
Keystone 
Christmas 
Market, Parade 
and more

The annual Christmas Market in 
Keystone Heights returns to the South 
Lawrence Boulevard Theme Park this 
Saturday, Dec. 13, from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. with artisans, crafters, family 
friendly activities, live music and food 
trucks celebrating the season. 

The 5K Reindeer Trot takes place 
earlier that morning at Azalea Park at 
8 a.m. Register online at runsignup.
com or the day of the race beginning 
at 7 a.m. Proceeds support high school 
volleyball scholarships. Awards for 
overall top fi nishers as well as the top 
fi nisher by age category.

The Christmas cheer continues at 
the parade, which will light up the 
town beginning at 6 p.m.

Parade of Trees
Don’t miss the Parade of Trees in 

the Natural Park across from Keystone 
Heights City Hall. Local businesses 
and civic organizations have set up 
beautifully decorated Christmas Trees. 
Take a stroll through the walkway now 
through Jan. 4. 

Lawtey’s	Joyful	
Voices to host 
annual	Christmas	
program Dec. 14

The Joyful Voices of Lawtey will 
host its annual community Christmas 
program on Sunday, Dec. 14, at 3 p.m. 
at Lawtey’s Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church. 
The church is located at 2229 Lake St.

Fairgrounds	food	
distribution

A communitywide food distribution 
hosted by Feeding Northeast Florida 
and True Vine Ministry will take 
Tuesday, Dec. 16, at 9 a.m. at the 
Bradford County Fairgrounds. 

Food boxes often include fresh 
produce, deli and bakery items, dairy 
and some meats. Inventory is subject 
to availability. This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

Food	distribution	
at	True	Vine

A communitywide food distribution 
hosted by Farm Share and True Vine 
Ministry will take place Tuesday, Dec. 
23, at 10 a.m. at True Vine Outreach 
Ministry in Starke.

Food boxes often include fresh 
produce, deli and bakery items, dairy 
and some meats. Inventory is subject 
to change based on availability. This 
institution is an equal opportunity 
provider.

Weekly	deadline	is	Monday	at	5	p.m.		•		Phone		904-964-6305		•		Fax		904-964-8628

editor@bctelegraph.com   •		BCTelegraph.com		•	 							
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Lake	Butler	Hospital	earns	5-star	rating
BY	DAN	HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

Lake Butler Hospital has earned a 5-star quality rating 
from the National Rural Rating System. The designation is 
the highest possible score under the performance metric.  

The hospital had maintained a four-star rating for about 
eight months before reaching the top tier, according to 
Cynthia Coulter, chief clinical services offi cer.

“It’s our patients, so I would have to say a huge thank 
you to all of our employees and our providers and the care 
that they provided to our patients,” Coulter said about the 
achievement.

The rating is based on Hospital Consumer Assessment 
of Healthcare Providers and Systems scores, which 
are national, standardized surveys sent to patients after 
discharge that ask about their hospital experience, including 
the care they received, food quality, and interactions with 
providers.

“It’s totally based on the patient’s experience,” Coulter 
said of the 5-star rating.

She added that the hospital has focused on staff education 
and training, quality measures, patient safety, pharmacy 
services, and dietary offerings to improve the patient 
experience.

Colter oversees all clinical departments at the hospital, 
including radiology, laboratory services, rehabilitation, 
nursing, case management and pharmacy.

An independent healthcare technology fi rm, Press Ganey, 

administers and 
analyzes patient 
surveys for the 
hospital. 

“There’s been 
e x c i t e m e n t 
with our staff 
because of the 
r e c o g n i t i o n , ” 
Coulter said, “and 
we’ve had a big 
celebration for 
our staff to thank 
them for all that 
they do.”

T h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r 
said next up for 
the facility is 
a construction 
project to 
renovate its 
building and 
HVAC system. 
Some staff will 
t e m p o r a r i l y 
relocate to a new 
administrative building during renovations.

Lake	Region	woman	named	Florida’s	school	superintendent	of	the	year
BY	DAN	HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

 A Santa Fe Lake resident has been 
named Florida’s 2026 Superintendent 
of the Year.

Lake County School District 
Superintendent Diane Kornegay 
was selected as Florida’s 2026 
Superintendent of the Year by the 
Florida Association of District School 
Superintendents. 

Kornegay was formally recognized 
on Wednesday, December 3, in Tampa 
during the Florida School Boards 
Association and superintendents’ 
association joint conference. She is 
the 39th superintendent and the 10th 
woman to receive this honor since the 
inception of the awards program in 
1988. 

 According to a news release by 
the superintendent’s association, 
Kornegay is a seasoned education 
administrator with more than 35 years 
of educational experience. 

Prior to being appointed Lake 
County Schools superintendent 
in December 2016, she served 
several leadership roles in Clay 
County Schools, including 
Deputy Superintendent, Assistant 
Superintendent for Instruction, 
Director of School Improvement 
and Teacher Training, as well as 
school principal. Kornegay holds a 

Bachelor of Education and a Master 
of Education from the University of 
North Florida.

Initiatives included 
programs to help 
students with jobs

“Under Kornegay’s leadership, the 
district has made signifi cant strides in 
academic performance and program 
offerings,” the association said. “The 
district achieved an ‘A’ grade from the 
Florida Department of Education in 
2025, the fi rst since 2008, with notable 
increases in profi ciency, including 15 
percentage points in Algebra 1 and 7 
percentage points in English Language 
Arts for grades 9 and 10. When the 
district noticed declining attendance 
in their high schools due to the need 
for students to work part-time or even 
full-time to support themselves or 
contribute to their families, the school 
district developed a high school night 
school option and a fl exible day high 
school program in partnership with 
Lake Technical College. This fl exible 
pathway to graduation resulted in 
an overall graduation rate increase 
from 88% to 93% in three years, and 
graduation rates have remained at or 
above 90% for the past four years.”

According to the superintendent’s 
association, additional accolades for 

Lake County 
S c h o o l s 
i n c l u d e 
e x p a n d i n g 
access to 
high-demand 
career and 
t e c h n i c a l 
e d u c a t i o n 
p r o g r a m s 
across all 
m i d d l e 
and high 
s c h o o l s . 
All high 
schools now provide accelerated 
diploma tracks, including Advanced 
International Certifi cates of 
Education, Advanced Placement, and 
International Baccalaureate programs. 
Lake County students passed nearly 
5,000 industry certifi cation exams in 
2024.

Florida’s longest-
serving appointed 
superintendent

Florida Association of District 
School Superintendents CEO 
Senator Bill Montford said Kornegay 
epitomizes the passion Florida 
educators share for changing the lives 
of students. 

“Diane Kornegay exemplifi es this 

passion and commitment each and 
every day,” he said. “I have been 
impressed with Diane since her 
appointment as Lake County Schools 
superintendent. Diane is a determined 
and unwavering advocate for public 
education and student success. 
Her sustained tenure speaks to her 
remarkable ability to bring people 
together, forge trust, and lead the kind 
of meaningful change that delivers 
exceptional outcomes for students.”

Montford added that Kornegay is 
the state’s longest-serving appointed 
superintendent.

‘Leads with 
compassion and 
conviction’

The superintendents’ association 
said that in addition to her role as 
Lake County Schools Superintendent, 
Kornegay remains deeply engaged 
in numerous community and state 
organizations, which have earned her 
many awards and recognition. In 2021, 
she was recognized as Superintendent 
of the Year by the Florida Association 
for Career and Technical Education, 
an award that honors superintendents 
for their dedication to advancing 
CTE and preparing students for the 

Diane Kornegay

See	KORNEGAY,	page	7

Black	Creek	
project now 
online
2.5 million gallons a day 
coming from project

BY	DAN	HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

A director for the St. Johns River 
Water Management District said 
the district is now pumping water 
into Alligator Creek from the Black 
Creek Water Resource Development 
Project.

Dale Jenkins, the district’s director 
of infrastructure and land resources, 
said during the district’s December 
9 meeting that rain over the weekend 
of December 6 and 7 pushed the fl ow 
of the creek’s south prong above 25 
cubic feet per second, allowing the 

The	rating	is	based	on	Hospital	
Consumer	Assessment	of	

Healthcare	Providers	and	Systems	
scores,	which	are	national,	
standardized	surveys	sent	to	

patients after discharge.

Mother	of	three	killed	in	
crash	near	Hampton

BY	DAN	HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

 The Florida Highway Patrol said a 
25-year-old Starke woman was killed 
in a traffi c crash near Hampton on 
Dec. 5.

Troopers said the driver hit a pipe 
on Southeast 109th Street just before 
midnight. After the collision, the 
vehicle went airborne and hit a tree 
and a fence. 

The driver was taken to a hospital 
where she later died.

An online fundraiser identifi ed the 
driver as Alina Camryn Gonzalez.

“She was only 25 years old 
and leaves behind three precious 
children,” wrote organizer Hannah 
Griffi s of Hampton. “We take comfort 
knowing she is now in the loving 
arms of Jesus. We are raising funds to 
help cover the cost of her burial and 
funeral expenses. This is an incredibly 
diffi cult time for her family, and any 
support, whether through donations, 
prayers, or sharing this page, means 
the world to us.”

At press time, the GoFundMe 
campaign had raised $13,665 toward 
a $15,000 goal.

Courthouse	changes	
improve	safety,	accessibility

BY	MARK	J.	CRAWFORD
mark@bctelegraph.com

A $500,000 state appropriation 
is being put to work in the design 
and engineering of upgrades to the 
Bradford County Courthouse.

The county requested $2 million 
to modernize and better secure the 
courthouse, particularly the fi rst-level 
clerk’s offi ce. Legislators allocated 
$500,000 to start alongside other 
awards, including nearly $1 million 
for fi rst responder communication 
upgrades and $2 million for Starke 
utility extensions. 

