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Mother left baby alone in car for 6 hours

STARKE — Gainesville police
arrested a 30-year-old Bradford
County woman after accusing her of
leaving her child alone in her car for
six hours.

According to the Independent
Florida Alligator, Darneshia Stephens,
30, was arrested at the Parklands
Rehabilitation Care Center in
Gainesville, where she works.

According to the report, a witness
spotted the child in the nursing home’s
parking lot and went inside to find the
vehicle’s owner.

The witness went back to the
parking lot to find the baby covered
in feces with pill bottles within reach.

Stephens told officers she thought
the baby was okay because she
periodically checked on the child
throughout the day and left toys and
food in the vehicle. She added that she
usually takes the child to daycare but
could not on the day of the incident.

According to the Independent
Florida Alligator, Darneshia
Stephens, 30, was arrested at
the Parklands Rehabilitation
Care Center in Gainesville,
where she works.
Photo: WCJB.

Caught with 25
grams of meth

A 26-year-old Starke man was
sentenced to seven years in prison
after pleading to trafficking in
phenethylamines, possession of a
weapon by a convicted felon, and
driving with a suspended license.

According to an arrest report,
a Bradford deputy stopped Cody
Michael Jones near the intersection of
Starke’s Orange and Weldon Streets
after a covering over the defendant’s
tag made the plate unreadable.

Deputy Paul King wrote in the
report that dispatch notified him that
the defendant’s license had been
suspended 10 times. While conducting
a search of Jones’ silver Ford pickup,
the officer found a loaded Glock

045  caliber
fircarm  and
a plastic bag
containing

2 6 8 5
grams of
methampheta-
mine.
K ing
reported that
Jones had
just — been - Gody Michael
released from Jones
prison after

serving time for a probation violation
and aggravated assault with a deadly
weapon.

The defendant told King he was
unaware of the gun and drugs in his
truck and blamed a passenger he had
just dropped off for leaving the items
in his vehicle.

Positive growth in graduation rate for local counties

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

Florida’s  record-setting  year
for high school graduation rates
included remarkable improvement
in Bradford and Union counties.

The state’s graduation rate reached
a new high of 88% for the 2022-23
school year. According to the Florida
Department of Education, this was
an increase of 0.7 percentage points
over the previous school year and a
1.1 percentage point increase over
the pre-pandemic graduation rate in
2018-19.

(School years 2019-20 and 2020-
21 are an exception. During the
pandemic years, graduating rates
were higher because graduating
classes  were exempt from
statewide, standardized assessment
requirements.)

The state also pointed to greater
success graduating members of
multiple  subgroups, including
a 49 percentage point increase
for students with disabilities, a
0.9 percentage point increase
for economically disadvantaged

students, and a 1.7 percentage point
increase for Black students.

Bradford and Union both
experienced  lower  graduation
rates immediately following the
pandemic, but in 2022-23, Union
surpassed its pre-pandemic rate and
Bradford is on its way. (An asterisk
denotes pandemic years.)

Bradford County
2018-19 87.7%
2019-20* 88.2%
2020-21% 85%
2021-22 76.1%
2022-23 82.5%

Bradford High graduated 175
of 212 students in the cohort. This
included 82.7% of its 52 Black
seniors, 74% of 50 ESE seniors and
75% of 64 at-risk seniors.

Union County

2018-19 84.4%
2019-20* 79.6%
2020-21* 88.3%
2021-22 77.8%
2022-23 85.9%

Union County High graduated
146 of 170 students in the cohort.
This included 86.4% of its 22 Black
seniors, 73% of 37 ESE seniors and
70.8% of 24 at-risk seniors.

Clay County came within one
percentage point of besting its pre-
pandemic graduation rate.

Clay County

2018-19 91.9%
2019-20%* 93.4%
2020-21%* 92.7%
2021-22 89.9%
2022-23 90.9%

Keystone Heights High graduated
176 of 194 students in the cohort, for
a90.7% graduation rate, just slightly
lower than the county average. The
school did not have a large enough
group of Black students in the
cohort to include in the ranking. The
school did graduate 54.5% of its 11
Hispanic seniors, 97.1% of its ESE
seniors and 77. 1% of 35 at-risk
seniors.

Florida first began using the
Federal Uniform Graduation Rate
in 2010-11, and it replaced the
National Governors Calculation
the following year. The federal rate
is considered the most difficult as
it counts only standard diploma
recipients, does not remove adult
education program transfers from
the student cohort, and credits all
students enrolled in Department of
Juvenile Justice facilities back to
their home school.

When first calculated using the
federal uniform rate, Florida’s
graduation rate was 70.6% compared
to 81.2% under the governors rate.
When the federal rate was calculated
back to the 1998-99 school year,
Florida’s graduation rate was just
52%. It would take more than a
decade of these backward looking
calculations for the rate to reach
over 70% in 2010-11.

Since the federal calculation
method has been used, the state
graduation rate has grown nearly
twice as high in around the same
amount of time.

Tops In state recognized by school board

The 2023-24 UCHS JROTC Raider Team was recognized for their State Championship accomplishment at the Union
County School Board Meeting on Jan. 16. This was a five-event competition, and the team had two first-place, two
second-place and one-third place finish for the overall state championship. Pictured (I-r) are Union County School
Superintendent Mike Ripplinger; Cadet Jamaal Reynolds; Cadet Davien Presley; Cadet Gavin Sparkman; Cadet Matthew
Ring; Cadet Cason Forbes; 2023-24 Raider Team Commander Cadet Mackenzie Ring; Army Instructor Chief Warrant
Officer 4 (Retired) Derek Brown; Cadet Aiden Bell; Cadet Isabelle Kirsten; Sr. Army Instructor Lieutenant (Retired)
Colonel Kevin Steverson; 2023-24 Tiger Battalion Commander Cadet Brooke Burgess; Cadet Chloie Harris; Cadet Hunter
Smith; Cadet Jordon Clarke; Cadet Carli Trent; Cadet Stacey Parks; Cadet Samantha Thompson. Not pictured: Cadet

Michelle Lacey.
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Gold Head
Friends present

Yesterdays
Festival
The Florida Department of

Environmental Protection’s Mike
Roess Gold Head Branch State Park,
and the Gold Head Friends group,
present the 18th annual Yesterdays
Festival on Saturday, Jan. 27, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Come on down to this
unique, affordable, and family friendly
event. The festival is free to attend
with the purchase of park admission,
$5 per vehicle, up to eight people in
a vehicle.

Meet hobbyists, collectors and
enthusiasts, as well as professional
museum curators, archivists and
historians. Antique cars, tractors, tools
and weapons of all kinds will be on
display in the picnic area. Take a tour
of the park, guided by a park ranger.
Churn butter, grind corn, feel the
heat of antique camping lanterns, and
watch cast iron cooking over a wood
fire. Live music will be performed on
stage throughout the day. The Third
Florida/Thirty Fifth Mass. Heritage
company will perform weapon firing
demonstrations and the The Kirby-
Smith SCV Camp 1209 will fire
confederate weapons and cannon.
Replica of the Hunley Submarine will
be on display as well. Storytime and
kids activities available throughout the
day.

Food will be available from local
vendors. A silent auction will be
ongoing throughout the day in the
park recreation building.

A scenic drive through the park’s
rolling sandhills will lead to the picnic
area where the festival takes place.

For additional information, contact
the park at 352-316-4286 or visit www.
FloridaStateParks.org/mikeroess/.

Spades and
bingo tournament

Join 12 Guys in Bow Ties and
12 Girls in Pearls in celebrating
the month of Love with its Spades
Tournament and Bingo Fundraiser at
the Downtown Grill on Tuesday, Feb.
13, from 4 to 7 p.m.

Teams enter the spades tournament
for $50, and the winning team will win
half the entry fee pot. Maximum of 20
teams ages 18 and up. Enter by Feb. 6.
Pay via Cash App to $12GMentoring
of PayPal to 12gibt.12gip@gmail.
com.

Play 10 games of bingo with a $20
card, and $5 for each additional card.
There will be prizes for every winner,
including gift cards, cakes and more.

All proceeds benefit the mentoring
program, including 20% of all food
sales, so if you don’t want to play,
come dinner and the entertainment.

For more information, contact
Edrick Hamilton at 904-364-0868.

Weekly deadline is Monday at 5 p.m. - Phone 904-964-6305 - Fax 904-964-8628

editor@bctelegraph.com

- BCTelegraph.com -
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Hotel fire victims need help

Red Cross provided
housing for a week.
That funding is
running out.

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
General manager

STARKE—A local nonprofit
is assisting 15 of the 20 families
displaced by a Sunday, January
14 fire at a Starke apartment
complex. Financial support from
the Red Cross helped get the
victims through the first week,
and now the impacted families
need more assistance to continue
recovering from the fire that left
them homeless.

JoAnna Weldon, CEO and
founder of Answers Health
and Resource Facility said her
organization is helping many of

the victims and that the situation
is still fluid.

“We’ve met with each
individual family,” she said. “We
got clothing sizes from them and
what other financial means they
have access to. We put a list out
on Facebook about the specific
items the families need.”

Weldon added that volunteers
are now processing donated
items, and the families will
return to Answers next week for
assistance.

Weldon said her organization
was not set up to help 20 families
in a sudden emergency. However,
she said other groups are equally
ill-equipped to handle the crisis.

She said the county’s
emergency management
department is set up to handle
large-scale emergencies like a
hurricane, and the Red Cross is
equipped to help single families

who lost everything in a fire, but
neither group has the resources
lined up to assist 20 families get
their lives back together after a
residential fire.

Weldon added that the Red
Cross did provide each family
with a cash stipend, which
allowed the victims to get hotel
rooms for a week. She said those
funds will run out on Sunday,
January 21.

She added that other groups
have assisted Answers with
helping the families.

In an email to supporters, she
thanked First Baptist Church of
Starke, the American Red Cross,
Kingsley Lake Baptist Church,
the Bradford Food Pantry, the
Madison Street Baptist Church
Clothes Closet, Cross Church,
Rags to Riches Thrift Store, and
LifeSpring Church for joining
the recovery effort.

“We are looking for temporary,
emergency housing,” Weldon

~F101' ida Twin Theate THURSDAY 1/25 FRIDAY 1/26 said. “That would buy some
~ THE BEEKEEPER- |  THE BEEKEEPER- time.”

Nyt - 6:30 6:05 She added that she is working
o (Upstairs) (Upstairs) with government officials to
N MERN GIRLS- THE BOYS IN THE obtain FEMA funds for the
~ 6:30 BOAT- 7:00 victims. However, if that aid ever
N (Downstairs) | (Downstairs) materializes, getting the funds to
o R th‘j’AVICUmS will take some time. 5 \vers shared this photo showing how churches have responded to help feed
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HOPE holds
homecoming

Hope Christian Academy’s varsity boys basketball team won the school’s homecoming game against Corinth
Christian Academy of Jasper, remaining undefeated. The score was 79-52, with other homecoming wins going to
the Hope middle school girls (28-12) and middle school boys (22-16). (Varsity girls played one another when their
opponent canceled.) Pictured above are seniors Jude Hanson on the left, and on the right, Tavian Frazier, Marcus
Chever and Zach Hansen.

1.

Liith

Hope Christian Academy crowned their 2023-24 royalty
during homecoming week, Jan. 8-12. Seniors Jude
Hanson and Danielle Thomas (pictured above) were
crowned king and queen during the annual ROAR
celebration. Class skits, sliming, class competitions,
food, fun dress-up days, the Dylan Drew bleacher
dedication, and basketball games were all part of the
annual event.

Freshman class representatives Autumn Hunt and Griffin

Junior class representatives Alyssa Hunt and Aiden
P y McCloud

Wilson

Sophomore class representatives Sydni Faulk and Adam
White

Eighth grade class representatives Katie Ann Justus and Seventh grade class representatives Allyssa Wilson and
Rory Foster Jacob Elmore

Fresh food
J an 27 THE ORIGINAL BRADFORD « UNION « CLAY COUNTIES
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Tropical oasis wins Yard of the Month |

BY BARBARA ANDERSON
AND GINNY GEIGER
Garden Club of the Lakes

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
Those of you who know Ginny
Geiger, even if only casually,
know that she is never without
something to say well,
almost never. Barbara Anderson

witnessed ~ something  seen
only by a few - Ginny being
speechless.

You will be, too, if you ever
get to ride by 7024 Crystal Lake
Road, where this month’s yard of
the month is located. Better yet,
ride out on the lake to see what
Barbara described as a tropical
oasis. You really won’t believe

you are in Keystone Heights.

Even if only casually, those
who know the yard’s owner,
Buck Burney, will agree that he
is one of the most interesting
people we have met in a long
time.

Buck and Nan have traveled
to so many places and done so
many things that maybe someday
they will write a book, but for
now, we will share a bit about the
Burney’s Tropical Oasis.

It is hard to miss this place
with a lovely water fountain (you
really must go by at night to see it
all lit up) in the middle of a pond
where Koi and bass are calmly
swimming around. If you look
closely, you will see three small

waterfalls in the background.

Around the pond are various
ferns and Sylvester Palm trees
— all right up close to the road.
Who would ever guess that 36
gallons of water are pumped
through the system every hour?

Most all of the work in this
beautiful place was done by Buck
himself. He began hand-digging
and building this awesome water
display four years ago, which
took him a year and a half.

But it doesn’t stop there! Buck
drove us around to the backyard
in his golf cart to see an amazing
tropical island open up right
there in his backyard. That is
when Ginny was speechless!
What is there to say when you

It is hard to miss this place with a lovely water fountain (you really must go by at night
to see it all lit up) in the middle of a pond where Koi and bass are calmly swimming
around. If you look closely, you will see three small waterfalls in the background.

Buck, a retired fighter pilot, now works with Embry Riddle Aeronautical University,
where he can carry out the couple’s goal of life coaching through aviation.

are standing in the middle of a
tropical island complete with a
20-foot Bird of Paradise, Sea
Grapes, varying types of palm
trees, Hawaiian Ti plant, huge
rocks, a monster-sized piece of
driftwood, beautiful sand, a boat
ramp going out to a small island,
and beautiful Crystal Lake as
the backdrop. They call it the
Palm Tree Paradise. Need we say
more?

The description of this
property is nothing compared to
Buck and Nan'’s reason for doing
all of this work to have such a
beautiful place.

“We wanted to create a resort
atmosphere where people can
come to find peace, relax, reduce
stress, and focus on real-life
issues,” Buck said.

The Burneys host several
retreats, many for young people.
The couple’s goal is to help

guests  “fuel their dreams”
through life coaching. They do
this not only using their beautiful
property but also through the
world of aviation.

The day we visited with Buck
(Nan was at work), he was
preparing to host over 100 young
people from a few churches. He
had four-wheelers lined up, jet
skis gassed up, and volleyball
nets set up for a most exciting
weekend. The guests were going
to stay at Camp Montgomery.

Buck, a retired fighter pilot,
now works with Embry Riddle
Aeronautical University, where
he can carry out the couple’s
goal of life coaching through
aviation. Nan is a high school
volleyball and softball coach
in Jacksonville, a perfect
opportunity to work with young
people in many meaningful
ways.

This property is actually an
Airbnb, which is booked mainly
by the same people every year.
We did not see any chance of just
calling and scheduling a week
at this “resort,” even though it
would be a glorious experience.
Buck and Nan live next door in a
beautiful place as well.

Even though the pictures could
never do it justice, we tried to
give you a feel for the beauty
of this paradise. You will just
have to grab a boat or jet ski and
see the “island” for yourself.
Driving by on the road will be an
experience, too. Don’t miss it!

If you want to learn more about
the Garden Club of The Lakes
or nominate yourself or anyone
in the community for Yard of
the Month, please contact Pat
Lorenzo at (904)728-9460.

KH Elementary was biggest recipient of school dlstrlct sales tax

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
General manager

KEYSTONE HEIGHTS
The new cafeteria, media center,
and classroom suites at Keystone
Heights  Elementary  School
topped the list of projects the
Clay County School District
funded with the half-penny sales
tax approved by voters in 2020.

Assistant Superintendent of
Operations Bryce Ellis told
board members during a January
4 school board meeting that of
the $40 million spent so far with
the surtax, $21.4 million went
to the Southwest Pecan Street
campus improvement.

In November 2020, voters
approved a 30-year, half-cent
sales tax for district infrastructure
needs. The district branded the

new program EdFirst.

Ellis said collection of the new
levy began the following January,
and a citizens committee was to
oversee purchases made with the
new revenue stream.

Ellis said the  EdFirst
committee meets quarterly to
review projects and ask questions
about how the sales tax money is
spent.

EdFirst committee members
from the Lake Region are Karen
Lake and Edward “Smitty”
Huffman.

