITH 
ORGANIZATION, BUSINESS 

OR MESSAGE HERE TO REACH 
THOUSANDS IN THE TRI-

COUNTY AREA

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2738 SR 21 •  Midway

Melrose, FL 32666
352-575-1701

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.

Join & Share :  NEW
Blessings from Above

Sponsored Section!
Contact John Ryan or Darlene

904-964-6305

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship • 10:00AM
4900 NW 182nd Way • Starke

(904)-964-8855

Fully Insured

& Complete Tree Service
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

WE DO IT ALL!
904-964-7906

904-364-7065 cell
Don’t let  your tree issue
become a tree problem!

WE HANDLE TALL TREES 

Fully Insured

& Complete Tree Service
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

WE DO IT ALL!
904-964-7906

904-364-7065 cell
Don’t let  your tree issue
become a tree problem!

WE HANDLE TALL TREES 

Fully Insured

& Complete Tree Service
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

WE DO IT ALL!
904-964-7906

904-364-7065 cell
Don’t let  your tree issue
become a tree problem!

WE HANDLE TALL TREES Lift Service, Now Provided
Fully Insured

& Complete Tree Service
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

WE DO IT ALL!
904-964-7906

904-364-7065 cell
Don’t let  your tree issue
become a tree problem!

WE HANDLE TALL TREES 

Fully Insured

& Complete Tree Service
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

WE DO IT ALL!
904-964-7906

904-364-7065 cell
Don’t let  your tree issue
become a tree problem!

WE HANDLE TALL TREES 

&

Fully Insured

& Complete Tree Service
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

WE DO IT ALL!
904-964-7906

904-364-7065 cell
Don’t let  your tree issue
become a tree problem!

WE HANDLE TALL TREES 

Fully Insured

& Complete Tree Service
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

WE DO IT ALL!
904-964-7906

904-364-7065 cell
Don’t let  your tree issue
become a tree problem!

WE HANDLE TALL TREES 

Terry McCarthy

904-364-7065 Fully Insured

We do tree removal, tree trimming, and skid 
steer mulching. We have a lift for those hard-to-
reach heights and places! WE DO IT ALL!

Complete

TREE SERVICE
& stump grinding

Lift Service Now ProvidedFree Estimates Provided!

More repeat findings in Starke audit could lead to state action
BY MARK J. CRAWFORD

Telegraph Editor
STARKE — Starke’s financial 

audit for the fiscal year ending 
Sept. 30, 2021, has been 
delivered, and several material 
weaknesses continue to be 
identified.

There were nine material 
weaknesses identified in internal 
controls, eight of which were 
previously revealed. Most of 
those weaknesses have now 
been identified three years in 
a row, which could invite state 
involvement.

According to Florida Statutes, 
the state’s auditor general shall 
notify the Legislative Auditing 
Committee of any audit report 
indicating that an audited 
entity has failed to take full 
corrective action in response 
to a recommendation that was 
included in the two preceding 
audit reports.

The committee could direct the 
city to provide a written statement 
about why corrections weren’t 
made and whether they will be. 
If the committee isn’t satisfied 
with the explanation, the mayor 
and other city officials could be 
required to appear at a committee 
hearing. If the committee 
finds there is no justifiable 
reason for not correcting the 
material weaknesses, there may 
be further investigation and 
possibly sanctions like revenue 
withholding.

CPA James Halleran with 
James Moore said these 
weaknesses could lead to a 
material misstatement in the 
city’s financial statements which 
might not be detected in a timely 
manner by the current processes 
and controls.

Among the eight previously 
identified weaknesses was 
the reconciliation of account 
balances. Several accounts 
required adjustments, and capital 
asset and long-term debt had not 
been recorded. These balances 
need to be reviewed monthly.

The city also needs a process 
to perform and document a 
review of manual journal entries 
to guard against unauthorized 
entries.

The city needs to review user 
account access as well to ensure 
access is restricted to authorized 
employees. The system needs 
to enforce password complexity 
and lock out access after multiple 
failed attempts to log in.

Utility billing review was 
mentioned again because of the 
utility clerk’s ability to enter rates 
and complete write-offs without 
a formal process. A review was 
also recommended when it was 
discovered that a couple of older 
accounts were not paying the 
current rates.

Auditors again recommended 
that accounting policies and 
procedures be established and 
maintained after the loss of 

multiple experienced upper 
management positions. 

Each of the above weaknesses 
has now been documented three 
times.

For the second time, auditors 
found inaccuracies in the city’s 
schedule of expenditures for 
federal awards related to money 
received for sewer rehabilitation. 
Auditors found some grant 
amounts had been improperly 
excluded and recommended staff 
familiarize themselves with the 
process. The city needs to review 
the documents before submitting 
them to auditors. State and 
federal awards above $750,000 
require a separate audit, the 
scope of which is determined by 
the documentation provided by 
the city.

Auditors again found the 
city was not fully following the 
documentation requirements of 
its cash disbursement policy, 
including obtaining an approved 
materials requisition and 
purchase order for purchases 
under $1,000. 

The final material weakness 
was documented when auditors 
tested the city’s accrued annual 
leave and sick time policy. The 
policy does not define if the city 
should payout annual leave for 
employees who leave the city. 
The policy indicates that sick 
leave be paid out upon retirement, 
however, but does not define 
what qualifies as retirement. 

Auditors found the city is paying 
out all employees who leave, 
not just retired employees. They 
recommended the city review 
and update the policy.

The weaknesses above 
relate to internal controls, but 
the auditors have also made 
recommendations related to 
the city’s financial condition 
and management that have not 
been addressed. These include 
lacking a policy specifying 
what percentage unassigned and 
unrestricted funds should be 
within the general fund. There 
are also completely depreciated 
assets that have not been 
removed. 

Checks are always written out 
of the utility fund instead of the 
fund the expenditure relates to. 
Activity in those other funds is 
recorded separately. Auditors 
have recommended a pooled cash 
system that allows payments to 
be made directly from the proper 
fund. 

These are also repeat 
recommendations found in two 
prior audits.

Last, there was a comment 
on budgetary noncompliance. 
Auditors noticed the general 
fund had expenditures/
transfers in excess of what was 
budgeted. Expenditures need 
to be tracked more closely and 
budget amendments made when 
necessary.

Within the city’s response, 

management agreed with each of 
the auditor’s findings and offered 
a brief response on how each is 
being addressed. This included 
regular review of general ledger 
account balances and manual 
journal entry transactions. As the 
city migrates to a new software 
system this year, management 
assured staff would be trained. 
Policies and procedures will be 
developed through the transition 
to assist with workflow and 
training. The personnel policy 
will be updated to deal with 
leave and sick time payouts. 
The city will also follow the 
recommendations to establish 
pooled cash funds and monitor 
spending more closely.

Among the financial highlights 
were reports on the city’s net 
position and fund balance. 

Net position is all the city’s 
assets and deferred outflows 
minus its liabilities and deferred 
inflows. Starke’s net position 
increased almost 6% over last 
year to nearly $29.7 million. 
Nearly $4.87 million of that is 
unrestricted, while the remainder 
represents capital assets and 
assets restricted or assigned to a 
particular purpose. Capital assets 
(land, buildings, infrastructure, 
vehicles, equipment) account for 
81% of all city assets.

The net position increase for 
2021 was, however, nearly $2 
million less than the net position 
increase reported in 2020. 

Auditors further explained that 
2020’s net position had to be 
restated because it was based 
on incorrect figures related to 
accruals for accounts payable 
and construction in progress.

The more familiar fund 
balance increased slightly in 
2021. The combined ending 
fund balance was nearly $3.6 
million, up $122,040 from 2020. 
Of that amount, $722,542 was 
unassigned and available to 
spend. 

Singling out the general fund, 
there was a slight drop from $1.36 
to $1.15 million. Combining 
the assigned and unassigned 
funds withing the general fund 
shows the city could cover 
more than two months’ worth of 
expenditures with cash on hand. 
A minimum of two months is 
recommended.

The utility fund grew from 
nearly $22.8 million to almost 
$24.5 million. Around $21 
million of that represents 
infrastructure, but $3.7 million 
is unrestricted and available to 
spend.

The city paid down 
outstanding loans and notes 
payable (including vehicle 
loans and loans from state and 
federal agencies) by $212,404 
but incurred additional debt of 
$122,073. Overall, the decrease 
of $90,331 was a decrease of 
5.5% of all debt.

several alarming expenditures. 
The city has a few VISA and 
gas cards, some with high credit 
lines.

“Dale Walker has two VISA 
cards, one with a $15,000 credit 
line and the other with a $7,500 
credit line,” Hendrix reported to 
the commission. “In addition, the 
public works director, the deputy 
city clerk and the assistant public 
works director all have cards 
with a $7,500 credit line.”

In looking over the statements, 
Hendrix said she found charges 
on Walker’s cards for purchases 
from Kirkland’s, Hobby Lobby, 
Michaels, the listing fee for 
Walker on the Top 100 Registry, 
a cup of coffee at the recent 
boat races, several lunches 
with employees and a $1,700 
purchase of chairs (not brought 
before the council for approval 
of the expenditure). She said 
there was a charge for $242 for 
“dinner with a former employee” 
during the time Walker was in 
Austin, Texas, for a conference.

In the public works 
department, the workers are 
allowed to wear jeans as part of 
their work uniforms. Hendrix 
said she found charges in the 
card assigned to the public works 
director for jeans ranging in price 

between $69.95-76.95 per pair 
and that six pairs were purchased 
at one time at the mall. She also 
noted public works employee 
purchases on a city credit card 
for jeans in excess of $50 per 
pair. The public works director 
also made purchases at Dunkin 
Donuts, Chick-fil-a and for 
smoothie drinks on the city card 
assigned to him.

In city hall, the accounts 
payable specialist’s card showed 
purchases for $40-60 in candy 
monthly, book club expenses for 
several employees, the purchase 
of Happy Belly Tea, snacks and 
84-count packages of coffee. 
Also on the card was a monthly 
expenditure of almost $300 
a month for Centel Internet, 
which Hendrix questioned since 
the city gets internet service 
from Windstream. When asked, 
Walker said it was for security, but 
Hendrix countered that the city 
already paid for internet security 
services from another company. 
Another recent purchase was for 
a new computer printer costing 
$400. Hendrix asked Walker if 
the item had been added to the 
inventory of city assets and he 
said he did not know. Finance 
Director John Sapp said there was 
no such running inventory being 
kept and Hendrix countered that 
if that was so items could “just 
disappear.”

Hendrix asked Walker whether 
he reviewed the credit card 

statements and he responded that 
he did not do so every month.

Other questionable spending 
reported to the commission 
by Hendrix included $211 
for 50 Christmas cards sent 
to employees, commission 
members and others, the fact 
that city workers were paying 
sales tax on purchases at stores 
like Home Depot and Lowes 
despite the fact that the city is tax 
exempt (accounts were never set 
up to allow this), the doubling of 
employee longevity awards in 
January, and a stipend for every 
city employee towards the cost 
and service for their cell phones

The other city commissioners 
listened to Hendrix’s report 
with little comment, but Fred 
Sirmones seemed shocked by 
what he was hearing and on 
two occasions asked how it was 
going to be addressed. 

City Attorney John Maines 
was asked about dealing with 
the situation, and he said the 
first thing would be to freeze 
the merit raises until it could be 
decided how to deal with them 
and to collect the credit cards 
and put a moratorium on their 
use until the city could establish 
a policy governing it. Until then, 
he said the city would have to 
pre-approve expenditures using 
a purchase order system. The 
commission voted unanimously 
on motions from Hendrix to take 
both measures.

One of the main problems with 
the finances of the city, according 
to Hendrix was that most of the 
checks and balances on spending 
had been removed from the city 
processes, greatly reducing the 
city’s transparency. She noted 
the lack of a city procurement 
(purchasing) officer. The last 
one in place with the city was 
fired during the first few months 
of Walker’s hiring and never 
replaced, with Walker taking on 
the duties of the position. Maines 
said the commission could 
approve the reinstatement of the 
position and make that person 
answerable to the commission, 
giving monthly reports at its 
meetings.

Hendrix also commented on 
the fact that there seemed to 
be no 1099 forms for Walker’s 
fringe benefits, most notably that 
the city paid both his rent and 
provided him with a vehicle (he 
does not own a personal vehicle). 
She said that he put an average 
of 1,000 miles per month on the 
vehicle (in a two square-mile 
town) and that the gas receipts 

would seem to indicate that the 
city was paying for most, if not 
all, the fuel.

The commission agreed that 
there was a need to look more 
closely at the city’s financial 
position and spending and 
decided that they would set 
the time and date for another 
workshop on the issue at their 
next regular meeting on Jan. 16.

In comments from citizens 
at the end of the meeting, the 
discontent of citizens concerning 
the property swap with Welch’s 
Auto Repair, with him trading his 
business property on Main Street 
for the public works property 
behind the fire station. Both 
local Pastor Patrick Maxwell and 
city resident Rondall Huggins 
questioned the transaction, which 
was approved by the commission. 
Both noted that the difference in 
value would likely be significant 
and asked if the city desired 
to liquidate the public works 
property why there were no bids. 
(According to the Union County 
Property Appraisers Office the 
property on Main Street has an 

assessed value of $57,190, while 
the old public works location has 
an assessed value of $135,544.)

The trade is costing the city 
taxpayers as much as $100,000 
for the construction of a new 
public works building and yard, 
the cost of which included 
the purchase of property. The 
city borrowed $80,000 from 
its surplus/reserve funds to 
help finance the purchase of 
the property and construction, 
leaving those funds depleted, but 
with the agreement that the funds 
would be paid back into the fund 
over time, with interest.

As to the old location of 
Welch’s Automotive, the city 
now owns it and plans to make 
use of a Brownfield grant to 
clean up any contamination 
issues and then attempt to sell the 
property. The location next door 
was leased by Welch for his tire 
business and that will move from 
Main Street to his new location 
soon.

SPENDING
Continued from page 1

Call Street detoured Jan. 13 through 16 
STARKE — As part of 

the Florida Department of 
Transportation’s Starke 
Railroad Overpass Interchange 
Improvements project, Call 
Street (State Road 230) between 
U.S. 301 and St. Clair Street 
will be closed for resurfacing 
from 6:30 p.m. Friday, Jan. 13, 
to 6 a.m. Monday, Jan. 16. 

Please plan for alternate 
parking as on-street parking 
along Call Street will not be 
available during resurfacing 
operations. This will primarily 
affect diners and movie-goers. 
Parking is available downtown, 
including the parking lot 
across from Starke City Hall 
on Thompson Street, Santa 
Fe College and First Baptist 
Church.

Traffic will be detoured 
during the closure as follows:

—Westbound Call Street 
traffic will turn left onto Water 
Street, right onto State Road 
100, right onto U.S. 301 and 
proceed to Call Street.

—Eastbound Call Street 
traffic will turn right onto 
southbound U.S. 301, left onto 
S.R. 100, left onto Water Street 
and right onto Call Street.

—There will be a single lane 
closure on Call Street from 
Water Street to St. Clair Street 
with flaggers present to direct 
traffic. 

—A large vehicle detour will 
remain in place for eastbound 
State Road 100 from U.S. 301 
to Water Street. Eastbound 
S.R. 100 large vehicle traffic 
will turn right onto southbound 
U.S. 301, then turn left onto SE 
144th Avenue (Hazen Street) 
and continue onto SE 144th 
Street to S.R. 100.

In coming weeks, downtown 
will experience additional 
lane closures, each lasting two 
to three weeks, while work 
is completed on Walnut and 
Thompson streets and their 
intersections with Call Street.

—Beginning at 7 a.m. 
on Monday, Jan. 23, traffic 

on eastbound Call Street, 
northbound and southbound 
Thompson Street, and 
northbound Walnut street will 
be detoured for two to three 
weeks.

—After, traffic on westbound 
Call Street and southbound 
Thompson and Walnut street 
will be detoured for two to 
three weeks.

You can see the full flyer 
with images and detours at 
http://shorturl.at/abcK0.

Completion of the $23.6 
million overpass project is 
expected this summer.



Speech contest 
Saturday

The 87th Annual American 
Legion National High School 

Oratorical Contest will be held 
this Saturday, Jan. 14, at the 
American Legion Post located 
at 715 Edwards Road in Starke. 
The Contest begins at 10 A.M.

Two candidates will participate 

this year. Their subject is the 
United States Constitution, and 
they are competing to advance 
to the state and national contests, 
with financial prizes of up to 
$2,500 at state and $25,000 at 

nationals.
High school students are 

encouraged to attend this event 
if they are interested in public 
speaking and to support our 
candidates. Home-schooled and 

charter school students are also 
encouraged to attend.

The district contest will follow 
the local on Jan. 28 in Crystal 
River, and then the northern area 
contest will precede the state 
competition. Those who make 
it to the national contest will 
receive an all-expenses paid trip 
for two to Indianapolis.

Union County 
Museum hours 
announced

The Union County Historical 
Society is pleased to announce 

that the museum will be open on 
Fridays now, as well as Tuesdays. 
Jean Brannen will be keeping the 
museum open from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. every Friday. On Tuesdays, 
Peggy Cason, Dave Mecusker 
and Bob Driggers will open the 
museum from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The sale of the book 
“Celebrating 100 Years of Union 
County Florida” has gone very 
well. There are 23 books left. If 
you would like one they are $40 
and can be purchased with cash 
or check on Tuesday or Friday 
at the museum location, 410 W. 
Main St. in Lake Butler.  
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Danny RiddickDanny Riddick
Bradford County CommissionerBradford County Commissioner
District FourDistrict Four

SUPPORTS OUR
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
PROFESSIONALS!

Thank You!

Thank you for keeping us safe, 
and making Bradford County a 

great place to call home!

County Commissioner District 5, County Commissioner District 5, 
Diane Andrews Diane Andrews 

We support & salute all our Law 
Enforcement & Professionals!

We thank We thank 
the men and the men and 

women in women in 
our Law our Law 

EnforcementEnforcement
community!community!

WINKLER’S 
SALES AND SERVICE

904.964.7596
234 N. Temple Ave. Starke

DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

• Pumps
• Sales
• Parts
• Service

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

Thank Thank 
you!you!

VETERANS DAY

honoring the loyalty & patriotism
of those who have served this nation

904-964-5745
539 E. Call Street
Starke, FL 32091

flapest.com
MULTIPLE LOCATIONS

thank you!

WE SUPPORT ALL OUR 
LAW ENFORCEMENT!