Adam Gayle detailed the proposed 
work for the commission. Gayle 
is an architect with Superlative 
Architecture and Development, a 
company under NV5, which has 
a continuing engineering services 
contract with Bradford County. He 
summarized the project as bringing 
the courthouse into this century while 
addressing safety concerns as well as 
accessibility for all. 

The fi rst phase involves the clerk’s 
front offi ce and vault. The vault space 
will be renovated with addition of new 
service desks and safety partitions. 
The existing front offi ce will be 
turned into a new lobby, and offi cial 
records will be located there. Clerk of 

the Courts Denny Thompson’s offi ce 
and conference room will be relocated 
and space made for the addition of 
two new ADA compliant restrooms. 
There may also be funding within the 
fi rst phase to update fl ooring in the 
security offi ce.

A second phase will reconstruct 
the fi nance offi ce, addressing 
functionality and security. The third 
phase will modernize the existing 
restrooms and make them ADA 
compliant. Phase four fi nally moves 
upstairs to the courtrooms and jury 
rooms. Again, security and ADA 
concerns will be addressed as the 
fi nishes are improved. Phase fi ve will 
update the judges’ chambers and staff 
offi ces.

NV5 was told to move forward with 
design, engineering and consulting 
services for phase one, with the 
cost not to exceed $140,000. This 
includes money for the additional 
project reporting required by the state 
through the Offi ce of State Court 
Administrators. The total cost of the 
fi rst phase, including construction, 
is just over $1 million, to be paid 
for by the state appropriation and an 
additional $505,556 included in the 

See	CHANGE,	page	5
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Thank you to our generous sponsors, dedicated partners, and 
supportive community for helping us continue to support individuals 

with intellectual and developmental differences.
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COLD 
SHOWER?
“Hate, hate, 
hate. Double 
hate. Loathe 

entirely.” 
-The Grinch

Us too. Us too. 

Call us today for 
maintenance on your 

tankless water heater!
COLD COLD 

SHOWER?
“Hate, hate, “Hate, hate, “Hate, hate, 
hate. Double hate. Double 
hate. Loathe 

entirely.” entirely.” 
-The Grinch-The Grinch

SHOWER?SHOWER?
“Hate, hate, “Hate, hate, “Hate, hate, “Hate, hate, 
hate. Double hate. Double hate. Double 
hate. Loathe hate. Loathe 

entirely.” entirely.” 
-The Grinch-The Grinch

•Septic Tank Pump Out
•Liftstation
•Septic System Inspection
•Septic & DF Installation
•Sump Pumps
•Residential & Commercial
•Service Repairs
•Repipe
•Water Heater
•New Construction & More!

Come celebrate with us 

Juanita Johns Andrews
turns 100 years old

Juanita was a Christmas present for Lester and Julia Whitehead Johns in 1925!

Dec 28, 2025           3PM - 5PMDec 28, 2025           3PM - 5PM
Lake Butler Womens ClubLake Butler Womens Club

If  you can’t attend, you can send a card or note to this addressIf  you can’t attend, you can send a card or note to this address
6637 SW 154th Lane, Lake Butler, FL 320546637 SW 154th Lane, Lake Butler, FL 32054

Lawtey 
Christmas 
Parade

Lawtey’s Christmas Parade 
will take place Saturday, Dec. 20, 

beginning at 10 a.m. Come enjoy 
the lineup of classic cars, church 
and community fl oats, horses, 
Santa and more. The parade 
travels from Lawtey Elementary 
School, east down Lake Street 
(C.R. 225) and turns around at 
Walk by Faith Ministries.

Following the parade, there 
will be a gathering at the home of 
Ben and Emma Strong with free 
food and drinks while they last. 
For more information, contact 
Ben Strong at 904-782-3130 or 
Cynthia Ross at 904-782-3107.

Christmas 
Party	Toy	Drive

Concerned Citizens of 
Bradford County is accepting 
donations of new unwrapped toys 
for children ages 6 months to 14 

years. They will be distributed 
during the annual Christmas 
Party at RJE on Saturday, Dec. 
20, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Dropoff locations include 
Starke City Hall, Downtown 
Grill, Nicky’s Beauty Bar, 
Murray Ford, Starke Church 

of God by Faith, New Bethel 
Baptist and the RJE Complex.
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TEAL TILE TEAL TILE 
Local Flooring Specialists • Over 40 Years

Free Estimates
Sales • Service • Installation

• Vinyl • Carpet 
• Ceramic Tile

• Hardwood &
• Laminate Floors

904-964-7423

Visit Our
Showroom!

M-F 8:30 am – 5:30 pm
Saturdays by Appointment

131 N. Cherry Street
Starke, FL 32091

DISCOUNT PRICING POWER 
OF OVER 1,400 STORES!! 

131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry StreetHardwood & 131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street131 N. Cherry Street

CARPET
as low as
.69¢ SF

SHEET VINYL
as low as
.59¢ SF

WOOD-LOOK
TILE

as low as
$ 1.29 SF

25% OFF
ALL CARPET 

& VINYL 
REMNANTS

90 Days Financing
Same As Cash ‚ No Interest

We wi ll beat all
competitor pricing!

SHEET VINYL
VINYL PLANK

as low as
.89¢ SFCall for DIY 

specials!

THANK YOUTHANK YOU 
for allowing us the opportunity to for allowing us the opportunity to 

serve you for the last 46 years.serve you for the last 46 years.
12 months interest free 
financing on approved credit.

Local Flooring Specialists • since 1976

THA N K  YO UTHA N K  YO U
f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o 

s e r v e  y o u  f o r  t h e  l a s t  s e r v e  y o u  f o r  t h e  l a s t  4 84 8  y e a r s . y e a r s .4949

904-454-0790

Proud to support 
our local 4-H 

members!

(904) 782-1015

FREE Visit and Photos 
with SANTA!

FREE Visit and Photos 
with SANTA!

with the purchase of food 
at Sky-D’s Place 

December 16th - 5pm-7pm

At its heart, Christmas is a season of great
hope that points us to something more.
Something miraculous and wonderful.

We’d love for you to join us.

foundationchurch.cc/christmas

at Foundation Churchat Foundation Church

Kids
Christmas

Play

Choral
Christmas

Concert

Candlelight
Christmas Eve

Service

JULIA’S FLORIST
Delivering Christmas

arrangements through the Holidays!
326 S. Water Street • Starke

Tuxedos &
 Gift

s

Send Flowers 
anywhere 

Check for Gift Certificates, too!

JACKSON BUILDING SUPPLY

Mention 
ad for 

10% OFF!

Beautif
y Your

Home fo
r t

he Holid
ays

937 S. Walnut
Starke

145 SW 6th Ave
Lake Butler

DICK'S WINGS & GRILL

1371 S Walnut St • Starke, FL 32091
DICKSWINGSANDGRILL.COM

are the best!!!

SPIRES MARKET

610 SW First Street • Lake Butler
SPIRESMARKET.COM

See Our Deli for

Your Christmas Dinner

DANIELLE’S
AUTO SALON

106 W Brownlee St • Starke

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Availa
ble

Shiny & Bright
Detailing

BADCOCK
HOME FURNITURE & MORE

14739 US HWY 301 S. 
STARKE

710 E. MAIN ST 
LAKE BUTLER

HOME FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS SALE

THOMPSON’S MOBILE HOME
SUPPLY & HARDWARE

(904) 964-3700

Here for All 
Your Mobile 
Home Needs

METAL ROOFING
Skirtings, Doors, Steps

Outdoor Edge Knives

218 N. Temple Ave.

Trophies • Gifts • Engraving • Shirts • Caps

CUSTOMIZED

CHRISTMAS GIFTS

LIBBY’S ART OF HEALING
Massage & Wellness

www.LibbysMassage.com

Gift Cards Available!

Online & In Store

14
Great Gift Ideas 

for the Holidays! GRIFFIS
FIBERGLASS BOATS

Boats, Toolboxes, Coolers,

FIREPOWER COFFEE ROASTERS

322 SE State Road 100, Suite D, Keystone Hts

Holiday Baskets

and Gift Cards

131 N. Cherry Street • Starke

TealTileCarpetOneStarke.com

New Year • 
Great Tim

e

for NEW FLOORIN
G! 

$12 Adult C
uts

$10 Kid Cuts

Ava Starling
Owner

Joyce 
Coblentz

Taylor 
Davis

Paul 
Roling

joined by

213 S. Orange Street
Starke, FL 32091

Walk-ins Welcome

A FULL SERVICE SALON

YUMMY

SMOKIN’ HOT

CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS!

Delic
ious B

BQ Gift
s

230 S. TeMpLe AvE
(HwY 301 S. NeAr 100/MaDiSoN)
StArKe, Fl 32091

1x3 raised boxes are $55

2x3 raised boxes are $65

If you have a family 
member with an 

intellectual and/or 
Developmental 

Disability, call and ask 
how they can 

join our team!

Call about the perfect holiday gift!  

1351 South Water St • Starke, FL 32091

(904) 964-7699
thearcbradford.org

Wheel Chair Accessible Picnic Table

1x3 raised boxes are $551x3 raised boxes are $55

2x3 raised boxes are $652x3 raised boxes are $65
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Joyce 
Coblentz

Taylor 
Davis

Paul 
Roling

joined by

213 S. Orange Street
Starke, FL 32091

Walk-ins Welcome

A FULL SERVICE SALON

YUMMY

SMOKIN’ HOT

CHRISTMAS 

GIFTS!