The assistant superintendent
said officials initially hoped to
collect $13.5 million yearly from
the surtax. However, because of
increased consumer spending
and population growth, the
district collected $15 million in
the first year and $17.8 million

in the fiscal year that ended June
30, 2023. For the current fiscal
year ending June 30, 2024, the
district is forecasting sales tax
receipts of $21.5 million.

The total revenue the district
has received from the surtax
now stands at $47.2 million, and
total expenditures for the EdFirst
tax now stand at just under $40
million.

Jeff Nelson, the chair of the
EdFirst Committee, said his
panel reviewed surtax receipts
and disbursements made with the
funds, and he appeared before
the board to validate the district’s
assertions of EdFirst revenues
and expenditures.

“Every time that Bryce comes

managers, she brings in business
affairs, they all explain to us

' 1 : 1 The new cafeteria, media center, and classroom suites at Keystone Heights Elementary
in, she brings in the project School topped the list of projects the Clay County School District funded with the half-
penny sales tax approved by voters in 2020. Photo: Scorpio Construction.

Kateyln T. Hardwick, Esq

TAYLOR

Family Law - Divorce - Paternity
Child Custody - Property Distribution

Spousal Support - Relocation

Modifications of Final Jugement

Estate Planning - Advance Directives

Elder Law - Medicaid Planning
Probate - Guardianship

352.473.8088

info@tah-law.com - www.tah-law.com
420 S. Lawrence Blvd. Keystone Heights, FL 32656

ARRUBLA
HARDWICK

Jennifer T. Arrubla, Esq

08

Terry MeCarthy

Complete

TREE SERVICE
& STUMP GRINDING

Free Estimates Provided!

We do tree removal, tree trimming, and skid
steer mulching. We have a lift for those hard-to-
reach heights and places! WE DO IT ALL!

904'364'1065 Fully Insured

KEVSTONE YOUTH SOCCER ©

COACHES & VOL
SPRING Season Re_qlsfratlon e AGES 4-78

TO REGISTER: SiGN UP by FEBRUARY 19,

THE FEE is $80. Sign up online.

<=

2024

Supplied unitorm will be jersey, shorts & socks.

Register & Pay online at www.KeystoneYouthSoccer.com OR

Trevor Waters Realty, Inc
7374 SR 21 N = Keystone Heights

COACHES & VOLUNTEERS WELCOMEDY

For more information call:
Trevor Waters at 352-246-7776
Registration forms on website www.keystoneyouthsoccer.com

in the simplest of terms where
the money came from, where it
went to, and it’s there in black
and white,” Nelson told board
members.

Bryce told board members that
the public can view the projects
funded by the surtax. However,
when I attempted to view the
projects on the district’s website,
a message appeared stating that
I had to request access to the
data. I asked for access but never
received a notice that the district
approved my request.
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Annexed

land will have
room for
residential and
commercial
development

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

STARKE — The city of Starke
is proceeding with the rezoning
of land recently annexed into the
city limits.

The land is being brought into
compliance with the city’s future
land use and zoning maps, but it
is also being prepared for future
development.

The 180-plus acres at the
intersection of State Road 16 and
the Starke bypass is the site of
a future multiuse development,
according to Gerry Dedenbach of
CHW Professional Consultants,
who represented landowner
Osceola Timber Company during
the annexation process last year.

On Jan. 16, the commission
approved the first reading of
an ordinance to change nearly
140 acres on the future land
use map from county low-
density residential development
to city high density residential
development. If approved on
final reading, the development
density at the site would go from
two dwelling units per acre to
eight to 20 dwelling units per
acre.

It was accompanied by an
ordinance to convert the zoning
from county rural residential to
city multifamily, high-density
residential. The category allows
a variety of multifamily housing
types, including townhouses.

At the same time, the other
40 acres was approved on first
reading to go from county
low-density residential to city
commercial, with the zoning
category being highway
commercial like much of the
U.S. 301 corridor through town.

Building and zoning official
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Kevin Powell told the city
commission nothing has
been set in stone as far as the
development of the property.
The portion of the land closest to
the highway could be developed
commercially, with residential
dwellings in the background. A
new road network would provide
ingress and egress to properties
within the development so traffic
won’t be turning directly into a
commercial property from S.R.
16.

“There again, there’s no talk
of what they’re going to develop
in there, how they’re going to
develop there. This is just trying
to establish what the property
can be used for in the future,”
Powell said.

Any plans will undergo site
plan review and approval, but
Powell predicted it would be a
few years before that happens.

In the meantime, Starke and
Bradford County have both
pledged million in federal and
state funds to extend water and
sewer service to serve that area.

Final approval of the land use
and zoning changes should take
place in February.

Grocery developers
apply for rezoning

Starke has also advertised
another commercial rezoning
that should come before the
commission next month.

The application would rezone
the 7.8 acres that sits at the
corner of S.R. 16 and Weldon
Street. It was acquired by R3
Ventures-FL Inc. last October.
The applicant has requested the
land be changed from single-
family residential development
to highway commercial.

According to state
incorporation records, the three
Rs behind R3 are Randy, Ryan
and Robert Holihan of Belle
Isle, Florida. They make up RH
Development  Group, which
father and son Randy and Ryan
formed in 2020.

According to their website,
they have helped develop more

than 40  grocery-anchored
shopping centers and 4.2 million
square feet of retail space.

Bradford
sighing up
families

for reading
initiative, free
books

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

Parents and guardians with
pre-K through fifth grade children
are encouraged to visit www.
newworldsreading.com and
sign up for one of the upcoming
reading events at locations
throughout the community.

Florida’s New World Reading
Initiative is a program to put
books into the hands of students
and help them achieve grade-
level reading proficiency.

In addition to a free book at
the event, families will also eat
dinner and participate in reading
activities.

Each event is free,
registration is required.

Florida legislators created the
New World Reading Initiative
in 2021 to serve eligible public
and charter school students. The
University of Florida Lastinger
Center for Learning administers
the program. A department in the
College of Education, the center
strives to improve the quality of
teaching, learning and childcare
through research and innovative
developments.

The program is open to any
pre-K students who are not
yet meeting age-appropriate
standards according to FAST
Star  Early Literacy, and
kindergarteners through fifth-
graders in public or charter
schools who are not yet reading
on grade level.

Participants can receive new
books monthly. Parents can
choose the types of books their
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Bradford School-Related Employee of the Year for transportation and maintenance
is Tonya Barnhart. She is pictured above (second from left) with Superintendent Will
Hartley, Transportation Supervisor Louette Smith and Operatoins Director Jeff Edison.

child would like to read, and
books are available in English,
Spanish, Haitian Creole or
braille. Through fun and practical
activities, students’ reading
confidence can improve. Parents
can assist at home by practicing
with the books their children
collect in their personal home

library.
Bradford County  School
District is  promoting  the

initiative through several local
programs and began with events
at Starke and Lawtey elementary
schools. There is an event at
Madison Street Baptist Church
on Jan. 25, followed by Starke
Church of God by Faith on Feb.
21, Bradford Elementary School
on March 5, Bradford County
Public Library on March 18,
the District boardroom on April
9 and First Church of Starke on
April 11.

The events are hosted by the
Bradford County Education
Foundation. There will be a
presentation about the program
for parents and guardians, books
and activities for kids, and dinner

for all. The meal will be served
from 5:45-6:15 p.m., followed
by reading and activities until
7:15 p.m.

All you need to do is register
at www.newworldsreading.com.

For more information, please
contact Lila Sellars at 904-966-
6018 or sellars.lila@mybradford.
us.

Projects
continue as
Starke receives
additional
infrastructure
funding

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

Construction of sewer system
improvements recently moved
from a Washington Street project
near the high school to Weldon
Street off State Road 16.

The work will continue to and

then down Todd Road, according
to City Manager Drew Mullins.
Work will follow over on State
Road 100 and near Alligator
Creek.

Mullins said “decrepit” lines
are being relined, repaired or
replaced.

He further said the city would
coordinate with the school
district and contractor on the
time frame for resurfacing
Washington Street following the
latest repairs.

From reconstruction at the
sewer plan to the replacement
and revitalization of water and
wastewater  collection lines,
the city has multiple projects in
various stages of development
and execution. The funding
sources, including grants
and loans, are coming from
several different pots. The city
manager and finance department
are working on a detailed
compilation to help keep track.

Among the latest awards
was $2.5 million from the state

See PROJECT, page 7
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UNION COUNTY

Riding Club honors award winners

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Special to the Times

LAKE BUTLER — The
Union County Riding Club held
its annual Awards Dinner on
Friday, Jan. 12, 2024, at the First
Christian Church of Lake Butler.

About 50 club members and
their guests enjoyed a buffet-
style meal prepared by the club
members and then recognized
the club’s standouts for the year.

The event was attended by
members of the Bennett family,
descendants of J.P. Bennett,
who founded the club in 1947.
Bennett’s son Joe was the event’s
guest of honor, and he spoke
about his father and how the club
had begun. He said his father
started the club at his home, then
moved it to its present location
in 1952. Bennett, Sr. was a
horseman and rode both for
enjoyment and in his work.

J.P. Bennett was the town
marshal in Lake Butler for four
years when he was young (in the
mid-1940s). The town could not
afford a car for its marshal, so
he patrolled on a little buck-skin
horse named Jim.

“Jim was both my father’s
transportation and his squad
car,” Joe Bennett told the club
members. “He even caught a

Vi 1]
.Irij-

i |
P

The 2024 Union County Riding Club Princess and Queen
(I-r) Farrah Elixson and Cailyn Boggs.

speeder with him one time. He
saw the car speeding and cut
cross-town and caught up with
him at the gas station.”

Bennett, Sr. was deputized
by Union County Sheriff John
Whitehead and remained a
deputy for most of his life. Much
of his service to the community
was conducted from horseback,
although his son was not sure
how people were arrested and
taken to jail.

p |

After Joe Bennett spoke,
Club President Gary Cothern
announced the awards.

First recognized were the
club’s Princess, Farrah Elixson,
and Queen, Cailyn Boggs, who
were crowned and given fresh
flower bouquets. Next came
the division awards for club
members who participated in
club activities throughout the
previous year. Winners were
gifted with tack and horse care

In the Teen Division there were six honorees: (I-r) Cadence Collins, Emmy Croft,
Maddie Croft, Cuyler Collins, Sydni Faulk and Celia Elixson.

In the Senior Division Cherri Ohmer, Tracy Whitley, club President Gary Cothern and
Janice Parrish all recieved awards.
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The award winners for the riding club youth division: (I-r) Sadie Croft, Callen Collins,
Farrah Elixson, Addyson Kelly and Naomi Croft.

supplies, with the top two in each
class receiving riding club belt
buckles and the winners of each
division receiving brand-new
saddles.

The honorees were called in
reverse order, with the winners
named last.

In the Youth Division, Sadie
Croft received fifth place honors,
with Callen Collins taking fourth
place. Farrah Elixson placed
third, with Addyson Kelly in
second. Naomi Croft was the

winner of the division.

Cadence Collins placed sixth
in the Teen Division, with Emmy
Croft in fifth place. Maddie Croft
took fourth place, with Cuyler
Collins taking third. Second
place went to Syndi Faulk, and
the category winner was Celia
Elixson.

In the Adult Division, Christy
Huntley took third place honors,
with Summer Andes placing
second and Brian Lagassee
taking top honors. In the Senior

Division, Cherri Ohmer took
fourth place, Gary Cothern
placed third, Janice Parrish took
second, and Tracy Whitley took
top honors.

Other awards given included
the Most Improved Rider
(Addyson Kelly), the Workhorse
Award (Bobbi and Steve Faulk),
the Harlis R. Ellington Memorial
Award (Christy Huntley), and
the J.P. Bennett Memorial Award
(Shannon Croft).

Two city seats to be decided in June

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Special to the Times

LAKE BUTLER —Two Lake
Butler City Commission seats
will be up for election in June
2024, with both incumbents
running to retain their seats on
the board.

Mayor David Stegall plans to
run for Seat One on the board
again. This will be his second
term if elected. Commissioner
Rondoll Huggins will be running
for his first full term — he has
held the seat since a special
election called in April 2023 to
fill Seat Two, left empty by the
resignation of Jack Schenck late
in 2022.

The Lake Butler City Election
will be held on June 25, 2024, at
the Hal Y. Maines Community
Center at the lake. The election
will be administered by Union
County Supervisor of Elections
Deborah Osborne, using state-
of-the-art  electronic  voting
equipment to make the counting
of the votes quick and accurate.
At the last city election, there
was a delay in getting the results
while the ballots were hand-
counted several times by election
officials. This year, the board
decided to go with the available
technology, which will produce
accurate results in less than an
hour after the polls close. As a

municipality in Union County,
the city can use the services
of the county elections office
through an interlocal agreement,
paying only the actual costs to
that office for the service.
Anyone interested in running
for either of the seats will need to
keep some information and dates
in mind. To run for a city office,
a candidate must have been a
registered voter in the City of
Lake Butler for the past six
months, so it is already too late
for them to meet this requirement
if they are not already registered.
To vote in the election, a voter
must register before 5 p.m.
on May 28, 2024. Qualifying
dates are from noon on April
15, 2024, until noon on April
19, 2024. Before qualifying, a
candidate must file a Form DS-
DE9, Appointment of Campaign
Treasurer and  Designation,
before their campaign account
may be opened, before the
candidate spends any money on
their campaign, and before they
are allowed to collect petition
signatures if choosing that
option for qualifying. Candidates
must also file a Form DS-
DES84, Statement of Candidate,
within 10 days of opening
their campaign account. These
forms are available at the Union
County Supervisor of Elections
office, 175 West Main St. in Lake

Butler.

During the qualifying period, a
candidate must pay a qualifying
fee equal to one percent of the
salary of a city commissioner
($10,674.56 salary, the fee is
$106.75) and turn in either 20
signatures or pay an additional
$25, all of which must be
paid out of their campaign
account. If using signatures, the
candidate must pay the elections
office office $.10 per name for
signature verification, to be paid
out of their campaign account.
The candidate will also take a
loyalty oath during the qualifying
period. Before qualifying, a
candidate must complete Form
6: Full and Complete Disclosure
of Financial Interests online.

After completing the
qualifying regimen, the candidate
can receive contributions of no
more than $1,000 per contributor
and none less than five days
before the election), make and
post signs, and perform other
normal candidate activities.
They should keep up with their
campaign treasurer and make
sure that the required reports
are made on time and that all
campaign expenses are made out
of their campaign account. Any
questions can be addressed to the
elections office in person or by
phone at (386) 496-2236.

City hopes to avoid manual recounts

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Special to the Times

LAKE BUTLER —The City
of Lake Butler decided to allow
Union County Supervisor of
Elections Deborah Osborne and
her staff to run the upcoming city
election (June 25, 2024) with the
technology she uses for the county
elections in hopes of avoiding
the controversy that arose from
the last special election where
the elections office administered
the process but the electronic
voting machines were not used,
and there were several manual
recounts of ballots necessary to
arrive at the winner.

Vice-Mayor Melissa Hendrix
made amotiontoallow Osborneto
use the office’s DS200 electronic
counting machine to arrive at the
accurate determination of the
winners. The motion passed the
commission unanimously.

The meeting was much
shorter than has been usual of
late, lasting less than an hour.
Only one citizen spoke during
the public comments segment
of the meeting — Lisa Huggins,
representing the Lake Butler
Woman’s Club, inquiring about
the process and procedure of
installing two culverts on the
clubhouse property. Commission

members told her they would see
that the process was reviewed
and that someone would contact
her about what needed to be
done.

The board  unanimously
approved the second amendment
to the city budget for the year,
effective Jan. 16, 2024. The
amendments were necessary
to move funds from an area
where they were not needed to
an area where they were (when
a budget is written, it predicts
where money will be needed,
and adjustments must be made
to move the money where there
is more needed than predicted,
from an area where less was
needed). City Finance Director
Dave Mecusker prepared the
amendment. Commissioner
Anette Redman made a motion
to approve.

The commission heard a
report from City Attorney John
Maines concerning the new
Form 6 financial disclosure
document required by the
state. The document requires a
level of disclosure that many
officials throughout the state
have found to be intrusive, and
the requirement has led to the
resignations of numerous elected
officials (since if they refuse to

comply, they must resign or be
removed from office). Among
those resigning because of the
new requirements are four of five
members of the McIntosh City
Council, the mayor and entire
city council of Reddick, two
city commissioners in Daytona
Beach, and the vice-mayor of
Naples. As it stands, none of
the elected officials in the city
have voiced any consideration of
resigning.

During comments by the
commission, Hendrix reminded
the board that the Lake Butler
Woman'’s Clubs’ annual
Valentine Luncheon would be
held on Feb. 13 at the clubhouse

UCHS Class of
74 reunion

Union County’s Class of
1974 will celebrate 50 years on
Saturday, June 22, 2024. Save
the date. The reunion will take
place at 3 p.m. at Lake Butler
Community Center. Additional
details are forthcoming.
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Crime

Recent arrests
in Bradford,
Union and Clay

The following individuals were
arrested recently by local law
enforcement officers in Bradford,

Union or Clay (Keystone
Heights-area)  counties. All
defendants are  considered

innocent until convicted in a
court or until pleading guilty or
no contest. Information in this
report is from law enforcement
agencies and court documents,
which are public records.