AUTOMOTIVE & TOWING

620 N. Thompson. St. Starke, FL

(904) 368-1114

To all the hard workingTo all the hard working
Law Enforcement Law Enforcement 

personnel…personnel…

Thank You!Thank You!

Thank you for all your hard Thank you for all your hard 
work and dedication to work and dedication to 

keeping Bradford County safe. keeping Bradford County safe. 

District 1, Carolyn Spooner

Residential & Commercial Service • New Construction
 Maintenance Agreements • Refrigeration • Sheet Metal Fabrication

Manual J&D • Energy Forms • Equipment Replacement
Free Estimates

24
HOUR

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

AVAILABLE

Toll Free 1-800-596-2322
904-964-2241

228 S. Walnut Street
Starke, FL 32091

“Serving All of Florida”
State License #CA-C057150 

Financing plans &
programs are available.

12 months • No payment • No interest (limited time) 
Short- & Long-term plans, payments you can afford.

Proud Supporters of Local FFA programs!
Keep up the Great Work! Residential & Commercial Service • New Construction

 Maintenance Agreements • Refrigeration • Sheet Metal Fabrication
Manual J&D • Energy Forms • Equipment Replacement

Free Estimates

24
HOUR
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Toll Free 1-800-596-2322
904-964-2241

228 S. Walnut Street
Starke, FL 32091

“Serving All of Florida”
State License #CA-C057150 

Financing plans &
programs are available.

12 months • No payment • No interest (limited time) 
Short- & Long-term plans, payments you can afford.

Proud Supporters of Local FFA programs!
Keep up the Great Work!

Residential & Commercial Service • New Construction
 Maintenance Agreements • Refrigeration • Sheet Metal Fabrication

Manual J&D • Energy Forms • Equipment Replacement
Free Estimates

24
HOUR

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

AVAILABLE

Toll Free 1-800-596-2322
904-964-2241

228 S. Walnut Street
Starke, FL 32091

“Serving All of Florida”
State License #CA-C057150 

Financing plans &
programs are available.

12 months • No payment • No interest (limited time) 
Short- & Long-term plans, payments you can afford.

Proud Supporters of Local FFA programs!
Keep up the Great Work!

Toll Free 
1-800-596-2322

Residential & Commercial Service • New Construction
 Maintenance Agreements • Refrigeration • Sheet Metal Fabrication

Manual J&D • Energy Forms • Equipment Replacement
Free Estimates

24
HOUR

EMERGENCY
SERVICE

AVAILABLE

Toll Free 1-800-596-2322
904-964-2241

228 S. Walnut Street
Starke, FL 32091

“Serving All of Florida”
State License #CA-C057150 

Financing plans &
programs are available.

12 months • No payment • No interest (limited time) 
Short- & Long-term plans, payments you can afford.

Proud Supporters of Local FFA programs!
Keep up the Great Work!

Thank
You!

Spires IGA named among nation’s top IGA stores
BY TRACY LEE TATE

Times Staff Writer 
LAKE BUTLER — Lake 

Butler’s own Spires IGA has 
been named one of eight stores 
in the U.S. (from about 1,600 
stores) as a Retailer of the Year 
for the very first time. As a 2023 
national winner, the store is in 
the running for Retailer of the 
Year on the international level 
at a competition in Las Vegas 
in February. This competition 
will put the American winners 
in contest with the international 
winners, chosen from about 
6,000 stores.

The award is based on 
business history, reputation and 
community service/involvement 
with stores being nominated 
by their distributors. It comes 
with national recognition in 
the chain, a framed certificate 
commemorating the honor and 
a $500 check for a celebration 
with the store’s employees. IGA 
President John Ross visited 
Spires in Lake Butler personally 
on Jan. 8 to tour the store, meet 
the owners and employees and 

present the award certificate and 
check.

“I’m excited and happy about 

receiving this award, but I’m not 
really the type that wants to draw 
attention,” said Spires owner 

Mike Spires. “Think about the 
history – my great-grandfather, 
my grandfather and my dad. 

My wife, Sharlene, and I have 
worked really hard over the years 
to make things right and we are 
still working to keep things as 
they should be.”

Spires treats his employees 
like family and believes that 
happy employees project their 
satisfaction while working. The 
store has very little turnover of 
employees and has served as a 
first job for many local young 
people.

He also believes in treating 
his customers and community 
well, offering “a good product 
at a good price” and supporting 
the local community through 
sponsorships and donations, 
many which enrich the lives of 
local youth. That loyalty to the 
community is returned every 
day.

“Since the COVID-19 
problems, when we stayed open 
and did all we could to keep 
the shelves stocked with what 
people needed our business has 
been steadily increasing,” Spires 
said. “The whole dynamic has 
changed. We got people what 
they needed and they remember 

that.”
IGA is the largest independent 

grocers in the world. The letters 
stand for International Grocery 
Alliance. Spires Market, which 
has carried several names and 
had several locations in the 
years since it was founded in 
1926 by G.W. Spires, became 
an IGA market in the late 1960’s 
in its present location. The store 
has seen four generations of 
ownership by the Spires family, 
first G.W. Spires, then Fernie, 
then Tommy and now Mike.

Mike and Sharlene are looking 
forward to their upcoming trip 
to Las Vegas in February, not 
only attending the international 
competition but also the 
convention of the National 
Grocery Association on the same 
weekend. Mike said they look 
forward to meeting grocers from 
all over the world to see different 
perspectives on the business 
from different countries. Spires 
employees are looking forward 
to seeing the family return from 
Las Vegas, with the promised 
party set for a few days after their 
return.

Mike Spires with the certicate acknowledging the recognition of his store as one of 
eight IGA National Retailers of the Year, along with the sign letting his customers know 
the good news.          

Library says goodbye to two 
dedicated employees

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

STARKE — Bradford Library 
Director Robert Perone said it 
was a privilege to recognize two 
longtime county employees on 
the occasion of their retirement.

Mary Robbins brought the 
library to the community as 
its outreach specialist and 
bookmobile driver for 21 years. 
This included carrying materials 
to people who could not leave 
their homes and delivering 
materials in braille to the blind. 
According to Perone, no one 
ever had to worry about the 
bookmobile being on time, or 
even its maintenance. She also 
handled some of the library’s 
book collections, he said. 

“She did that for 21 years, and 
did an excellent job,” Perone 
said, tipping his hat to her unique 
sense of humor and style. Her 
Halloween costumes earned 
her the nickname “Scary Mary” 

among her colleagues.
It was 44 years ago — Dec. 

11, 1978 — that Cyndy Weeks 
began working at the library. She 
served the people, but the library 
staff as well. She is the one they 
went to with their questions, and 
if she didn’t know the answer, 
she knew who to call, Perone 
said.

Weeks oversaw and supervised 
technical services — including 
ordering and processing books 
and materials — the children’s 
department and circulation. She 
welcomed many to the library to 
participate popular programs.

Perone said when he became 
director in 2008, he didn’t know 
what he was doing. Weeks, who 
had years of experience working 
with multiple directors and even 
served as interim director more 
than once, taught him the ropes.

As grateful as he was for that, 
it was his friendship with Weeks 
and Robbins that choked him 
up as he spoke to the county 

commission Jan. 3. The entire 
library staff was there for the 
presentation, and Perone said it 
had to be so, in recognition of 
the friendship they all share and 
to see their departing friends 
honored in this way.

Perone said he had no more 
words to describe what Robbins 
and Weeks have meant to the 
library and the community. 

“I will tell you they will be 
greatly missed, and there’s a 
huge hole in our staff right now 
that we’re trying to fill,” he said. 
“If you come in the library and 
things are a little off kilter, please 
be patient with us.”

As a former supervisor who 
knows the value of finding 
dedicated employees who 
love their job, Commission 
Chairwoman Diane Andrews 
concurred Robbins and Weeks 
will be greatly missed, and she 
thanked them for their years of 
service. Library Director Robert Perone made a presentation to two longtime employees, Cyndy 

Weeks and Mary Robbins.
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1414    
Great Gift Ideas Great Gift Ideas 

for the Holidays!for the Holidays!

KEYSTONE GIFTS & GUNS
352-473-8684

155 South Lawrence Blvd • Keystone Heights

BRYAN’S ACE HARDWARE
1101 S Walnut St • Starke
871 North SR 21 • Melrose 

251 E. Walker Dr. • Keystone Heights
BRYANSACE.COM

Knives • Pets • Fish

Garden Tools & More

JULIA’S FLORIST
Delivering Christmas 

arrangements through the Holidays! 
326 S. Water Street • Starke 

www.juliasfloristfl.com
(904) 964-7711

Tuxedos &
 Gift

s 

Send Flowers a
nywhere GIFT CERTIFICATES

Available

SOLAR CONTROLLER
WINDOW TINTING

14679 US HWY 301 So. • Suite #2 • Starke
Automotive/Commercial/Residential

904-964-9549

MAID WORKS LLC

CLEANING SERVICE
904-796-9540

GREAT GIFTS!

For th
e ones y

ou lo
ve

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Availa
ble

Çhëçk før Gïft Çërtïfïçåtëß, tøø!

Great Help 
for Holidays 

Gift!

SPIRES MARKET
386-496-3361

610 SW First Street • Lake Butler 
SPIRESMARKET.COM

DICK'S WINGS & GRILL
904-368-8158 

1371 S Walnut St • Starke, FL 32091
DICKSWINGSANDGRILL.COM

JACKSON BUILDING SUPPLY
904-964-6078 • 386-496-3079

Mention 
ad for 

10% OFF!

Beautif
y Your

Home fo
r th

e Holid
ays

YMCA CAMP IMMOKALEE
352-473-4213

6765 Immokalee Rd •  Keystone Hts
WWW.CAMP.FCYMCA.ORG

937 S. Walnut
 Starke

145 SW 6th Ave 
 Lake Butler

Gift Certificates

are the best!!!

THE BAKERY

101 NE Commercial Circle 101 NE Commercial Circle 
Keystone Heights, FL 32656Keystone Heights, FL 32656 352-478-7101352-478-7101

Dëßßërtß!Dëßßërtß!
HølïdåÿHølïdåÿ
Dëßßërtß!Dëßßërtß!
HølïdåÿHølïdåÿ

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Available

See Our Deli for

Your Christmas Dinner

DANIELLE’S
AUTO SALON
904-364-6263

106 W Brownlee St • Starke

218 N. Temple Ave.
904-466-1265

Trophies • Gifts • Engraving • Shirts • Caps

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Availa
ble

Shïñÿ & BrïghtShïñÿ & Brïght  
DëtåïlïñgDëtåïlïñg

Gift 
them  W

eek 

Long Day Camp!

CUSTOMIZED

 CHRISTMAS GIFTS

BADCOCK 
HOME FURNITURE & MORE

 904-964-5289 
14739 US HWY 301 S. 

STARKE

386-496-3334
710 E. MAIN ST 
LAKE BUTLER

THOMPSON’S MOBILE HOME 
SUPPLY & HARDWARE

(904) 964-3700

Here for all your Mobile Home Needs 

Here for All 
Your Mobile 
Home Needs

METAL ROOFINGMETAL ROOFING
Skirtings, Doors, Steps

HOME FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS SALE

Outdoor Edge Knives

Make Great Stocking Stuffers

CUSTOM LAW

ENFORCEMENT GEAR 

SALUTING ALL  
WHO PROTECT & 

SERVE IN OUR LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 
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Full Service Land Title Company
7404 State Road 21

Keystone Heights, FL 32656

Lake Butler Office 
386-496-8238

Sandra Darley
Title Agent

• Real Estate Closings •
• Notary •

Sandra Darley, OwnerSandra Darley, Owner
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Title Agent

• Real Estate Closings •
• Notary •

KKeeyyssttoonnee  HHeeiigghhttss  OOffifficcee
335522--447733--99000099

With With 
Gratitude!Gratitude!

Bradford Pre-School
Child care for ages 1 & up

904-964-4361
407 W. Washington Street

Starke, FL 32091
(next to Bradford High School)

Owner: 
Linda Bryant

Lic# 30969

CDC Qualified Center

On Veterans Day
Thank You

for Our Freedoms!
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Congratulations Congratulations 
Tigers!Tigers!

20222022

Proud to Support 

all our local
4-H clubs &
members —

Congratulations
on  your

achievements!

• Real Estate Closings •
• Title Insurance •

• Notary •

www.latsikh.comHappyHappy
New Year!New Year!

Joe Gallagher
Owner/Funeral Director

Kelli Parks Moreland
Funeral Director

Starke
904.964.6200

620 East Nona Street

Keystone Heights
352.473.3176 

340 E. Walker Drive

JONES-GALLAGHER
FUNERAL HOME

Saluting Our Veterans
on this Day of  HonorHonoring
 Thanking

ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT

JONES-GALLAGHER FUNERAL HOME

Lori Thompson
Agent

Scott Roberts
Agent/Owner

We Are Your Local Heathcare Enrollment Center

904.964.7826   352.473.7209    904.282.7665  386.496.3411

AUTO   HOME   MOTORCYCLE   BUSINESS   
ATV   BOATS    RV   LIFE   HEALTH

THANK YOU THANK YOU to ALLto ALL
LAW ENFORCEMENT!LAW ENFORCEMENT!Jackson

Building Supply
JBS
“Serving Our Community For Over 50 Years”

STARKE
US HWY 301 So.

964-6078

LAKE BUTLER
145 SW 6th Ave.

496-3079

P.S. You can wear your uniform in our store!

Jackson
Building Supply

JBS
“Serving Our Community For Over 50 Years”

STARKE
US HWY 301 So.

964-6078

LAKE BUTLER
145 SW 6th Ave.

496-3079

P.S. You can wear your uniform in our store!

law enforcement law enforcement 
appreciation!appreciation!

John 3:16

MOSLEY TIRES
14669 US Hwy 301 South

Starke, FL 32091
Phone: (904) 964-6600

Honoring AllHonoring All
Who ServedWho Served

THANK  YOUTHANK  YOU
VETERANSVETERANSMOSLEY TIRES 

& Auto Repair
14669 US Hwy 301 South 

Starke, FL 32091
Phone: (904) 964-6600

Thank You
to all those who serve in Law Enforcement!

110 W. Call St., Starke, FL, 32091

(904) 964-5764
theofficeshopofstarke@gmail.com

Family Oriented and 
Family Friendly!

Thank you for Thank you for 
keeping the keeping the 

Tri-County safe!Tri-County safe!

Thank you for Thank you for 
keeping us safe!keeping us safe!

To our Law Enforcement Officers…

Judge James Colaw
Eighth Judicial Circuit

Your Flooring Specialists & Neighborhood Store

CARPET • HARWOOD • VINYL • LAMINATE • AND MORE

131 N. Cherry Street • Starke, FL   •   904-964-7423
TEATEALL TILE TILE

Oldest & Largest Carpet and Tile Facility in the Area!
WE WILL BE THERE NEXT TIME YOU NEED FLOORING!

Smith Bros.
Body Shop, Inc.

Complete Auto Body Work

US-301 N. • Starke
(904)

964-5267

Congratulations Class of 2018!
from

Smith Bros.
Body Shop, Inc.

Complete Auto Body Work

US-301 N. • Starke
(904)

964-5267

Congratulations Class of 2018!
from

Proud to be supporters
of Law Enforcement

Professionals &
Officers

Bradford County Sheriff’s 
Office employees and 
Florida Council on Crime 
and Delinquency members 
once again delivered 
their holiday haul to 
Episcopal Children’s 
Services preschool 
program. Housed at the 
RJE complex, the program 
offers early education 
to young children to 
help prepare them for 
kindergarten. agencies that 
promotes Playing Santa 
this year were Maj.Dawn 
McKinley, Mary Taylor, Pat 
Honour, Eddie Huffstickler, 
Lt. Beth Griffin, D/S H. 
Gonzales, Melissa Hewitt 
and D/S Q. Armstrong.

405 South Lawrence Blvd.
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

(352) 478-2057 phone
(352) 478-2059 fax

HOURS
Monday – Friday   8:30 am - 6 pm
Saturday   9 am - 1 pm
Closed   Sundays

North Florida 
Pharmacy
Your health is our priority.
We take our role in your health very seriously. 
Come in today to see how we can help.

www.NorthFLPharmacy.com

THANK YOU
to ALL our

Law 
EnforcEmEnt
Professionals
for Protecting 

& Serving 
Every Day!

 Second Hand Treasures
Consignment & thrift store

“Something for Everyone!”

14908 US Highway 301 South 
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 966-2221

 Second Hand Treasures
Consignment & thrift store

“Something for Everyone!”

14908 US Highway 301 South 
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 966-2221 THANK YOU!THANK YOU!

1630 N Temple Avenue
Starke, FL 32091
904-964-3400 

3033 NE 53rd Avenue
Gainesville, FL 32609

352-373-0004

15540 NE US Hwy 301
Waldo, FL 32694

352-468-2740

Santa Fe Self Storage
3 LOCATIONS / LOCALLY OWNED

SUPPORTING ALL OUR SUPPORTING ALL OUR 
LAW ENFORCEMENT LAW ENFORCEMENT 

Thank You!Thank You!
www.santafestorage.net

Tatum Davis
County Court Judge

8th Judicial Circuit of Florida

Thank You
Law Enforcement

Officers & 
Professionals
for all you do.

Thank you Thank you 
for taking for taking 
care of the care of the 
Tri-County!Tri-County!

UNMATCHED SERVICE
UNBEATABLE PRICE

Same standards since 1962
55 N. LAKE AVE.

LAKE BUTLER, FL 32054
(386) 496-2008

Rescue founder 
gets key to city

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Telegraph Staff Writer

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS — 
The city council gave the founder 
of Twisted Oaks Rescue a key to 
the city during the council’s Jan. 
9 meeting. 

Mayor Karen Lake said that 
even though Jessie Shekels is 
a relatively new Lake Region 
resident, she has made an outsized 
impact on the community in her 
short time in the area. 

Lake said Shekels founded 
what would become Twisted 
Oaks Rescue in 2018. In 
2020 the nonprofit launched 
Loki’s Lunchbox, which now 
supplements the food needs of 
around 1,000 pets a month. 

“These donations of food 
tally over 45 tons of food to 
date,” Lake said.  “Twisted 
Oaks Rescue arranges spaying 
and neutering for many pets at 
reduced rates (helping) control 
the animal population in our 
community.”

Lake said Shekels’s 

organization has participated in 
more than 1,500 spay and neuter 
operations for dogs and cats. 