Delic
ious B

BQ Gift
s

230 S. TeMpLe AvE
(HwY 301 S. NeAr 100/MaDiSoN)
StArKe, Fl 32091

See Our Deli for

Your Christmas Dinner

JACKSON BUILDING SUPPLY
904-964-6078 • 386-496-3079

Mention ad for 10% OFF!

Beautify Your

Home for the Holidays

FIREPOWER COFFEE ROASTERS
352-362-9600

322 SE State Road 100, Suite D, Keystone Hts
www.FirePower.Coffee

Holiday Baskets

and Gift Cards

GIFT CERTIFICATES

ARE THE BEST!!

88
Great Gift Ideas 

for the Holidays!for the Holidays!
Check for Gift Check for Gift 

Certificates, too!Certificates, too!

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Available

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Available

937 S. Walnut
 Starke

145 SW 6th Ave
 Lake Butler

Clark	Hill	to	host	
free	New	Year’s	
Eve	event	in	
Starke

Clark Hill plans to celebrate New 
Year’s Eve in style in his hometown of 
Starke, and you’re invited.

The inaugural Clark Hill Hometown 
Bash, which will begin at 7 p.m., is 
a free event that is promised to turn 

S t a r k e ’ s 
D o w n t o w n 
Square into 
a full-scale 
c o n c e r t 
experience, 
complete with 
national-level 
product ion, 
food trucks, 
a d u l t 

beverages and a fi reworks show at 
midnight.

“I’ve played all over the country, 
but nothing compares to bringing it 
back home,” says Hill, who’s known 
by most people locally as Jimmie 
Clark. “Starke has always believed 
in me, and this is my way of saying 
thank you, with a show that puts our 
little town on the big stage where it 
belongs.”

The show, which will also feature 
two nationally recognized artists (to 
be announced later), will be the fi rst 
event to be held at the city’s new 

music pavilion — a project that cost 
approximately $1 million.

“It’s going to be the biggest New 
Year’s Eve bash, period,” Hill said 
via a video posted to social media. He 
added, “We’re going to have all kinds 
of new music and some surprise old 
music that you guys haven’t heard in 
years.”

Though the show is free, tickets 
must be obtained through eventbrite.
com. Search for “Clark Hill – 
Hometown New Years Eve Bash.”

A VIP Experience is being offered 
for $55.20 (limit of 100), which will 
include a pre-show dinner with Hill, 
photo opportunities, autographs and 
pit access.

Gates open one hour prior to the 
show at 6 p.m.

The Clark Hill Hometown Bash 
is presented by Southern Star 
Entertainment, the city of Starke, North 
Florida Regional Chamber of 
Commerce and the Bradford County 
Tourist Development Council.
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O ur golden text from last week is 
Psalm 107:1, “Oh, give thanks unto 
the Lord, for He is good! For His mercy 

endures forever”. Our focus in this series is the 
“goodness of God.” As stated previously, I think 
many times our Father God gets a bad rap. People, 
even Christians, blame God for everything that’s 
taking place in the world. Whether good or bad, the 
Father God usually gets the credit for it. People love 
to go to the Old Testament where God pronounced 
judgment, or had His people carry out judgment. 
They come away with an unscriptural mindset 
of God, that He somehow delights in the wicked 
dying and His people suffering. As stated before, 
God brings judgment as a last resort. He gives 
people and nations ample time to repent before 
He has no alternative but to allow judgment. It 
was not His best and it was not His perfect plan 
or His perfect will, but God as a perfect and just 
God allows judgment. On the other hand, there 
is a distorted doctrine of grace that is preached 
and believed. Some say because God is a loving 
God, He will not allow anyone to go to Hell. That 
is unscriptural and false doctrine, and if a person 
dies without being born again, that person will 
be separated form God and will spend eternity in 
hell. Not God’s best nor His will. He sent Jesus so 
everyone could avoid that horrible place called 
hell. When we remove our religious spectacles and 
really look into God’s Word there is one general 
concept that seems to jump out: God’s goodness. 
His goodness conveys His generosity towards 
the human race. His goodness is certainly much 
deeper than just generosity, but the Word shows us 
that He longs to bring joy and blessing. The Bible 
presents goodness as a core quality of our Lord 
and His willingness to share His goodness with 
His people. Now, let us look at a few more verses 
concerning the goodness of God.  I could continue 
to comment but we will just go to the Word and see 
what the Bible teaches. 

In Exodus 34:6, “The Lord, the Lord God, merciful 
and gracious, longsuffering and abounding in 
goodness and in truth.” 1 Chronicles 16:34 says, “ 
Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is good and His 
mercy endures forever.” Ezra 3:11, “And they sang 
responsively , praising and giving thanks to the 
Lord: “For He is good, for His mercy endures forever 
toward Israel.” Psalm 25:8, “Good and upright 
is the Lord.” Psalm 23:6, “Surely goodness and 
mercy will follow me all the days of my life; and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” Psalm 
145:9, “The Lord is good to all, and His tender 
mercies are over all of His works.” Notice that I have 
pointed out just a handful of verses found in the 
Old Testament and there are many more in the Old 
Testament that point to the character and nature of 
God’s goodness. 

Iwould like to refer to another passage of 
scripture found in Genesis chapter 18. Here 
we find a people so steeped in wickedness, 

perverseness and homosexuality that God in His 
justice had to bring judgment. The thing about this 
story that really stands out even greater than the 
destruction is the willingness and longsuffering of 
God to show mercy. We find Abraham asking God 
to spare the cities. He begins by asking God if He 
would spare them if fifty righteous were found. God 
said yes, I will spare it. He continued to go before 
God asking for mercy and in his final attempt, 
Abraham said,” Let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak but once more, suppose ten righteous 
should be found there?” And God said, I will not 
destroy it for the sake of ten.” Think about the 
goodness and mercy of God. I want to point out the 
Biblical fact that God did want to show mercy, grace 
and goodness to a wicked people. He did not want 
to destroy them because that is not the nature of 
God. He had to pass and allow judgment because 
His justice demanded it. Until next week, may the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of the Father 
God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you. Blessings! -Pastor Rick

EXPLORING THE GOODNESS OF GOD – PART 2

THURSDAY 12/11
FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2- 6:30 - 6:30 

•
ZOOTOPIA 2ZOOTOPIA 2- 6:30- 6:30

friday 12/12
ZOOTOPIA 2ZOOTOPIA 2- 7:00- 7:00

•
FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2- 7:00- 7:00

SATURDAY 12/13
ZOOTOPIA 2-ZOOTOPIA 2- 4:00 & 7:00 4:00 & 7:00

••
FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2- FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2- 4:00 & 7:004:00 & 7:00

Sunday 12/14
ZOOTOPIA 2-ZOOTOPIA 2- 4:00 & 7:00 4:00 & 7:00

••
FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2- FIVE NIGHTS AT FREDDY’S 2- 4:00 & 7:004:00 & 7:00

Florida Twin Theatre
904-964-5451 REGULAR SCHEDULE!

Visit us on-line at 
www.FloridaTwinTheatre.com

Starke 
904-964-4642
Melrose
352-475-2400
Keystone Hts
352-473-4006
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“I am the way, the truth & the life. No one comes 

to the Father but through me” John 14:6to the Father but through me” John 14:6to the Father but through me”
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Lake Butler 386-496-3079

Southland Surveying & Mapping, Inc.
Professional land surveying and 

mapping services since 1975mapping services since 1975
www.SouthlandSurvey.com
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Licensed AL, FL, GA
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FUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOMEFUNERAL HOME

Distinguished Caring Service for Over 50 Years
Joe Gallagher - Owner
Starke 904-964-6200

Keystone Heights 352-473-3176

www.georgerober tsins.com

REACH TENS OF THOUSANDS
of LOCAL CUSTOMERS

in OUR TRI-COUNTY REGION 
EVERY WEEK • COST EFFECTIVE

Call Beth or John Ryan at
904-964-6305

THE ORIGINAL BRADFORD • UNION • CLAY COUNTIES

REGIONAL CHURCH DIRECTORY
Supported by Nearby Local Businesses, Services & Merchants

who encourage you to

Worship in the house of the Lord...Somewhere this week! 

FirstUMC.cc
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Join & Share :  NEW
Blessings from Above

Sponsored Section!
Contact John Ryan or Darlene
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Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church
Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church
Good Shepherd 

Sunday Worship • 10:00AMSunday Worship • 10:00AM
4900 NW 182nd Way • Starke
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www.communitystatebank-fl.com
Starke • Lake Butler • Interlachen

Madison Street Baptist Church
Sunday: Worship 10 a.m. • LifeGroups 11:15 a.m.

Wednesday: Awana 6:15 p.m. • Students & 
Adults 6:30 p.m. 

900 W. Madison Street • Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-7557 • www.madisonstreet.org

REACH TENS OF THOUSANDS
of LOCAL CUSTOMERS

in OUR TRI-COUNTY REGION 
EVERY WEEK • COST EFFECTIVE

Call Beth or John Ryan at
904-964-6305

THE ORIGINAL BRADFORD • UNION • CLAY COUNTIES

REGIONAL CHURCH DIRECTORY
Supported by Nearby Local Businesses, Services & Merchants

who encourage you to

Worship in the house of the Lord...Somewhere this week! 

FirstUMC.cc

YOUR CHURCH, FAITH 
ORGANIZATION, BUSINESS 

OR MESSAGE HERE TO REACH 
THOUSANDS IN THE TRI-

COUNTY AREA

FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
2738 SR 21 •  Midway

Melrose, FL 32666
352-575-1701

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Worship 11:00 a.m.