Bradford

Joshua Edward Anspch 36,
of Callahan was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January 19
for possession of marijuana and
possession of drug equipment.

Robert Dwayne Bowman,
46, of Lawtey was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January 16
for failure to appear.

Sherry Lynn Burks, 35,
of Starke was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January
16 for possession of drugs and
possession of drug equipment.

Christopher Lee Chastain,
38, was arrested by Bradford
deputies on January 19 for
possession of cocaine, driving
with a suspended or revoked
license, and possession of drug
equipment.

Lula Annette, Clark, 65, of
Starke was arrested by Bradford
deputies on January 16 for
selling or delivering opium and
possession of synthetic narcotics.

Matthew Justin Ellis, 38,
of Brooker was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January 16
for selling or delivering opium
and possessing or delivering
opium.

Luke Paul Fluder, 30, of Saint
Elgin, Illinois, was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January
19 for hit-and-run, driving with
a suspended or revoked license
and resisting an officer.

Rico Kashif Foggy, 35, of
Jacksonville was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January 18
for a probation violation.

Terry Ray Gaskins, 54, of
Lawtey was arrested by Bradford
deputies on January 16 for
driving with a suspended or
revoked license and attaching a
tag not assigned.

Chasity Shianne Hannah,
40, of Lawtey was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January 13
for a probation violation.

Regina Eunice Hilliard, 56, of
Lawtey was arrested by Bradford
deputies on January 16 for
possession of drugs and selling
drugs.

James  Jermaine  Jackson
Holmes, 52, of St. Petersburg
was arrested by Bradford
deputies on January 19 for
possession of drugs, possession
of marijuana and possession of
drug equipment.

Horace Edward Jenkins, 52,
of Alachua, was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January
16 for DUI, resisting an officer,
possession of cocaine, and
possession of a weapon by a
convicted felon.

Veronica Williams Jenkins,
46, of Lawtey was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January 16
for selling drugs, possession of
drugs, and possession of cocaine.

David Carlos Johnson, 35, of
Keystone Heights was arrested
by Bradford deputies on January
18 for aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon.

Jorgeluiz Lopez Alvarez, 23,
of Jacksonville was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January 17
for failure to appear.

Chase Lawrence McGee,
26, of Starke was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January 16
for trafficking in drugs.

Donnie Risby, 64, of Starke

was arrested by Bradford deputies
on January 14 for aggravated
battery and kidnapping.

Susan Rehberg Smith, 61, of
Starke was arrested by Bradford
deputies on January 17 for
possession of cocaine and selling
cocaine.

Leon Alexander Stevens,
48, of Starke was arrested
by Starke Police on January
13 for possession of cocaine,
possession of drugs, resisting an
officer, disorderly intoxication,
fraud — impersonation and being
an out-of-state fugitive.

Monica  Denise = Thomas,
36, of Starke was arrested by
Bradford deputies on January
18 for DUI, possession of drugs,
and smuggling contraband into a
correctional facility.

Wesley Dylan White, 31, of
Lawtey was arrested by Bradford
deputies on January 16 for
delivering or distributing drugs.

Union
Vertince  Green, 36, of
Worthington ~ Springs was

arrested by Union deputies on
January 17 for an out-of-county
warrant.

Mary Jacqueline Marshall, 42,
of Lake Butler was arrested by
Union deputies on January 19 for
an out-of-county warrant.

Doris Juanita Rewis, 48, of
Starke was arrested by Union
deputies on January 18 for
selling drugs.

Clay

Robbie Lee Dormindy, 52, of
Keystone Heights was arrested
by Clay deputies on January 14
for a probation violation.

Sean Patrick McNamara,
55, of Keystone Heights was
arrested by Clay deputies on
January 16 for criminal mischief
and burglary.

18 months
for fleeing in
squatted SUV

STARKE — A Bradford County
man was sentenced to 18 months
in prison after pleading to fleeing
and eluding in a squatted GMC
Yukon.

According to an arrest report,
Colton Wesley White, 21, was
arrested after Bradford Deputy
T. Lovell spotted the defendant’s
squatted SUV traveling 90 mph
in a 50-mph zone westbound on
State Road 16 near the eastern
Starke city limit.

Lovell reported that after he
activated his emergency lights,
the vehicle took off and turned
right onto Northeast 17% Avenue
toward the Starke Golf and
Country Club.

The deputy lost sight of the
suspect. The chase began at 9:23
p-m. A witness where the chase
began told another deputy that
the suspect vehicle was a white,
squatted SUV that passed her
home at a high rate of speed and
was very loud.

“Based on the information
given, I had previous knowledge
of a white GMC Yukon that was
lifted in the front and lowered in
the rear that resided on Southeast
County Road 230-A,” wrote the
officer in the report. “I arrived
at the residence...where at the
rear of the house, a white GMC
Yukon was located.”

Lovell ~added that the
defendant’s mother lived next
door, and after he detained White,
his mother asked to speak with
him, which the officer allowed.

“While Colton’s mother was
speaking to him,” Lovell wrote,
“he spontaneously uttered to his
mother that he had just gotten off
work and was trying to beat his
probation curfew.”

The defendant’s prior
convictions include burglary,
petit theft, and grand theft of a
firearm.

Squatted trucks first appeared
in California when Baja racers
discovered that the impact of
landing a jump was reduced by
lowering the back and raising the
front of their vehicles.

Pickup owners in North
Carolina adopted the innovation
as a cosmetic modification,
which is also known as the
Carolina Squat, Carolina Crawl,
and Bulldog. The fad gained
traction in the Tarheel State and
spread to South Carolina before
going nationwide.

By June 2023, both Carolinas
had outlawed the modification
because of safety concerns.

Choked,
punched
woman, aimed
weapon at
another

STARKE — A 45-year-old
Bradford County man was
sentenced to 180 days in jail
after pleading to using his foot
to choke a woman and later
pointing a handgun at the vehicle
she was in and punching her in
the face.

Judge James M. Colaw
adjudicated Seth Micah Norviel
guilty on January 16 and
sentenced him to two years’ drug
offender probation in addition
to the jail time, crediting the
defendant for 152 days served.

Norviel pleaded to evidence
tampering, domestic battery,
felony domestic battery by
strangulation, aggravated assault
with a deadly weapon without
intent to kill, and a pretrial
release violation.

According to a June 23, 2023,
arrest report, one victim told
deputies that two nights prior, she
and the defendant were in bed
when they got into an argument.
The woman claimed that during
the dispute, Norviel stood up,
grabbed the headboard, and put a
foot on her throat, preventing her
from breathing.

On the date of the arrest report,
a second woman said she drove
Norviel’s partner to the couple’s
home to drop a dog off, and while
the two were parked in the front
yard, she saw a green dot on her
vehicle and her person.

“(The victim) stated she
observed a figure in the living
room where the green dot was
originating,” wrote Deputy Paul
King, who added that Norviel
denied pointing a weapon at the
driver of the vehicle and denied
putting his foot on his partner’s
throat two days prior.

King said that Norviel
appeared intoxicated, and that
King found marijuana plants
inside a shipping container in the
defendant’s backyard. A detective
later found a .40-caliber handgun
in the shipping container with a
green dot scope on it.

According to a September
2, 2023, arrest report, the
victim’s former partner told
Bradford deputies she allowed
the defendant to come to her
residence after they spent time
together at a friend’s house
earlier in the day.

“(The victim) stated when
they got home, Seth accused her
of wanting to sleep with another
man,” wrote King in the report.
“The accusation escalated into
a verbal argument. During the
argument, Seth became irate and
began punching (the victim) in
the face, causing her injuries.”

King added that he observed
scratches, swelling, and bruising
on the woman’s face, especially
under her left eye.

“(The victim’s) nose also
appeared to be disjointed,” he
reported.

King wrote that, according
to the victim, she called 911
during the attack, and while she
was on the phone, Norviel took
the phone from her and hid it.
Deputies later found the device
under a mattress. When King
first arrived at the residence,
he spotted Norviel in a hallway
through a glass in the door and
saw the defendant run into
a bedroom. The victim said
Norviel made her hide in a closet
because of a no-contact order the
court had previously issued.

She just
wanted to help
mom

STARKE — A 22-year-old
Starke man was sentenced to 12

months’ probation for hitting his
girlfriend and dragging her back
into their home after she left to
help her mother move “some
stuff.”

Holden Race Goodwin was
also ordered to enter a batterers
intervention program, undergo
random drug and alcohol
screenings, and have no hostile
contact with the victim.

Goodwin, who pleaded to
misdemeanor  battery, = was
arrested on October 25, 2024.
According to a complaint filed
ten days earlier, the victim told
deputies that when the defendant
arrived home, she informed him
she needed to go to her mother’s
to help her move some items.

“Goodwin  responded by
becoming verbally aggressive
and forbidding (the victim) from
leaving,” wrote Deputy Michael
Gillick in the complaint. “(The
victim) told Goodwin she was
going to bed and attempted to
leave the residence through the
back door. Goodwin heard the
door open, exited the front door,
and ran around the residence to
stop her.”

The officer added that
Goodwin grabbed the victim’s
right arm and dragged her up
the steps. He also hit her in the
mouth, causing swelling in her
mouth and face.

Gillick reported that the couple
has at least one child in common.

Men fight over
speaker

STARKE—Deputies arrested
a 24-year-old Hampton man
after witnesses said he fought a
household member over a large
speaker and used the device to
strike and injure the victim.

Jarred Tra’kel Mason was

arrested for battery on December
29.

According to an arrest report,
Mason called law enforcement to
the Hampton Lake area to get the
speaker back from a woman with
whom he lived. He told a deputy
that he was returning to Georgia
and wanted the device back.

The officer advised Mason that
possession of the speaker was a
civil matter and left the scene.
The deputy later returned after
witnesses reported the assault.

Witnesses and the victim said
that after Mason’s encounter
with the deputy, the defendant
demanded the speaker back
and fought with the victim over
the device. During the fight,
Mason struck the victim with the
speaker.

The victim told Deputy Cody
Wells that Mason grabbed his
arm in the driveway, hit him in
the face and torso, kicked him,
and struck him with the sound
device.

2 years for
passing fake
$100 bill

STARKE — A Tampa man was
sentenced to 24 months in prison
after admitting to paying for a
pillow at Starke’s Bealls Outlet
with a counterfeit $100 bill.

Steven Brad Powers, 36,
pleaded to uttering forged bills.

According to a Florida Office
of Agricultural Law Enforcement
complaint, store video showed
the defendant purchasing a large
black décor pillow on June 20,
2022, using a counterfeit $100
bill and receiving $81.82 in
change.

An investigator for the Florida
Department of Agriculture and

Consumer Services wrote that the
defendant used the same practice
at multiple locations in Florida to
launder counterfeit bills.

“The suspect takes low-priced
products and purchases them
with counterfeit currency,” wrote
the investigator. “Steven Brad
Powers was arrested on March
13,2023, for an unrelated offense
and was charged with being in
possession of 10 counterfeit

$100 notes.”
The defendant’s previous
convictions include driving

with a suspended or revoked
license, possession of less than
20 grams of marijuana, resisting
an officer without violence,
criminal mischief, fleeing and
eluding, DUI, failure to appear,
and burglary of an unoccupied
dwelling.

Tried to get
refund for
stolen garden
hose

STARKE—A 25-year-old
Starke man was sentenced to 6
months’ probation after pleading
to grabbing a garden hose from
a Walmart shelf and then asking
for a refund on the item.

I’van Tyrese Sargeant pleaded
to petit theft.

According to an arrest report, a
store loss prevention officer told
Starke police that the defendant
entered the business with a $64
receipt for a garden hose, walked
to the retailer’s home and garden
section, and obtained a hose
priced at the same amount. He
then walked to customer service
and requested a cash refund for
the hose he grabbed off the shelf.

Mandatory 10-digit dialing
before new area code launch

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
Telegraph Editor

The region’s new 324 area
code overlay will launch in
February.

In 2022, the Florida Public
Service Commission approved
the additional area code to
accommodate the demand for
new numbers in Jacksonville and
surrounding communities.

The area code 324 will be
overlaid in the same northeast
Florida region covered by the
904 area code, which includes all
or part of Nassau, Duval, Baker,
Bradford, Clay, St. Johns and
Union counties.

Because two area codes will
serve the same geographic area,

a new 10-digit dialing procedure
will be required. Dialing all 10
digits of the phone number will
be necessary to complete a call.
The area code, once unnecessary
when making a “local call,” will
now be essential.

Beginning Jan. 29, callers
must dial all 10 digits, even when
making calls in the same area
code. If you dial seven numbers,
a recording will instruct you to
hang up and dial again using
your area code.

This will take place in advance
of numbers being issued with the
new 324 area code. New lines
will be assigned that area code
beginning Feb. 26.

Please note that the new dialing

procedure may require some
automatic dialing technology to
be updated. Examples include
life safety systems, security
systems, call forwarding settings,
voice mail services, etc., if they
are currently programmed to dial
a seven-digit telephone number.

Please note:

—your telephone number,
including your current area code,
will not change.

—the price of a call will not
change due to the overlay.

—a local call will remain
a local call regardless of the
number of digits dialed.

—you can still dial services
like 911 using three digits.

PROJECT

Continued from page 5

of Florida for the wastewater
collection system improvement
project. The funding was part of
$210 million package awarded
to multiple communities through
the Water Quality Improvement
Grant Program.

The grant funded 27 statewide
projects  that will reduce
harmful nutrients in Florida’s
waterways. The awards include
septic-to-sewer projects,
wastewater treatment upgrades,
stormwater projects, wastewater
improvement projects and a
regional agricultural project.

According to the Florida
Department of Environmental
Protection, the selected projects
will reduce total nitrogen
loading by more than 1 million
cumulative pounds per year,
which will help to reduce harmful
algal blooms.

The additional funding was
critical for Starke. According to

386-496-9696

Probate « Family * Wills - Adoption + Litigation « Corporate

Mullins, the collection system
improvements taking place are
part of a project that included
moving and upgrading the Call
Street lift station and making
SCADA security and control
improvements. When bids were
received for the package, the
lowest was around $2 million
more than the original budget,
which was already over $5
million. The city needed the
additional grant funding to cover
the difference.

As of its last meeting, the
city of Starke is also seeking
additional funding front the
State Revolving Fund Loan
Program to pay for compliance
with revisions in lead and copper
service line rules for public
water systems. The commission
also approved an agreement
with Woodward and Curan for
engineers to prepare an inventory
of waters lines that need to be
addressed. The five-phase project
will cover service line inventory
through the development of the
replacement plan at a projected
cost of $417,000 over 12 months.

|
i '||

620 East Main Street
Lake Butler, FL 32054
(Across from Subway Plaza)

Engineers will also be working
on a vulnerability assessment for
the city to determine concerns
resulting from climate change.
Vulnerabilities include increased
rainfall and flooding. The eight-
month project has a budget of
$114,000. Starke was recently
awarded funds from the Resilient
Florida Program Planning Grant
for the project.

Other projects the state funded
in north Florida through the
Water Quality Improvement
Grant Program included $1.1
million for Alachua County’s
Newnans Lake system
hydrologic restoration project;
$1.1 million for a septic-to-
sewer project on County Road
236 in High Springs; more than
$1 million for a second phase
of High Springs’ wastewater
treatment facility expansion
and wetlands project; $2.56
million for a septi-to-sewer and
reuse project in Live Oak; and
$5 million for Suwannee River
Water Management District’s
Agriculture  Regional = Water
Quality Initiative.
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Forgette celebrates 100th birthday

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

It may not have felt like it to
her, but it was a special day for
Starke’s Violet Forgette, who
found herself surrounded by
family, friends, balloons and
flowers at Cedar River Seafood
in Starke to celebrate her 100th
birthday.

“I just feel like I always feel,”
Forgette said. “I don’t feel any
different.”

Forgette uses a walker to help
her get around, but other than the
decline in her eyesight, she said
she has no major ailments. She
said she doesn’t make regular
visits to the doctor. She just goes
when she feels she has to.

“I’m blessed,” she said. “I’ve
always had really good health. I
haven’t had anything wrong with
me.”

Forgette was born and raised
in Jacksonville. She said she
enjoyed playing outdoors. That
included roller skating.

“I roller skated every year
when it got cold,” Forgette
said. “It was too hot in the
summertime.”

She thought she was going to
be an only child until her brother,
Tom, was born. He was 7 years
younger than her.

“He was a good man,” Forgette
said. “He’s gone to be with the
Lord now, but I tell you, he was
my mainstay.”