In other news from the Jan. 9 
Keystone Heights City Council 
meeting:

Smoke shops and 
cannabis stores

The council approved the 
second reading to regulate 
cannabis stores and smoke shops 
in the city’s industrial zone.

MotoSurf games 
scheduled

The council approved 
reserving Keystone Beach Park 
for the second annual MotoSurf 
races at the facility. The beach 
and parking lot will be reserved 
for the event from April 19 
through 24. Southeast Lakeview 
Drive between South Lawrence 
Boulevard and Southeast 
Palmetto Avenue will also be 
closed for the event.

Jesse Shekels, founder of Twisted Oaks Rescue, along 
with her dog Loki. 

Tatum BrothersTatum Brothers
LU M B E R  C O M PA N Y,  I NCLU M B E R  C O M PA N Y,  I NC

P.O. Drawer A
Lawtey, Florida 32058

 Office
904-782-3690

 904-782-1448 Fax

THANKS 

OFFICERS!
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Clyatt Well Drilling
Lake Butler, Florida
386-496-2488

We support
our local FFA!

Hwy 121

Supporting Our Brave
Law Enforcement

Professionals

Pipeline Constructors, Inc.
Site & Utility Contractor
Ron Denmark
President
904-219-5793 Cell
904-964-2019 Office

To all our 
Employees:
Thank you  
for a job 

well done!
2117 N Temple Ave
Starke, FL 32091

ron@pipelinecontractorsinc.com
www.pipelinecontractorsinc.com

Contractors, Inc.
OFFICERS:

Badcock
Home Furniture & More

904-964-5289
14739 US HWY 301 S.

STARKE

386-496-3334
710 E. MAIN ST.

LAKE BUTLER

Thanks to ALL

Law Enforcement

Professionals!

est. 1890 

Thank youThank you
for all your hard work and dedication.for all your hard work and dedication.

386-386-496-3361496-3361
SpiresMarket.comSpiresMarket.com

610 SW 1st St.610 SW 1st St.
Lake ButlerLake Butler

Hillandale
Quality Feeds, LLC

386-496-2266

9561 SW SR 121
Lake Butler, FL 32054

Congratulations!
Class of 2020

from all of us at

Proud to Support 
Law Enforcement!

SHEFFIELD
Household Pest Termite Control

1649 S. Walnut St. • Starke • 904-964-9111

Pest Control & Portable Buildings

Thank You!Thank You!

Honoring the
Sacrifi ces of Our

VETERANS
&

Military Services

1371 S. Walnut Street • Starke, FL 32091 • 904-368-8158

Toxie & Marla McGrew
Owners

dwg006@dickswings.com

Supporting our Law Enforcement Heroes!Supporting our Law Enforcement Heroes!Supporting our Law Enforcement Heroes!Supporting our Law Enforcement Heroes!

Lawtey Shell and Lewis & Raulerson, Inc. Celebrate 27 years!

Bill Raulerson and Carl Torode 2018

Lawtey Shell and Lewis & Raulerson, Inc. celebrate 27 years! Carl Torode started at an early age in the family business, Torode Oil Company,
Starke, FL.  Carl’s father, John Torode was a Shell Oil Jobber for 38 years and Carl did numerous jobs in high school and college including driving
the tank wagon truck to deliver gas to twelve of their Shell dealer sites in NE Florida.

In 1981, John provided Carl the opportunity to run the store in Lawtey, Florida. Carl did not know at the time, but this would be his profession
and he is still operating the site thirty-six years later. Carl’s father retired and sold Torode Oil Company in the late 1980’s and Lawtey Shell selected
Lewis & Raulerson, Inc. to be their new jobber in 1991. Twenty-six years later, Carl stated “It’s been a great partnership and friendship over the
year’s”.

Carl has been in business for thirty-six years and had the pleasure to serve many generations over the years. Carl has seen many changes since
first taking over operations on busy Highway 301, but he still believes providing the best customer service has been the key to his overall success.
Carl is active in his community and supports schools, local sport’s teams and provides families that lost a loved one with drinks and ice. One of
Carl’s first employees, a retired gentleman, always told Carl, ‘When things get rough, ‘kill them with kind words’. It is evident that Carl practices
great customer service through a well-maintained facility because his sales continue to grow year over year.

Lawtey Shell was built in the 1950’s and Carl has done an amazing job of modernizing the facility while maintaining some of the historical
architecture. The building exterior has been modernized but still retains some of the characteristics of prior years. Lawtey Shell is also home to a
vintage Shell dispenser encased in a glass display!

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc. is a wholesale distributor of light products, distillates and lubricants serving 200 open dealers and over 1,000 commercial
accounts in North Alabama, North Florida and South Georgia since 1938.

“I would like to thank Carl, the family and staff for your valued friendship, business and the legacy that we have nurtured for nearly 3 decades.
Thank you for your trust and loyalty, but more importantly, I thank you for your friendship and the fond memories between you, myself and the
Lewis family.  We are proud to be associated with your name and grateful to be a valued supplier” said Bill Raulerson of Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.

Lawtey Shell and Lewis & Raulerson, Inc. Celebrate 27 years!
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VETERANS

23002 US HWY 301, Lawtey FL

PProud of all our local 4-H youth 
participants and clubs! Way to Go!

Carl's
&

23002 US HWY 301 • LAWTEY, FL
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Lewis & Raulerson, Inc. to be their new jobber in 1991. Twenty-six years later, Carl stated “It’s been a great partnership and friendship over the
year’s”.

Carl has been in business for thirty-six years and had the pleasure to serve many generations over the years. Carl has seen many changes since
first taking over operations on busy Highway 301, but he still believes providing the best customer service has been the key to his overall success.
Carl is active in his community and supports schools, local sport’s teams and provides families that lost a loved one with drinks and ice. One of
Carl’s first employees, a retired gentleman, always told Carl, ‘When things get rough, ‘kill them with kind words’. It is evident that Carl practices
great customer service through a well-maintained facility because his sales continue to grow year over year.

Lawtey Shell was built in the 1950’s and Carl has done an amazing job of modernizing the facility while maintaining some of the historical
architecture. The building exterior has been modernized but still retains some of the characteristics of prior years. Lawtey Shell is also home to a
vintage Shell dispenser encased in a glass display!

Lewis & Raulerson, Inc. is a wholesale distributor of light products, distillates and lubricants serving 200 open dealers and over 1,000 commercial
accounts in North Alabama, North Florida and South Georgia since 1938.

“I would like to thank Carl, the family and staff for your valued friendship, business and the legacy that we have nurtured for nearly 3 decades.
Thank you for your trust and loyalty, but more importantly, I thank you for your friendship and the fond memories between you, myself and the
Lewis family.  We are proud to be associated with your name and grateful to be a valued supplier” said Bill Raulerson of Lewis & Raulerson, Inc.

VETERANS

23002 US HWY 301, Lawtey FL

PProud of all our local 4-H youth 
participants and clubs! Way to Go! ICE CREAM BIG SALUTE TO

LAW 
ENFORCMENT

Merry Christmas
to All!

Proud to Support Law Enforcement 
Thank You All!

STOREWIDE SALES! 
Friday and Saturday, 
November 27th & 28th. 

10 % off Original prices. 
*Excludes items marked firm. 
Open 10am-5pm both days.

Touch of Grace Galleria • 352-478-1764
956 SE State Rd 100 • Keystone Heights

Montford 
Paint  & Body, Inc.

12782 US-301
Starke, FL 32091

(904) 964-9139

★

★

PROUD TO
HONOR OFFICERS OF
LAW ENFORCEMENT!

Che ck ing •  S avings •  Cr e di t  C ar ds •  L oans & Cr e di t  •  S er vic e & Tools •  Planning & Educ ation
PER SONAL •  C OMMER CIAL •  SMALL BUSINE S S •  FULL BANKING SERVICE S

Equipment L oans •  Home/Mor tgage L oans •  Au to L oans •  C ommer cial  & Real  E s t ate L oans

Mon – Thurs 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Fri 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sat Closed

Mon – Weds 7 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Thurs – Fri 7 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sat 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

www.CommunityStateBank-fl.com

CONVENIENT HOURS ALL LOCATIONS

STARKE 
811 South Walnut Street

(904) 964-7830

LAKE BUTLER
255 South East 6th Street

(386) 496-3333

MICANOPY
106-C NE Highway 441

(352) 339-7980

INTERLACHEN 
1120 State Road 20

(386) 684-6154

Lobby 
Hours

Drive Thru 
Hours

Digital Banking & 
E-Statements
The big guys have nothin’ on us — 
get all the free, convenient 
services you need right here.

STAY HOME

www.communitystatebank-fl.com

5560 West State Rd. 238
Lake Butler, FL 32054

 (386) 496-9000

Thank

You!

A N D R E W S Thank you for 
keeping us safe!

Second 
defendant 
pleads in 
murder 
conspiracy 
case

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
Telegraph Staff Writer

STARKE— The second of 
three defendants in a plot to kill 
a witness in a murder trial has 
pled to a lesser charge, leaving 
her son as the sole defendant in 
the case. 

Valerie Vanessa McCutchen, 
60, of Starke pleaded no contest 
to unlawful use of a two-way 
communications device. The 
State dropped the charge of 
conspiracy to commit first-
degree murder. 

Under her plea agreement, the 
defendant was sentenced to three 
years in prison, followed by three 
years probation.

Starke police arrested 
Valerie McCutchen on March 
10, 2022, along with her son 
Demetrius Dewayne Wilson 
and her daughter N’Crisha T. 
McCutchen, for conspiracy to 
commit murder.

Police accused the trio of 
plotting to kill Tremika Presley 
of Alachua, a key witness 
scheduled to testify in Demetrius 
Dewayne Wilson’s April trial.

During that trial, Wilson, 
28, was found guilty of 

manslaughter and conspiracy to 
commit first-degree murder for 
his involvement in the shooting 
death of 19-year-old Blake 
Williams on July 10, 2020. He 
was sentenced to 45 years in 
prison.

Starke Police Lt. Michael 
Rooney wrote in a report that 
after Presley testified in the trial 
of Marcus Whitfield, the trigger 
man in Williams’s murder, 
he believed the witness was 
being pressured not to testify in 
Wilson’s trial, whom police said 
paid Whitfield to shoot Williams. 

Rooney wrote in a sworn 
complaint that while monitoring 
calls between Wilson and his 
mother, the two discussed the 
witness and the fact that if 
Presley could not be located, the 
state had no case against Wilson. 

Rooney added that Wilson and 
Valerie McCutchen talked about 
an Orlando man named “unc.” 

The officer documented 
further communications between 
Wilson, Valerie McCutchen, and 
Wilson’s sister. Rooney wrote 
that he believed the family was 
hiring “unc” to kill Presley.

In a press release, Starke 
police said officers stopped the 
McCutchens as the two women 
drove to Orlando to meet with 
the hit man. 

In December, N’Crisha T. 
McCutchen reached a similar 
deal with prosecutors as her 
mother. However, N’Crisha was 
sentenced to one year and one 
day in prison, followed by four 
years probation. 

Both women agreed to assist 
prosecutors in their case against 
Demetrius Dewayne Wilson. His 
trial is scheduled for January. 

 

Food 
distribution at 
Church of God

There will be a food 
distribution at Starke Church of 
God by Faith, 730 Old Lawtey 
Road, on Thursday, Jan. 19, from 
10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Drive-thru 
only. Distribution may begin 
earlier, depending on the arrival 
time of the Farm Share delivery 
truck.

Valerie Vanessa McCutchen

Allow us to Reintroduce ourselves at our newly designed website:

www.BCTBCTelegraph.com
read YOUR local tri-county area news online & mobile

Your Tri-County Local 
News Source

Honoring All Our
Law Enforcement

Officers & Staff
THANK YOU!
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Remain Anonymous
CALL TOLL FREE

(8477)STOP PERS
Submit a TIP ON-LINE at: 

www.FCCrimeStoppers.com
 PD BY CSTF

CrimeCrime
Recent arrests 
in Bradford, 
Union and Clay

The following individuals were 
arrested recently by local law 
enforcement officers in Bradford, 
Union or Clay (Keystone 
Heights-area) counties. All 
defendants are considered 
innocent until convicted in a 
court or until pleading guilty or 
no contest. Information in this 
report is from law enforcement 
agencies and court documents, 
which are public records. 

Bradford
Hid bullet within bra

Precious Monique Aikens, 
22, of Cross City was arrested 
by Bradford deputies on Jan. 1 
for smuggling contraband into a 
prison. 

According to an arrest 
report, the defendant was 
visiting an inmate at Lawtey 
Correctional Institution when 
she was subjected to a search 
by Department of Corrections 
personnel. 

“Precious was asked to shake 
her bra for any loose items, at 
which point a 9-millimeter bullet 
fell out of Precious’s chest area,” 
wrote reporting officer Wyatt 
Konkel. 

Konkel added that Aikens 
claimed the bullet was in her bra 
by accident and asked the DC 
officer searching her not to report 
the discovery. 

Abused elderly man
Amanda Nichole Breaux, 

33, of Keystone Heights was 
arrested by Bradford deputies on 
Jan. 5 for aggravated abuse of an 
elderly person or disabled adult.

According to an arrest report, 
video showed the defendant 
trying to persuade an elderly 
person to get up and sit in a 
chair. The video showed Breaux 
aggressively yelling at the victim 
and grabbing him by the shirt in 
an attempt to get him to stand up.

“Amanda continued to yell 
for (the victim) to get up at 
which point she gets aggravated 
and goes into another room to 
grab a belt.,” wrote reporting 
officer Wyatt Konkel. “She then 
used the belt to place around 
(the victim’s) neck and started 

choking him. Amanda starts 
yelling for him to get up and then 
strikes him with the belt on the 
top of his head multiple times.”

The victim was transported 
to UF Health Shands due to his 
inability to move. A medical 
worker said he had a bruise on his 
arm and a mark on his forehead.

Konkel added that the 
defendant accounted for her 
actions by saying she had 
reached her breaking point with 
the victim.

Dorian Lamar Council, 38, 
of Cartersville, Georgia was 
arrested on Jan. 1 for DUI and 
driving with a suspended or 
revoked license. 

Found cigarettes in 
unlocked car

Gretchin Dianna Crews, 47, of 
Hampton was arrested by Starke 
police on Jan. 4 for burglary and 
larceny. 

According to an arrest report, 
citizens reported a female 
running through traffic on U.S. 
301 between McDonald’s and 
Bradford Square. A Bradford 
deputy said he saw the defendant 
nearly struck by a vehicle as she 
crossed the road.

Reporting officer Frank Krol 
wrote in an arrest report that the 
deputy saw Crews enter a vehicle 
parked near Harbor Freight, grab 
a pack of cigarettes within the car 
and then try to start the vehicle. 

“Crews stated spontaneously 
that she just got into the 
vehicle because she saw it was 
unlocked,” wrote Krol. “I made 
contact with the vehicle owner 
who advised he did not give 
anyone permission to be inside 
his vehicle and he does not know 
the female.”

Left traffic crash 
because he was 
scared

Devin Wayne Fladung, 21, 
of Jacksonville was arrested by 
Bradford deputies and Starke 
police on Dec. 31 for DUI and 
hit and run. 

According to an arrest report, 
Starke police responded to a 
traffic crash at U.S. 301 and 
Washington Street, where the 
owner of a blue Toyota Corolla 
said she was slowing for a red 
traffic signal when she was 
struck from behind. The collision 

forced the Toyota into the rear 
of a gray Mini Cooper that was 
stopped at the intersection. 

The owner of the Toyota said 
the vehicle that struck her then 
drove through the parking lot of 
Verizon Wireless and fled west 
on Washington Street. 

The drivers of the Toyota and 
Mini Cooper reported no injuries. 

Reporting officer Jarred 
Altman wrote that while 
interviewing the victims at the 
intersection, Bradford Deputy 
Trinton Lovell reported that he 
had stopped a gray Chevrolet 
Malibu with heavy body damage 
to the front of the vehicle at 
Northwest 55th Avenue and 
Northwest County Road 229. 

“Deputy Lovell stated he made 
contact with the driver, Devin 
Fladung who admitted to leaving 
the scene of the accident because 
he was scared,” wrote Altman. 

Altman added that Lovell 
arrested the defendant for DUI. 

Victim tracks down 
stolen ring

Hannah Marie Ford, 43, of 
Starke was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on Jan. 3 for possession 
of drug equipment, possession 
of marijuana, larceny, fraud and 
dealing in stolen property. 

According to an arrest report, 
an acquaintance of the defendant 
told deputies she allowed Ford to 
stay with her and later discovered 
two rings missing from her 
vehicle. She suspected Ford stole 
the jewelry and found one ring 
at Lightning Pawn in Keystone 
Heights.

Reporting officer Cody Wells 
wrote that a worker at Lighting 
Pawn suggested he try Lending 
Bear in Starke to find the second 
ring. 

Wells reported that he found 
the second item: a 14-carat, gold 
marquise-cut diamond ring at the 
Starke pawn shop.

The deputy added that the 
defendant’s fingerprints were on 
the receipts for both transactions 
and Lightning Pawn had a video 
of Ford selling the ring to the 
Keystone Heights store. 

Wishes victim Merry 
Christmas, then 
steals car

Trenton Scott Foreman, 23, 
of Hampton was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on Jan. 2 

for disorderly intoxication and 
vehicle theft. 

According to a warrant 
affidavit, the victim told Bradford 
deputies Foreman arrived at her 
house on Dec. 23 on a bicycle 
and wished her Merry Christmas.

The victim added that after she 
fed Foreman grits on her porch, 
he asked for a ride to Sampson 
City. 

“(The victim) told Foreman 
she would give him a ride but 
needed to put warmer clothes on, 
“wrote reporting officer Lekiesha 
Lewis. “Foreman was in the 
vehicle waiting for (the victim). 
When (the victim) went outside 
to take Foreman to Sampson 
City, she noticed the vehicle was 
gone.” 

The victim added that she 
was concerned because when 
Foreman arrived at her house on 
the bicycle, he was consuming a 
beer. 

Deputies later arrested the 
defendant at the Bradford Motel 
and Campground on Temple 
Avenue.

Elijah Franklin Gainey, 30, of 
Hampton was arrested on Jan. 6 
for withholding support. 

Discharged from 
hospital, broke into 
nurse’s car

Landon Dale Green, 19, of 
Starke was arrested by Starke 
police on Dec. 31 for burglary. 

According to an arrest report, 
a security officer at HCA Florida 
Starke Emergency pointed out 
the defendant to police when 
officers responded to a burglary 
call.