Join & Share :  NEW
Blessings from Above

Sponsored Section!
Contact John Ryan or Darlene

904-964-6305

Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church

Sunday Worship • 10:00AM
4900 NW 182nd Way • Starke

(904)-964-8855

LCMS

GoodShepherdLCMSStarke.org

FIRST CHURCH OF STARKE
200 N. Walnut St. • Starke

(904) 964-6864
FirstUMC.cc

Proud to Sponsor

Starke
Lake Butler
Interlachen

REGIONAL OUTREACH HERE
thousands weekly
904.964.6305

classads@bctelegraph.com

200 N. Walnut St. • Starke
(904) 964-6864
foundationchurch.cc

info@foundationchurch.cc

FOUNDATION CHURCH

REGIONAL OUTREACH HERE • thousands weekly • 904.964.6305 
classads@bctelegraph.com

YOUR BUSINESS 
COULD BE HERE!

CALL 904-964-6305

LAWTEY CHURCH OF GOD
U.S. 301 South • Lawtey, FL 32058

Sunday: 11:00 AM
Wednesday: 7:00 PM

Exalting the Saviour • Edifying the Saints
Evangelizing the Sinners

lawteychurchofgod@yahoo.com

Breaking	ground	at	the	future	Brooker	fi	re	station	are	Bradford	Commissioner	Diane	
Andrews,	Fire	Chief	Ben	Carter,	Florida	Fire	Marshal’s	Offi	ce	Director	JoAnne	Rice,	
contractor	Mark	Williams,	Brooker	Mayor	Gene	Melvin,	Councilwoman	Linda	Bennett,	
Commission	Chairwoman	Carolyn	Spooner,	Councilman	Joe	Tolleson,	Rep.	Chuck	
Brannan,	and	Commissioners	Chris	Dougherty	and	Danny	Riddick.

At	the	uncoupling	(ribbon	cutting)	ceremony	for	the	Sampson	City	station	are	
Commissioner	Chris	Dougherty,	Lauren	Tingle	from	the	state	fi	re	marshal’s	offi	ce,	
contractor	Mark	Williams,	Fire	Chief	Ben	Carter,	Commision	Chairwoman	Carolyn	
Spooner,	County	Manager	Scott	Kornegay,	Commissioner	Dianne	Andrews,	Rep.	
Chuck	Brannan,	Commissioner	Danny	Riddick	and	Bradford	Fire	Marshal	Chris	
Cooksey.

Groundbreaking	and	ribbon-cutting	for	new	fi	re	stations
BY	JENN	SAMSEL

jenn@bctelegraph.com
 Bradford County Fire Rescue 

hosted groundbreaking and 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies in 
Brooker and Sampson City Dec. 
5. 

The Brooker station is meant 
to improve response times in 
an underserved portion of the 
county. The Sampson City project 
provided much improved living 
quarters for fi rst responders on 
shift. Both were funded by state 

legislative appropriations.
The groundbreaking ceremony 

in Brooker marked the beginning 
of a long-awaited project. The city 
has needed a fi re department for 
some time to improve response 
times. Currently, response times 
in Brooker average 15 minutes, 
but with the new facility, this will 
be signifi cantly reduced.

Shortly after the 
groundbreaking ceremony, the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony took 
place in Sampson City.

“I want to thank the support 
of the commission, the state for 
their allocation of the funding, 
town of Brooker for their 
participation and support of the 
project,” said Fire Chief Ben 
Carter, who also thanked citizens 
for supporting their mission. 
“This is a signifi cant moment for 
Bradford County, as it will help 
improve response times as the 
county continues to expand.”

Offi cials from the state, county 
and city attended the unveiling of 

both locations.
The original fi re station in 

Sampson City was a mobile 
home that eventually became 
unlivable. As a result, they were 
able to construct a permanent 
structure that will serve the 
community for years to come. 
This location will accommodate 
three personnel with fi re 
apparatus and an ambulance, 
while the Brooker location 
will house two personnel, fi re 
apparatus and an ambulance.

Sampson now houses the 
county’s newest fi re engine, 
and additional money has been 
requested for apparatus and truck 
bays for the Brooker station.

Brooker Mayor Gene Melvin 
expressed excitement, saying 
response times will be reduced to 
a couple of minutes. 

“That is a blessing, not only 
for the town of Brooker but for 
the whole community in Western 
Bradford County,” he said, 
thanking Rep. Chuck Brannan 

and Sen. Jennifer Bradley for 
standing up for the small but 
growing community in Bradford 
County. The also thanked 
Bradford County commissioners 
for their support of the fi re 
department and its expansion. 

“Again, we appreciate you 
being here today, and we thank 
you for celebrating this honor 
of groundbreaking for the city 
of Brooker and the Brooker 
community and western Bradford 
County.”

Starke 
Christmas 
Parade 
Saturday

A longer Christmas parade 
in Starke this year will serve as 
a preview of what is to come.  
Working with the sheriff’s offi ce 
organizers are now planning to 
close all four lanes of U.S. 301 
from S.R. 100 to S.R. 16. 

The parade will begin at 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, Dec. 13, lining up 
on Call Street in front of HCA 
Florida Starke Emergency. It 
will proceed west on Call Street 
to U.S. 301, then turn right and 
head north to Washington Street, 
where it will turn left and disband 
at the school district parking lot 
across from the football stadium. 
Traffi c will be detoured to 
Orange and St. Clair Streets.

The new route lengthens the 
parade and allows the crowd a 
more immersive view from both 
sides of the highway. The route 
will be reversed in future years 
when there is no construction 
downtown, with the parade 

beginning at the high school and 
ending at the Downtown Square.

Some other Christmas 
activities have been announced 
for Dec. 13 including a car 
show downtown from 2-5 p.m. 
sponsored by the Arc of Bradford 
County and a photo opportunity 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus in 
front of the chamber from 3-4:30 
p.m. 

The	parade	will	travel	from	
Call	Street	to	U.S.	301	and	
turn	left	on	Washington	
Street, disbanding across 
from	the	football	stadiium.	
Traffi	c	will	be	detoured	
to	Orange	and	St.	Clair	
Streets.
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LINDA SCOTT
904-237-6846
2518 State Rd 21, 
Melrose, FL 32666

LINDA SCOTT

Austin Carter
352-258-2152
415 E Call St, 
Starke, FL 32091

Drageset Team 
352-339-3649
4011 NW 43rd St, 
Gainesville, FL 32606
4011 NW 43rd St, 

“MeLissa is awesome to work 
with! She goes above and 

beyond for her clients. 
Highly recommend!”

MeLissa Pellerito 
352-494-1829 call/text
mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S Lawrence Blvd • Ste 1
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

000 NW 185TH Ave
Starke, FL 32091

MLS #2106815

For Sale!For Sale! RARE OPPORTUNITY TO OWN 12 UNTOUCHED 
ACRES JUST NORTH OF THE CITY LIMITS OF 
STARKE WITH EASY ACCESS TO 301. THIS 

LISTING INCLUDES THREE 4-ACRE PARCELS 
(NORTH, MIDDLE, AND SOUTH), PROVIDING 

FLEXIBILITY FOR A SINGLE RESIDENCE, 
MULTIPLE HOME SITES, OR FUTURE 

INVESTMENT.

“Their knowledgeable 
and professional 

attitude is a winning 
combination.”

MLS #2118378

2199 Tom Crawford Road
Callahan, FL 32046

For Sale!For Sale!
NEW STAINLESS APPLIANCESNEW STAINLESS APPLIANCES

DECORATIVE FIREPLACEDECORATIVE FIREPLACE

2.12 ACRES LOT!2.12 ACRES LOT!3BED/2BATH3BED/2BATH

For Sale!For Sale!

MLS #2120466
49 SE Nelson’s Point Road

Keystone Heights, FL 32656

IN GROUND POOL W/ LAKE VIEWS!IN GROUND POOL W/ LAKE VIEWS!

• 3BED/3BATH
• LOCATED ON LAKE GENEVA
• FL ROOM 
• LARGE FENCED YARD
• PANORAMIC LAKE VIEW WINDOW    
• POSSIBLE 4TH BEDROOM/IN-LAW SUITE
• MANY HOME UPDATES!

UPDATED KITCHEN & BATHS!UPDATED KITCHEN & BATHS!
1810 NW 23RD BLVD #180

GAINESVILLE, FL 32605

For Sale!For Sale!

MLS #GC535096

Ground floor 3bed/2bath corner 
unit in Creek’s Edge condominium 

community in Gainesville, FL!  
The complex has been maintained & has 

desirable amenities that include a pool, a 
clubhouse, tennis courts, a fitness center, 

two entrances, onsite garbage & community 
mailboxes. The neighborhood offers a mix of 
tranquility and convenience, so you’ll enjoy a 
peaceful home environment while still being 

near what matters! Call today to schedule your 
private tour of this Creek’s Edge home!

 Honoring 141 years of faith and community 
First	Presbyterian	celebrates	legacy	of	worship,	service	and	faithfulness

BY	GINGER	SUMNER
First Presbyterian Church
On Dec. 14, First Presbyterian 

Church of Starke will gather 
to celebrate a remarkable 
milestone — 141 years of 
worship, fellowship and service. 
More than simply marking the 
passage of time, the celebration 
will honor the faithfulness of 
God and the enduring hope that 
continues to guide this vibrant 
congregation.

What began as a small 
gathering of believers in the 
late 1800s has grown into 
a cornerstone of the Starke 
community. From its earliest 
days, the church has remained 
committed to its Presbyterian 
heritage while embracing the 
character of the town it serves. 
It is a story woven from prayer, 
perseverance, and a deep love for 
God and neighbor. It is a story 
that is still unfolding today.

	Beginning	the	
journey:	The	early	
days	(1880s–1900s)

The roots of First Presbyterian 
Church of Starke reach back to 
a time when the town itself was 
still in its infancy. Starke was 
offi cially incorporated in 1887, 
but the seeds of community life 
were already taking shape in the 
years prior. Families settling in 
Bradford County desired not 
only homes and businesses, but 
places to worship and anchor 
their spiritual lives.