As is often the case with

Violet Forgette of Starke
celebrated her 100th
birthday on Jan. 19. She
was joined by family and
friends for a meal at Cedar
River Seafood in Starke.
Photos by Cliff Smelley.

siblings growing up, they
quarreled despite their love for
each other. Forgette recalled a

funny incident later in life when
she said something in front of
her mother about how she and
Tom fought a lot with each other
as children. Her mother asked,
“You did?”

“She was there,” Forgette said,
laughing. “How she didn’t hear
us fussing, I don’t know.”

Forgette  graduated from
Landon High School, which
ceased to be after the 1964-65
school year, transitioning to
Landon Middle School. (The
school has since become a
magnet school — Julia Landon
College Preparatory Leadership
Development School.)

“I lived only two blocks from
it,” Forgette said of the school
building, which was built in
1926.

Jacksonville was home until
Forgette married Everett Marvin
Stallings, who was a Marine.
Due to his service, the family
made several moves over the
course of about 10 years.

“Every three years...I packed
up the four kids and the cat
and the dog, and we took off,”
Forgette said, adding, “I was
used to it. It didn’t bother me a
bit. I enjoyed living different
places and meeting different
people.”

Forgette met Stallings (now
deceased) when he was stationed
at Naval Air Station Jacksonville.

“He was a good man. He really
was,” Forgette said. “He was fun
to be with.”

Forgette gave birth to four
children: Marvina Steadman,
Dan Stallings, Richard Stallings
and Melanie Dyer.

“Early on, I wanted to get
married and have four children,”
Forgette said. “I did it.”

God has always been a big
part of Forgette’s life. Finding
a church home was important
every time the family moved.

“The first thing we’d do (after
moving to a new home) is we’d
go to church that first Sunday,”
Forgette said. “You’d always
meet nice people. It was just
good.”

Forgette taught Sunday school
and attended First Baptist Church
of Starke.

“It was my life,” she said.

Two of Forgette’s children are
still living: Marvina Steadman
and Dan Stallings. She lives with
Steadman.

“She’s a jewel,” Forgette said
of her daughter. “I don’t know
what I'd do without her, to be
honest with you. She’s so good
to me.”

Forgette credits Steadman for
the birthday celebrations she

enjoys.
“I never think about (my
birthday) until it comes,”

Forgette said. “Marvina is in
charge of it.”

She may not think of her
birthdays until they arrive, but
Forgette did admit to somebody
at that Jan. 19, 2024, was worth
having a celebration on. After

Violet Forgette (seated) is pictured with her birthday
cake, balloons and gifts. She is joined by her son Dan
Stallings and daughter Marvina Steadman.

all, how often does one celebrate
being 100 years old?

Such longevity often prompts
media outlets to pose the
question: “What is the secret to
your long life?”

Of course, there is no secret.

“You just live each day as it
comes,” Forgette said.

And with each day comes
giving thanks to God.

“I know that the Lord has
blessed me,” Forgette said. “I
couldn’t have done anything
without Him.”

Forgette may not feel like
she’s as old as she is, but, with a
twinkle in her eye, she said, “T’1l
try to remember I'm 100 and
behave accordingly.”

Violet Forgette (right)
receives a kiss from
Evelyn Fleck.

New Worlds
Initiative,
BCEF helping
children
receive books

Through the efforts locally of
the Bradford County Education
Foundation, families in Bradford
County can learn about Florida’s
New Worlds Reading Initiative
at various events, which are free
to attend.

New Worlds Reading Initiative
delivers free books to children
in grades 1-5 (as well as pre-K)
monthly.

Six upcoming events will be
held locally so that families can
learn more. Each child will take
home a new book. Dinner will
be provided from 5:45 p.m. until
6:15 p.m., followed by reading
and activities until 7:15 p.m.

The schedule of events is as
follows:

—Thursday, Jan. 25, at
Madison Street Baptist Church

in Starke.
—Wednesday, Feb. 21, at
Church of God by Faith in Starke.
—Tuesday, March 5, at
Bradford Elementary School.
—Monday, March 18, at

Bradford County Public Library
in Starke.

—Tuesday, April 9, at the
Bradford County School Board
meeting room in Starke.

—Thursday, April 11, at First
Church of Starke (formerly First
United Methodist Church of
Starke).

All you have to do to attend is
register at bradfordschools.org or
on the Bradford County School
District Facebook page.

For more information, please
contact Lila Sellars at 904-966-
6018 or sellars.lila@mybradford.
us.

BCEF selling
chances to
enter 3 prize
drawings

The Bradford County
Education Foundation is holding
a drawing for three prizes, with
the winners being announced
at the Saturday, Feb. 3, North
Florida Regional Chamber of
Commerce annual meeting/
banquet.

Two prizes are vacation
packages. One (donated by
Carrie Crews) is a four-day,
three-night stay at The Blissful
Bear cabin in Ellijay, Georgia,
while the other (donated by
Drew Reddish) is a seven-day
stay in October at Ocean Gallery
Condo in St. Augustine.

Tickets to enter the drawings
for the vacation packages are $50

each, with 100 tickets only being
sold for each.

The third prize is a 10x10
storage shed, donated by Frank
Sheffield. Tickets to enter the
drawing are $100 each, with 200
total being sold.

Tickets for either drawing can
be purchased at Capital City
Bank in Starke or from any BCEF
board member: Cheryl Canova,
Christina ~ Cornwell,  Sheryl
Dixon, Brenda Donaldson, Justin
Durrance, Matt Dyal, Lisa Gault,
Will Hartley, Vorease Jones,
Keith Kirby, Sarah Long, Dimple
Overstreet, Paula Register, Lila
Sellars, Leisa Sims, Chrissy
Thompson, Brenda Thornton,
Kara Wainwright and Eugenia
Whitehead.

You can also reach out on
the Bradford County Education
Foundation Facebook page.

The Bradford County
Education Foundation is a
nonprofit organization that was

established in 1990 by citizens to
support the county’s schools.

Mentoring
group to
benefit from
Feb. 13
bingo-spades
fundraiser

A bingo fundraiser/spades
tournament will be  held
on Tuesday, Feb. 13, at the
Downtown Grill in Starke to
benefit the student mentoring
group 12 Guys in Bow Ties and
12 Girls in Pearls.

To play bingo, it’s $20 for a
card in each of the 10 games.
Extra cards can be purchased for
$5 each. Prizes will be awarded
to all winners.

The spades tournament (for
ages 18 and up) will consist of
up to 20 teams at an entry fee of
$50 per team. First place wins 50
percent of the entry fee total. The
tournament format is Big Joker,
Lil Joker, Deuce of Diamonds
and Deuce of Spades.

Team entry fees for the spades
tournament must be paid by
Tuesday, Feb. 6, via CashApp
($12GMentoring) or PayPal
(12gibt.12gip@gmail.com).
Team registration will take place
at 3:45 p.m. on the day of the
tournament.

Twenty percent of food
purchases will be donated toward
the mentoring group as well, so
even if you don’t play bingo or
spades, show up and enjoy the
entertainment.

For more information, please
contact Edrick Hamilton at 904-
364-0868 or 12gibt.12gip@
gmail.com.
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e Band

e Tennis ® Golf

businesses.

The Telegraph/Times/Monitor encourage you to:

Dine.

Benefit Local Civic & Community Groups

Our community merchants support local Civic,
Educational, Student and School Activities including:

e Football e Pop Warner
e Baseball e Softball

e Student Clubs e FFA @ KRA e 4-H

e Scouting Groups & Explorers

e Churches, Church Groups & Events

e Senior Citizens Organizations

e Food Banks e Health & Wellness Programs

e Veterans Groups, Organizations & Events
When local businesses do well, so do students and local

organizations which help build and strengthen the
fabric of our community.

Your local merchant wants to help support these
community groups and activities, but they need your
support in order to continue.

O

e

Fulfill your family's wants and needs by buying locally!
Invest in your own community by supporting local

¢

e '.a—-"""'-:’"\
V,
."/
——

Build Communities’ Economic Foundations

Supporting local small businesses including restaurants,

goods and services means investing in our present and

our future :

e Keep money in the neighborhood. Locally
owned businesses recirculate 70% more money
back into their own local community than big box
chain stores and restaurants.

e Embrace what makes us unique. Where we
shop, eat, work, play and hang out makes our
communities home. If we wanted to live
someplace that was like everywhere else, we
wouldn't be living in this region of Florida.

¢ Get better service. In a local business you know
the person behind the counter and they know you.
They have a deeper understanding of the products
and services they are selling and they take the time

to serve their customers.

e Create & keep good jobs. Small local
businesses are the largest employer nationally and
account for the vast majority of job growth.
Growing local businesses mean more jobs for
residents and more taxes to invest in our own
communities, churches, schools and groups.

SUPPORT ° STRENGTi—IEN e BUILD OUR COMMUNITY
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Zeke Malphurs was the best pound-for-pound lifter

at the Powerlifting America Jacksonville Open
Championships. Pictured (I-r) are Cash Cox, Dustin
Griffis, Malphurs and Bryan Griffis. Malphurs and Cox
both train with Bryan and Dustin Griffis at Raiford
Wreckshop.

Malphurs is top lifter
at Jan. 20 Jacksonville
Open Championships

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Zeke Malphurs of Lake Butler
set three state records and won
the Raw Sub Junior class at the
seventh annual Powerlifting
America Jacksonville Open
Championships, which were held
Jan. 20 at Steel Mill Crossfit and
Gym in Fleming Island.

Malphurs, a 16-year-old who
trains with Bryan Griffis at
Raiford Wreckshop, compiled
a 1,234.6-pound total, which
put him in first place by 518.1
pounds.

He did more than win his
class. Malphurs, who weighs 178
pounds, was named the meet’s
best pound-for-pound lifter.

“He’s something else,” said
Griffis, nothing that it was
Malphurs’ first competition in
more than a year.

LOUD,
CLEAR,

FREE!

In the squat, Malphurs did
totals of 391.3 and 407.9 before
his best attempt of 424 4. Griffis
believes Malphurs could’ve done
450 if he had attempted it.

Malphurs bench pressed 314.2
after starting out at 303.1.

After a 479.5 total on his first
deadlift attempt, Malphurs was
unsuccessful on his attempt of
496. He attempted the total again
on his final attempt, which was

good.
Malphurs, a  sophomore,
began training with Griffis

when he was in eighth grade. He
trained alongside such lifters as
Brianna Bracewell (née Jordan),
Courtney Comer and Mihailya
Reeves — lifters who’ve all won
championships in powerlifting
and in high-school competition.

See LIFT, page 10

FREE
from the
State of

Florida

Hope boys
hoops team is
undefeated

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

The Hope Christian Academy
boys basketball team improved
to 12-0 with a 65-27 win over
host Northside Christian on Jan.
18.

It was the largest margin of
victory for the Lions since they
opened the season with a 78-47
win over Hart 2 Hart on Nov. 27.
It was the sixth time Hope has
defeated an opponent by more
than 20 points.

Hope hasn’t been tested much
this season, with only five games
being decided by single digits.
The Lions’ closest victory was
53-52 against First Assembly
Christian on Dec. 5. That’s just
one of two losses First Assembly
has suffered this season.

The Lions played First
Assembly again this past
Tuesday.

For the season, Hope is
scoring an average of 61 points
per game, while opponents are
averaging 43 points.

Hope’s average margin of
victory is 18 points.

The Lions travel to Trenton
to play Riverside Christian
on Thursday, Jan. 25, at 7:30
p.m. They then return home to
play Jacksonville’s First Coast
Christian on Friday, Jan. 26, at 7
p.m.

Hope begins a three-game road
stretch on Monday, Jan. 29, when
it travels to play Gainesville
Christian Community at 7 p.m.
The Lions travel to Jacksonville
to play Old Plank Christian
on Tuesday, Jan. 30, at 7 p.m.,
followed by a Friday, Feb. 2,
game at Valdosta, Georgia’s
Open Bible Christian at 7 p.m.

This year’s team consists of
Julio Casielles, Marcus Chever,
Luke Drew, Brice Flint, Tavian
Frazier, Noah Gaffney, Mathew
Galer, Wyatt Gauthier, Zach
Hansen, Jude Hanson, Lance
Loften, Mason Masciocchi,
Griffin McCloud, Walker
Munroe, Dalton Thomas and
Aiden Wilson.

XLCS8
Amplifies up
to 50 dBs

Bradford’s Mattox Burgin (right) goes up for a shot as
teammate Mikey Oliver looks on. Keystone’s Bryce
Hollingsworth (background) is also pictured. Photos

by Cliff Smelley.

BHS take 68-51
win over KHHS

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

A 15-2 run that began in the
latter stages of the third quarter
was enough to help the Bradford
High School boys basketball
team overcome a 20-plus-point,
20-plus-rebound  performance
by Keystone Heights’ Garrison
Teague in a 68-51 win on Jan. 19
in Starke.

Both teams entered the game
off two-game losing streaks,
but eight points by Race Black
during the late run helped the
Tornadoes (6-9) pull away.

The Indians (7-10) built an
early 9-2 lead, with Teague
scoring his team’s first six points
— all off offensive rebounds.

Bradford’s Damarion

16th
Annual

Hankerson made a three-pointer
and was also fouled on a three-
point attempt, making two free
throws to help the Tornadoes
make it 12-7 in favor of
Keystone. The Indians closed
out the first quarter by scoring
five of its final seven points,
with Teague scoring off another
offensive rebound and Darrion
Grady scoring off a steal and
making the free-throw attempt
he earned for getting fouled on

the play.
Hankerson scored the first
eight points of the second

quarter. He made his second
three-point shot of the night and
was then fouled on a three-point
attempt following a Keystone
turnover, which also saw the

See HOOPS, page 12

BHS girls
follow up
KHHS win
with defeat of
Suwannee

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Ar’Nayshia Griffin outscored
the entire Suwannee team as
the Bradford High School girls
basketball team defeated the
visiting Bulldogs 65-27 on Jan.
18.

Griffin scored 30 points for
the second game in a row.

It was also Bradford’s second
win in a row after losing two
straight.

Jada Hankerson got off to a
hot start for Bradford (10-7),
scoring off a wide-open layup
after Griffin won the opening tip.
Hankerson then made a three-
pointer before getting another
basket off a steal, putting the
Tornadoes up 7-0.

Suwannee (8-5) missed its first
six field-goal attempts before
getting on the board, courtesy of
a basket by Zjamyah Wilson.

Griffin scored nine of the
game’s next 17 points, beginning
with a three-pointer. She and
Hankerson combined for 18 first-
quarter points as Bradford went
into the second quarter leading
19-7.

Bradford went cold from the
field for a brief stretch after a
basket by Khamyra Hankerson,
missing five straight shot
attempts. A rebound putback
by Ajiyah Jackson put an end
to that and was the start of a
14-2 run to close out the first
half. Griffin scored two straight
baskets and then assisted on a
basket by Destiny Crum. Griffin
made 1 of 2 free-throw attempts
after getting fouled on a drive to
the basket before Kayla Evans
drained a three-point shot. Jada
Hankerson’s layup off a Griffin
assist sent the Tornadoes into
halftime leading 35-11.

The Tornadoes scored the first
10 points of the third quarter.
Griffin had two consecutive
baskets during that span, which
also included Jackson scoring off
an offensive rebound, drawing
a foul and making the awarded
free throw.

See BHS, page 10

CELL PHONE
AMPLIFIERS

- Volume & tone settings

- Built-In Answering
Machine (XLC8)

2 XLCgo
Easy to Qualify: Eglﬁe?o?ﬁh”

Florida Resident Apply by Phone:

-O h f 3 - - =
-H;\irata I?I:a?(?nc; Loss 800-222 3.448 Ap"l ﬁth, 2024
or Speech Disorder Apply Online:

WWW.FTRI.ORG/FREE he Rotary Club of Starke is asking for sponsorships for this year's Beast Feast.

Proceeds from this year's Beast Feast will be donated to the Peter Gianas
Scholarship fund. This Scholarship is given to a student in this community that
embodies who Peter Gianas was and wants to continue their education. To sponsor our
event, we have multiple levels to choose from. All sponsors will be recognized during
our event as well as being advertised on a banner for our attendees to see.
Title Sponsor
$2000
= 8 tickets, 4x6
banner, reserved
table at front,
social media
announcement.

Florida
Telecommunications
Relay, Inc.

Jackson
S Building Supply
Sewing O 1y For Ouer 00 Yoars”

* LUMBER & BUILDING MATERIALS  + HAND & POWER TOOLS
* PAINT, LADDERS & SUPPLIES  + HOME & FARM HARDWARE
* ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING SUPPLIES +BATHROOM VANITIES
* HOT WATER HEATERS

* LAWN & GARDEN

LAKE BUTLER
145 SW 6th Ave.