Reporting officer Johnathon 
Guinn wrote that Green was in 
possession of a flashlight and $4 
when he put the defendant into 
the back of his patrol car. 

“I asked Landon if he had been 
in any vehicles,” wrote Guinn. 
“Landon stated he did get into a 
vehicle; however, he did not take 
anything.”

A nurse told Guinn that as she 
was walking to her car after her 
shift, she noticed the vehicle’s 
doors open. When she got closer, 
she saw someone in the car 
with a flashlight and recognized 
Green as someone she had just 
discharged from the hospital. 

The victim told Guinn she 
could see nothing missing from 
her car. 

Another nurse at the facility 

told the officer that Green may 
have been in another vehicle, 
adding that as she drove up to the 
facility, she saw the doors of a 
truck open, with someone inside 
the vehicle. 

“I was informed the owner of 
the truck had been transported 
out of county and is intubated 
with a tube,” wrote Guinn. “Due 
to this, I am unable to make 
contact with the person and 
inform him of the burglary. I am 
also unable to know if anything 
is missing from the truck.”

Amy Nicole Hall, 45, of 
Hampton was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on Jan. 3 for 
possession of marijuana. 

Robert Jackson, 39, of Lawtey 
was arrested on Jan. 5 for driving 
with a suspended or revoked 
license. 

Lavern Lenard Marks, 40, of 
Starke was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on Jan. 5 for contempt of 
court, sexual assault, aggravated 
assault, battery and out-of-
county warrants.

According to court papers, 
in August 2021, the victim told 
deputies the defendant sexually 
battered her after accusing her of 
cheating. 

Joseph Henry Marone, 44, 
of Hernando was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on Jan. 6 for 
vehicle theft.

Michael Rodney McCarter, 
24, of Keystone Heights was 
arrested by Bradford deputies on 
Jan. 3 for failure to appear.

Brandolen Devon Miller, 
31, of Havana was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on Jan. 3 for 
arson.

Simon Leonard Mitchell, 
54, of Starke was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on Jan. 4 for 
possession of cocaine. 

Ryan Cain Newell, 36, 
of Melrose was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on Jan. 5 for 
aggravated assault, resisting an 
officer, false imprisonment and 
out-of-county warrants. 

Jered Jerome Nichols, 43, of 
Orange Park was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on Jan. 6 for 
possession of cocaine and selling 
cocaine. 

Erica Shyan Redding, 32, of 

Starke was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on Jan. 3 for possession 
of marijuana and possession of 
drug equipment. 

Walter Derek Watts, 33, of 
Starke was arrested by Starke 
police on Jan. 1 for a probation 
violation.

Kimberly Lynn Williams, 36, 
of Middleburg was arrested on 
Jan. 3 for DUI and vehicle theft. 

Tajh Oneal Williams, 32, of 
Starke was arrested on Jan. 6 
for driving with a suspended or 
revoked license. 

Union
Jonathan Christopher 

Culverson, 30, of Raiford was 
arrested by Union deputies on 
Jan. 8 for battery. 

Alexandria Mariana Mihelic, 
27, of Gainesville was arrested 
by Union deputies on Jan. 6 for 
larceny.

Galven Wynn Parrish, 43, 
of Lake Butler was arrested by 
Union deputies on Jan. 5 for a 
probation violation.

Joseph W. Wooten, 32, was 
arrested by Union deputies on 
Jan. 9 for smuggling contraband 
into a prison. 

Clay
Matthew Vincent Barron, 

20, of Keystone Heights was 
arrested by Clay deputies on Jan. 
5 for battery. 

Gregory Wayne McDaniel, 
54, of Keystone Heights was 
arrested by Clay deputies on Jan. 
4 for driving with a suspended or 
revoked license. 

Scott Cameron Morris, 30, of 
Keystone Heights was arrested 
by Clay deputies on Jan. 5 for 
sexual battery on a person at 
least 12 years of age and under 
18 years of age. 

Bryan Tanner Way, 31, of 
Keystone Heights was arrested 
by Clay deputies on Jan. 1 for 
possession of not more than 20 
grams of marijuana. 

investigate the driver’s claims, 
Newell opened the door, then 
immediately shut it. Moments 
later, a family member opened 
the door and told the lawmen that 
Newell’s actions were just a joke. 

“When asked if Newell was 
exiting the residence, (the family 
member said) he would not 
come out and said he did nothing 
wrong,” wrote Lovell.

Another resident of the house 
told a deputy through a rear glass 
door that Newell was preventing 
anyone from leaving the 
residence and that the defendant 
was using one occupant as a 
shield. 

Smith later identified the 
human shield as a 14-year-old 
child. 

Deputies persuaded Newell 
to release the three occupants, 
leaving the defendant in the 
home alone.

Officers then deployed a 
chemical agent into the residence 
to force the defendant from the 
house. 

The gas eventually forced 
Newell out. Smith said he ran 
out of the house screaming and 
refused commands to get down 
on his knees. 

A beanbag round from a 
shotgun halted the defendant’s 
advance. 

Smith said a family member 
told him the defendant refused 
to leave the home because 
of past experiences with law 
enforcement.

“In speaking with her,” Smith 
said, “he’s been incarcerated 
several times. Looking at his 
criminal history, he’s had a lot of 
violence: assaults, battery, those 
types of things.”

Smith said he and his officers 
proceeded cautiously to avoid a 

gun battle in the neighborhood 
with other homes nearby. 

“We spent quite a bit of time 
trying to negotiate to get him 
to come out,” the sheriff said. 
“Then we deployed tear gas, 
negotiated again, deployed some 
more gas, negotiated again, and 
finally, that worked.” 

The relative told Smith that 
Newell had recently been 
released from a Michigan prison.

“Him, knowing that he had the 
warrants,” Smith said, “I don’t 
know what was in his mind. Did 
he think we were going to go 
away? Who knows what he was 
thinking. To this day, he hasn’t 
told us what he was thinking, but 
he wasn’t coming out.”

Conservation 
board meeting

The Bradford Soil and Water 
Conservation District will meet 
at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 17, 
at the Bradford County Extension 
Office. The agenda will include 
a discussion of the Cypress Run 
Boat Ramp and the Edwards 
Bottomlands Mitigation site 
located along Alligator Creek 
at the Edwards Road Park, and 
other BSWCD projects.

These meetings are open to the 
public. Contact Paul Still at 904-
368-0291 or email stillpe@aol.
com for more information.

Training for 
caregivers

Savvy Caregiver is a free 
seven-week course designed 
for caregivers who assist 
family members or friends 
with Dementia or Alzheimer’s 
Disease.

The Savvy Caregiver Program 
is a unique approach to family 
caregiver education. The 

program offers ideas gathered 
from many disciplines and 
sources. Throughout the series, 
caregivers are urged to learn, 
develop and modify approaches 
they can use to lessen their 
own stress and improve their 
particular caregiver situation.

The program will take place 
on Wednesdays from Feb. 18 to 
March 1, 1:30–3:30 p.m., at the 
Bradford County Senior Center. 
Call 904-368-3955 for more 
information or to sign up.

STANDOFF
Continued from page 1



BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

You could say a Bradford 
County teacher was over the 
moon when she learned she was 
selected to receive a $10,000 
McDonald’s Golden Grant to 
fund her Fly Me to the Moon and 
Beyond project.

Lilly Chappell, who’s the 
STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics) 
teacher at Southside Elementary 
School was one of four 
$10,000 recipients. The Golden 
Grants, which are presented by 
McDonald’s stores in Florida and 
South Georgia, also presented 
seven $5,000 grants, 12 $2,500 
grants and five $1,000 grants.

In sharing the news as the guest 
speaker at the Kiwanis Club of 
Starke’s Dec. 20, 2022, meeting, 
Chappell said she received an 
email telling her that she hadn’t 
been selected to receive a grant. 
One day later, she was confused.

“The next day, I’m cooking 
dinner,” she said. “While I’m 
waiting, I’m scrolling through 
my emails. This email pops up 
that says, ‘Congratulations.’ I 

looked at my husband and said, 
‘I think I’m being punked.’”

Actually, it was just an 
honest mistake as the first email 
Chappell received had been sent 
in error. She had indeed been 
selected to receive a grant.

Some of the things Chappell 
will purchase with the grant 

money include drones, a 3D 
printer and materials, and a 
LEGO Education SPIKE set, 
which incorporates LEGO 
building with technology and 
coding.

As part of her grant 
application, Chappell, who’s 
in her second year of teaching 
Southside’s STEM program, 
wrote that the project would 
build upon what her students 
have already been learning as 
well as helping to prepare them 
for career opportunities.

“Fly Me to the Moon and 
Beyond will continue my 
students’ education in coding, 
building and creating tools to 
solve real-world problems,” 
Chappell wrote. “Students 5-K 
will participate in rocketry, 
building different models of 
flight as well as learning to fly 
drones.

“Florida is the home of the 
(Kennedy) Space Center, and I 
am opening their experiences 
to promote their role as citizens 
and their future possibilities of 
careers in the space-exploration 
field. My students are a part of 
the generation that will see a 
human on the moon as well as on 
Mars.”

Elementary wide 
STEM education

Every grade at Southside takes 
Chappell’s STEM classes — 
she teaches approximately 130 
students. Chappell said that’s a 
big deal in a community where 
many families don’t have the 
economic resources to enroll 
their children in extracurricular 
STEM camps and activities.

“The biggest thing is getting 
them involved in kindergarten, 
building those skills as they 
go,” Chappell told the Kiwanis 
Club of Starke. “My goal is one 
day they have something at the 
middle school here in the next 
few years as well as carrying it 
over to the high school.”

Don’t think that 
kindergarteners are too young 
to pick up on the concepts 
Chappell is teaching. She shared 
a story with the Kiwanis Club 
about a video a parent posted on 
Facebook of their kindergarten 
student explaining to her family 
the concepts of gravity while on 
a trampoline.

“She walked over to her 
younger sister, who’s 3, and 
shoved her down,” Chappell 
said. “She looked at her and said, 
‘That’s gravity.’”

As the laughter subsided, 
Chappell said, “You never know 
what’s going to stick with them.”

Besides exposing children to 
STEM concepts at a young age, 
Chappell wants to encourage 
girls to continue to embrace and 
excel in science. She said girls 
tend to be good in science at the 
elementary age, only to go to 
middle school and discover “it’s 

not cool to be smart.” Chappell 
has posters in her room of 
women who’ve made successful 

careers in science.
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Southside STEM teacher Chappell receives $10K grant

Southside Elementary School STEM teacher Lilly Chappell is presented with a 
$10,000 McDonald’s Golden Grant. Pictured (l-r) are Bradford Superintendent of 
Schools Will Hartley, Southside Assistant Principal Laurén Morgan, Chappell, 
Southside Principal Cassie Melvin and Mike Potapow of McDonald’s.

Jonah Chiadikobi loads a program into his Ozobot in 
Lilly Chappell’s fourth-grade STEM class at Southside 
Elementary. Photo by Cliff Smelley.

Ryleigh Gardner, a fourth-
grader, looks at her robot 

while thinking over a 
problem. Photo by Cliff 

Smelley.

See STEM, page 12

Fourth-grade students Landon Parker and Jayden 
Goodman work on finding the bugs in a program. 
Photo by Cliff Smelley.



BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Union County High School 
had six wrestlers go 3-0 
(including wins by forfeiture) 
in defeating Bishop Snyder, 
Beachside and finally Baker 
County to capture the District 
4-1A duals championship on Jan. 
3 in Lake Butler.

The Tigers began the 
tournament with an 82-0 win 
over Bishop Snyder, with 
six wrestlers winning their 
weight classes by pinning their 
opponents: Kale Waters (113 
class), Jonathan Howard (120), 
Braden Adams (126), Rodney 
Barnett (145), Dante Johnson 
(152) and Colin Hadlock (160).

Danny Thornton (195) won 
by a 16-3 major decision, while 
the following earned wins due 
to Bishop Snyder forfeiting 
weight classes: Aidan Hancock 
(106), Ian Halfacre (132), Ethan 
Shea (138), Trenton Klein (170), 
Alexander Cortese (182), Dylan 
Lane (220) and Ephriam Frometa 
(285).

Union defeated Beachside 
58-21 to advance to the 
championship match. The 
following accounted for 42 
points by virtue of pinning their 
opponents: Waters, Halfacre, 
Johnson, Hadlock, Thornton, 
Lane and Frometa.

Howard defeated his opponent 
by an 11-3 major decision, while 
Shea and Klein earned wins by 
forfeitures.

The Tigers captured the 
championship trophy with a 48-
34 win over Baker County. The 
following all won by pinning 
their opponents: Howard, 
Halfacre, Shea, Barnett, Cortese, 
Thornton, Lane and Frometa.

4 place at Joe Bees 
Battle of the Border

Halfacre was the runner-up 
in his weight class, while three 
of his teammates also placed at 
the Jan. 6-7 Joe Bees Memorial 
Battle of the Border at Yulee 
High School.

Halfacre had a first-round bye. 
He pinned Booker’s Jinkal Barot 
in 26 seconds and advanced to 
the championship match off a 
forfeit. There, he came up just 
short, losing 9-8 to The Villages’ 
Blaise Nelson.

Barnett placed third. After 
a first-round bye, he pinned 
Columbia’s Carlee Morrison 
in 29 seconds. Barnett was put 
into the consolation bracket 
when he was pinned in 2:12 by 
Bishop Kenny’s Jack Raynor. 
After advancing by forfeit, he 
pinned Yulee’s Andrew Watkins 
in 1:55 and then pinned Booker’s 
Michael Arthur in 4:00. In 
the third-place match, Barnett 
pinned Mandarin’s Antonio 
Ramos in 2:38.

Thornton also earned a 
third-place finish. He started 
by pinning Cocoa’s Matthew 
Watters in 2:43. After advancing 

by an injury default, he was 
pinned in 1:02 by Yulee’s Alex 
Smith. Thornton pinned Bishop 
Kenny’s Max Thallemer in 4:44 
to reach the third-place match, 
where he pinned First Coast’s 
Dean Marshall in 2:55.

Waters placed fourth. After a 
first-round bye, he pinned Tocoi 
Creek’s Alessandro Bazan in 29 
seconds. Waters was then pinned 
in 2:56 by Baker County’s Jareb 
Lauramore. He bounced back 
with a sudden victory over 
teammate Jonathan Howard 
before getting pinned in 3:32 in 
the third-place match by Cocoa’s 
Aaron Horr.

Three Union wrestlers were 
one win away from the third-
place matches in their classes. 
Elijah Roberts (152) went 2-1 
before being pinned in 2:59 by 
Baker County’s Cedrick Larry, 
while Cortese went 2-1 before 
being pinned in 3:18 by Yulee’s 
Phoenix Barbour-Yerka. Lane, 
coming off of pins of 1:11 and 
1:32, was pinned in 1:26 by 
Booker’s Jacquez King to finish 
with a 3-2 record.

Howard and Hadlock each 
went 2-2, while Shea and Klein 
each went 1-2.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Phoenix Contes and Luke 
Graves finished as runners-up, 
while three of their Keystone 
Heights High School wrestling 
teammates also placed at the 
Jan. 7 Marine Corps Challenge 
at Jacksonville’s Riverside High 
School.

Contes (132-pound class), 
after a first-round bye, pinned 
Beachside’s Elijah Morrvaridy in 
3:10 and then pinned Wolfson’s 
Kai Molla in 1:48. In the 
championship match, he was 
pinned in 3:31 by Matanzas’ 
Michael Fries.

Graves (145), after a first-round 
bye, pinned Riverside’s Deshon 
Williams in 29 seconds and then 
pinned Matanzas’ Mason Obama 
in 54 seconds. He was pinned in 
1:39 in the championship match 
by Beachside’s Grady Smith.

Joshua Dowling (285) placed 
third. After a first-round bye, 
he was pinned in 36 seconds by 

Centennial’s Jayden Jackson. 
Dowling then pinned four 
straight opponents: Godby’s 
Amari Litchfield in 1:49, 
Matanzas’ Carmine Lania in 
2:07, Godby’s Raheem Barge 
in 1:45 and Beachside’s Caleb 
Barnes in 2:38.

Riley McGorty (120) placed 
fourth. After a first-round bye, 
he pinned Paxon’s Ava Pinson in 
33 seconds. McGorty was then 
pinned in 48 seconds by Paxon’s 
Kyle Brown, but bounced back 
by pinning Wolfson’s Cooper 
Mans in 1:19. He was pinned 
in 49 seconds in the third-place 
match by Stanton’s Leonardo 
Torres.

Marcellus Beem (152) also 
earned a fourth-place finish. He 
had byes the first two rounds 
before getting pinned in 1:48 
by Matanzas’ Andrew Sanchez. 
Beem then advanced by 
forfeiture before getting pinned 
in 1:47 by Godby’s Tony Howie.

Jagger Lancaster (138), Talon 
Lybarger (160) and Huntley 

Dennis (182) each went 2-2, 
while Rayne Pace (138), Seth 
Fernandez (160) and Damian 
Hill (170) each went 1-2.

Prior to the Marine Corps 
Challenge, Keystone went 
1-2 at the District 4-1A duals 
tournament on Jan. 3 at Union 
County High School.

The Indians opened the 
tournament with a 40-18 loss to 
Tocoi Creek. Steven Raab won 
the 220-pound class with a pin, 
while Graves and Dowling each 
won by forfeiture.

Keystone won its first 
consolation-round match by 
defeating Palatka 36-30. Contes, 
Graves, Raab and Dowling all 
won by pinning their opponents. 
Fernandez and Atreyu Contes 
(106) each won by forfeiture.

In a 48-30 loss to Beachside, 
McGorty, Raab and Dowling 
won their classes by pinning 
their opponents. Pace and 
Henry Carhuayo (170) won by 
forfeiture.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Thomas Williams scored eight 
of his 13 points in the fourth 
quarter as the Union County 
High School boys basketball 
team was able to hold off visiting 
Baker County for a 57-46 win on 
Jan. 7.

The Tigers (6-4) got off to 
a fast start, scoring 12 of the 
game’s first 15 points. Gavin 
Jenkins hit a jumper off a Cole 
Andersen-Davis assist, followed 
by Johnte’ Nichols scoring off 
his own steal to put Union up 
4-0. Jenkins later scored when he 
rebounded a missed three-pointer 
by the Wildcats and drove the 
length of the court for a dunk, 
while Williams made a pull-
up jumper to make it 8-3. After 
a basket by Andersen-Davis, 
Jenkins scored off a Nichols steal 
for a 12-3 lead.