In 1883, a small group of 
Presbyterians began meeting 
informally, gathering in 
homes and shared community 
spaces. By 1884, they formally 
organized as a congregation, 
establishing what would become 
one of the longest-standing 
churches in the region. Their 
fi rst sanctuary was built soon 
after: a modest wooden structure 
located on Cherry Street, not 
far from the heart of town. The 
early congregation was defi ned 
by determination and faith. 
They built their sanctuary by 
hand, hosted prayer meetings 
illuminated by kerosene lamps 
and formed a community 
bound by shared trust in God’s 
providence.

These founding families could 
scarcely have imagined that their 
simple wooden church would one 
day become a historic treasure of 
Starke and their legacy would 
continue 141 years later.

	A	bold	move:	The	
church	relocation	
from Cherry Street 
to	Call	Street

Perhaps one of the most 
defi ning and memorable 
moments in the church’s history 
came when the congregation 
made the bold decision to relocate 
their beloved sanctuary from 

Cherry Street to Call Street. As 
Starke grew and the community 
expanded, the congregation 
recognized the need for the 
church to be more centrally 
located and better positioned for 
future ministry.

In a feat of engineering and 
faith that still amazes longtime 
members, the entire church 
building — steeple and all — 
was lifted, secured and carefully 
transported down the streets of 
Starke to its new home on Call 
Street, where it still stands today.

Residents lined the roads to 
watch the slow, steady move. It 
became a community moment; 

one talked about with fondness 
by older generations and 
preserved in local memory as 
proof of the church’s importance 
to the town.

The sanctuary was soon 
expanded, but its heart — the 
original structure carried with 
care across town — remained 
intact. The move symbolized 
the congregation’s willingness 
to follow God’s leading and 
adapt to meet the needs of the 
community.

Light	through	
the	generations:	
The	stained-glass	
windows

Step inside the sanctuary 
today, and one is immediately 
greeted by the warm glow of 
stained-glass windows, each one 
fi lled with color, symbolism and 
history. Installed in phases over 
many decades, these windows 
have become treasured reminders 
of the congregation’s story.

Some of the earliest panes 
were donated in honor of 
founding families, depicting 
biblical scenes and symbols 
central to Presbyterian worship. 
Others were added in the mid-
20th century as memorial gifts, 
each carrying its own story.

Children have grown up 
watching sunlight fi lter through 
them during Sunday School 
lessons. Couples have stood 
before them exchanging vows. 
Generations have looked upon 
them during baptisms, funerals 
and weekly worship — moments 
of joy, grief, hope and praise.

These windows have quietly 
witnessed it all, offering beauty 
and refl ection to everyone who 
enters the sacred space. Today, 
they remain one of the most 
beloved features of the church, 
a vibrant reminder of God’s 
enduring presence.

Building	
community:	
Fellowship,	
tradition and 
shared	life

Across decades, First 
Presbyterian Church of Starke 
has been more than a place of 
worship; it has been a hub of 
fellowship and community life. 
Church picnics under the pine 
and oak trees. Potluck dinners 
where every family brought their 
best dish. Christmas cantatas 
fi lling the sanctuary with music. 
Youth group trips, mission 
projects, vacation Bible school 
and more.

The church’s calendar became 
a refl ection of the rhythms of 
Starke itself — planting seasons, 
school years, holidays and 
community events. Through 
every era, the congregation 
found ways to gather, connect 
and share life together.

	Serving	Starke:	
Outreach	through	
the years

One of the church’s most 
defi ning qualities is its 
commitment to serving the 
people of Starke. From its earliest 
days, outreach has been central to 
the congregation’s mission and a 
living expression of Christ’s call 
to love our neighbors.

Throughout the decades, the 
church has supported a wide 
range of ministries rooted in 
compassion and community 
care. Longtime involvement with 
Habitat for Humanity has helped 
families fi nd safe, stable housing. 
The church’s involvement 
with the food bank traces back 
to the faithful initiative of 
many of the church’s members 
whose early work in collecting 
and distributing groceries 
and numerous Christmas and 
Thanksgiving meals laid the 
foundation for what has become 
a vital ministry for local families 
in need. During seasons of 
hurricanes, fi res and community 
hardship, the church has 
repeatedly become a center of 
relief through gathering supplies, 
offering prayer and opening its 
doors to anyone seeking support.

These acts of service represent 
far more than charitable 
moments. They express the 
congregation’s desire to embody 
Christ’s love in tangible ways, 
building bridges of hope and 
compassion throughout Starke.

 Moments that 
shaped	the	journey

Throughout its 141-year 
history, First Presbyterian 
Church of Starke has experienced 
numerous milestones that 
continue to infl uence its mission 
today. Among them include 
the expansion of the sanctuary 
to accommodate a growing 
congregation, formation of 
women’s Bible studies that 
enhanced fellowship and study, 
growth of youth ministries to 
strengthen faith in the next 
generation, renovations and 
restorations to preserve the 
historic beauty of the building, 
and community partnerships, 
extending the church’s presence 
beyond Sunday mornings.

Every milestone refl ects 
not only what the church built 
or achieved, but the people 
who poured their hearts into 

sustaining the ministry: pastors, 
elders, volunteers, choir 
members, cooks, teachers and 
countless faithful servants.

 Looking back and 
moving	forward:	
A	celebration	of	
gratitude	to	God	
and	community

As First Presbyterian Church 
of Starke celebrates its 141st 
year, one theme resounds above 
all: gratitude. Gratitude for 
the people who came before. 
Gratitude for the community 
that surrounds and supports 
the church. Gratitude for the 
opportunities to serve. But 
most of all, gratitude to God for 
His unwavering faithfulness, 
His providence and His glory 
revealed in every chapter of the 
church’s story.

	Preserving	a	
legacy:	Sowing	
seeds	for	the	future

If the past 141 years have 
taught the congregation anything, 
it is that God’s providence is 
steady, and His grace is abundant. 
The future of First Presbyterian 
Church of Starke is built upon 
that truth and the loving efforts of 
those who continue to worship, 
serve and give faithfully. Today, 
the church remains committed to 
serving the community of Starke 
with compassion and Christ-
centered hope through spiritual 
growth, community outreach, 
supporting families, children 
and youth, preserving the 
historic sanctuary, and fostering 
fellowship and belonging. The 
congregation embraces its 
history not as an anchor, but as a 
foundation — a launching point 
for new generations to discover 
faith, community and purpose.

First	Presybyterian	Church	of	Starke

First	Presbyterian	on	the	move	to	Call	Street	location.

One	among	many	beautiful	stained-glass	windows	within	
the	church.

county’s capital improvement 
plan. Any unused funds will 
be rolled over into the future 
phases. The current project total 
for all fi ve phases is estimated at 
$2,161,750.

The design phase should 
require 10 weeks. Permitting and 
bidding will require another 10 
to 12 weeks. Once the contract 
is awarded and construction 
begins, renovation work may 
be restricted to evening hours. 
Relocating staff and serving the 
public during construction is 
expected to present challenges. 
The duration of construction is 
yet to be determined.

And around back
Sheriff Gordon Smith said 

construction at the sallyport at 
the rear of the courthouse will 
improve security for judges and 
high-risk transports. It is paid 
for by funding for the Eighth 
Judicial Circuit.

Tickets 
available	for	
Christmas 
Homes	Tour

This year marks Melrose’s 
11th Triennial Christmas Home 
Tour, scheduled for Sunday, Dec. 
14. The tour promises a unique 
experience, featuring both 
beloved homes from previous 
tours and several homes that 
have never participated. 

In the spirit of celebration, 
the event will include live 
entertainment throughout the 
afternoon. Visitors can also enjoy 
refreshments at the Homemakers 
Club, where a stunning display of 
model wooden boats by artisan 
Donald Love will be featured. 

Presale tickets are now 
available. Tickets can be 
purchased online until Dec. 10 
at historicmelroseinc.org. They 
will also be available in person 
during the Merry Melrose Parade 
at the Daurer History Center on 
Dec. 13 from 10 to 11 a.m. On 
the day of the tour, tickets can 
be acquired at the Baldwin Store 
beginning at 12:30 p.m.

CHANGE
Continued	from	page	1
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CrimeCrime

Recognizing the following outstanding students for their
amazing character and academic achievements!

Recognizing the following outstanding students for theirRecognizing the following outstanding students for theirRecognizing the following outstanding students for theirRecognizing the following outstanding students for their
amazing character and academic achievements!amazing character and academic achievements!amazing character and academic achievements!amazing character and academic achievements!

Thank 
you…
to our

sponsors!

Wren Whitlock
2nd Grade

Bradford Elementary
She comes to class 
ready to learn. She is 
determined, smart, kind 
and an all around great 
student! ❤

She comes to class 
ready to learn. She is 
determined, smart, kind 
and an all around great 
student! 

Gannon Godwin
4th Grade

Lawtey Elementary
Gannon shines in our classroom 
every single day. He walks in with 
a positive attitude and gets straight 

to work, showing a 
level of responsibility 
and focus that truly 
stands out. Gannon 
is respectful toward 
his classmates and 

teachers, and he consistently 
makes choices that help our 

classroom run smoothly. We are so lucky to have you, Gannon. Thank you 
for being a leader and a wonderful example for others!

to work, showing a 
level of responsibility 
and focus that truly 
stands out. Gannon 
is respectful toward 
his classmates and 

Christopher
Underhill

2nd Grade
Starke Elementary

Christopher does a great
job as a 
Safety 
Patrol 
and 
keeps all 
the students safe.

Christopher does a great
job as a 
Safety 
Patrol 
and 
keeps all 
the students safe.