496-3079

y“"f B oy,
=

www.firkory

800-222-3448
www.ftri.org
RF24

If you would like to
sponsor our event,
please reach out to

a Rotary member or
call President Matt
Dyal (904-364-6072).
Tickets will be given
out when sponsorship
is purchased.

Gold Sponsor
$500

=4 tickets, 2x3
banner, social media
announcement

We look forward to
seeing many wonderful members in our community come
together to raise funds in honor of Dr. Peter Gianas and to
help our youth achieve higher education.

Wjuaaybe yore!

* METAL ROOFING & SHINGLES
* DOORS & WINDOWS

Blue Sponsor
$250

= 2x3 banner, social
media announcement

Jesus answered, “T am the way

STARKE and the truth and the life. No

US-3015 one comes to the Father except

964-6078 through me. John 14:6
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Keystone girls
defeat Lake
Butler 20-6 in
SMAC tourney

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Third seed Keystone Heights
defeated sixth seed Lake Butler
20-6 in the quarterfinals of the

Suwannee  Middle  Athletic
Conference girls  basketball
tournament on Jan. 22 in
Keystone.

Keystone’s season  would

come to an end with a loss to
second seed Williston in the Jan.
23 semifinals.

The Indians scored six points
in the opening quarter. Raven
Bastin had a steal that eventually
led to her jump shot for the first
points of the game. Briythen

Raven Bastin
prepares to put
up a shot for
Keystone in the
Indians’ SMAC
quarterfinal win
over Lake Butler.
The Indians’
season ended

in the semifinal
round. Photos by
Cliff Smelley.

Cooper added the second basket,
followed by Taylor Hall scoring
after a steal by Alexandera
Papaiouannou.

Maria Papaiouannou had the

only basket in the second quarter
as Keystone went into halftime
leading 8-0.

Keystone had a couple of
steals to start the third quarter,

with Alexandera Papaiouannou
scoring off one by Cooper
to make it a 10-0 game. The
Indians got baskets from Bastin
and Cooper to go up 14-0 before
Lake Butler’s Alayah Jefferson
finally put her team on the board.

Cooper scored off her
own steal, while Alexandera
Papaiouannou had a basket off
an offensive rebound to send the
Indians into the fourth quarter
leading 18-2.

The Tigers scored the first
four points of the final quarter,
getting two free throws from
Latoya Hampton and a basket by
Ivy Wilson, which was set up by
Graci Jenkins’ steal.

Maria Papaiouannou had the
last score of the game.

Cooper led Keystone with six
points, while Bastin, Alexandera
Papaiouannou and Maria
Papaiouannou each had four.
Hall added two points.

Lake Butler’s Tessa Warren (left) dribbles past
Keystone’s Andrea Brody.

BHS

Continued from page 9

Griffin had three of her 10-
plus rebounds at the start of the
fourth quarter. She rebounded a
Suwannee missed shot, dribbled
the length of the court and put up
a shot, which didn’t go in. She
grabbed the rebound and missed
another shot attempt, but again
rebounded the miss, this time
putting it back in for a basket and

a 55-16 lead.

The final quarter began with
six straight points by Griffin,
who finished the quarter with 10.

Jada Hankerson was the team’s
second-leading scorer with 15
points. Bradford also got seven
points from Jackson, five points
from Khamyra Hankerson,
three points each from Crum
and Evans and two points from
Kailyn Teal.

Bradford entered the game off
a 69-38 win over host Keystone
Heights on Jan. 16.

The Indians (1-16) got
five points each from Alana
Anderson and Yasmin Bryant
and trailed by only three entering
the second quarter. Bradford got
10 points from Jackson and eight
points from Griffin in outscoring
Keystone 18-8 for a 35-22
halftime lead.

Griffin scored 13 points in
the fourth quarter in finishing
with her game-high 30. Jackson
and Crum had 16 and 10 points,
respectively, with  Bradford
also getting six from Khamyra

Hankerson, four from Jada
Hankerson, two from Nyasia
Lopey and one from Teal.

Keystone made six three-
pointers, getting two each from
Bryant and Riley Shuford.
Bryant led the Indians with eight
points, while Anderson and
Daisy Hubbard each had seven.
Shuford finished with six, while
Keystone also got four from
Kenley Shepherd and three each
from McKinlee Kirkland and
Kadence Massey.

1 Free Trading Post

B FORSALE BY OWNER

B FREEADS Sk & o %k k&

B The Telegraph / Times / Monitor REGIONAL CLASSIFIED ADS
will run your for sale by owner ad for free.

ACT NOW! If interested, email up to 20 words to

classads@bctelegraph.com by 12PM every Monday.
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TRADING POST fsho
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o TRUCKS e
 TRACTORS
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BOATS o
ENGINES
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Your ad will run for 2 weeks only.

AVAILABLE TO REGIONAL RESIDENTS ONLY
you must include your contact info, name, phone, location.

To re-run your ad, you must email again.
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LAND
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For more information, contact us at (904)-964-6305.
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= Users/responders release liabality toward this paper, publzsher, its agents or representatives who are not liable for any mistakes, errors, misrepresentations.
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APPLICATIONS
Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our orangeWOOd Lake Butler
182BRApartments He & | | Apartments Apartments
non-HC Units. Central AC/ | | 801 South Water Street 1, 2, 3&4
Heat, on-site laundry, Starke, FL 32091 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
playground, private, quiet 904-964-4214 HC & Non-HC accessible.
atmosphere. TDD/TTY 711 1005 SW 6th St.
Accepting Applications! Lake Butler, FL
1 (I).&cgte(tihon %'165 Rental Assistance! 386-496-3141
Stara FL | | 12 &8 becroom HC & Nor R TDt'D/TATY I_71 : |
J HC il rtments. ccepting Applications!
Call 904-964-7295 | [ " oo T Rental Assistance!
TDD/TTY 711 opportunity provider, and employer.” “This institufionis an equal
“Equal Housing Opportunity” “Equal Housing Opportunity” °pp°£§ﬂ§(,§’gﬂ§'ﬂ§roi,”p%ﬁ’u“n‘ﬂﬁy o

LIFT

Continued from page 9

Griffis said those three lifters
took Malphurs under their wings.

Since he began training with
Griffis, Malphurs has made
tremendous strides physically.
He’s also improved mentally.
Griffis said in the first-ever
competition  Malphurs  took
part in, he missed all three of
his bench-press attempts and
still had the deadlift and squat
events to compete in. Griffis told
Malphurs he had to get out of his
own head and quit overthinking
everything. All he had to do was
replicate what he was doing in
the weight room every day with

Griffis.

Malphurs finished that meet
having all successful lifts in both
the deadlift and the squat.

“After that meet, his confidence
started rising,” Griffis said.

Malphurs drew alot of attention
at the recent Jacksonville Open
Championships. Once people
became aware that he was setting
records, they gathered around
the platform when he was lifting,
taking photos and video and
congratulating him.

There was a time when it
all probably would’ve been
overwhelming and affected his
performance, but not now.

“He was smiling the whole
time,” Griffis said.
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Classified Advertising should be paid in advance unless credit has already been established with the
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placed by phone are read back to the advertiser at the time of placement. However, the classified staff
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ertisements at any time. Only
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OUT OF AREA CLASSIFIED ADS

large. Steve 508-932-4095.

www.LieDetectionFL.com

about our specials!

property ready when calling!
Other

Collectibles
Collector buying old sports cards. Baseball, basketball,
hockey and football. prefer pre 1980. No collection too

Legal Services
LIE DETECTION SERVICES - Corporate, Criminal, HR, &
Immigration Matters. BBB A+ Rated Firm. (800)224-1320.

Home Improvement/Service
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION: A small
amount of water can lead to major damage and mold
growth in your home. Our trusted professionals do
complete repairs to protect your family and your home's
value! Call 24/7: 1-866-782-4060 Have zip code of
service location ready when you call!

Home Improvement/Service
PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and affordably.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, Spiders and other
pests. Locally owned and affordable. Call for a quote
orinspection today 1-877-644-9799 Have zip code of

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE to fund the SEARCH FOR
MISSING CHILDREN. FAST FREE PICKUP. 24 hour response.

Running or not. Maximum Tax Deduction and No Emission

Test Required! Call 24/7: 866-471-2576
Home Improvement/Service

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM DAMAGE?

You need a local expert provider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free estimate. Financing
available.Call1-888-967-1158 Have zip code of

property ready when calling!

Home Improvement/Service
Don't Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! Our home
warranty covers ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. We
stand by our service and if we can't fix it, we'll replace it!
Pick the plan that fits your budget! Call: 1-888-521-2793
Home Improvement/Service
UPDATE YOUR HOME with Beautiful New Blinds & Shades.
FREE in-home estimates make it convenient to shop from
home. Professional installation. Top quality - Made in
the USA. Call for free consultation: 866-636-1910. Ask

958-2473.

Medical

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY USERS! Discover Oxygen
Therapy That Moves with You with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentrators. FREE information kit. Call 844-

Home Improvement/Service
PROTECT YOUR HOME from pests safely and affordably.
Pest, rodent, termite and mosquito control. Call for a
quote or inspection today 888-498-0446

Home Improvement/Service

BATH & SHOWER UPDATESin as little asONE
DAY!Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available. Call: 888-460-226412.

Home Improvement/Service
NEED NEW WINDOWS? Drafty rooms? Chipped or

damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New,

connecting.

energy efficient windows may be the answer! Call for a
consultation & FREE quote today. 1-888-993-3693.
You will be asked for the zip code of the property when

Medical

YOU MAY QUALIFY for disability benefits if you have are
between 52-63 years old and under a doctor's care for

ahealth condition that prevents you from working for a
year or more, Call now! 1-888-222-1801.

CLA

DEADUINT

SSIFIEDS

Dow't Miss me

TUESDAY by 12 pm

\_CALL 904-964-6305 OR EMAIL CLASSADS@BCTELEGRAPH.COM J

CLASS ADS
01/25/24

40
Notices

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.
All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968 in which
makes it illegal to advertise “any
preference, limitation or discrimi-
nation
based
on race,
color,
religion,
sex or
national
origin, or
an inten-
tion to
make any
such pref-
erence,
limita-
tion or

HERITAGE VILLAS

Accepting Applications for
1 &2 BR Apts

TDD 771

This Institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider

discrimination.” Familial status
includes children under the age

of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of children
under 18. This newspaper will not
knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate in which is in violation
of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspaper are available
on an equal opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimination, call HUD
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777, the
toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
For further information call Florida
Commission on Human Relations,
Lisa Sutherland 850-488-7082 ext.
#1005

50
For Rent

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 bedroom MH,
clean, close to prison. Call 352-468-
1323

WELL DRILLING

2 Hr.

PUMP
SERVICE

964-7061 |

STATE LICENSE

DURRANCE PUMP

NEWLY RENOVATED 2BR/2BA
SW, 3BR/2BA DW Lake Butler. No
pets. 18 acres for sale. Starke-Lake
Butler. 1-678-438-6828

2BR/1BA MH $900/mo., 3BR/2BA
$1100/mo., 3BR/1BA $1000/mo.

in Raiford. Lawn care included. No
smokers, no pets. 1st/last & security
deposit required. Leave message
or send text if no answer. 904-662-
3735.

53A
Yard Sales

YARD SALE; 11274 SW 106th Ave.,
Hampton. All kinds of stuff, nothing
over $25. Fri. & Sat. 9am-3pm.

59
Personal Services

IRISH LADY available to care

for sick or elderly person. Light
housekeeping, cooking, shopping,
doctors appts. as needed. Excellent
references.(CNA). Please call Anya

561-914-0657.

65
Help Wanted

THE BRADFORD COUNTY Road
Department is currently accepting
applications for a full-time, qualified
heavy equipment operator at a pay
rate to be determined by level of ex-
perience. Applicants must possess a
High School Diploma or G.E.D. and
a valid current Class B Florida driv-
er’s license is preferred. Applicants
must complete and pass a field test
to be considered for hire. Applica-
tions along with a job description
may be obtained from the Bradford
County Road Department, 812 B
North Grand St. in Starke or from
the county’s website at www.brad-
fordcountvfl.sov. The deadline for
accepting applications is February
1, 2024, before the close of busi-
ness. Bradford County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. For ques-
tions, please call 904-966-6243.

Set Right Mobile Homes

Specializing In Relocations, Re-Levels, Set-Ups & Disposal

Rodney A. Carmichael, Owner

Email: set_right homes@yahoo.com

904-364-6383

Licensed » Bonded * Insured * Lic# IH/1025656




Legal Notices

Thursday, Jan. 25, 2024 - Telegraph, Times & Monitor

1

Legals for the week of Jan. 25,
2024

BRADFORD

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR

TAX DEED
Notice is hereby given that VG
SOLO401K PLAN & TRUST the
holder of the following certificate has
filed said certificate for a tax deed
to be issued thereon. The certificate
number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and
names in which it was assessed are
as follows:
Certificate Number: 392
Year of Issuance: 2020
Parcel Number: 01513-0-00000
Case Number: 04-2023-TD-0042
Description of Property: 23 5S 22
LOT 19, ALSO: COM NE COR OF
LOT 19. E80’, S274°, W130’, N74' TO
SW COR LOT 19, EAST TO SE COR
OF LOT 19, N TO POB. EX: S1/2
Name in Which Assessed: 360
DEGREEZ CONSULTING LLC
Name on last tax roll, if different:
All said property being in the County
of Bradford, State of Florida. Unless
such certificate or certificates shall be
redeemed according to law the
property described in such certificate
or certificates will be sold to the
highest bidder at the BRADFORD
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE,
FL on 03/13/2024, at 11:00 AM, or
any subsequently scheduled sale
date.
Denny Thompson,
Clerk Of The Circuit Court
Bradford County, Florida
BY: KYRAH SMITH
Deputy Clerk
Contact the Tax Deed Office at
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount
necessary to redeem
DATED: January 9, 2024
DATE OF PUBLICATION: 01-11-
2024 / 01-18-2024 / 01-25-2024 / 02-
01-2024

1/11 4tchg 2/1-BCT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR

TAX DEED
Notice is hereby given that SHIRLEY
R PICKFORD REVOCABLE TRUST
the holder of the following certificate
has filed said certificate for a tax deed
to be issued thereon. The certificate
number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and
names in which it was assessed are
as follows:
Certificate Number: 734
Year of Issuance: 2017
Parcel Number: 02612-0-00100
Case Number: 2023-TD-0038
Description of Property: A parcel of
land lying in Block 1 North, Range 2
East of Simon J. Temple’s Subdivision
as per plat thereof recorded in Deed
Book C, Page 424 of the public
records of Bradford County, Florida,
and being more particularly described
as follows:
Commence at the initial point of
Simon J. Temple’s Subdivision said
initial point being located at the
intersection of the center line of the
right of way of the Seaboard Air Line
Railroad and the center line of Market
Road (formerly Center Street). From
said initial point run South 72 degrees
and 15 minutes East along said center
line of Market Road (formerly Center
Street) a distance of 516.8 feet to a
point; run thence North 15 degrees
and 54 minutes East a distance of
30 feet to a concrete monument;
run thence South 72 degrees and
15 minutes East along the Northerly
boundary of the right of way of said
Market Road a distance of 312.87
feet to a concrete monument for point
of beginning.
From point of beginning thus
described continue South 72 degrees
and 15 minutes East along said
Northerly boundary a distance of 65
feet to a concrete monument; run
thence North 17 degrees, 25 minutes
and 10 seconds East a distance of
160 feet to a point; run thence North
72 degrees and 15 minutes West
a distance of 65 feet to concrete
monument; run thence South 17
degrees, 25 minutes and 10 seconds
West a distance of 160 feet to point
of beginning.
Name in Which Assessed: LEVY
MCCLOUD
Name on last tax roll, if different:
All of said property being in the
County of Bradford, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate or certificates
shall be
redeemed according to law the
property described in such certificate
or certificates will be sold to the
highest bidder at the BRADFORD
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE,
FL on 3/13/2024, at 11:00 AM, or any
subsequently scheduled sale date.
Denny Thompson,
Clerk Of The Circuit Court
Bradford County, Florida
BY: KANETRA JENKINS,
Deputy Clerk
Contact the Tax Deed Office at
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount
necessary to redeem.
DATED: January 9, 2024
DATE OF PUBLICATION: JANUARY
11, 2024; JANUARY 18, 2024;
JANUARY 25, 2024; FEBRUARY 1,
2024