Union maintained at least a 
10-point lead for most of the 
second quarter, but after Kam 
Paytee made a three-pointer to 
make the score 23-12, the Tigers 
committed turnovers on their 
final six possessions of the half. 
Baker failed to capitalize on most 
of those, but the Wildcats did cut 
Union’s lead to seven entering 
halftime.

The Tigers put their struggles 
behind them as they began the 
second half with a 12-2 run. 

After Dee Williams made a free 
throw, Jenkins scored off his own 
steal. Andersen-Davis scored 
following another turnover and 
then added another basket after 
Baker’s Jeremiah Mitchell made 
two free throws, making it a 
30-18 game. Thomas Williams 
knocked down a three-pointer to 
push the lead to 15, while Dee 
Williams scored off his own steal 

to make the score 35-18.
Consecutive baskets by 

Jenkins helped the Tigers build 
a 22-point lead, but the Wildcats 
closed the third quarter with a 
12-2 run, making the score 45-33 
going into the fourth quarter.

Thomas Williams’ points in 
the final quarter were crucial 

Tigers win duals district title
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The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that 
should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you information 
about our qualifications and experience.

• Personal Injury
• Divorce and Family
• Bankruptcy
• Criminal Law
• Auto Accidents
• Real Estate
• Traffic/DUI
• Wills, Trusts, Probate
• Estate Planning

Union County went 2-0 before defeating Baker County to win the District 4-1A duals 
wrestling championship on Jan. 3.

UCHS boys cap 2-0 week in 
hoops with win over Baker Co.

Auntrell Ross corrals an offensive rebound in the 
Tigers’ 57-46 win over Baker County. Photos by Cliff 
Smelley.

5 Keystone wrestlers place 
at Marine Corps Challenge

See UCHS, page 13
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Legals  for the week of Jan. 12, 
2023

BRADFORD 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 

BRADFORD COUNTY,
FLORIDA	 PROBATE 

DIVISION
File No: 04-2022-CP-000126

IN RE:  ESTATE OF
LOUISE H. SLAWINSKI
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of 
LOUISE H. SLAWINSKI, deceased, 
whose date of death was June 1, 
2022, is pending in the Circuit Court for 
BRADFORD County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 945 
N. Temple Avenue, Starke, Florida 
32091.  The names and addresses of 
the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney 
are set forth below.
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a 
copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY 
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this 
notice is January 5, 2023.
Attorney for Personal Representative:
Marilyn A. Cangro Belo
Attorney for Marilyn A. Cangro Belo
Florida Bar Number: 22390
5745 SW 75th Street #363
Gainesville, Florida  32608
Telephone: (352) 448-4500
Fax: (352) 448-4510
E-Mail: lynn@mcbelolaw.com 
Secondary E-Mail: eservice@
mcbelolaw.com
Personal Representative:
Marilyn A. Cangro Belo
5745 S.W. 75th Street, #363
Gainesville, Florida 32608
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 

AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION
CASE NO. 22000423CAAXMX

DIVISION
WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND 
SOCIETY, FSB, AS TRUSTEE OF 
STANWICH MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST F, 
Plaintiff,  	
vs.
NELDA S. NEAL a/k/a NELDA SUE 
NEAL a/k/a NELDA NEAL, et. al.             
Defendant(s).

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO:	 UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
DEVISEES, BENEFICIARIES, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEES, 
LIENORS, CREDITORS, TRUSTEES 
AND ALL OTHER UNKNOWN 
PERSONS OR SPOUSES 
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER, 
OR AGAINST THE ESTATE OF 
SILLAR J. ANDERSON a/k/a SILLAR 
JANE ANDERSON, DECEASED
Last Known Address: N/A
Current Address: N/A
Previous Address: N/A
TO: All other unknown parties 
claiming interests by, through, 
under, and against THE HEREIN 
named defendant(s) who are not 
known to be dead or alive, whether 
same unknown parties may claim an 
interest as spouses, heirs, devisees, 
grantees, or other claimants
whose residence is unknown if he/
she/they be living; and if he/she/they 
be dead, the unknown defendants 
who may be spouses, heirs, devisees, 
grantees, assignees, lienors, 
creditors, trustees, and all parties 
claiming an interest by, through, 
under or against the Defendants, who 
are not known to be dead or alive, 
and all parties having or claiming to 
have any right, title or interest in the 
property described in the mortgage 
being foreclosed herein
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage has been filed 
against you, in regard to the following 
property in BRADFORD County, 
Florida, legally described as:
THE SOUTH 262.38 FEET OF THE 
EAST 1/2 OF THE NORTHWEST 
1/4 OF THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF 
NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 
16, TOWNSHIP 6 SOUTH, RANGE 
22 EAST, BRADFORD COUNTY, 
FLORIDA, LESS THE EAST 166.02 
FEET THEREOF; AND LESS AND 
EXCEPT ANY PART LYING WITHIN 
GRADED COUNTY ROAD, ALONG 
THE SOUTHERN BOUNDARY 
THEREOF. 
TOGETHER WITH THAT CERTAIN 
2002 FLEETWOOD, CARRIAGE 
MANOR, MOBILE HOME BEARING 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBERS: 
GAFL175A73184CD21 & 
GAFL175B73184CD21. 
This property is located at the street 
address of: 3365 Northwest 182nd 
Street, Starke, FL 32091
YOU ARE REQUIRED to serve a 
copy of your written defenses on or 
before _________________a date 
which is within 30 days after the first 
publication, if any, on McMichael 
Taylor Gray, LLC, Plaintiff’s Attorney, 
whose address is 3275 W. Hillsboro 
Blvd., Suite 312, Deerfield Beach, 
Florida  33442, and file the original 
with this Court either before service 
on Plaintiff’s Attorney, or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise, a default 
will be entered against you for the 
relief demanded in the Complaint or 
Petition.
This Notice shall be published once a 
week for two consecutive weeks in the 

BRADFORD COUNTY TELEGRAPH
WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
the court on December 29, 2022.
DENNY THOMPSON
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BY: K. Jenkins
Attorney for Plaintiff:	  
Annalise Hayes DeLuca, Esq.	
Audrey J. Dixon, Esq.	
Ashley Elmore Drew, Esq.	
MCMICHAEL TAYLOR GRAY, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff		
3550 Engineering Drive, Suite 260
Peachtree Corners, GA  30092
Phone:  404.474.7149
Email: ServiceFL@mtglaw.com
**IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
AMERICAN’S WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT, If you are an individual 
with a disability who needs an 
accommodation in order to participate 
in a court proceeding or other court 
service, program, or activity, you 
are entitled, at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Requests for accommodations may 
be presented on  this form: https://
circuit8.org/wp-content/uploads/
ADA-Request-Form.pdf in another 
written format, or orally.
Requests may be submitted by 
using the  form  available; via email 
to  ada@circuit8.org; by mail to 
ADA Coordinator, Alachua County 
Courthouse, 201 East University 
Avenue, Room 410, Gainesville, 
Florida 32601; or orally by phone at 
352-337-6237. Please make request 
as far in advance as possible, 
but preferably at least seven (7) 
days before your scheduled court 
appearance or other court activity. 
If you are hearing or voice impaired 
please call 711.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, EIGHTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
BRADFORD COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO, 2022-CA-473
MARIAN L. BRIGHT,
a/k/a MARIAN H. BRIGHT,
Plaintiff,
VS.
DEMOND STOKES, SR.,
a/k/a DEMOND L. STOKES, SR.,
Defendant,

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: DEMOND STOKES, SR. a/k/a 
DEMOND L. STOKES, SR.
Residence(s): Unknown
Last Known mailing address: 
3880 Morning Glory Road
Jacksonville, Florida 32210
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to 
quiet title on the following property in 
Bradford County, Florida:
The North 102.53 feet of the South 
334.53 feet of the West 1/2 of the SW  
1/4 of the SW 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of 
Section 25, Township 5 South, Range 
22 East, Bradford County, Florida, 
said parcel] being more particularly 
described as follows:
Commence at the Iron Pipe at the 
Southwest corner of said Section 25 
and run N 01 deg 23 min 59 sec W, 
along the West line of said Section 
25, a distance of 232.05 feet to an 
Iron Rod for the Point of Beginning; 
thence continue N 01 deg 23 min 
59 sec W, along last said West line, 
102.53 feet to an Iron Rod; thence 
run N 89 deg 46 min 25 sec E, 270.00 
feet to an Iron Rod; thence run S 01 
deg 23 min 59 sec E, 102.53 feet to 
an Iron Rod; thence run S 89 deg 46 
min 25 sec W, 270.00 feet to the Point 
of beginning.
TOGETHER WITH a 30 foot wide 
Easement for Ingress, Egress and 
Access being in  the SE 1/4 of the 
SE 1/4 of the SE 1/4 of Section 26, 
Township 5 South, Range 22 East, 
Bradford County, Florida, lying 30 
feet to the left of and parallel to the 
following described line and being 
more particularly described as 
follows:
Commence at an Iron Pipe at the 
Southeast comer of said Section 26 
(also being the Southwest corner 
of Section 25} and run N 01 deg 23 
min 59 sec W, along the East line of 
said Section 26, a distance of 232.05 
feet to an Iron Rod for the Point of 
Beginning of said Easement; thence 
continue N 01 deg 23 min 59 sec W, 
along last said East line, 337 feet, 
more or less, to an existing fence post 
at the NE comer of the SE 1/4 of SE 
1/4 of SE 1/4; thence run S 89 deg 
29 min 35 sec W, along the North line 
of said SE 1/4 of SE 1/4 of SE 1/4, a 
distance of 150 feet, more or less, to 
a point; thence run N 01 22 min 58 
sec W, 671 feet, more or less, to the 
Southerly R/W line of County Road 
N.E. 216th Street, and the End of 
said Easement Line together with that 
certain mobile home situate thereon.
has been filed against you, and 
you are required to serve a copy of 
your written defenses, if any, to it on 
BERNARD & SCHEMER, ESQUIRE, 
Plaintiff’s attorney, whose address is 
480 Busch Drive, Jacksonville, Florida 
32218, on or before __________ , 
2022 or within 35 days of the first date 
of publication of this notice, and file 
the original with the Clerk of this Court 
either before service on Plaintiff’s 
attorney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise, a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in 
the complaint or petition.
WITNESS my hand and the seal 
of this Court on the 29th day of 
December, 2022.
Clerk of the Court 
By: K. Jenkins
Deputy Clerk 
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COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that the Bradford County Board of 
County Commissioners will have 
a board meeting on January 19, 
2023 at 6:30 PM inside the county 
commission meeting room, located in 
the north wing section of the Bradford 
County Courthouse, 945 N. Temple, 
Avenue, Starke, FL. A copy of the 
meeting agenda may be obtained 
from the Bradford County website: 
www.bradfordcountyfl.gov. Said 
meeting location is secured – no 
firearms or weapons are permitted.
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Notice is hereby given:
Michael A. Hoechst
Last known address of:
12769 SW 83rd Ave
Starke FL 32091
You are hereby notified that your 
eligibility to vote is in question. You are 

required to contact the Supervisor of 
Elections, in Starke, Florida, no later 
than thirty (30) days after the date of 
this publishing. Failure to respond will 
result in a determination of ineligibility 
by the Supervisor and your name will 
be removed from the statewide voter 
registration system.
Published one time in the Bradford 
County Telegraph
Amanda Seyfang
Bradford County Supervisor of 
Elections
P. O. Box 58
945 N. Temple Ave., Suite C
Starke, FL 32091
Date: January 9, 2023
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Notice is hereby given:
Joshua D. Padgett
Last known address of:
9707 US Highway 301S
Hampton FL 32044
You are hereby notified that your 
eligibility to vote is in question. You are 
required to contact the Supervisor of 
Elections, in Starke, Florida, no later 
than thirty (30) days after the date of 
this publishing. Failure to respond will 
result in a determination of ineligibility 
by the Supervisor and your name will 
be removed from the statewide voter 
registration system.
Published one time in the Bradford 
County Telegraph
Amanda Seyfang
Bradford County Supervisor of 
Elections
P. O. Box 58
945 N. Temple Ave., Suite C
Starke, FL 32091
Date: January 9, 2023

1/12 1tchg-BCT

Notice is hereby given:
Makayla DM. Harris
Last known address of:
8439 SW County Road 225
Starke FL 32091
You are hereby notified that your 
eligibility to vote is in question. You are 
required to contact the Supervisor of 
Elections, in Starke, Florida, no later 
than thirty (30) days after the date of 
this publishing. Failure to respond will 
result in a determination of ineligibility 
by the Supervisor and your name will 
be removed from the statewide voter 
registration system.
Published one time in the Bradford 
County Telegraph
Amanda Seyfang
Bradford County Supervisor of 
Elections
P. O. Box 58
945 N. Temple Ave., Suite C
Starke, FL 32091
Date: January 9, 2023
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
8TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND 

FOR 
BRADFORD COUNTY, FLORIDA 

CIVIL DIVISION 
CASE NO.:  2022-CA-0377

VILLAGE CAPITAL & INVESTMENT, 
LLC,
Plaintiff,
vs.
UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND 
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM 
AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF 
ROBERT L. BAUGH, et al.,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO: UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND 
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM 
AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF 
ROBERT L. BAUGH 
Last Known Address: 16368 SW 
COUNTY RD 235, BROOKER, FL 
32622
Current Residence Unknown
ROBERT LEWIS BAUGH, JR.
Last Known Address: 2026 CELESTE 
DRIVE, MODESTO, CA 95355
Current Residence Unknown
LEAH A. BAUGH
Last Known Address: 2026 CELESTE 
DRIVE, MODESTO, CA 95355
Current Residence Unknown
ISAIAH BAUGH
Last Known Address: 2026 CELESTE 
DRIVE, MODESTO, CA 95355
Current Residence Unknown
UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, 
ASSIGNEES, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES AND 
ALL OTHERS WHO MAY CLAIM 
AN INTEREST IN THE ESTATE OF 
ROBERT L. BAUGH
Last Known Address: 16368 SW 
COUNTY RD 235, BROOKER, FL 
32622
Current Residence Unknown
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action 
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the 
following described property:
A PARCEL OF LAND LYING IN THE 
SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SOUTHWEST 
1/4 OF SECTION 27, TOWNSHIP 
6 SOUTH, RANGE 20 EAST, 
BRADFORD COUNTY, FLORIDA; 
SAID PARCEL BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID SOUTHEAST 
1/4 OF SOUTHWEST 1/4 FOR THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING AND RUN 
SOUTH 00 DEGREES 55 MINUTES 
28 SECONDS EAST, ALONG THE 
EASTERLY BOUNDARY THEREOF; 
270.19 FEET TO THE IRON ROD 
FOUND ON THE NORTHERLY 
BOUNDARY OF THE RIGHT OF 
WAY OF COUNTY ROAD 235, SAID 
IRON ROD BEING ON A CURVE 
CONCAVE TO THE NORTH AND 
HAVING A RADIUS OF 5679.58 
FEET; THENCE SOUTHWESTERLY, 
ALONG SAID NORTHERLY 
BOUNDARY AND ALONG THE ARC 
OF SAID CURVE, 500.26 FEET AS 
MEASURED ALONG A CHORD 
HAVING A BEARING OF SOUTH 
74 DEGREES 57 MINUTES 17 
SECONDS WEST; TO A CONCRETE 
MONUMENT AT THE END OF 
SAID CURVE; THENCE SOUTH 77 
DEGREES NORTH 28 MINUTES 
19 SECONDS WEST, ALONG SAID 
NORTHERLY BOUNDARY, 371.91 
FEET TO AN IRON ROD; THENCE 
NORTH 12 DEGREES 58 MINUTES 
40 SECONDS WEST, 465.65 FEET 
TO AN IRON ROD LOCATED ON THE 

NORTHERLY BOUNDARY OF SAID 
SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF SOUTHWEST 
1/4; THENCE NORTH 88 DEGREES 
22 MINUTES 11 SECONDS EAST, 
ALONG LAST SAID NORTHERLY 
BOUNDARY, 946.76 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING.
has been filed against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it, on 
De Cubas & Lewis, P.A., Attorney 
for Plaintiff, whose address is P.O. 
BOX 771270, CORAL SPRINGS, FL 
33077 on or  before ___________, 
a date at least thirty (30) days after 
the first publication of this Notice in 
the (Please publish in BRADFORD 
COUNTY TELEGRAPH) and file the 
original with the Clerk of this Court 
either before service on Plaintiff’s 
attorney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in 
the complaint.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in a proceeding, 
you are entitled to be provided with 
certain assistance at no cost to you. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator, 
Alachua County Family and Civil 
Justice Center, 201 East University 
Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601 (352) 
337-6237 at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, 
or immediately upon receiving this 
notification if the time before the 
scheduled appearance is less than 
7 days. If you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 1-800-955-8770 via 
Florida Relay Service.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court this 6th day of January, 
2023.
DENNY THOMPSON
As Clerk of the Court
By: L. Brannon 
As Deputy Clerk

1/12 2tchg 1/12-BCT

PUBLIC NOTICE
There will be NO election in the 
Town of Brooker, Florida on Tuesday, 
February 14, 2023.