“This is Braylon’s second year at 
Light Christian Academy. He is 

a diligent 
student, and 
he is kind to 

those around him. He continues 
to grow in all areas, and we are 
happy that he attends L.C.A. He 
really is a shining star, and we 

expect that he will continue to shine all school year long.”

Braylon Bryant
3rd Grade

Light House 
Christian

“This is Braylon’s second year at 
Light Christian Academy. He is 

those around him. He continues 
to grow in all areas, and we are 
happy that he attends L.C.A. He 
really is a shining star, and we 

Jennifer Valdez 
K5

Hope Christian 
Academy 

Jennifer is an amazing 
student.  She works 
super hard and is a 
loving and caring friend.

Jennifer is an amazing Jennifer is an amazing 
student.  She works 
super hard and is a 
loving and caring friend.

Recent arrests 
in	Bradford,	
Union	and	Clay

The following individuals were 
arrested recently by local law 
enforcement offi cers in Bradford, 
Union, or Clay (Keystone 
Heights-area) counties. All 
defendants are considered 
innocent until convicted in a 
court or until pleading guilty or 
no contest. Information in this 
report is from law enforcement 
agencies and court documents, 
which are public records. 

Bradford
Thomas Lyle Archer, 39, 

of Green Cove Springs, was 
arrested by Bradford deputies on 
December 5 for DUI, refusal to 
submit to a DUI test, resisting 
an offi cer without violence, a 
moving traffi c violation, and 
child neglect.

Alyssa Ashlynn Barr, 25, of 
Starke, was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on December 4 for 
probation violations.

Glen Dewayne Burch, 52, of 
Starke, was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on December 2 for 
possession of cocaine and sale of 
cocaine.

Phillip Scott Burlew, 43, 
of Deville, Louisiana, was 
arrested by Bradford deputies on 
December 1 for an out-of-county 
warrant.

Lawrence Leon Cleesen, 
30, of Lawtey, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
2 for possession of a controlled 
substance, possession of drug 
equipment, and tampering with 
evidence.

Leonardo Veto Dicandio, 
39, of Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
2 for possession of a controlled 
substance with intent to sell 

and possession of a controlled 
substance.

Ryan Ashley Gaskins, 45, of 
Starke, was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on November 30 for 
failure to appear.

Jeffrey Carl Goodman, 38, of 
Starke, was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on December 3 for 
failure to appear.

Karla Keisha Harper, 47, 
of Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
2 for public order crimes, sale 
of a controlled substance, and 
possession of a controlled 
substance.

Steve Merwyn Hobson, 47, 
of Jacksonville, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
5 for possession of a controlled 
substance and an out-of-county 
warrant.

Mary Katherine Horsely, 52, of 
Starke, was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on December 2 for 
sale of a controlled substance 
and possession of a controlled 
substance.

Syvella Dameatria Jackson, 
52, of Middleburg, was arrested 
by Bradford deputies on 
December 3 for public order 
crimes, sale of opium or a 
derivative, and possession of 
opium or a derivative.

Devontay James Jefferson, 33, 
of Jacksonville, was arrested by 
Lawtey police on November 30 
for a moving traffi c violation.

Raymond Wayne Masey, 
64, of Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on November 
30 for failure to appear.

Jamie Diane McClellan, 41, 
of Lawtey, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
2 for possession of cocaine, 
public order crimes, and selling 
cocaine.

Tammy Lynn Murrell, 58, of 
Waldo, was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on December 2 for 
selling cocaine and possession of 
a controlled substance.

Anastasia Nicole Nolan, 30, 
of Middleburg, was arrested by 
FHP troopers on November 29 
for DUI, refusal to submit to a 
DUI test, and a moving traffi c 
violation.

Barbara Jane Obrien, 57, of 
Lake Butler, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
2 for an out-of-county warrant.

Melissa Dawn Pusateri, 
44, of Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
3 for possession of a controlled 
substance.

Charles Lee Rafuse, 41, of 
Jacksonville, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
5 for an out-of-county warrant.

Bradley Scott Rhoades, 36, of 
Starke, was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on December 2 for 
multiple counts of possession 
and sale of controlled substances 
and public order crimes.

Elizabeth Faye Lenore 
Rivera, 29, of Brooker, was 
arrested by Bradford deputies 
on December 2 for public order 
crimes, delivery of a controlled 
substance, and possession of a 
controlled substance.

Jeff Ruise, 61, of Starke, was 
arrested by Bradford deputies on 
December 2 for possession of 
cocaine and selling cocaine.

Dustin Kane Seale, 47, 
of Bronson, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
4 for withholding support.

Victoria Marie Shores, 24, of 
Perry, was arrested by Bradford 
deputies on December 2 for fraud 
and dealing in stolen property.

Robert Lee Smith, 48, of 

Jacksonville, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
1 for withholding support.

Anthony Wayne Terry, 45, 
of Keystone Heights, was 
arrested by Bradford deputies 
on December 2 for a probation 
violation.

Corey Sylvester Thomas, 
47, of Melrose, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
2 for withholding support.

John Kenneth Turknett, 52, 
of Starke, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
4 for traffi cking in controlled 
substances, possession of drug 
equipment, and withholding 
support.

Miranda Jean Varnum, 47, 
of Hampton, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
2 for possession of a controlled 
substance, a moving traffi c 
violation, and possession of drug 
equipment.

James Gordon Walker, 50, 
of Keystone Heights, was 
arrested by Bradford deputies 
on December 5 for a probation 
violation.

Charlotte Gay Wetherington, 
56, of Waldo, was arrested by 
Bradford deputies on December 
1 for dealing in stolen property.

Union
Jesicca Lauren Casciani, 36, 

of Jacksonville, was arrested by 
Union deputies on December 3 
for failure to appear.

Jacob Riley Miller, 37, of 
Gainesville, was arrested by 
Union deputies on December 3 
for an out-of-county warrant.

Dylan Bryce Shuler, 24, of 
Lake Butler, was arrested by 
Union deputies on December 5 
for a probation violation.

Lamont Rashad White, 35, 
of Lake City, was arrested by 
Union deputies on December 
1 for driving with a suspended 
or revoked license - habitual 
offender.

Clay
Tried to evade 
trespass warning

Lindsey Scott Frisk, 41, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on December 
1 for trespassing in an occupied 
structure or conveyance.

According to the arrest 
warrant affi davit, Frisk was 
issued a trespass warning from 
the BP at 6262 County Road 
214 on February 8, 2025, after 
he harassed customers and 
threatened an employee.

On the night of April 2, 2025, 
a clerk recognized the defendant 
outside the store, even though 
he was wearing a black mask, 
because of prior encounters. 
Surveillance video and witness 
statements show Frisk loitering 
outside the store around 11:15 
p.m. 

Instead of entering himself, 
the defendant handed his debit 
card to two customers and asked 
them to buy items for him, telling 
them he was not allowed inside 
because he had been trespassed.

One customer, after being 
warned by the clerk that Frisk 
was banned, told the cashier 
he had recognized him. Frisk 
reportedly acknowledged the 
trespass warning, then began 
telling the customer that he 
was “the next messiah” before 
leaving on an orange electric 
scooter.

The clerk and both customers 
later positively identifi ed Frisk in 
separate photo lineups.

Deputies located Frisk on 
December 1 and took him into 
custody without incident.

Roger Lee Hartley, 60, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on November 
29 for a writ of attachment.

Patrick Earl Herring, 35, of 
Keystone Heights, was arrested 
by Clay deputies on November 
29 for DUI.

Bradford	students	earn	digital	certifi	cations

Nearly 70 Bradford High School 
students earned certifi cations in 
two technology areas this fall: 
computer device confi guration 
and management, and visual 
design using Adobe Photoshop. 

The school, in a news release, 
said these classes, part of Bradford 
High’s career and technical 
education programs, have enabled 
students to earn highly recognized 
industry certifi cations that 
showcase both technical expertise 

and real-world readiness.
“Device Confi guration and 

Management certifi cation, in 
particular, is a highly recognized 
industry certifi cation that 
requires students to demonstrate 
mastery in confi guring, securing, 
and maintaining devices, 
troubleshooting technical 
problems, and following 
professional IT workfl ows,” the 
school said. “Similarly, the Visual 
Design Using Adobe Photoshop 

certifi cation showcases students’ 
creativity, design expertise, and 
ability to produce professional-
quality digital graphics. 

“These certifi cations aren’t 
just pieces of paper,” said Steven 
Djavaheri, Digital Design and 
Digital Information Technology 
teacher. “They’re proof that our 
students understand real-world 
technology, can manage devices 
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and systems like professionals, 
and have the confidence to 
succeed in any tech-focused 
environment. Our students have 
shown dedication, persistence, 
and creativity in every step of the 
process.”

The school said that for 
many students, earning these 
certifications was more than 
a personal goal; it was a 

demonstration of Bradford 
High’s commitment to fostering 
a supportive environment where 
ambition is nurtured, and success 
is expected.

“Being able to earn my 
certification while still in high 
school feels incredible,” said 
Jaelin Baker, who earned her 
Adobe Photoshop certification in 
Visual Design. “It shows that all 
the practicing, all the projects, and 
troubleshooting really paid off. I 
feel ready to take on college and 
follow my dream of pursuing a 
career in fashion design.”

The school’s career and 
technical education offerings also 
include criminal justice, welding, 
and nursing.

“Bradford High is proud of 
every student who challenged 
themselves this year,” said 
Principal Chris Coffey. “Our 
CTE programs give students 
a competitive edge, not just in 
the classroom, but in life. These 
certifications are proof of the hard 
work, talent, and resilience of our 
students and staff.”
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workforce. She was awarded 
the Community Service Award 
from the Lake County Chamber 
Alliance of Education, the Star 
Superintendent Award from 
the Consortium of Florida 
Education Foundations, and the 
Leesburg Chamber of Commerce 
Education Award, among others.  
Kornegay has served on the 
board of directors of the Florida 
Association of District School 
Superintendents since 2019 and 
currently serves as vice president.