1/11 4tchg 2/1-BCT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR
TAX DEED
Notice is hereby given that SHIRLEY
R PICKFORD REVOCABLE TRUST
the holder of the following certificate
has filed said certificate for a tax deed
to be issued thereon. The certificate

number and year of issuance, the
description of the property, and
names in which it was assessed are
as follows:
Certificate Number: 1168
Year of Issuance: 2017
Parcel Number: 05079-0-01001
Case Number: 2023-TD-0032
Description of Property:
Commence at the Southwest corner
of Lot 9 of Block 7 of said Town of
Hampton and run N 01°25’06"W,
along the West line of Lots 9, 10,
11 and 12 of said Block 7 and along
the Easterly R/W line of Florida
Avenue (a 50’ platted street) for
a distance of 100.00 feet to the
Northwest corner of said Lot 12 of
Block 7; thence run S 88°28’54”W,
along a Westerly prolongation of the
North line of said Lot 12 of Block 7,
for a distance of 25.00 feet to the
centerline of said Florida Avenue
for the Point of Beginning. From the
Point of Beginning thus described run
S 01°25’06”E, along the centerline of
said Florida Avenue, for a distance
of 125.00 feet to the intersection of
the centerline of said Florida Avenue
and Plum Street (50’ platted street);
thence run S 88°29'49"W, along the
centerline of said Plum Street, for a
distance of 25.00 feet; thence run
N 01°25'06"W, along the Westerly
R/W line of said Florida Avenue,
for a distance of 25.00 feet to the
Southeast corner of Lot 8 of Block
10 of said Town of Hampton; thence
continue N 01°25°06” W, along the
Westerly R/W line of said Florida
Avenue and along the East line of
Lots 8, 7, 6 and 5 of said Block 10,
for a distance of 100.00 feet to the
Northeast corner of said Lot 5 of
Block 10, thence run N 88°28’54"E,
along an Easterly prolongation of the
North line of said Lot 5 of Block 10, for
a distance of 25.00 feet to the Point of
Beginning.
Name in Which Assessed: TERESA
A EVANS; WILLIAM T LANEY;
MARTHA G LANEY
Name on last tax roll, if different:
TERESAALANEY ET AL
All of said property being in the
County of Bradford, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate or certificates
shall be
redeemed according to law the
property described in such certificate
or certificates will be sold to the
highest bidder at the BRADFORD
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE,
FL on 3/13/2024, at 11:00 AM, or any
subsequently scheduled sale date.
Denny Thompson,
Clerk Of The Circuit Court
Bradford County, Florida
BY: KANETRA JENKINS,
Deputy Clerk
Contact the Tax Deed Office at
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount
necessary to redeem.
DATED: January 9, 2024
DATE OF PUBLICATION: JANUARY
11, 2024; JANUARY 18, 2024;
JANUARY 25, 2024; February 1,
2024

1/11 4tchg 2/1-BCT

NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR

TAX DEED
Notice is hereby given that MIKON
FINACIAL SERVICES, INC AND
OCEAN BANK the holder of the
following certificate has filed said
certificate for a tax deed to be issued
thereon. The certificate number and
year of issuance, the description of
the property, and names in which it
was assessed are as follows:
Certificate Number: 949
Year of Issuance: 2021
Parcel Number: 05488-A-00600
Case Number. 2023-TD-0040
Description of Property: Lots 20, 21,
22 Smokerise Subdivision as per plat
thereof recorded in Plat Book 3, Page
33 of the Public Records of Bradford
County, Florida
Name in Which Assessed: JACQUES
TODD CALDWELL AS TENANTS
IN COMMON; MARY JEANNE
CALDWELLCABANEL AS TENANTS
IN COMMON
Name on last tax roll, if different:
JACQUES T CALDWELL ET AL
All of said property being in the
County of Bradford, State of Florida.
Unless such certificate or certificates
shall be redeemed according to
law the property described in such
certificate or certificates will be sold to
the highest bidder at the BRADFORD
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STARKE,
FL on 3/13/2024, at 11:00 AM, or any
subsequently scheduled sale date.
Denny Thompson,
Clerk Of The Circuit Court
Bradford County, Florida
BY: KANETRA JENKINS,
Deputy Clerk
Contact the Tax Deed Office at
904-966-6280 to obtain the amount
necessary to redeem.
DATED: January 9, 2024
DATE OF PUBLICATION: JANUARY
11, 2024; JANUARY 18, 2024;
JANUARY 25, 2024; FEBRUARY 1,
2024

1/11 4tchg 2/1-BCT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
To satisfy the owner’s storage lien,
KO Storage LLC will sell at public
lien sale on February 21, 2024. The
personal property in the below-listed
units, which may include but are not
limited to: Household goods, boxes/
totes/bags, clothing, bedding, tools
and toys. The public sale of these
items will begin at 10AM on February
14,2024 and end at 2PM on February
21, 2024. The public sale will take
place on www.storagetreasures.com.
KO Storage of Starke - S Walnut St,
1650 South Walnut Street, Starke FL

32091, (952) 314-7121
Time: 02:00PM CST
A43, Mcmiller, Jamie, A45, Hurlbert,
Monica, B13, Sofield, Ashley, B23,
Shell, Curtis
Public sale terms, rules, and
regulations will be made available
on www.storagetreasures.com. All
sales are subject to cancellation. We
reserve the right to refuse any bid.
Payment must be by credit/debit card,
we do not accept checks or cash.
Buyers must secure the units with
their own personal locks. To claim
tax-exempt status, original RESALE
certificates for each space purchased
is required. By KO Storage LLC,
10301 Wayzata Blvd,
Minnetonka, MN 55305. (952)-314-
7121.

1/18 2tchg 1/25-BCT

NOTICE OF INTENT TO

USE UNIFORM METHOD OF
COLLECTING NON-AD VALOREM

SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS AND

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Board of County Commissioners
(the “Board”) of Bradford County,
Florida (the “County”) hereby
provides notice, pursuant to Section
197.3632(3)(a), Florida Statutes,
of its intent to use the uniform
method of collecting non-ad valorem
assessments for more than one year
to fund annual costs incurred by the
County in providing fire protection
and emergency medical services.
The uniform method allows for
the collection of non-ad valorem
assessments, sometimes referred
to as special assessments, on
the annual property tax bill mailed
each November by the county tax
collector. The Board will consider the
adoption of a resolution electing to
use the uniform collection method,
commencing in November 2024, at a
public hearing to be held at 6:30 p.m.
on February 15, 2024, at the County
Commission Chambers located at
945 North Temple Avenue, Starke,
Florida 32091.
Such resolution will state the need
for the levy and will contain a legal
description of the boundaries of the
real property subject to the levy. The
non-ad valorem assessments may
be levied within the entire County;
provided, however, that the imposition
and collection of non-ad valorem
assessments from any incorporated
area of the County shall be subject
to the consent by ordinance of the
governing body of the affected
municipality as required by section
125.01(1)(q), Florida Statutes. The
resolution does not impose any
assessments, it only preserves
the County’s ability to collect
assessments on the annual property
tax bill beginning in November 2024,
if the Board takes additional steps
before then to impose fire protection
assessments. Such additional steps
include public hearing and mailed
notice at least twenty (20) days before
the public hearing to all owners of real
property subject to the assessments.
Copies of the proposed form of
resolution are on file at the office
of the County Manager, 945 North
Temple Avenue, Starke, Florida
32091. All interested persons are
invited to attend the public hearing.
In the event any person decides to
appeal any decision by the Board with
respect to any matter relating to the
consideration of the resolution at the
referenced public hearing, a record
of the proceeding may be needed
and in such an event, such person
may need to ensure that a verbatim
record of the public hearing is made,
which record includes the testimony
and evidence on which the appeal is
to be based.
In accordance with the American
with Disabilities Act, persons needing
a special accommodation of an
interpreter to participate in these
proceedings should contact the
County Manager at (904) 966-6327,
at least 48 hours prior to the time of
the hearing.
Board of County Commissioners of

Bradford County, Florida
1/18 4tchg 2/8-BCT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN
AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY,
FLORIDA
CASE NO.: 04-2023-CA-364
DIVISION:
CALEB Z. BRYANT,
Plaintiff,

V.
ROBERT ROCKY BERNIER JR.,
JOSEPH BERNIER and MICHAEL
ANTHONY BERNIER SR., as the
known intestate heirs of Joanne
Bernier; and any and all of Joanne
Bernier’s other heirs, devisees,
grantees, administrators, creditors,
assigns, and any and all other
persons and parties claiming by,
through, under or against Joanne
Bernier, or any of the foregoing

unknown persons or parties,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
TO DEFENDANTS JOSEPH
BERNIER AND ANY AND ALL OF
JOANNE BERNIER'S OTHER
HEIRS, DEVISEES, GRANTEES,
ADMINISTRATORS, CREDITORS,
ASSIGNS, AND ANY AND ALL
OTHER PERSONS AND PARTIES
CLAIMING BY, THROUGH, UNDER
OR AGAINST JOANNE BERNIER,
OR ANY OF THE FOREGOING

UNKNOWN PERSONS OR
PARTIES, AND ALL OTHERS WHOM
IT MAY CONCERN:

YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to

foreclose a mortgage on the following
property in Bradford County, Florida:
See Exhibit A attached hereto and by
this reference made a part hereof,
has been filed against you and you
are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it on
Katelyn T. Hardwick, the plaintiff’s
attorney, whose address is 420 S.
Lawrence Blvd., Keystone Heights,
Florida 32656, on or before 30 days
from date of first publication and file
the original with the clerk of this court
either before service on the plaintiff’s
attorney or immediately thereafter;
otherwise a default will be entered
against you for the relief demanded in
the complaint or petition.
DATED: January 11, 2024.
DENNY THOMPSON
CLERK OF THE COURT
By Kyrah Smith
Deputy Clerk

EXHIBIT A
Parcel ID No.: 00551-0-00300
A parcel of land situated in the South
one half of the Northeast One Quarter
of Section 34, Township 5 South,
Range 21 East, Bradford County,
Florida; said parcel being more
particularly described as follows:
Commence at a concrete monument
at the Southeast corner of said
Northeast 1/4 and run South 89
degrees 39 minutes 07 seconds
West, along the South line of said
Northeast 1/4, a distance of 1429.18
feet to an iron pipe; thence run North
14 degrees 18 minutes 20 second
East, along the center-line of a sixty
(60) foot easement for utilities and
general road purposes, 972.48 feet;
thence run Northwesterly along said
center-line with a curve concave
Southeasterly, said curve having
a central angle of 27 degrees 29
minutes 14 seconds, an arc length
of 163.11 feet, a radius of 340.00
feet and chord bearing and distance
of North 28 degrees 02 minutes
57 seconds East, 161.55 feet to
the Point of Beginning; thence run
Northeasterly along said center-line
with a curve concave Southeasterly,
said curve having a central angle of
13 degrees 30 minutes 46 seconds,
an arc length of 80.19 feet, a radius
of 340.00 feet and chord bearing
and distance of North 48 degrees
32 minutes 57 seconds East, 80.00
feet; thence run North 55 degrees
18 minutes 20 seconds East, along
said center-line, 100.00 feet; thence
run South 55 degrees 11 minutes
40 seconds East, 405 feet, more or
less to the center-line of Gum Creek;
thence run Southwesterly along said
center-line to a point bearing South
53 degrees 41 minutes 40 seconds
East, from the Point of Beginning;
thence run North 53 degrees 41
minutes 40 seconds West, 445 feet to
the Point of Beginning.
Subject to an easement for utilities
and general road purposes across
the Westerly 30 feet thereof. Subject
to the easement right of way as
recorded in Deed Book 90, Page
377 of the public records of Bradford
County, Florida.
Together with a perpetual right of
ingress and egress over a right of
way constructed along the Westerly
boundary of the Northwest 1/4 of
Southwest 1/4 and Southwest 1/4 of
Northwest 1/4, Section 35, Township
5 South Range 21 East, as described
in Official Records Book 205, Page
570 of the public records of Bradford
County, Florida.
TOGETHER  WITH A 1983
CHAD mobile home, with ID
numbers GAFL2AD22056387 and
GAFL2BD22056387, which is located
thereon.

1/18 2tchg 1/25-BCT

PUBLIC AUCTION

Ron Denmark Mini Storage will hold

a public auction on 2/2/24 10:00am

at 2117 N. Temple Ave. Starke, FL

on the following units containing

personal items:

Unit # 42 — Belonging to P. Toney

UNIT # 81 — Belonging to A. Ramirez
1/25 2tchg 2/1-BCT

CITY COMMISSION MEETING
The City of Starke Florida will hold
a City Commission Meeting on
February 6, 2024 at 5:30 pm at City
Hall, 209 North Thompson Street,
Starke, Florida 32091 during which
the second reading and a vote will
occur for the following ordinances:

ORDINANCE NO. 2024-02
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
STARKE, FLORIDA, AMENDING
THE FUTURE LAND USE PLAN
MAP OF THE CITY OF STARKE
COMPREHENSIVE = PLAN, AS
AMENDED, RELATING TO AN
AMENDMENT OF MORE THAN
50 ACRES OF LAND, PURSUANT
TO AN APPLICATION, 1R230511A,
BY THE PROPERTY OWNER OF
SAID ACREAGE, UNDER THE
AMENDMENT PROCEDURES
ESTABLISHED IN  SECTIONS
163.3161 THROUGH 163.3248,
FLORIDASTATUTES,ASAMENDED;
PROVIDING FOR A CHANGE IN
THE LAND USE CLASSIFICATION
FROM COUNTY RESIDENTIAL,
LOW DENSITY (LESS THAN OR
EQUAL TO 2 DWELLING UNITS
PER ACRE) TO CITY HIGH
DENSITY RESIDENTIAL (MORE
THAN 8 LESS THAN 20 UNITS PER
ACRE) AND CITY COMMERCIAL
ON CERTAIN LANDS WITHIN THE
CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE CITY
OF STARKE, FLORIDA; PROVIDING
SEVERABILITY; REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
ORDINANCE NO. 2024-03
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF
STARKE, FLORIDA, AMENDING

THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY
OF STARKE LAND DEVELOPMENT
CODE,ASAMENDED; RELATINGTO
THE REZONING OF TEN OR MORE
CONTIGUOUS ACRES OF LAND,
PURSUANT TO AN APPLICATION, Z
23-03, BY THE PROPERTY OWNER
OF SAID ACREAGE; PROVIDING
FOR REZONING FROM COUNTY
RURAL, RESIDENTIAL (RR) TO
CITY MULTI-FAMILY, HIGH DENSITY
RESIDENTIAL (R-2B) AND CITY
HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL DISTRICT
(B-3) OF CERTAIN LANDS WITHIN
THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF
THE CITY OF STARKE, FLORIDA;
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES
IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
These ordinances are available for
public inspection at City Hall, 209
North Thompson Street, Starke,
Florida 32091. Interested parties may
appear and have an opportunity to be
heard at the meeting with respect to
the proposed ordinances.

1/25 1tchg BCT

COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY NOTIFIED
that the Bradford County Board of
County Commissioners will have
a board meeting on February 6,
2024, at 9:30 AM inside the county
commission meeting room, located
in the north wing section of the
Bradford County Courthouse, 945
N. Temple, Avenue, Starke, FL. A
copy of the meeting agenda may be
obtained from the Bradford County
website: www.bradfordcountyfl.gov.
Said meeting location is secured — no
firearms or weapons are permitted.
1/25 1tchg BCT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE:
MIRACLE AUTOMOTIVE & TRUCK
SERVICE CENTER INC. gives notice
that on 02/09/2024 at 12:00 PM the
following vehicles(s) may be sold by
public sale at 620 N THOMPSON ST,
STARKE, FL 32091 to satisfy the lien
for the amount owed on each vehicle
for any recovery, towing, or storage
services charges and administrative
fees allowed pursuant to Florida
statute 713.78.
2MEHM75W73X690590 2003 MERC
This notification is published in
BRADFORD COUNTY TELEGRAPH
on 01/25/2024.

1/25 1tchg BCT

NOTICE OF SALE
T & M Towing gives notice of lien
and intent to sell these vehicles on
February 12", 2024 at 9:00 a.m. at
T & M Storage yard located at 3687
Ambient Air Rd., Starke, FL 32091.
T & M Towing reserves the right to
accept or reject any and all bids.
2019 VW Vin #
VV3B7AX9KM123891

1/25 2tchg 2/1-BCT
UNION

COMMISSION MEETING

The Union County Board of County
Commissioners will have a Special
Meeting on Monday, January 29" at
noon. The meeting will be held in the
Board Meeting Room of the Union
County Courthouse.

1/25 1tchg-UCT

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
SPRINGS
Bid Notice for: Parking Lot
Construction Project
Date of this Bid Notice: January 25,

2024
CDBG Grant Number: 22DB-OP-03-
73-02-N02
Notice is hereby given that the Town
of Worthington Springs, Florida, will
accept sealed bids until 11:00 a.m.
(local time), on Wednesday, February
28, 2024 for the following project:
This project is for the construction

of a new 17 stall parking lot for the
Worthington  Springs  Community
Center.

The project will be utilizing 2” asphalt
pavement for the lot using a lime rock
base aggregate.