Suzanne McRee
Town Clerk

1/12 1tchg-BCT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 

AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY 
FLORIDA

CIRCUIT CIVIL DIVISION 
CASE NO.: 

042022CA000037CAAXMX
COMMUNITY LOAN SERVICING, 
LLC 
F/K/A BAY VIEW LOAN SERVICING, 
LLC,
Plaintiff, 
V.
MARK S. GARRISON, et al.,
Defendants
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45
NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
CHAPTER 45 IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that pursuant to the Final Judgment 
of Mortgage Foreclosure dated 
November 28, 2022, entered in Case 
No. 042022CA000037CAAXMX 
in the Circuit Court of the EIGHTH 
Judicial Circuit in and for BRADFORD 
County, Florida, wherein U.S. BANK 
TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
AS TRUSTEE FOR LB-DWELLING 
SERIES V TRUST is the Plaintiff and 
MARK S. GARRISON; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF MARK S. GARRISON; 
NANCY L. GARRISON A/K/A NANCY 
LEE GARRISON; UNKNOWN 
SPOUSE OF NANCY GARRISON 
A/K/A NANCY L. GARRISON A/K/A 
NANCY LEE GARRISON; ASSET 
ACCEPTANCE LLC; VELOCITY 
INVESTMENTS, LLC;
UNKNOWN TENANT #1 N/K/A 
CHRISTINA RHUE and UNKNOWN 
TENANT #2 N/K/A ANGEL 
GARRISON are the Defendants.
The Clerk of the Court, DENNY 
THOMPSON, will sell to the highest 
bidder for cash, in accordance with 
Section 45.031, Florida Statutes, at 
public sale on FEBRUARY 23, 2023, 
at 11:00 A.M. to the highest bidder 
for cash at the Lobby of the Bradford 
County Courthouse located at 945 
North Temple Avenue, Starke, FL 
32091 after having first given notice 
as required by Section 45.031, Florida 
Statutes, the following described real 
property as set forth in said Final 
Summary Judgment, to wit:
THE NORTH 165 FEET OF THE 
SOUTH 330, FEET OF THE NORTH 
1/2 OF THE SOUTHEAST 1/4 OF 
THE NORTHEAST 1/4 OF SECTION 
1, TOWNSHIP 6 SOUTH, RANGE 
21 EAST, BRADFORD COUNTY, 
FLORIDA.
ALONG WITH A 1996 SINGLEWIDE 
MOBILE HOME. SN*0575-8
VIN# 276105751
TITLE #70861293
Property address: 6935 Northwest 
County Road, #233, Starke, FL 32091
IF YOU ARE A PERSON CLAIMING 
A RIGHT TO FUNDS REMAINING 
AFTER THE SALE, YOU MUST 
FILE A CLAIM WITH THE CLERK 
NO LATER THAN THE DATE THAT 
THE CLERK REPORTS THE FUNDS 
AS UNCLAIMED. IF YOU FAIL TO 
FILE A CLAIM, YOU WILL NOT BE 
ENTITLED TO ANY REMAINING 
FUNDS. AFTER THE DATE THAT 
THE CLERK REPORTS THE 
FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE 
OWNER OF RECORD AS OF THE 
DATE OF THE LIS PENDENS MAY 
CLAIM THE SURPLUS.
Dated this 6th day of January, 2023.
HOWARD LAW GROUP
4755 Technology Way, Suite 104
Boca Raton, FL 33431
Telephone: (954) 893-7874
Facsimile: (888) 235-0017
Designated Service E-Mail:
Pleadings@HowardLaw.com
By:  /s/Matthew Klein 
Matthew B. Klein, Esq.
Florida Bar No.: 73529
E-Mail: Matthew@HowardLaw.com
IMPORTANT
In accordance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA). 
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the County’s ADA 
Coordinator, William E. Sexton, 
County Attorney at Bradford County 
Courthouse, 945 N. Temple Avenue 
— P.O. Drawer B, Starke, Florida 

32091 (904) 966-6327 or via E-Mail 
at will sexton@bradfordcountyfl.gov; 
no later than ten (10) days prior to 
any proceeding, or immediately upon 
receiving this notification if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is 
less than 10 days; if you are hearing 
or voice impaired, call 711.

1/12 2tchg 1/19-BCT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
MIRACLE AUTOMOTIVE & TRUCK 
SERVICE CENTER INC. gives notice 
that on 01/27/2023 at 12:00 PM the 
following vehicles(s) may be sold by 
public sale at 620 N THOMPSON ST, 
STARKE, FL 32091 to satisfy the lien 
for the amount owed on each vehicle 
for any recovery, towing, or storage 
services charges and administrative 
fees allowed pursuant to Florida 
statute 713.78.
STESM92NXYZ690233 2000 TOYT
This notification is published in 
BRADFORD COUNTY TELEGRAPH 
on 01/12/2023.

1/12 1tchg-BCT

UNION
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD 
IN  THE FAMILY COURT 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Docket No. 2022-DR-20-170

Latonya L. Thornton, Plaintiff
vs
Keith M. Thornton, Defendant

SUMMONS FOR DIVORCE
 (One Year Continuous Separation)

To the DEFENDANT Above-Named:
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
you have been sued by the Plaintiff 
for DIVORCE in the Court indicated 
above. You must respond in writing 
to the attached Complaint for Divorce 
and serve a copy of your Answer 
on the Plaintiff at the address below 
within thirty (30) days after the service 
of this Summons upon you, not 
counting the day of service, or thirty-
five (35) days if you were served by 
certified mail, restricted delivery, 
return receipt requested.
If you wish to retain an attorney to 
represent you in this matter, it is 
advisable to do so before submitting 
your Answer to the Plaintiff.
If you do not answer the Complaint 
within the required thirty (30) days, 
the Court may grant a DIVORCE and 
grant the Plaintiff the relief requested 
in the Complaint.
Date: September 6, 2022
Latonya L. Thornton, Plaintiff’s 
Signature
Winnsboro, South Carolina

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF FAIRFIELD 
IN  THE FAMILY COURT 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
Docket No. 2022-DR-20-170

LATONYA L. THORNTON, Plaintiff
vs.
KEITH M THORNTON, Defendant 

NOTICE OF HEARING
A hearing has been set in the above 
entitled action on Friday, February 24, 
2023 at 09:30 a.m. You are hereby 
notified to be present in the Fairfield 
County Family Court at time. 
Date: December 20, 2022
Winnsboro, SC
Judy M. Bonds
Clerk of Court
BY: Beverly Simmons
Address of Family Court:
Fairfield County Family Court
115-A South Congress Street
Winnsboro, SC 29180
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 

FOR UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No: 21000045CAAXMX

CITIMORTGAGE, INC., 
Plaintiff,
VS:
UNKNOWN HEIRS, 
BENEFICIARIES, DEVISEES, 
SURVIVING SPOUSE, GRANTEES, 
ASSIGNEE, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS, TRUSTEES, AND ALL 
OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING AN 
INTEREST BY THROUGH UNDER 
OR AGAINST HENRY W. FILER, 
DECEASED; KING SOLOMON’ 
GRIGGER; ANTHONY J. FILER; 
CHARLIE FILER; HAROLD YOUNG; 
HENRIETTA WILLIAMS; SONYA 
FILER; ANGELA FILER; UNKNOWN 
TENANT #1; UNKNOWN TENANT 
#2;
Defendant(s).
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE 

PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 45
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
sale will be made pursuant to a 
Final Judgment. Final Judgment was 
awarded on October 19, 2022 in Civil 
Case No. 21000045CAAXMX, of the 
Circuit Court of the EIGHTH Judicial 
Circuit in and for Union County, 
Florida, wherein, CITIMORTGAGE, 
INC. is the Plaintiff, and UNKNOWN 
HEIRS, BENEFICIARIES, 
DEVISEES, SURVIVING SPOUSE, 
GRANTEES, ASSIGNEE, LIENORS, 
CREDITORS,  TRUSTEES, AND ALL 
OTHER PARTIES CLAIMING AN 
INTEREST BY THROUGH UNDER 
OR AGAINST HENRY W. FILER, 
DECEASED; KING. SOLOMON 
GRIGGER; ANTHONY J. FILER; 
CHARLIE FILER; HAROLD YOUNG; 
HENRIETTA WILLIAMS; SONYA 
FILER; ANGELA FILER; UNKNOWN 
TENANT #1 N/K/A SHARON 
WILLIAMS are Defendants.
The Clerk of the Court, Kellie 
Hendricks-Rhoades will sell to the 
highest bidder for cash at 55 W Main 
Street, Lake Butler, FL 32054 on 
January 26, 2023 at 11:00:00 AM EST 
the following described real property 
as set forth in said Final Judgment, 
to wit:
A PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINING A 
TOTAL AREA OF 1.2 ACRES, MORE 
OR LESS, LYING, BEING AND 
SITUATE IN THE NORTH 1/2 OF 
GOVERNMENT LOT 1, SECTION 
31, TOWNSHIP 5 SOUTH, RANGE 
20 EAST, CITY OF LAKE BUTLER, 
UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA, MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: :
COMMENCE AT THE SOUTHEAST 
CORNER OF SAID NORTH 
1/2 OF GOVERNMENT LOT 1, 
SECTION 31, AND RUN NORTH 
01 DEGREE 45 MINUTES 29 
SECONDS WEST, ALONG THE 
EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION. 31, 
A DISTANCE OF 63.55. FEET TO 

THE INTERSECTION WITH THE 
CENTERLINE OF STATE ROAD 
NUMBER 121; THENCE CONTINUE 
RUNNING NORTH 01 DEGREE 45 
MINUTES 29. SECONDS WEST, 
CONTINUING ALONG SAID EAST 
LINE OF SECTION 31, A DISTANCE 
OF 143,19 FEET TO A POINT, 
SAID POINT BEING A DISTANCE 
OF 1174.66 FEET SOUTHERLY 
OF THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID SECTION 31; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 85 DEGREES 30 
MINUTES 34 SECONDS WEST 
A DISTANCE OF 19.27 FEET TO 
THE INTERSECTION WITH THE 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
SOUTHEAST 5TH AVENUE (ALSO 
KNOWN AS EPPERSON STREET) 
AND THE POINT OF BEGINNING OF 
THE HEREINAFTER DESCRIBED 
PARCEL OF LAND; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
49 MINUTES 12 SECONDS EAST, 
ALONG SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF SOUTHEAST 5TH 
AVENUE, A
DISTANCE OF 88.35 FEET; THENCE 
RUN SOUTH 42 DEGREES 10 
MINUTES 48 SECONDS WEST, 
CONTINUING ALONG SAID 
WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE, A 
DISTANCE OF 21.94 FEET TO 
THE INTERSECTION WITH THE 
NORTH RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE OF 
SAID STATE ROAD NUMBER 121; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 85 DEGREES 
10 MINUTES 48 SECONDS WEST, 
ALONG SAID NORTH RIGHT- 
OF-WAY LINE OF STATE ROAD 
NUMBER 121, A DISTANCE OF 
69.06 FEET; THENCE RUN NORTH 
01 DEGREE 45 MINUTES 29 
SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE 
OF 103.74 FEET; THENCE RUN 
SOUTH 85 DEGREES 30 MINUTES 
34 SECONDS WEST A DISTANCE 
OF 315.00 FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 01 DEGREE 45 MINUTES 
29 SECONDS WEST A  DISTANCE 
OF 105.00 FEET; THENCE 
RUN NORTH 85 DEGREES 30 
MINUTES 34 SECONDS EAST 
A DISTANCE OF 402.45 FEET 
TO THE INTERSECTION WITH 
SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-WAY LINE 
OF SOUTHEAST 5TH AVENUE; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 00 DEGREES 
49 MINUTES 12 SECONDS EAST, 
ALONG SAID WEST RIGHT-OF-
WAY LINE OF SOUTHEAST 5TH 
AVENUE, A
DISTANCE OF 105.10 FEET TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING
Any person claiming an interest in 
the surplus from the sale, if any, 
other than the property owner as of 
the date of the lis penderis must file 
a claim before the clerk reports the 
surplus as unclaimed.
WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
the court on December 27, 2022
CLERK OF THE COURT 
Kellie Hendricks-Rhoades
By: Crystal Norman
Deputy Clerk
ALDRIDGE PITE, LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
5300 West Atlantic Avenue
Suite 303
Delray Beach, FL 33484
Telephone: 561-392-6391
Facsimile: 561-392-6965
Primary E-Mail: serviceMail@
aldridgepite.com

IMPORTANT
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES 
ACT: If you are a person with a disability 
who: needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator, 
Alachua County Courthouse, 201 
East University Ave., Gainesville, FL 
32601 at (352) 337-6237 at least 7 
days before your scheduled court 
appearance, or immediately upon 
receiving this notification if the time 
before the scheduled appearance is 
less than 7 days; if you are hearing or 
voice impaired, please call 711.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 63-2022-CP-044

Division  Probate
IN RE:  ESTATE OF
STEPHEN T. BOOKER
Deceased.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Summary Administration)

TO ALL PERSONS HAVING CLAIMS 
OR DEMANDS AGAINST THE 
ABOVE ESTATE:
You are hereby notified that an Order 
of Summary Administration has been 
entered in the estate of Stephen T. 
Booker, deceased, File Number 63-
2022-CP-044, by the Circuit Court 
for Union County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 55 
W. Main Street, Lake Butler, Florida 
32054; that the decedent’s date of 
death was November 3, 2022; that 
the total value of the estate is $250.00 
and that the names and addresses of 
those to whom it has been assigned 
by such order are:
Name: Sarah S. Butters, Trustee of 
STB Trust
Address:  123 South Calhoun Street
Tallahassee, Florida 32301
ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE 
NOTIFIED THAT:
All creditors of the estate of the 
decedent and persons having claims 
or demands against the estate of 
the decedent other than those for 
whom provision for full payment 
was made in the Order of Summary 
Administration must file their claims 
with this court WITHIN THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 733.702.  ALL 
CLAIMS AND DEMANDS NOT SO 
FILED WILL BE FOREVER BARRED.  
NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER 
APPLICABLE TIME PERIOD, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this 
notice is  January 12, 2023.
Attorney for Person Giving Notice
Sarah S. Butters, Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 499021
AUSLEY & MCMULLEN PA
123 S. Calhoun Street
Tallahassee, FL  32301
Telephone: (850) 224-9115
Fax: (850) 222-7560
E-Mail: sbutters@ausley.com
Secondary E-Mail: spelham@ausley.
com
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and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except 
through me.            John 14:6

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Keystone Heights High School 
hosted Williston in a soccer 
doubleheader on Jan. 9, with the 
girls team winning 3-1 and the 
boys team losing 4-1.

The girls team fell behind 1-0 
when Williston scored a goal in 
the 22nd minute. The Red Devils 
just missed on a goal attempt in 
the 35th minute that would’ve 
put them up 2-0.

Keystone’s Kiersten Shaw was 
successful on a penalty kick in 
the 37th minute to even the score.

Shaw almost scored early in the 
second half when she corralled a 
rebound off an Alee Horton shot 
attempt, but instead, the score 
remained tied until the 56th 
minute when Lizzie Waughon 
scored to put the Indians ahead.

The final goal was scored by 
Shaw in the 70th minute. Shaw 
now has 53 goals on the season, 
which puts her at second in the 
state among players’ whose stats 
are recorded on MaxPreps.

Horton had an assist on one 
of the goals, while goalkeepers 
Aspen Krohn and Miranda 
Yow made five and three saves, 
respectively.

It was the fifth win in a row for 
Keystone (13-4), which is now 
3-0 after the Christmas break 
with home wins over Suwannee 
on Jan. 3 and Menendez on Jan. 
5.

Shaw scored five goals in a 
6-1 win over Suwannee, which 
also featured Krohn and Yow 
making seven and three saves, 
respectively.

Waughon scored a goal as well, 
while the following recorded 
one assist each: Horton, Carly 
Rogers and Schiley Starling.

Shaw put the ball in the net 
five times again in a 9-1 win over 
Menendez. She also had three 
assists.

Ella Hutchins scored three 
goals, while Horton scored one. 
Each player had an assist.

Dallas Decrosta recorded two 
assists, while Waughon had one.

Yow and Krohn made five and 
two saves, respectively.

Keystone played Fort White 
this past Tuesday (Jan. 10) 
and will host Middleburg on 
Thursday, Jan. 12, at 7:20 p.m. 
The Indians host Newberry on 
Friday, Jan. 13, at 5 p.m. and 
Baker County on Tuesday, Jan. 
17, at 7:20 p.m.

The boys team played a 
Williston team whose only loss 
occurred in November. Keystone 
was able to go into halftime tied 

at 1-1, but the Red Devils scored 
three goals in the second half to 
improve to 11-1-1.

Keystone (7-4-2) got a couple 
of nice saves from goalkeeper 
Carson Eatmon in keeping it a 
scoreless match. Logan Spence 
just missed on an attempt on 
goal that would’ve put the 
Indians ahead 1-0. Instead, it was 
Williston that scored first, taking 
advantage of a corner kick.

The Indians’ Skylar Kedgley 
was able to even it up with a 
goal off a Spence assist. Less 
than a minute later, the Williston 
goalkeeper made a save on a 
solid attempt by Aaron Wiley to 
prevent Keystone from taking a 
2-1 lead.

It was Keystone’s first loss 
since play resumed 

after the Christmas 
break.

On Jan. 3, the Indians 
got three goals from 
Spence and two from 
Wiley in a 6-0 win over 
host Baker County. 
Each player also had 
one assist.

Kedgley had one goal 
and one assist, while the 
following had one assist 
each: Bryce Huntley, 
Pelayo Martinez and 
Micah Wiley.

In an 8-0 win over 
host Interlachen on Jan. 
5, Spence had four goals 
and one assist, while 
Kedgley had two goals 
and two assists.

Martinez and Aaron 
Wiley each had one 
goal. Wiley and Luke 

Brunt each recorded two assists.
The Indians played Fort White 

this past Tuesday (Jan. 10) and 
will host Newberry on Friday, 
Jan. 13, at 7 p.m. Keystone hosts 
Interlachen on Monday, Jan. 16, 
at 7 p.m. and Baker County on 
Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 5:30 p.m.

KHHS girls win, boys lose in soccer doubleheader

ABOVE RIGHT: 
Kiersten Shaw 

(left) and a 
Williston player 

battle for control 
of a throw-in. 
Shaw scored 
two goals in 

the win and has 
a total of 12 

goals in three 
matches since 
the Christmas 
break. RIGHT: 

Lizzie Waughon 
(right) goes on 

the attack.

ABOVE RIGHT: 
Alee Horton 

receives a 
throw-in in the 

Indians’ 3-1 win 
over Williston. It 
was Keystone’s 

fifth win in a 
row. RIGHT: Ella 

Hutchins (left) 
fights for control 

of the ball.

Dallas Decrosta (right) and a Williston player converge on the ball. Photos by Cliff 
Smelley.

Gabe Buchanan looks to 
gain possession of the ball.

ABOVE: Liam 
Callahan (left) 
heads the 
ball. LEFT: 
Logan Spence 
(foreground) 
looks to make 
a play on the 
ball. In the 
Indians’ first two 
matches since 
the Christmas 
break, Spence 
scored a total of 
seven goals in 
wins over Baker 
County and 
Interlachen.

Jaden Park passes the ball in the boys team’s 4-1 loss 
to Williston.



Important concepts
Chappell, in responding to a 

question from a Kiwanis member 
about the importance of STEM 
education, said children are 
learning concepts that, of course, 
will help them obtain jobs in the 
future. STEM activities are also a 
good way to get children to think 
a problem through in trying to 
figure it out, while also getting 
them to do so as part of a group.