Superintendents Association 
President and Miami-Dade 
County Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Jose Dotres said Kornegay is 
a true servant-leader committed 
to educational excellence.

“Superintendent Kornegay 
leads with compassion and 
conviction, driven by a work ethic 
grounded in servant leadership 
and a commitment to educational 
excellence,” Dotres said. “Her 
philosophy that the work of 
a superintendent and public 
educators ‘has to be done as if 
there is no tomorrow because we 
only get one chance with these 
kids’, clearly exemplifies her 
dedication to public education.”

Kornegay said she is humbled 
by the honor.

 “It is a privilege to be chosen 
among a class of outstanding 
and dedicated superintendents 

in this state, who are fiercely 
committed to ensuring academic 
excellence and opportunities for 
all students,” she said. “This 
recognition is truly an honor 
personally, but more so, it reflects 
the outstanding achievements 
and tireless work of everyone 
who makes up Lake County 
Public Schools.”

Lake County lies north and 
west of the Orlando metropolitan 

area and has a population of nearly 
400,000. Principal communities 
include The Villages, Eustis, Mt. 
Dora, Leesburg, Tavares, and 
Clermont.

Kornegay is a Bradford 
County resident and is married to 
Bradford County Manager Scott 
Kornegay. 

(L-R) Florida Association of District School 
Superintendents President and Miami-Dade County 
Schools Superintendent Dr. Jose Dostres, the 2026 
Superintendent of the Year, Lake County Public Schools 
Superintendent Diane Kornegay, and Florida Association 
of District School Superintendents CEO Senator Bill 
Montford.

KORNEGAY
Continued from page 1

Keystone lands $60K grant for comp. plan
BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

The Keystone Heights 
Planning and Zoning Board 
adjusted its comprehensive plan 
update timeline after learning it 
had received a $60,000 planning 
grant from Florida Commerce, 
officials said during their 
November 24 meeting.

The grant will offset city staff 
costs for the comprehensive plan 
revision, required by state statute 
every seven years. 

City Planner Janice Fleet 
said that of the 415 Florida 
municipalities, only 20 received 
the award.

“They were looking for ones 
that are rural,” she said. “We 
have been lucky enough to be 
designated as rural in an urban 
county. Nobody else in Clay 
County could have applied for 
it.”

The grant comes with specific 
deliverables and deadlines, 
requiring the board to step back 
slightly from its original timeline. 

The city must complete the 
comprehensive plan update by 
June 30, the end of the state’s 
fiscal year.

However, recent state 
legislation has complicated the 
process. Senate Bill 180, passed 

last year under the stated purpose 
of hurricane preparedness, 
prohibits municipalities from 
making comprehensive plans 
more restrictive than previous 
versions. Several Florida 
communities have had their 
updated plans rejected for minor 
changes the state deemed too 
restrictive.

“We’re hearing horror stories 
from planners throughout the 
state,” Fleet said. “Any change 
is being considered more 
restrictive.”

Fleet added that what was 
described as minor changes to 
Orange Park’s comp. plan was 
rejected because of SB 180. 

The legislation has forced 
planning staffs across the state 
to carefully review all proposed 
changes to their land use plans.

Fleet said she is also reviewing 
Keystone’s proposed changes. 

“We’re going through them 
very judiciously to make sure 
how they’re going to be affected 
by Senate Bill 180,” Fleet said. 
“Your work has not been in vain, 
but it might take a while before 
you see the results.”

Board members expressed 
frustration with the constraints.

“Over my dead body,” will the 
board simply rubber-stamp the 
previous plan, Chair John Zieser 

said, though he acknowledged the 
need to defer to staff expertise on 
navigating the new restrictions.

The board’s immediate 
assignment is to review the city’s 
future land-use map and consider 
whether the current land-use 
categories make sense. 

Fleet specifically asked 
members to examine the mixed-
use designation in the downtown 
area, which currently requires a 
50-50 split between residential 
and commercial development.

“That requirement is hurting 
development, not promoting 
development,” Fleet said.

She suggested creating 
a “commercial downtown” 
category that would allow 
residential but not mandate it, 
similar to what neighboring 
Green Cove Springs has 
implemented.

The grant also requires the city 
to develop a public engagement 
plan. Board members suggested 
reaching out to churches, civic 
organizations like Kiwanis 
and Rotary, the Lake Region 
Prosperity Partners, schools, and 
parent-teacher associations.

“We need to think about how to 
engage those who don’t normally 
engage,” board member Dr. 
Geraldine Robbins said.

Clay school 
board begins 
work on code 
of conduct

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

 The Clay County School Board 
will tackle a comprehensive 
review of its student code of 
conduct starting in February, 
beginning with bullying policies, 
officials said during a recent 
workshop.

Board member Michele 
Hanson proposed dividing 
the district’s lengthy student 
handbook into separate 
elementary and secondary 
versions, similar to what other 
Florida districts have done.

“It’s really long and no parents 
I know are ever reading it,” 
Hanson said. “I feel it needs to 
be divided into two sections, 
where we have an elementary 
student code of conduct separate 
from a secondary student code of 
conduct.”

The board member, who 
represents Keystone Heights 
and Middleburg, suggested 
creating one-page summaries 
with key information for parents 
to acknowledge electronically 
when they register their children 
at the start of each school year, 
similar to what Duval County 

does.
 “Communication is key for 

organizations to get better and 
smarter at what we do,” she said.

The board agreed to begin with 
bullying policies in February, 
followed by homework and 
grading policies. Hanson said 
she wants universal procedures 
for bullying across all schools, 
noting the approach worked well 
with the district’s cell phone 
policy.

“There’s a bit of a fight in 
us to do the right thing for our 
students, but when we held them 
to a very high expectation, what 
happened? They rose,” she said.

The board also plans to 
address truancy, discipline and 
classroom disruption policies, 
which Hanson said would have 
the biggest impact for teachers.

Hanson also suggested 
scheduling separate workshops 
dedicated to the student code 
of conduct rather than trying to 
cover everything during regular 
agenda review meetings, since 
the board must approve the 
updated code by April or May.

The discussion came during 
the board’s December 1 
workshop, where Superintendent 
David Broskie previewed a 
relatively light agenda for the 
upcoming December meeting — 
traditionally one of the shortest 
of the year.

In other business, the board 
discussed ways to improve 
communication with parents 
and the community. Hanson 

suggested adding a “myth versus 
fact” section to the district’s 
quarterly newsletter to address 
misconceptions about charter 
schools, school board roles, and 
other topics.

“There is a ton of 
misconception about what a 
school board does versus a 
superintendent,” she said. “It 
helps people understand. You can 
imagine what conversation is like 
if people have no background 
knowledge.”

The newsletter reaches 
thousands of readers; the last 
edition was opened more than 
41,000 times, officials said.

Hanson also requested more 
differentiated professional 
development opportunities for 
veteran teachers on the district’s 
semi-annual in-service days, 
suggesting master teachers 
could benefit from advanced 
workshops tailored to their 
experience level.

District officials said they 
already offer teacher choice 
sessions and incorporate teacher 
leaders into collaborative 
planning but welcomed 
suggestions for improvement.

The December board meeting 
will include recognitions for 
state swimming champions, the 
assistant principal of the year, 
and teacher and employee of the 
year semifinalists. Middleburg 
Elementary will be recognized 
as an exceeding expectations 
school.

KHHS career fair helps teens network 
toward their futures

BY JENN SAMSEL
jenn@bctelegraph.com

 Keystone Heights High 
School hosted its 7th Annual 
Career and College Fair, helping 
students prepare for college and 
pursue careers after graduation.

This year’s event, occurring 
on Wednesday, December 3, 
featured approximately 40 
different businesses, colleges, 
and military branches.

Students in grades 9 through 12 
had the opportunity to speak with 
representatives and learn about 
post-secondary opportunities.

“For the students, they have 
an idea of what they want to go 
into, and then they can go ahead 
and start networking and maybe 
build some connections with 
different employers, colleges, or 
military branches that they want 
to go into after they graduate,” 
said Carley Feagle, College and 
Career Coach, Keystone Heights 
High School

Kaylyn Chapman, a junior at 
KHHS, attended the career fair. 
Her goal is to become a special 
education teacher and attend the 
University of North Florida.

“I went over to the UNF table 
and talked to them, and they gave 
me a lot of papers, so I could talk 
to them about going through the 
whole process,” she said.

Madallynn Glinski, following 
her classmate, is also looking 
at colleges that align with her 
career as a cardiac stenographer, 
helping people with cardiac and 
cardiovascular problems. She is 
considering attending Santa Fe 
Community College.

“Keystone Heights Junior 
Senior High put this on today 
so we could learn more about 
college and careers and what we 
want to do in our next step,” she 
said.

Mindie Roberts, Human 
Resources Consultant, Capital 
City Bank, said her company has 
made direct hires from the fair in 
the past.

“I will tell you that in the last 
five years that I’ve been working 
with Ginger Lee, Capital 
City Bank, Client Experience 
Manager, she has recruited two 
students, one right out of high 
school. She stayed with us for 
about a year, grew her career, and 
then moved on to another career, 
and then another one. She is still 
working with us and growing her 
career that came right out of high 
school,” said Roberts.

Alongside the career fair, 
many students will have the 
opportunity to learn how to 

write resumes and 
cover letters, as 
well as participate 
in real-life mock 
interviews with 
actual businesses. 
This experience 
will help them gain 
insights into the 
real world after 
graduating from 
high school.