BID FILE #2024-1
At 11:00 am. (local time),
Wednesday, February 28, 2024, the
bids will be opened and read aloud
at Worthington Springs Town Hall/
Community Center located at:
11933 SW 36th Drive, Worthington
Springs, Florida 32697
Torequest a bid package, please send
an email request to: graudenbush@
georgefyoung.com

Also, if you have any questions send
an email to Grant Raudenbush at
graudenbush@georgefyoung.com
Pre-Bid Conference

An optional virtual Pre-Bid meeting
will be held on Friday, February 21,
2024, at 11:30 a.m. An internet link
and phone number for the meeting
will be provided with the bid package.
For contractors that may not be
able to attend the Pre-Bid meeting,
highlights of the meeting will be
provided upon request.

Please submit one (1) original and
three (3) copies of your bid in a
sealed envelope reflecting on the
outside thereof the bidder’s name
and “Sealed Bid for Parking Lot

Construction Project, BID FILE
#2024-1".
The Town will consider all bids

properly submitted at its scheduled
Bid Opening.

The Town of Worthington Springs
shall be the sole judge of the bid
and the resulting agreement that is
in its best interest and its decision
shall be final. All bidding and award
procedures undertaken by the Town
in regard to this project shall be
consistent with the Town’s adopted
procurement procedures and with
the rules and regulations of the
Florida Small Cities Community
Development Block Grant Program.
Bid prices shall remain in effect for 90
days after bid opening.
Recommendation of Bid Award
The lowest responsive and
responsible bid will be recommended
for award at the Town Council
meeting scheduled for Tuesday,
March 5, 2024.

All bids should be addressed as
follows:

Town of Worthington Springs
Attention: Pat Harrell, Town Clerk
P.O. Box 150

Worthington Springs, FL 32697
PLEASE NOTE THAT BIDS MAY
BE HAND DELIVERED, BUT
TOWN HALL IS ONLY OPEN ON
WEDNESDAYS

AND THURSDAYS, SO IF A BID
IS HAND DELIVERED, IT WOULD
NEED TO BE DELIVERED TO
11933 SW 36th Drive, Worthington
Springs, Florida 32697, BY 11:00
AM. ON WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY
28, 2024, OR ANY WEDNESDAY
OR THURSDAY BEFORE THEN
BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9:00
A.M. AND 3:00 P.M.

1/25 1tchg-UCT

PUBLIC NOTICE
RULE NAME:
Policy #3.13 School Volunteers
Policy #5.21*+ Student lliness
Policy # 5.40+ Children of Military
Families
PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To update
Board Policies
SUMMARY: To update Board Policies
AUTHORITY: Florida Statutes
LAW IMPLEMENTED:
ECONOMIC IMPACT: None
Policies can be viewed in the Office
of the Superintendent of Schools, 55
SW Sixth Street, Lake Butler, Florida
between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and
4:00 P.M.
IF A HEARING IS REQUESTED
WITHIN 28 DAYS OF THE POLICY
POSTING LOCATED AT UNION.
K12.FL.US THIS PUBLICATION IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION
120.54 FLORIDA STATUTES, IT
WILL BE HELD ON February 13,
2024 IN THE SCHOOL BOARD
MEETING ROOM. A COMPLETE
TEXT OF THIS PROPOSED RULE
MAY BE VIEWED IN THE OFFICE
OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF
SCHOOLS, 55 S.W. 6th STREET,
LAKE BUTLER, FLORIDA.

1/25 1tchg-UCT

LAKE REGION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Personal property of the following
tenant will be sold for cash or
otherwise disposed of to satisfy rental
liens in accordance with the Florida
Statutes, Self Storage Facility Act,
Sections 83.806-83.807
Auction will be held on January 27,
2024 at 10:00 am at Melrose Mini
Storage, 827 N. SR21, Melrose, FL
32666. Phone (352) 475-5000. All
items may not be available on the
date of the sale.

TENANT NAME Anthony Garrett
Painter UNIT # 23
DESCRIPTION
ITEMS

HOUSEHOLD

1/18 2tchg 1/25-LRM
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about our qualifications and experience.

Curtis A. “Lex” Sanders
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(904) 964-4111

407 W. Georgia St. » Starke
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Divorce and Family
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Auto Accidents

Real Estate
Traffic/DUI

Wills, Trusts, Probate
Estate Planning
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Obituaries

William Bright

William “Bill” Bright, passed away in
hospice on his 86th birthday in Lake City.
Born on Jan. 17, 1938, in Sevierville,
Tennessee, he led a remarkable life filled
with love and laughter. He dedicated 27
years to serving his country in the Navy.
He retired as a Master Chief with honor
and grace. Upon retiring from the Navy,
he embarked on a new adventure as the
proud owner of Bill’s Appliance Repair.
For over two decades, he fixed appliances
with skillful hands and an ever-present
smile. He had an endearing personality
that charmed everyone who crossed paths
with him. With a mischievous sparkle in
his eyes, he was a natural jokester who found immense pleasure in making
others laugh. People naturally gravitated toward him for his warmth,
kindness, and lighthearted spirit. Fishing and hunting were lifelong passions
that gave him immense enjoyment. He was preceded in death by his wife
of 44 years, Joyce Bright; his daughters, Janet Thompson and Joan Lintz;
brothers, Frank, Lee, Paul, and Darryl Bright; and granddaughter, Michelle.

He is survived by his son, Jimmy Pugh of Jacksonville; grandchildren,
Aaron, Monica, Joshua, Michael, Michelle, and Mallory; numerous great-
grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren; and his sister, Charlotte (Cord)
Price of Tennessee.

A visitation ceremony to celebrate his life will take place Tuesday, Jan.
30, at 11 a.m. at Faith Baptist Church in Lake Butler. This will be followed
by a funeral service at 12 p.m. He will be laid to rest with military honors
immediately following the service at McKinney Cemetery. Pastor Ralph
Durham will officiate the services.

Arrangements are under the care and direction of Archer-Milton Funeral
Home. 386-496-2008 www.archerfuneralhome.com

PAID OBITUARY

Lynn Crossway

Mr. Lynn “Gator Bait” Crossway,
66, of Lawtey, passed away at his home
unexpectedly Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024.
He was born Sept. 16, 1957, in Verona,
New York to Eugene and Doris (Hill)
Crossway. He was a retired car hauler
and he enjoyed riding his motorcycle and
watching NASCAR and Florida Gator
football. In addition to his parents; he was
preceded in death by his wife of 33 years,
Linda (Nolan) Crossway.

His survivors are five children, Annie
“Chosen One,” Jennifer, Adam, Gary, and Candice; along with three brothers,
Wayne, Gene, and Donald. He was lovingly called “Pawpaw,” “Grandpaw”
and “Crapaw” by 11 grandchildren and eight great- grandchildren.

A Celebration of Life will be announced at a later date. In lieu of flowers,
memorial donations can be made to local VFWs, Soldiers Freedom Outdoors
in Melrose, American Legion Post #250 in Middleburg, Florida BACA-
7Bridges or the American Cancer Society.

Arrangements are under the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 620
E. Nona St., Starke 32091. 904-964-6200. www.jonesgallagherfh.com.

PAID OBITUARY

Mark Davis

Mark C. Davis, 56, passed away on
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024, surrounded
by his family after a brave battle with
cancer. He was born on June 17, 1967,
in Buckhannon, West Virginia to Helen
Lousie Lewis. In 1974, his family moved
to Starke, and it has been home ever since.
He graduated from Bradford County High
School and went to work in sawmills
as a lumber grader. His work ethic was
unparalleled, and he took great pride in
his profession. He was a friendly and
kindhearted individual who loved to bring joy to others through humor.
He had a knack for telling “dad jokes” that always brought smiles to the
faces of those around him. He also thought of himself as a ladies’ man and
affectionately dubbed himself “Big Papa.” Never one to shy away from
putting in the effort, he was a true example of selflessness. He enjoyed
hunting, but spending time with his grandsons brought him immeasurable
happiness. He was preceded in death by his brothers, Luther Hosey II and
Sidney James Hall Jr.

He will be deeply missed by his loving family and friends. He is survived
by his mother, Helen (Ray) Griffis of Starke; daughters, Jennifer (L.J.)
Forsgren of Lake Butler and Kelli (Kathryn) Davison of Lake City; adored
grandsons, Lucas and Liam Forsgren and Malachi Davis; siblings, Allen
Davis of Lake Butler, Perry Don Davis of Lake City, Samantha Jamison of
Brunswick, Georgia, and Kalynn Hosey of Buckhannon, West Virginia; his
faithful dog, Nuggett; and a host of West Virginia family.

To honor his memory, visitation will be held on Friday, Jan. 26, beginning
at 1:30 p.m., with the memorial service following at 2 p.m. The services will
take place at Iglesia Cristiana Misionera Bautista, 4926 SW 107th Lane,
Lake Butler, 32054. His final memorialization will be by cremation under
the care and direction of Archer-Milton Funeral Home. 386-496-2008 www.
archerfuneralhome.com

PAID OBITUARY

Carolyn Francis

Mrs. Carolyn D. Francis, 93, of Hampton died Friday, Jan. 19, 2024.

Survivors are her children, Thomas “Tommy” Francis and Martha Van
Vleet; and numerous extended family members.

Memorial services will be at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 24, at Starke
Presbyterian Church. Interment will be at a later date at the Florida National
Cemetery in Bushnell.

Arrangements are under the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 620
E. Nona St., Starke 32091. 904-964-6200. www jonesgallagherfh.com.

Charles Custom Memorials

Serving Families in North Florida since 1973

The area’s largest supplier of Colored Granite

When Quality Counts, You Can Count On Us
STARKE OFFICE OPEN 8:30 to 5:00 MON-FRI

Hwy 301 North, Starke * 904-964-2010

(Next to Best Western)

Primary Location in Lake City at 561 NW Hilton Ave.

CharlesMonuments.com

Member of Better Business Bureau
Monument Builders of North America
Florida Monument Builders

FL Lic. # F037700

Ray Griffis

Ray F. Griffis, 92, of Starke, passed
away at his home Friday, Jan. 19, 2024.
He was born Dec. 13, 1931, in Starke
to Eugene and Ada (Prevatt) Griffis. He
started his career in the National Guard,
retiring following 36 years of service.
He then began his second career working
at Camp Blanding and retiring as their
CSMS. He enjoyed golf and college
football, especially the Florida Gators. In
addition to his parents, he was preceded in
death by his first wife, Hazel (Sullivan) Griffis; their daughter, Ada Louise
Griffis; and his sister, Hazel Jolin.

Survivors are his wife, Helen Griffis of Starke; children, Karen Shepherd
of Keystone Heights and Andy (Beth) Griffis of Starke; along with a brother,
Clifton Griffis of Starke. Also left behind are four grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren: and additional family members and friends who will miss
him dearly.

A visitation will begin at 10:30 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, at the DeWitt C.
Jones Chapel. Funeral services will follow at 11 a.m., with Mr. Ricky Griffis
officiating. A private interment will follow at Keystone Heights Cemetery.

Arrangements are under the care of Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 620
E. Nona St. Starke 32091. 904-964-6200. www.jonesgallagherfh.com.

PAID OBITUARY

Gloria Holmes

Gloria Nell Howard Holmes passed
away quietly at home after an extended
battle with pulmonary fibrosis on Sunday,
Jan. 14, 2024. She was a beloved mom,
grandmother, great-grandmother, sister,
sister-in-law, aunt, cousin, and friend.
Gloria “Sugarnell” was born June 27,
1934, as the oldest child of William
Shands Howard and Opal Baxter Howard
during the Great Depression. She married
her “Jimmy,” who joined the Marine
Corps and whisked her away to spend
23 years and 32 house moves until his
retirement in 1972. They then returned to
their hometown of Lake Butler. She worked as a bookkeeper, kindergarten
teacher, secretary, college instructor, and owner (three locations) of fabric
stores. She retired at the age of 50 and went on to care for her aging relatives
and parents. She was a member of Crosspoint Baptist Church in Middleburg.
She was preceded in death by her husband of 66 years, Capt. James David
Holmes, USMC; her sister, Ila (Skip) Woodington; sister-in-law, Fran
Douglas Howard; and her grandson, David Lowell Shadd.

She is survived by her three daughters, Janice Ramos of Middleburg,
Kathy Ritchie of Lake Butler, and Jeannie (Tim) Carson of Fleming Island;
seven grandchildren, Crista Green and Ryan Green both of Middleburg,
Hazen Willis, Jennifer (Brian) Dampier, and James Willis all of Alachua,
Brandon (Crystal) Craig and Jared Cody (Krystal) Craig both of Lake City;
great-grandchildren, Gage Jimenez, Troy French, Aubrey Propes, Dalton
Dampier, Emily Dampier, Kiley Craig, Aubree Craig, Arya Craig, Raelyn
Craig, Reagan Sterling, Bebo Sterling, and Caris Craig; sister, Barbara
(Edward) Carter and brother, Shands (Lori) Howard, both of Lake Butler;
and numerous beloved nephews, nieces, and cousins from all areas of
Alabama, Georgia, and Florida.

A Celebration of Life will be held Tuesday, Jan. 30, at Harmony Free Will
Baptist Church, Lake Butler. The family will receive friends for a visitation
beginning at 10:30 a.m., with the service following at 11 a.m.

Arrangements are under the care and direction of Archer-Milton Funeral
Home. 386-496-2008 www.archerfuneralhome.com

PAID OBITUARY

Charlotte Marchetti

Charlotte Harris Jones Marchetti, at
the age of 91, went to her heavenly home
on Monday, Jan. 8, 2024, at the home of
her son, Seeber Jones, in Starke. She was
born on Dec. 15, 1932, in Worthington
Springs to the late Sebe Harris and Ruby
Thelma Thompson Harris and was their
only child. She will be remembered by
her family for her faith in God and the
example she set for her children and
grandchildren to follow the Lord. She
was a longtime member of Grace Baptist
Church of Starke and faithfully served
there for many years. Family was very important to her and her house was
always open for family and friends to gather and make memories. Many of
her days were spent with family, enjoying days at the beach or lake. She
also loved to work in her flower garden, travel with her friends, bowl and
shop and took every opportunity to go fishing. She was preceded in death
by her parents; husbands, Merrill H. Jones and Richard Marchetti; and her
daughters, Janice Goolsby, Connie Harrington and Karen Jones.

She is survived by her sons, Seeber (Diane) Jones of Starke, Keith
(Patricia) Jones of Dunnellon; and her grandchildren, Pam (Bobby) Martin,
Randy (April) Goolsby, and Michelle Jones, all of Starke, Jennifer Keys
(Tavis) Russell of Fleming Island, April (Shane) Joye of Clover, South
Carolina, Christie (Jamie) Hosford of Homosassa, Ashley (Chad) Evans of
Blanchard, Oklahoma, and Ryan (Brittany) Harrington of Gainesville. She
was lovingly called “Nanny” by 17 great-grandchildren and 15 great-great-
grandchildren; and a host of extended family and friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, Jan. 27, at 1 p.m. at
the River of Life Church of God, 2225 US Hwy 301-S. The family will
receive friends an hour prior to the service. In lieu of flowers, please donate
to Community Hospice, St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital or the Wounded
Warriors Project in memory of her.

PAID OBITUARY

Daniel Rigano

Daniel Rigano of Lake Butler passed
away peacefully, after complications
following surgery, on Friday, Jan. 19,
2024, at 11:27 a.m., with his wife and
children at his side. He is now with our
Heavenly Father. He was born on Feb. 16,
1962, in North York, Toronto, Ontario,
Canada, and became a proud U.S. citizen
on March 20, 2008. He loved cooking,
movies, board games, and spending time
with his loving family.

He left behind his loving wife, Louanne
Arlene Rigano (64), of 31-plus years; and
two children, Daniel Salvatore Rigano (30) and Amelia Margaret Francesca
Rigano (22), also of Lake Butler.

A Celebration of Life service will be held Saturday, Jan. 27, at 10 a.m. at
Fellowship Baptist Church in Raiford, officiated by his nephew, Nicholas
Burke.

;
N

PAID OBITUARY

Marlowe Smith

Marlowe Leroy Smith, 88, of Alachua,
passed away on Monday, Jan. 15, 2024,
at the VA Hospital in Gainesville.
He was born on Nov. 22, 1935 (1934
according to his Army documents) in
Lincolnton, North Carolina. At the age of
15, after earning money from delivering
newspapers, he hopped on a bus and
headed to Florida. He was able to get as
far south as High Springs. From there, he
walked to Alachua and asked the jailer
if he could stay a few nights at the jail.
Those few nights turned into nearly a
lifetime of calling Alachua home. A few
years later, he was attending the theater in
Alachua when he sat beside a young lady.
After sharing popcorn and a ride home, they began dating and three years
later, in 1956, he married the love of his life, Mary Sue Wilson. He was
working at Copeland Sausage when he was drafted into the United States
Army. After serving several years, he returned home and began working
as an electrical laborer for HT Dressler. He had his hands in everything; he
was a volunteer fireman and eventually Fire Chief for the city of Alachua.
He owned and operated the Maytag store in downtown Alachua, and in
1968, he opened Marlowe Smith Electrical, which he owned and operated
for over 30 years. Outside of work, his passion was racing. He helped build
the Ellisville Speedway and owned many race cars over the years. He
also enjoyed camping and traveled across the country camping. He was a
faithful attendant of New Oak Grove Baptist Church for many years. He was
preceded in death by his parents; and eight siblings.