“They work as a team, which 
is a big thing with businesses,” 
Chappell said, adding, “It’s a skill 
of learning to be cooperative with 
one another, thinking through 
the problem, creating a plan and 
actually fulfilling that plan by 
doing it and then analyzing it. Do 
we need to go back and change 
anything? Did it work right the 
first time?”

Chappell said her students are 
learning that it’s OK if something 
doesn’t work right the first time. 
It’s how we learn and get better 
at something.

“I tell my students that failure 
is the number-one thing you need 
to look at,” Chappell said. “It 
tells you where your weak spot 
is. You’re not always going to be 
correct.

“Failure builds. We build off 
that failure to figure out, ‘How 
can I fix this so I can get to this 
point?’”

Great support
Chappell said two summers 

ago, as a new STEM teacher, she 
put a wish list on Facebook to 
help provide her classroom with 
materials. People responded.

“I was blessed by a lot of 
people in our community who 
helped put stuff in our STEM 
room,” Chappell said.

Chappell thanked Kiwanis 
club members Cheryl Canova 
and Pat Mundorff for their help in 
her obtaining grant money. The 
North East Florida Educational 
Consortium also came through in 
a big way.

“They have supported our 
program,” Chappell said of 
NEFEC. “In fact, they have 
bought me different robots. The 
first year, I had $6,000 worth of 
robots delivered to us. The kids 
absolutely adore them. This last 
year, they bought me another 
$3,000 worth of robots that 
handle kindergarten and first 
grade.”

The second- through fifth-
grade students work with 
Ozobots, which at 1 inch in 
diameter, are billed as the 
smallest educational robots in 
the world.

Chappell said kindergarteners 
and first-graders don’t need to 
work with robots or anything 
that’s that small. Instead, they 
work with Bee-Bots, which are 
approximately 5 inches long, 4 
inches wide and 3 inches high.

“Bee-Bots are these great, big 
bees,” Chappell said. “They’re 
adorable.”

What better way to get young 
children buzzing with excitement 
about science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics? 
And, yes, the children are 
excited. Chappell has seen how 
much the kindergarteners who 
took her classes in 2021-22 have 
changed as first-graders this 
school year.

“They’re not as standoffish 
in trying something,” Chappell 
said. “They’re willing to jump in. 
In fact, I have to tell them, ‘Put 
your hands in your lap until I get 
done with directions.’ As soon as 
I say, ‘Go,’ they’re there. There’s 
no hesitation. They try.”

Jonell Norman
Jonell Norman of Lawtey passed away 

peacefully at her home surrounded by her 
daughters on Monday, Jan. 2, 2023. She 
was born in Clay Hill on Feb. 9, 1938, to 
the late Albert and Maybell Norman. She 
has called Lawtey home for the past 60-
plus years. She enjoyed being outdoors 
tending to her yard and flowers. She was 
an avid fisherwoman and also enjoyed a 
trip to the beach. She was an excellent 
cook who loved cooking for her family 
and friends. In 1954, she married Vernon 
W. Griffis, and together they had four daughters. She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Albert and Maybell Norman; the father of her children, 
Vernon W. Griffis; grandson, Jeremy Griffis; brother, Eugene Norman; and 
sister, Carol Coleman.

She is survived by her daughters, Renae (Jim) Freeman, Rita (Ace) 
Acevedo, Rose (Richard) Odom, and Regina (John) Rizer; her grandchildren, 
Michelle (Chip) Evernden, Jonathan (Christy) Rizer, Amanda Rizer, Chad 
(Crystal) Griffis, Jared Freeman, and Kayla (Channing) Dobbs; 15 great-
grandchildren; four great-great-grandchildren; her siblings, Betty Starling, 
Paul (Janet) Norman, and Robert (Debbie) Norman; and a host of nieces, 
nephews, and extended family.

A celebration of life was held Tuesday, Jan. 10, at Pine Grove 
Congregational Methodist Church. 

Arrangements are under the care and direction of Archer-Milton Funeral 
Home, Lake Butler. 386-496-2008 www.archerfuneralhome.com 

PAID OBITUARY

Benjamin Padgett
Benjamin “Ben” Padgett was an 

avid outdoorsman; his favorite saying 
was, “Huntin’, fishin’, and lovin’ every 
minute.” If he wasn’t in the woods with 
his favorite hunting partner, his wife, 
Bunky, he loved being on the tractor 
helping friends bale hay.  With such a 
big heart and always willing to lend a 
hand, the word “No” just wasn’t in his 
vocabulary. He was known for his smoked 
meat. He would volunteer to grill for all 
sorts of events, church functions, large 
family gatherings, and he also spent years volunteering his time smoking 
mullet for the Lawtey Community School. He was a lifelong resident of 
Bradford County and worked for over 30 years for Dupont until he retired in 
2006. He was a faithful member of the Logo Church in Lawtey. He loved his 
family with everything he had and lived life to the fullest. On Sunday, Jan. 
1, 2023, God called him home at the age of 67. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, John Thomas and Alma Crews Padgett; and his siblings, Thomas 
Alvin Padgett, Charles David Padgett, and Mary Jane Johnson.

He leaves behind to cherish his memories, his loving wife of 19 years, 
Elizabeth “Bunky” Padgett of Lawtey; his children, Donna (David) Harris 
of Raiford, Wendy Padgett of Gainesville, Vanessa (Allen) Thompson 
of Lawtey, Dusty (Daniele) Sapp of Waldo, and Austin Deese of Lawtey; 
grandchildren, Shelby, Ashley, Lake, Payton, and Ryder; sisters, Betty 
(Jerry) Fishburn and Tammy (William) Hankerson; and a host of extended 
family and friends.

A graveside service was held at Sapp Cemetery in Raiford on Wednesday, 
Jan. 4, with Pastor Kris Elkins officiating the service.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Archer-Milton Funeral 
Home, Lake Butler. 386-496-2008 www.archerfuneralhome.com

PAID OBITUARY

Patricia Parrish
Patricia Parrish, 66, passed away 

peacefully at her home on Monday, Jan. 2, 
2023, surrounded by her family. She was 
born Feb. 12, 1956, in Lake Butler to the 
late Ervin and Pauline Taylor. She worked 
for many years with the Department of 
Corrections and as a medical assistant for 
Dr. Perez. In 1973, she married the love 
of her life, Don Parrish. Together they 
built an amazing family that meant the 
world to her. Her passion was her kids and 
grandkids. She enjoyed every moment 
spent with them. She instilled in them family values and traditions. In her 
alone time, she would tend to her flowers. Her home was always beautifully 
surrounded by them. She was also a member of Johnstown Baptist Church. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, Ervin and Pauline Taylor; and her 
brother, Jerry Taylor.

She is survived by her husband of nearly 50 years, Don Parrish of 
Providence; her children, Denise Parrish of Ellisville, Andy (Melanie) 
Parrish of Lake Butler, Donald (Morganne) Parrish of Providence, and Dustin 
Parrish of Providence; 13 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren; her 
siblings, Katie Feagle, Faye (Gary) Luke, Gary (Rosemary) Taylor, Gail 
(Steve) Poole, Greg (Debbie) Taylor, Yvonne (Keith) Osborne, Ronald 
(Mary Ann) Taylor, and Teresa (Charles) Tomlinson; and numerous nieces, 
nephews and extended family.

A funeral service was held on Thursday, Jan. 5, at Johnstown Baptist 
Church in Raiford. She will be laid 
to rest immediately following the 
funeral at Mt. Zion/Swift Creek 
Cemetery. Pastor Danny Fouraker 
will officiate the services. 

Arrangements are under the care 
and direction of Archer-Milton 
Funeral Home, Lake Butler. 386-
496-2008 www.archerfuneralhome.
com 

PAID OBITUARY
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Harold Colston Jr.
Harold (Hal) I. Colston Jr., 57, passed 

away unexpectedly at his home, Friday, 
Dec. 30, 2022. He was born June 13, 
1964, in Rome, Georgia (Floyd County) to 
Harold Sr. and Alberta (Bert) Colston. His 
father was in the military. He resided in 
several states, with the longest residency 
in Rome, Georgia and Key West. In 1975, 
his dad retired from the Navy and, at the 
age of 12, he and his family moved from 
NAS Jacksonville to Starke. He attended 
Bradford Middle and Bradford High. After 
graduation he became a CNA, working 
in a local nursing facility. In later years he worked as a CNA in Orange 
County Hospital. His career, however, was in the Department of Corrections 
in Starke. After a sudden illness, he stayed in Starke, and he was an active 
member of First Baptist Church of Starke from the age of 12 to his 20s, when 
he moved. His passion during those years was with the Puppet Ministry, 
Youth and Adult Choirs; and as a part of the WTLG Radio Ministry. Since 
his return to Starke his passion was ministering online to veterans and law 
enforcement members with PTSD; encouraging and sharing scriptures with 
promise of help. He was preceded in death by his father, Harold I. Colston 
Sr.; and his grandparents, Albert and Minnie Payne and Ernest and Sara 
Colston.

He is survived by his sisters, Connie Colston Varnes of Starke, and 
Debbie Jett of California; a brother, Curtis (Curt) Colston of St. Petersburg; 
nieces Madyson Varnes of Graceville and Amber (Russell) Boulding of St. 
Petersburg: and nephew, Jesse (Crystal) Colston of Jacksonville; and his 
mother, Alberta (Bert) Colston of Starke.

A Celebration of Life will be held Saturday, Jan. 14, at 2 p.m. at First 
Baptist Church of Starke, with Pastor Justin Durrance officiating. Interment 
will follow at Crosby Lake Cemetery The family will receive friends an hour 
prior to the service at the church 

Arrangements are under the care and direction of V. Todd Ferreira Funeral 
Services and Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel, Starke, 904-964-5757. Visit 
www.ferreirafuneralservices.com to sign the family’s guest book

PAID OBITUARY

Tasco Gunter
Tasco “Wayne” Gunter, 73, of Starke went to be with his savior, Jesus, on 

Thursday, Jan. 5, 2023, after an extended illness. He was born Oct. 21, 1949, 
in Starke to the late David and Eunice (Starling) Gunter. He graduated from 
BHS in July 1968 and joined the US Air Force in September 1968. In the Air 
Force, he worked as an aircraft electrician, served one year in Vietnam, was 
stationed at Forbes Air Force Base in Topeka, Kansas and served temporary 
duty in several countries in Europe. His obligation was completed after four 
years with the rank of Staff Sergeant. He was employed at the Lawtey and 
New River Correctional Institutions for 30 years as a vocational electronics 
teacher; retiring in November 2007. He was a member of Air Park Baptist 
Church. He enjoyed restoring tube-type radios, DIY projects and fixing 
anything broken. He married his loving wife, Frances, in November 1979. 

Survivors include his wife, Frances (Varnes) Gunter; brothers, Glenn 
Gunter and Gary Gunter; and a sister, Deborah Patterson. all of Starke. 
Also left behind are his stepchildren, John Stapleton of Claxton, Georgia, 
Charlene Short of Starke and Mary Sikes of Lake Butler. He was lovingly 
called “Papa” by several stepgrandchildren and great- grandchildren; along 
with many nieces and nephews. 

A viewing was held on Tuesday, Jan. 10. Funeral services were held at 
the DeWitt C. Jones Chapel Wednesday, Jan. 11, Pastor Author Masters 
officiating. Interment followed at Santa Fe Cemetery. 

Arrangements were under the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 620 
E, Nona St., Starke, 32091. 904-964-6200. www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

Michael McFarland
Michael “Mike” Timothy McFarland, 

65, of Starke passed away at his home 
on Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023. He was born 
Aug. 4, 1957, in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
but he has called Bradford County home 
since he was a child. He held several 
different jobs in his lifetime; his favorite 
was being camp host at Camp Blanding. 
He served for 11 years, greeting campers 
and making sure their needs were met. 
He was a patient, compassionate man 
who never met a stranger. He loved to 
laugh and make others laugh. He enjoyed 
watching the Florida Gator football team, finding a deal at the flea market, 
and spending time on his boat or jet skis on the lake. His passion was being 
“Papa Mike” or “Poppy.” His grandchildren were his world, and he loved 
every minute of it. He was preceded in death by his parents, Fate and Mary 
Ann Harper; his son, Jimmy Watkins; and brother, Donald Dewey Grundy.

He is survived by his wife of 30 years, Dianne McFarland of Starke; 
children, Christopher (Christy) McFarland of Lawtey, Jennifer (Roy) 
Highland of Starke, Nichole (Will) Walker of Lakeland, Michelle Lovell 
(Randy Faile) of Starke, Deena (Rod) Crawford of Lawtey, Renee (Leroy) 
Griffis of Starke, Karen Parker of Lawtey, and Hunter Smith of Starke; 19 
grandchildren; eight great-grandchildren; and a host of extended family and 
friends.

A visitation will be held at Archer-Milton Funeral Home, Lake Butler on 
Thursday, Jan. 12, from 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. 

Arrangements are under the care and direction of Archer-Milton Funeral 
Home, Lake Butler. 386-496-2008 www.archerfuneralhome.com 

PAID OBITUARY

Laura Shepherd
Laura Frances Shepherd, 82, of Melrose, passed away on Saturday, Dec. 

24, 2022. She was born in Gainesville and graduated from Gainesville High 
School. She was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, sister and aunt with 
a giving heart. She supported her husband in his ministry for many years. 
They ministered where the Lord led them; spending a year each in Guyana, 
Barbados, North Dakota, and Alaska. She made multiple trips to Haiti to 
work with the children of El Shaddai.

She is survived by her loving husband of 60 years, Bill Shepherd; her 
sister, Margaret Marlow; daughters, Lori Shepherd, Priscilla (Mike) 
LaBounty; and grandchildren, Michael, Dustin and Amanda. There are also 
numerous nieces, nephews, family and friends who loved her dearly.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, Jan. 21, at 10 a.m. at 
First Baptist Church, Keystone Heights. In lieu of flowers, please consider 
a donation to: El Shaddai Central Ministries, P.O. Box 735, Frederick, 
Colorado 80530.

PAID OBITUARY

Bettye Zowarka
Bettye Zowarka of Keystone Heights 

went home to be with the Lord on 
Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022. She was 93. 
Born in Lebanon, Tennessee to Edna Luck 
(Rose) McMichael and Phocian Ward 
Luck. Her four great passions in life were 
her membership in the Episcopal Church, 
her missions to Episcopal Churches in 
Cuba, bringing hospice to the Keystone/
Melrose areas in the early years before 
hospice services were ubiquitous, and, 
with her husband, Jim, as a dedicated 
Gator Booster for over 50 years. The mayor of Keystone Heights pronounced 
April 28 “Bettye Zowarka Day” to honor her work in these areas and in the 
community at large. She traveled several times to Cuba on a religious visa 
to take medicines, clothing, and gifts to Episcopal Church members across 
Cuba that were adopted as “sister” churches by various Episcopal Churches in 
Florida. She was particularly fond of churches deep in the countryside in the 
provinces of Matanzas and Camaguey, Cuba. She served as a Haven Hospice 
Volunteer Liaison for over 30 years beginning in 1984. Haven Hospice in 
Palatka recently honored her in a ceremony adding the title “Bettye Zowarka 
Hospice Volunteer of the Year” to their award recognizing excellence in 
service among their volunteers. Her family would like to thank the nurses 
and volunteers of Haven Hospice Palatka, and her personal caregivers for the 
excellent and compassionate care provided to her. In lieu of flowers, please 
consider donating to Haven Hospice in her memory. She was preceded in 
death by her husbands, Samuel I. “Buddy” Rogers Jr. and James G. “Jim” 
Zowarka, both Navy pilots, assuring an angel’s escort to heaven; stepfather, 
Frank W. “Chicken” McMichael, her grandson, Benjamin Zowarka; and 
great-grandson, Jonah Orr. 

She is survived by her children, Chris (Jennifer), Tish (Tim) Ganey, 
Suzanne VanHatten, Michael (Tricia); nine grandchildren, and two great-
grandchildren. 

A memorial service honoring her will be held on Saturday, Jan. 21, at 2 
p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church in Melrose with a reception and celebration 
immediately afterward at the Zowarka home in Keystone Heights.

PAID OBITUARY 
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Rodgers, 
Thomas earn 
votes for 
Coach of the 
Year in their 
classes

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Jamie Rodgers and Andrew 
Thomas, the head football coaches 
at Bradford and Union County 
high schools, respectively, each 
placed third after votes were 
tallied for Florida Dairy Farmers 
Coach of the Year honors in their 
respective classes.

Cocoa’s Ryan Schneider was 
Coach of the Year in Class 2S 
with 176 votes. Jarrod Hickman 
of state runner-up Florida HIGH 
had 102 votes, followed by 
Rodgers, who had 82. Bishop 
Verot’s Richie Rode and South 
Sumter’s Ty Lawrence had 54 
and 15 votes, respectively.

Cornelius Ingram, the coach 
of state champ Hawthorne, was 
Coach of the Year in Class 1R 

with 187 votes. Wes Summerford 
of state runner-up Northview 
had 108 votes, followed by 
Thomas with 45. Former UCHS 
coach Robby Pruitt, who’s now 
Williston’s head coach, collected 
31 votes, while Sneads’ Bill 
Thomas had 22.

Rodgers, in his first season 
at BHS, guided the Tornadoes 
to the state semifinals and a 
12-2 record after a 31-21 loss to 
Cocoa.

It was Bradford’s first 
appearance in the state semifinals 
since 2017 and just its fourth 
appearance in 19 years.

The Tornadoes were dominant 
defensively, giving up a total of 
79 points and setting a school 
record for shutouts in a season 
with nine.

Thomas, who has coached 
Union for three years, led 
the Tigers to their first state-
semifinal berth since 2011. The 
Tigers finished 8-3 after a 21-11 
loss to Northview.

The Tigers have won at least 
eight games in each of Thomas’ 
three years at the helm.

Union played state champ 
Hawthorne during the regular 
season, losing 28-21 when the 
Hornets scored on a 35-yard pass 
play with 5 seconds remaining. 
The Tigers held a 21-0 lead at 
one point.

The only other loss suffered 
by the Tigers during the regular 
season came against a University 
Christian team that advanced to 
the state semifinals in Class 1M.

One of Union’s wins this 
season came against Class 3S 
state semifinalist Columbia.

KHHS girls win 
3rd straight in 
basketball

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Keystone Heights High School 
defeated visiting Middleburg 46-
11 on Jan. 6 to improve to 12-5 
in girls basketball.

Yasmin Bryant led the Indians 
with 14 points, while Kiley 
Channell and Dezaray Bright 
had 13 and 11, respectively. 
Channell also had four assists 
and four steals, while Bright had 

three steals.
Keystone, which won its third 

straight game, also got two points 
each Alana Anderson, Kaitlin 
Brown, Bryanna Channell and 
McKinlee Kirkland.