He leaves behind his wife of almost 68 years, Mary Sue Smith of Lake
Butler; children, Wade (Lu Ann) Smith of Alachua, Pamela Dampier
of Alachua, and Blair (Robin) Smith of Rocky Top, Tennessee; six
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; one great-great grandchild and a
second on the way; siblings, Reed, Marie, and Shirley, all of North Carolina;
and numerous extended family also survive.

A funeral to honor his life was held on Saturday, Jan. 20, at New Oak
Grove Baptist Church with Brother Terry Elixson, pastor, officiating. The
family received friends for visitation prior to the service. He will be laid to
rest with military honors at Forest Grove Cemetery.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Archer-Milton Funeral
Home, Lake Butler. 386-496-2008. www.ArcherFuneralHome.com

PAID OBITUARY

HOOPS

Continued from page 9

Indians’ bench get assessed with
a technical foul. Hankerson made
all three free-throw attempts that
were awarded for getting fouled
and then made both technical
free throws, tying the score at
17-17.

The Tornadoes later held a
24-19 lead, with Mattox Burgin
scoring off a baseline drive and
Breion Johnson scoring and
making a free throw.

A 6-for-6 stretch from the foul
line, with Teague going 4 for 4
and Zane Leger going 2 for 2,
helped the Indians stay close.

A rebound putback by Burgin
gave Bradford a 29-25 lead,
but Leger would answer for
Keystone to make the halftime
score 29-27.

Bradford got back-to-back
baskets from Mikey Oliver and
Burgin to open the third quarter,
but the Indians then scored five

Keystone’s Garrison

straight points. Leger sank a
jump shot before Grady went
to the foul line, making 1 of 2
attempts. Teague rebounded the
missed free throw and put it back
in for a basket, leaving Keystone
trailing 33-32.

Teague finished with 22
rebounds.
Black answered Teague’s

score with a three-pointer, but

We’re here for you... Your loved one NEVER leaves our care...

To help celebrate a life...to help say goodbye.

Whether your loved one wanted a traditional funeral or a more casual way to

bring family and friends together, we'll help your remembrance be something

special. Let us ease the burden and help you celebrate a life in a wonderful way.

Complete Funeral Arrangements « Pre-planning Assistance « Cremation Services « Monuments
Out of Town Arrangements « Spacious and Intimate Facilities - Off Street Parking
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Teague pulls down one of
his 22 rebounds.

Keystone then got a free throw
from Bryant Kubisiak and a turn-
around jumper by Teague.

The Tornadoes then went on
a 10-2 run to close out the third
quarter. It began with a Black
basket. Black then had a steal,
which led to a basket by Keith
Taylor. After Keystone got one
free throw each from Andru
Siemer and Teague, Bradford
knocked down back-to-back
three-pointers by Hankerson and
Black, making the score 46-37.

Bradford’s run extended into
the fourth quarter, which opened
with another three-pointer by
Black. Burgin was then fouled
on a drive to the basket, making
both free throws for a 51-37 lead.

Burgin and Oliver scored seven
and eight points, respectively,
in the fourth quarter to help the
Tornadoes maintain a double-
digit lead.

Black and Hankerson led
the Tornadoes in scoring with
16 points each. Burgin and
Oliver finished with 13 and 10,
respectively.

Bradford also got eight points
from Taylor and five points from
Johnson.

Teague led all scorers with 24
points. The Indians also got 10
from Leger, nine from Grady,
six from Bryce Hollingsworth
and one each from Kubisiak and
Siemer.
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LBMS boys defeat BMS to advance to SMAC final

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Tyrese Chandler and Garrison
Smith combined to score 16
points in the second half as the

had the first basket of the game,
while Damarion Dodd scored
off a Caiden Carn steal to put
Bradford ahead 4-2. A basket by
Dylan Ruise would later put the

Lake Butler’s Jackson Andersen-Davis (foreground)
and Bradford’s Dylan Ruise chase after a loose ball.

Lake Butler Middle School
boys basketball team never
relinquished its lead in defeating
Bradford 48-35 in the semifinals
of the Suwannee Middle Athletic
Conference tournament on Jan.
23 in Keystone Heights.

The second seed Tigers will
play for the championship on
Thursday, Jan. 25, at 7 p.m. at
Keystone Heights High School.

Third seed Bradford scored six
of the game’s first nine points.
The Tornadoes’ Terrence Slocum

Tornadoes up 6-3.

The Tigers, who had a first-
round bye, evened it up on a
Smith three-pointer. It was the
start of an 11-0 run to close out
the quarter. Smith added two
free throws and then forced a
backcourt turnover, which led
to a basket by Cayden Harold.
Cadenz Merriex had a basket
off a Smith steal, while Jackson
Andersen-Davis scored off an
offensive rebound, sending Lake
Butler into the second quarter
leading 14-6.

Baskets by Andersen-Davis,
Chandler and Merrie put the
Tigers ahead 20-8.

Bradford then scored five
straight. Slocum got a basket and
made the awarded free throw
for getting fouled, while Ruise
scored off a turnover.

The Tigers’ AJ. Chandler
had the last basket of the half as
Lake Butler went into the locker
room leading 22-13.

A basket and free throw by
Tyrese Chandler put Lake Butler
ahead 27-16 in the third quarter.
Andersen-Davis then grabbed a
defensive rebound, dribbled the
length of the court and dished
the ball off to Smith for a basket
and a 13-point lead.

The Tornadoes opened the
fourth quarter with a 7-2 run.
Mekos Henderson had a three-
pointer to get it started. Slocum

scored off an offensive rebound,
while Ruise scored off a
turnover, leaving the Tornadoes
trailing 33-26.

Lake Butler didn’t
Bradford to get any closer.

Andersen-Davis, Smith
and Tyrese Chandler led the
Tigers with 12 points each.
Lake Butler also got five points
from Merriex, four from A.J.
Chandler, two from Harold and
one from Gavyn Smith.

Bradford was led by Ruise
and Slocum, who each scored
eight points. The Tornadoes also
got seven from Carn, six from
Henderson and two each from
Dodd, Brilan Cliffin and Kaedan
Parks.

LBMS, BMS
advance off
double-digit wins

Reaching the semifinals was
no problem for Lake Butler or
Bradford, who recorded big wins
in the Jan. 22 quarterfinals.

The Tigers scored 32 points
in the first quarter of what was
an eventual 61-16 win over Fort
White.

allow

BMS girls to play for SMAC
title after 34-19 win over P.K.

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Takayla Barnes had a strong
first half in helping give the
Bradford Middle School girls
basketball team a 10-point
lead, while Cayson Hampton’s
strong second half helped the
Tornadoes defeat P.K. Yonge
34-19 in the semifinals of the
Suwannee  Middle  Athletic
Conference tournament on Jan.
23 in Keystone Heights.

The top seed Tornadoes will
now play for the championship
on Thursday, Jan. 25, at 6 p.m. at
Keystone Heights High School.

Consecutive ~ baskets by
Hampton and Kamari Haygood
sent Bradford into the second
quarter leading 10-6.

Barnes made two free throws
after getting fouled on a shot
to start the second quarter. She
added three baskets to help the
Tornadoes build a 20-10 halftime
lead. Barnes had eight points in
the quarter and 13 in the half.

Hampton scored off a Kaliyah
James steal for the first points
of the third quarter. James later
scored off an offensive rebound,
while Jaleigha Bolden scored off
a Barnes steal. Hampton knocked
down a jump shot following
another turnover as Bradford
took a 28-12 lead into the final

quarter.
PK. Yonge, the tournament’s
fifth seed, committed 50

turnovers in all.

Py

Cayson Hampton (center) drives to the basket. Photo

by Cliff Smelley.

Hampton scored off her own
steal early in the fourth quarter
as she finished with eight points
in the second half and 10 for the

game.

Barnes led Bradford with 13
points, while Wynter Barrington
had five. Bolden, Haygood and
James each added two points.
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Fort White, the seventh seed,
won the opening tip and scored,
but the rest of the game was all
Tigers. Garrison Smith made
three three-pointers en route to
scoring 11 in the first quarter.
Harold had seven points in the
quarter as Lake Butler took a
25-point lead into the second
quarter.

The Tigers continued to roll.
Andersen-Davis scored off a
Dempsey Rike steal. Another
turnover led to a three-pointer by
A.J. Chandler and a 38-8 lead.

Tyrese Chandler scored off
two consecutive turnovers to
close out the first half, with Lake
Butler leading 45-10.

Harold and Smith each
finished with a game-high 12
points.  Andersen-Davis  had
eight points, while A.J. Chandler,
Tyrese Chandler and Gavyn
Smith each scored seven.

The Tigers also got six points
from Darrell Merriex and two
from Rike.

Bradford outscored Keystone
Heights 34-10 in the first half
en route to a 53-20 win in the
quarterfinals.

The Tornadoes outscored the
sixth seed Indians 18-5 in the
first quarter, with Carn making
two three-pointers and scoring
eight points. Ruise had six points
in the quarter.

Carn had four points in the
Tornadoes”  16-point  second
quarter as he would go on to
finish as the game’s leading

Lake Butler’s Tyrese Chandler (third from right) goes
up for a shot in the lane. Photos by Cliff Smelley.

scorer with 14 points.

Slocum scored five points in
the second quarter and had six in
the third to finish with 13 points.

Ruise finished with eight
points, while Bradford also got
six points from Dodd and two
points each from Parks, Marcus
Hankerson and Azariah Taylor.

Keystone got eight points from
Steven Carter, with six coming
from two three-pointers in the
third quarter.

Hunter Crumpton added seven
points for the Indians, who also
got three points from Donald
Hill (off a three-pointer) and two
from Aiden Wossilek.

Testimonial:

force?

Respectfully,
DAKOTA A. PULS, A1C

Education- Tuition assistance for up to 100% of
cost for two- or four- year programs. We pay 100%
tuition towards a master’s degree.

Eligibility for VA Home Loans- Purchase a home
with no down payment required.

Air Transportation Logistics Specialist
202d RED HORSE | Camp Blanding, FL

1. Can you tell me why you love your job?
I love my job as an Air Transportation Logistics Specialist in the Florida Air National Guard because
it has afforded me the opportunity to learn many new skills, push myself mentally and physically,
travel, meet many kinds of people who are now stationed around the world, and even allowed me

to take on an instrumental role in instructing my fellow Airmen as a TCCC instructor for my unit.
The comradery of the 202d RED HORSE is unparalleled; there is always someone helpful willing to
lend a hand or give advice when needed. Our supervisors strive toward the goal of attaining every
advancement available to their airmen. Leadership feels it important to ensure everyone gets not
only the required training, but additional trainings the airmen desire as well.

2. Can you tell me what benefits from the Florida Air National Guard have helped you the most?
The National Park Pass, as well as EDD, Education Dollars for Duty, are the programs I have
utilized most since joining the Florida Air National Guard. The ability to employ EDD funds,
which cover the full cost of tuition and fees for any public college in the state of Florida, gave

me the opportunity to complete my Office Specialist Certificate as well as currently enroll in an
AS Accounting program. Next fall semester I plan on transferring to a FL university complete a
bachelor’s degree, where EDD will continue to cover tuition and fees. While on TDY in Montana,
we were allotted some time over the weekend and a group of us were able to visit Yellowstone
National Park. It was breathtakingly beautiful, truly a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, which I
would not have had if it weren’t for joining the Florida Air National Guard.

3. Can you talk about some of the new skills you have learned in the
Florida Air National Guard that have helped you in the civilian work

Working in the Florida Air National Guard, I have developed numerous
skills in the areas of inventory tracking, cargo palletization, C-17 load
configurations, and even k-span construction. However, by far the most
beneficial capability that has been of service to me in the civilian work
Jorce has to be the leadership skills I have gained. Iwould say I was
somewhat effective as a leader before joining, but the Guard has given me
a fresh perspective and my mentors in the unit have been remarkable in
demonstrating better ways to lead my fellow Airmen.

Call the Recruiting Office to get more information:
5629 SR 16 West BLDG 4200, Starke, FL 32091
Office 904-741-7756 * Cell 904-955-4066

Flexibility- Available to serve part time.

Post Access- Access to Kingsley Lake and other
post facilities at Camp Blanding.
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CONVENIENT CHECKING +

WELCOME BONUS

BONUS
ON US

when you open a FREE
checking account' with
qualifying activities.

No monthly fee and no
minimum balance.

" W use promo code 24CHK300

Certificate of Deposit (CD) Special
7-month CD

%
50 1 OAPY2 $1,000 min. balance

FCU CD deposits are federally insured by NCUA.

= Florida
. . 904-964-1427
Zal Credit Union flcu.org

1. Offer can be canceled at any time. Free membership is open to anyone within Florida Credit Union’s 48 county field of
membership. Offer exclude anyone who has held an FCU checking account in the past 24 months. Must be 18 years old or older
to qualify. One per household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must
be made to this account within the first 60 days of account opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your
paycheck, pension or, government benefit (such as SSI) from your emploF/er or the government. Person-to-person payments
(such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains
open and in %ood standing for 90 days, the $300 will be credited to account. $300 is considered interest and will be reported
on IRS form 1099-INT. 2. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 01/23/24. Subject to change; see certificate agreement
for current rates, terms and requirements. Minimum balance to open share certificate varies per certificate with a maximum of
$5,000,000. After maturig, if you choose to roll over your CD, you will earn dividends according to the CD agreement or at the
then current APY as stated on flcu.o&gpat that time. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawals which may reduce earnings.
Fees may reduce earnings. FCUMKNP0557-0124
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Starke Branch - 2460 Commercial Dr.

Wiley leads
Keystone boys
soccer team

to 8-0 victory
over Trinity

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Aaron Wiley scored five goals
for the Keystone Heights High
School boys soccer team, which
concluded the regular season
with an 8-0 win over visiting
Trinity Christian on Jan. 16.

Wiley also recorded two assists
for the Indians, who improved to
12-2-2.

Luke Brunt, Bryce Huntley and
Noah Jaramillo each scored one
goal, with Brunt and Jaramillo
also recording one assist each.

Sammy Wacha led the team in
assists with three.

Keystone earned the number-
two seed in the District 4-3A
tournament, which is being
hosted by Williston. The Indians

played a quarterfinal match
against seventh seed Interlachen
on Wednesday, Jan. 24. If
Keystone won, it will play third
seed Williston or sixth seed Fort
White in a semifinal match on
Monday, Jan. 29, at 7 p.m.

The championship match is set
for Wednesday, Jan. 31, at 7 p.m.

Keystone is eighth in the
Florida High School Athletic
Association’s  Region  1-3A
power rankings and ranked 37th
in Class 3A overall.

KHHS girls
soccer team
ends regular
season with 3
straight wins

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
Telegraph Staff Writer

Ella Hutchins scored two
first-half goals for the Keystone
Heights High School girls soccer
team, which concluded the

regular season with a 2-1 win
over visiting Columbia on Jan.
19.

Halea Lam had one assist,
while Aspen Krohn made 15
saves in goal.

It was the third straight win
for the Indians, who entered the
match off an 8-0 win at Eastside
on Jan. 17. Alyssa Townsend
scored three goals, while Kayle
Buchanan and Alee Horton each
had two. Madison Brinson added
a goal as well.

Keystone got one assist each
from Lam, Townsend and Ashly
McCarthy.

Krohn made five saves.

Keystone (10-5-1) is the
second seed in the District
4-3A tournament, which is
being hosted by Williston. The
Indians played seventh seed Fort
White in a quarterfinal match on
Wednesday, Jan. 24. If Keystone
won, it’ll play third seed
Williston or sixth seed Branford
in a semifinal match on Friday,
Jan. 26, at 7 p.m.

The championship match is set
for Tuesday, Jan. 30, at 7 p.m.

12 months interest free
financing on approved credit.
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compelilon micing

M-F 8:30 am — 5:30 pm
Saturdays by Appointment
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. Ceramic Tile

z CARPET ONE

Local Flooring Specialists » Over 40 Years
Sales - Service - Installation

Free Estimates
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

} THANKSY.OU
~ =forfallowingjusjthelopportunityjto—

» Vinyl - Carpet - Hardwood &
. Laminate Floors

DISCOUNT PRICING POWER
OF OVER 1,400 STORES!!

131 N. Cherry Street
Starke, FL 32091

904-964-1423
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