The Indians entered the game 
off a 43-22 win at Clay on Jan. 
5. Bright and Bryant scored 
12 and 10 points, respectively, 
with Bright also grabbing 14 
rebounds. Bryant added three 
assists.

Keystone got six points each 
from Brown and Jaynell Hill, five 
points from Kiley Channell and 
two points each from Anderson 
and Kadence Massey. Brown 
and Channell each grabbed 10 
rebounds, while Channell also 
had five steals.

Hill had three steals.
The Indians travel to play 

Bradford on Thursday, Jan. 12, at 
6 p.m. and then travel to play St. 
Augustine on Friday, Jan. 13, at 
7 p.m.

Keystone plays Fleming Island 
in an MLK tournament at Orange 
Park High School on Monday, 
Jan. 16, at 6 p.m.

BHS basketball 
teams fall to 
Hawthorne

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Bradford High School’s girls 
and boys basketball teams each 
lost to Hawthorne in a Jan. 6 
double-header in Starke.

The girls team had a chance 
to defeat the Hornets, but 
simply couldn’t overcome 
approximately 40 turnovers in 
losing 39-35.

Bradford (8-5) fell behind 
8-2 in the first quarter, but then 
outscored Hawthorne 7-1 to tie 
the score going into the second 
quarter. Nichelle Brown got 
the run started, scoring on a 
break opportunity and adding a 
subsequent free throw. Arnayshia 
Griffin and Jada Hankerson each 
had a basket to make the score 
9-9.

The Tornadoes found 
themselves trailing by seven 
before outscoring the Hornets 
4-2 to close out the first half. A 
basket by Griffin made it 19-14, 
while Brown was able to score 
on a drive to the basket before 
the buzzer to send Bradford into 
the locker room trailing 21-16.

Hawthorne opened the third 
quarter with an 8-2 run and was 
able to take an 11-point lead into 
the fourth quarter.

A steal by Hankerson and an 
offensive rebound by Ajiyah 
Jackson led to baskets that helped 
the Tornadoes pull to within 35-
29. A Griffin basket later made 
it 37-31. Griffin then forced 
a backcourt turnover, which 
eventually led to Ayanna Pringle 
scoring off an offensive rebound 
and making it a 37-33 game with 
less than a minute remaining.

That was as close as Bradford 
would get as the Tornadoes 
committed turnovers on two 
straight possessions before 
Griffin scored on a layup before 
the final buzzer.

Griffin led the team with 14 
points, while Pringle had eight 
points. Hankerson and Brown 
scored six and five points, 
respectively, while Jackson, 
who reached double digits in 
rebounds, added two points.

The loss snapped a two-game 
winning streak. Bradford entered 
the game off a 41-28 win over 
Ferguson and a 50-26 win over 
Fleming Island.

Bradford played Palatka 
this past Tuesday (Jan. 10) and 
will host Keystone Heights on 
Thursday, Jan. 12, at 7 p.m.

Taking care of the ball was 
an issue for the Bradford boys 
team as well, with the Tornadoes 
committing more than 30 
turnovers in a 58-24 loss to 

Hawthorne.
Bradford was able to stay 

close in the first quarter, with 
Breion Johnson making two free 
throws and Damarion Hankerson 
madding two field goals — one of 
which was a three-pointer. It was 
a 10-7 game before Hawthorne 
outscored the Tornadoes 10-2 in 
the second quarter.

The Hornets’ shooting woes 
(38 percent in the first half) 
prevented them from taking a 
bigger lead.

Hankerson made two three-
pointers in the third quarter, 
while Mattox Burgin had one, 
but those baskets accounted for 
all of Bradford’s points in the 
quarter as Hawthorne built a 
26-point lead.

Larry Ardley made two three-
pointers for Bradford’s only 
points in the fourth quarter.

Hankerson led the Tornadoes 
with 13 points, while Ardley 
finished with six. Burgin and 
Johnson scored three and two 
points, respectively.

Bradford (1-10) suffered 
another two losses after playing 
Hawthorne: 59-36 at Fort White 
on Jan. 7 and 57-43 at Trenton on 
Jan. 9.

The Tornadoes were scheduled 
to host Eastside on Wednesday, 
Jan. 11, at 7:30 p.m. and will 
travel to play Madison County 
on Saturday, Jan. 14, at 7:30 p.m. 
Bradford returns home to play 
West Nassau on Tuesday, Jan. 
17, at 7:30 p.m. and Fort White 
on Wednesday, Jan. 18, at 7:30 
p.m.
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CLASSIFIEDS
CALL 904-964-6305  OR EMAIL CLASSADS@BCTELEGRAPH.COM 

TUESDAY  by  12 pm

HOME IMPROVEMENT/SERVICE
BCI Walk In Tubs are now 
on SALE!  Be one of he first 50 
callers and save $1,500! CALL 
888-687-0415 for a free in-home 
consultation.

MEDICAL
Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! A cheaper alternative 
to high drug store prices! 50 Pill 
Special-Only $99! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW: 866-259-6816

HOME IMPROVEMENT/SERVICE
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful 
New Blinds & Shades. FREE in-home 
estimates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Professional 
installation. Top quality - Made in the 
USA. Call for free consultation: 
866-636-1910. Ask about our 
specials!

HOME IMPROVEMENT/SERVICE
BEAUTIFUL BATH UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Superior 
quality bath and shower systems 
at AFFORDABLE PRICES! Lifetime 
warranty & professional installs.  
Call Now! 888-460-2264

HOME IMPROVEMENT/SERVICE
NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire 
Today® to schedule a FREE in-home 
estimate on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 855-919-2509

EDUCATION
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become a Medical Office 
Professional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to work 
in months! Call 855-738-9684. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET). Computer with 
internet is required.

OTHER
DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund 
the SEARCH FOR MISSING 
CHILDREN.  FAST FREE PICKUP.  24 
hour response.  Running or not. 
Maximum Tax Deduction and No 
Emission Test Required!  Call 24/7:  
866-471-2576

TRAVEL
DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight 
Services for best pricing on 
domestic & international flights 
inside and from the US. Serving 
United, Delta, American & South-
west and many more airlines. 
Call for free quote now! Have 
travel dates ready! 
866-245-7709

OUT OF AREA CLASSIFIED ADS

1, 2, 3 & 4
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

HC & Non-HC accessible.
1005 SW 6th St.
Lake Butler, FL

386-496-3141
TDD/TTY 711.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

801 South Water Street
Starke, FL 32091

TDD/TTY 711

1, 2, & 3 bedroom HC & Non-
HC accessible apartments.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our 

1&2 BR Apartments HC & 
non-HC Units. Central AC/

Heat, on-site laundry, 
playground, private, quiet 

atmosphere.

1001 Southern Villas Dr.
Starke, FL

“Equal Housing Opportunity” DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

• Pumps
• Sales
• Parts
• Service

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

40
Notices

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY.  All 
real estate advertising 
in this newspaper is 
subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 
1968 in which makes it 

illegal to advertise “any 
preference, limitation 
or discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex or national origin, 
or an intention to make 
any such preference, 
limitation or discrimina-
tion.”  Familial status 
includes children under 
the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant 
women and people 
securing custody of 
children under 18.  
This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 

any advertising for 
real estate in which 
is in violation of the 
law.  Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised 
in this newspaper 
are available on an 
equal opportunity 
basis.  To complain 
of discrimination, call 
HUD toll-free at 1-800-
669-9777, the toll-free 
telephone number for 
the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.  For 
further information call 
Florida Commission on 

Human Relations, Lisa 
Sutherland 850-488-
7082 ext. #1005 

45
Land for Sale

VACANT LOTS FOR 
SALE. 1 acre on SR 
100, 4 miles West 
of Starke and just 2 
miles from Sampson 
& Crosby Lakes. $20k 
for each. Call 904-966-
8089.

50

For Rent

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 
bedroom MH, clean, 
close to prison. Call 
352-468-1323 

NEWLY RENOVATED 
2BR/2BA SW, 3BR/
2BA DW. 18 acres for 
sale. Starke-Lake But-
ler. 1-678-438-6828    

57
For Sale

BOOKS, BOOKS, 

BOOKS!!! 
Liquidating private 
library, wide range of 
subjects. Hundreds 
of books-Call Mike at 
352-665-8067 to view.    

65
Help Wanted

HOUSE KEEPER 
WANTED for small 
house in Bradford 
County. Part-time, 3 
days per week, 10 
hours per week for 
cleaning, grocery 

shopping & errands. 
No laundry or cooking 
required. Must have 
reliable transportation 
and be able to pass 
level 2 security check. 
Applications by phone 
only, NO texts! 352-
281-0260.

Starke Kiwanis 
Club to host 
poker tourney 
on Jan. 20

The Kiwanis Club of Starke’s 
next scheduled Patsy Welch 
Memorial Poker Tournament is 
Friday, Jan. 20, at The Downtown 
Grill. Registration begins at 6 
p.m., followed by play at 6:30 
p.m.

Buy-in is $60, which includes 
high hand.

Cash prizes are awarded for 
first, second and third places.

Proceeds will go toward the 
STEM program at Southside 
Elementary School.

Registration 
now under way 
for Bradford 
Youth Athletics 
spring ball

Bradford Youth Athletics Inc. 
is hosting online sign-ups for 
spring baseball, softball and 
T-ball and will host in-person 
sign-ups on Saturday, Jan. 
28, from 9 a.m. until noon at 
the main concessions stand at 
Edwards Road Sports Complex.

To register online, visit starke-
bradford-babe-ruth-league.
sportngin.com. The final day for 
online registration is Friday, Jan. 
27.

Registration costs are $120 
for baseball, $120 for softball 
and $110 for T-ball. A multi-
kid discount of $10 per child is 
available.

To keep up with Bradford 
Youth Athletics Inc., visit the 
website or follow the group on 
Facebook.

Bradford Youth 
Athletics to 
hold drawing 
for Morgan 
Wallen concert 
tickets

Bradford Youth Athletics is 
selling tickets to enter a drawing 
for two tickets to see Morgan 
Wallen in concert on May 4 in 
Jacksonville.

Tickets to enter are 1 for $25 
or five for $100. They may be 
purchased at Southern Roots 
Salon or from a Bradford Youth 
Athletics board member.

Please send text messages to 
Meghan at 904-364-8788 for 
more information.

Jamie Rodgers

as the rest of the team scored 
only four points. The Tigers 
also struggled at the foul line 
in the quarter, making 2 of 10 
free-throw attempts, including 
missing the front ends of two 
one-and-one opportunities.

Baker scored seven of the first 

10 points in the fourth quarter to 
make it an eight-point game, but 
the Wildcats missed five of their 
final seven field-goal attempts as 
the Tigers were able to hang onto 
their lead.

Jenkins led Union with 14 
points, while Andersen-Davis 
had 12. The Tigers also got six 
points from Nichols, five points 
from Paytee, four points from 
Dee Williams, two points from 

Jayce Puni and one point from 
Preston Bonsall.

The Tigers entered the game 
off a 58-57 win over visiting Fort 
White on Jan. 6. Union outscored 
the Indians 18-4 in the final 
quarter, which featured 12 points 
from Jenkins.

Fort White’s Najeeb Smith 
scored 14 points in the first half 
as the Indians built a 38-25 lead, 
but he had only two points in the 

second half.
Jenkins led all scorers with 

22 points, while Deonte Jones 
and Nichols had 10 and nine, 
respectively. Union also got six 
points from Andersen-Davis, 
five points from Paytee and 
two points each from Puni, Dee 
Williams and Thomas Williams.

The Tigers played Branford 
this past Monday (Jan. 9) and will 
host Dixie County on Thursday, 

Jan. 12, at 7:30 p.m. Union 
travels to play Fort White on 
Friday, Jan. 13, at 7:30 p.m. and 
then travels to play Interlachen 
on Tuesday, Jan. 17, at 7:30 p.m.

Union’s junior varsity team, 
which defeated both Fort White 
and Baker County, plays at 4:30 
p.m. in the Jan. 12 home game 
against Dixie County and at 6 
p.m. prior to both the Fort White 
and Interlachen games.

UCHS
Continued from page 9

Andrew Thomas

Yasmin Bryant scored 14 
points in Keystone’s 46-11 
win over Middleburg. File 

photo by Cliff Smelley.

Ajiyah Jackson looks 
to score underneath the 

basket in Bradford’s 39-35 
loss to Hawthorne. Photo 

by Cliff Smelley.



BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

How do you define “success?”
Third-grade students in 

Bradford County receive the 
tools every year to be able to 
look it up, thanks to the Kiwanis 

Club of Starke, which offers up 
an example of success with its 
annual dictionary project.

For the 17th year, club 
members visited Bradford 
schools to present a dictionary to 
each third-grade student.

The project began in 2006. 
Cheryl Canova, who was then 
the club president, attended 
leadership training when the idea 
of such a project was put forth 
by the then Florida Kiwanis 
governor. The Starke club was 
the first in the state to participate.

“I am thankful that our club 
still does this project,” Canova 
said. “It is one of my favorite 
projects that we do every year.”

Canova said it was decided at 
that time to give the dictionaries 
to third-grade students as that 
was when students first took 
the Florida Comprehensive 
Assessment Test.

Each dictionary bears a 
Kiwanis label inside the front 
cover on which the student’s 
name is handwritten.

“It is a lot of work, but putting 
the stickers with the children’s 
names in each book seems to 
make the kids even happier,” 
Canova said.

The dictionaries the Kiwanis 
Club of Starke purchased this year 
— “A Student’s Dictionary and 
Animal Gazetteer” — are more 
than dictionaries. They contain 
such things as punctuation, 
weights and measures, periodic 
table of elements, multiplication 
table, the 50 United States, maps 
of the world, sign language and 
information about animals and 
habitats.

One of the pages in the 
dictionaries contains the longest 
word in the English language 

(a scientific formula), which 
amazes students when Kiwanis 
Club members point it out to 
them.

Like Canova, club member 
Cliff Smelley said presenting 
dictionaries to students is one of 
his favorite Kiwanis activities.

“It’s amazing to watch the 
children immediately begin to 
look through their dictionaries as 
soon as they receive them,” said 
Smelley, who has helped deliver 
dictionaries most every year 
since the project’s inception. 
“Sometimes, we even get hugs 
after passing out the dictionaries. 
The children are so visibly 
excited that it just makes your 
day.”
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TEAL TILE TEAL TILE 
Local Flooring Specialists • Over 40 Years

Free Estimates
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

Sales • Service • Installation

• Vinyl • Carpet 
• Ceramic Tile

• Hardwood &
• Laminate Floors

904-964-7423

Visit Our
Showroom!

M-F 8:30 am – 5:30 pm
Saturdays by Appointment

131 N. Cherry Street
Starke, FL 32091

DISCOUNT PRICING POWER 
OF OVER 1,400 STORES!! 

CARPET
as low as 
.69¢ SF

SHEET VINYL
as low as 
.59¢ SF

WOOD-LOOK 
TILE

as low as 
$ 1.29 SF

25% OFF 
ALL CARPET 

& VINYL 
REMNANTS

90 Days Financing 
Same As Cash ‚ No Interest

We wi ll beat all 
competitor pricing! 

VINYL PLANK
as low as 
.89¢ SFCall for DIY 

specials!

THANK YOUTHANK YOU  
for allowing us the opportunity to for allowing us the opportunity to 

serve you for the last 46 years.serve you for the last 46 years.

NEW LOCATION: SANTA FE COLLEGE, 3000 NW 83RD STREET, GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA

The festival will feature a juried art showcase by artists and Santa Fe College students, 
live music, performances, shows, kid’s art space, food and refreshments, and more!

Apply online by February 1, 2023 at www.zapplication.org
For more information email springartsfestival@sfcollege.edu or call 352-395-5464

APRIL 1-2, 2023 

51ST ANNUAL

Lori Thompson
Agent

Scott Roberts
Agent/Owner

We Are Your Local Heathcare Enrollment Center

904.964.7826   352.473.7209    904.282.7665  386.496.3411

AUTO   HOME   MOTORCYCLE   BUSINESS   
ATV   BOATS    RV   LIFE   HEALTH

405 S. Lawrence Blvd
Keystone Heights, FL
Phone: (352) 478-2057              
Fax: (352) 478-2059
Mon - Fri
8:00 AM - 6:00
Saturday
9:00 AM - 1:00

Starke Kiwanis Club provides dictionaries for 17th year

Starke 
Elementary 
student Tadeo 
Perez-Chaves is 
enjoying looking 
at the back of his 
dictionary, which 
contains a variety 
of information 
besides words 
and their 
definitions.

Starke 
Elementary 

student Audrey 
Frank checks 
out the inside 

front cover of her 
dictionary, which 
bears a label with 

her name on it. 
Each dictionary 
is personalized 

with a student’s 
name.

Kaye Neufeld’s third-grade students at Hope Christian Academy show off the dictionaries they received from the 
Kiwanis Club of Starke. Pictured are: (front, l-r) Aaron Bradshaw, Connor Gibbs, Trace Hagan, Brayden Goble, 
Colton Price, Danielle Shortes, (middle, l-r) Bella Coina, Kyndlei Soulsby, Ally Bradshaw, Adelaide Kimbrell, Jayce 
Foley, (back, l-r) Kiwanis Club of Starke President David Kniseley, Maci Charron, Rayne Bowe, Neufeld, Harmony 
Jewell, Madison Tillett and Kiwanis Club of Starke member Cheryl Canova. Photos by Cliff Smelley except where 
noted.

LEFT: Starke Elementary student Carly Johns practices 
sign language — one of the many features found in the 
dictionaries provided by the Kiwanis Club of Starke. 
RIGHT: Starke Elementary student Nailah Davis checks 
out her dictionary.

Starke Elementary student 
Milynn Jones is happy after 

receiving her dictionary.

ABOVE: Kiwanis 
Club of Starke 

member Cliff 
Smelley (right) 

presents a 
dictionary 
to Starke 

Elementary 
student Lucas 

Garber. Photo by 
Cheryl Canova. 

RIGHT: Starke 
Elementary 

student Porter 
Hutchins shows 

the longest 
word in the 

English language 
to one of his 
classmates.

Kiwanis Club of Starke member Cheryl Canova (right) 
points out some of the features of the dictionary to 
Hope Christian Academy student Aaron Bradshaw. 
Jayce Foley is pictured in the background.