Capital City 
Bank is one of 
the employers 
participating in next year’s mock 
interview process organized by 
the Student Advisory Council. 
This initiative helps students 
with interviewing techniques, 
resume building, and dressing 
for success in the real world.

“We teach and help them to 
build resumes. What they do in 
high school, the grades they get, 
the committees they’re on, the 
clubs they join, being the captain 
of their softball team are career 
choices that they can put on 
their resume for college and for 
the workforce afterwards,” said 
Roberts.

The community advocate and 
event planner for the Keystone 
Heights RV Resort said she was 
helping students 
learn about trade 
schools and offered 
them part-time jobs 
during the summer.

“Trying to get 
them to try pretty 
much everything 
with jobs and 
everything they 
want,” said  Helen 
L a v a r n w a y . 
“They could 
be electricians, 
m a i n t e n a n c e , 
m e c h a n i c s , 
anything that’s 
affordable for them, 
because college is 
expensive these 
days. I love helping 
the students.” 

R e c o g n i z i n g 
the demand for 
careers in fire, EMT, and law 
enforcement, Santa Fe College 
representatives encouraged 
students to become licensed in 
those fields.

“I’ve been with the college for 
30 years, and we help navigate 
the process of the application. 
We train first responders, so 
students who want to go into a 
life of service, a good choice, 
and to serve the community,” 
said Tom Mason, Advisor for 

the Emergency Medical Services 
Programs, Santa Fe College.

At the beginning of the school 
year, a larger career fair is held 
at the Clay County Fairgrounds. 

However, many students are 
unable to attend due to the long 
distance. To address this issue, 
KHHS organizes a career fair 
that brings together employers, 
colleges, and trade schools from 
various counties, making it more 
accessible to students.

Helen Lavarnway (right) and Lenore 
Nepveu of the Keystone Heights RV 

Resort.

Mindie Roberts (right) and 
Ginger Lee of Capital City 

Bank.

Tom Mason, Sayuri Anderson, and 
Jenny Widerman of Santa Fe College.

district to make withdrawals 
from the stream.

“I’m happy to report that 
right now, we’re pumping at 
about two and a half million 
gallons per day, and it’s going 

out through the outfall into 
Alligator Creek,” he said. “We 
have surface water monitoring 
downstream at our first 
compliance point, and so far, 
that looks good. We’ll continue 
to pump water, treat it, and put 
it into Alligator Creek as long as 
we are above the 25 cubic feet 
per second threshold.”

Jenkins also reported progress 

on the treatment facility at Camp 
Blanding. He said that with four 
out of six cells complete, Cell 6 
is 30% complete, and Cell 5 is 
not far behind. 

The director added that 
workers recently made 
improvements to the outflow 
structure leading into Alligator 
Creek to reduce erosion.

CREEK
Continued from page 1



BY	CLIFF	SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Laila Hill, Kayla Mueller, 
Alixiyah Nicolas and Ryland 
Rike were recognized as 
Bradford High School’s fi rst-
ever Cambridge Advanced 
International Certifi cate of 
Education Program graduates 

during a Nov. 18 ceremony in the 
school’s auditorium.

The four students, who passed 
seven AICE exams, are eligible 
for Bright Futures Florida 
Academic scholarships, which 
pay for 100 percent of tuition.

Bradford has another 15 
students who are program 

completers — students who’ve 
passed some exams, but not the 
seven required to be program 
graduates. Those students 
are Wyatt Acevedo, Isabella 
Brennen, Daelyn Cornwall, 
Mailia Deese, Evan Franks, 
Rachel Hager, Koy Hartley, 
Camron Newman, Diego Ochoa, 
James Powell, Amy Prescott, 
Summer Martin, Kailyn Teal, 
Addison Thornton and Charlie 
Zink. Principal Chris Coffey said 
13 of those students are on track 
to join Hill, Mueller, Nicolas and 
Rike as program graduates by 
the end of this school year.

Students participating in the 
Cambridge AICE Program earn 
college credits as well as high 
school credits by passing exams. 
With 136 students passing 136 
AICE exams in the 2024-25 
school year, it is estimated they 
saved approximately $90,000 in 
college tuition. All of Bradford’s 
full-time AICE Program students 
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(904) 964-8018
601 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091

“Amazing staff & doctor! Very satisfied.”

601 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091

(904) 964-7434

218 Temple Ave
Starke, FL 32091

“Fast, friendly service! Kudos to 
Sporting Chance!”

(904) 964-6411
1051 S Water St,
 Starke, FL 32091

The staff showed 
they really cared 
about my boy... 
Went above and 

beyond!

(386) 496-2630
1050 SE 6th Street,
Lake Butler, FL 32054 “EXCELLENT SERVICE!”

(352) 327-7663

“The folks at Atlantic Roofing are top-notch”

4739 NW 53rd Ave STE A, 
Gainesville, FL 32653

Gainesville and 
surrounding areas!

www.worleyconstruction.net

www.georgerobertsins.com
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(904) 964-7423
131 N Cherry St, Starke, FL 32091

“Installers were great, prompt, & their work was excellent.”

Starke Golf & Country Club
15501 NE 14TH Ave
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-5441
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

GREENS FEE: $10
CART RENTAL: $20

“I absolutely recommend Phillip 
McDonald Plumbing and Septic!”

904-964-3737
740 S Orange St
Starke, FL 32091

HHiigghhllyy RRaatteedd LLooccaall BBuussiinneesssseess!!

292 Lafayette St
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-8076

“Everyone was 
great. They went 

above and beyond. 
Very happy with 

the way I was 
treated. Looking 

forward to my 
next visit.”

“I highly 
recommend 

them for 
installation 
and repair.”

386-867-0572
SERVICES 20 
DIFFERENT COUNTIES!

Welcome to Rivers 
Flowing Church- where 
the river of God never 

runs dry!

904-964-7061
22610 HWY 301 N
Lawtey, FL 32054

SUN: 10AM | WED: 7PM

(904) 964-7423(904) 964-7423
131 N Cherry St

Dream. Live. Prosper.

131 N Cherry St
STARKE

(386) 496-3333(386) 496-3333
255 SE 6th St255 SE 6th St

LAKE BUTLER

AUNTIE LILI’S 
CHILDCARE CENTER

904-303-1014
407 W. Washington St. Starke

7415 State Rd 21
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
(352) 473-9595

Formerly Mike Bertie 
Heating and Air, 
Serving Keystone 

Heights and 
surrounding areas 

since 2008.
5-STAR RATED!

“Great set of guys that 
came. Found my issue. 

Quick work.”
904-964-7061

864 N Temple Ave STE C 
Starke, FL 32091

came. Found my issue. 

864 N Temple Ave STE C 

Craig Falstreaux Heating & Air, Inc
228 S Walnut St, Starke, FL 32091
(904) 964-2241

“Love Craig and 
his team. They are 

honest and always go 
above and beyond to 
take care of the issues 

we have.”

5-STAR RATED!

352-664-7702
260 S Lawrence Blvd, Suite 101
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

“Very 
knowledgeable 

and caring staff!”

“They take care of 
business And take 
care of people at 
the same time.”(904) 966-6161

945-B N Temple Ave, Starke, FL 32091

“Rod was a pleasure to work with! He 
nailed it! Thank you Rod! I’ll be calling 

on you again for sure!

5-STAR RATED!

(904) 769-9779
Serving Lawtey 
& surrounding areas

on you again for sure!

Passing	the	AICE	Global	Perspectives	exam	were	(front,	l-r)	Landon	King,	Laila	Hill,	
Kayla	Mueller,	Ryland	Rike,	Emmalee	Yates,	Amy	Prescott,	(back,	l-r)	Evan	Franks,	
Jamiee	Lin,	Daelyn	Cornwall,	Camron	Newman,	Alixiyah	Nicolas	and	Diego	Ochoa.	
Not	pictured:	Summer	Martin	and	Kelsey	Reddish.

Passing	the	AICE	English	Language	exam	were	(front,	l-r)	Amy	Prescott,	Kayla	
Mueller,	Emmalee	Yates,	(back,	l-r)	Ryland	Rike,	Daelyn	Cornwall,	Evan	Franks,	
Laila	Hill,	Camron	Newman	and	Alixyah	Nicolas.	Not	pictured:	Isabella	Brennan.

Passing	the	AICE	Thinking	Skills	exam	were	(front,	l-r)	Rowan	Butler,	Donald	
Painter,	Bryston	Williams,	(back,	l-r)	Brylee	Gibson,	Hayden	Goodwin,	Trevor	
Clements,	Victoria	Hudgens,	Brooke	Rodriguez	and	Samuel	Stephens.	Not	pictured:	
Steven	Carter,	Emalyn	Crawford,	Kaydence	Crawford,	Harley	Grantz,	Tucker	Griffi	s,	
Brandy	Hall,	Ariana	Lee,	Hayden	Paris,	Henry	Prescott,	Hailey	Redding,	Koen	
Reddish,	Zachary	Wells	and	Julia	Zurfl	uh.

Passing	the	AICE	English	General	Paper	exam	were	(front	l-r)	Bryston	Williams,	
Donald	Painter,	Remington	Redding,	(middle,	l-r)	Kadynce	Brown,	Brylee	Gibson,	
William	Warren	and	Sevon	Smart,	(back,	l-r)	Rowan	Butler,	Trevor	Clements,	
Mackenna	Davis,	Hayden	Goodwin,	Victoria	Hudgens,	Brooke	Rodriguez	and	
Samuel	Stephens.	Not	pictured:	Drake	Benejam,	Amber	Boenert,	Jo’vanni	Borelli-
Simms,	Skyla	Buonacore,	Delana	Callan,	Dillan	Perez	Clarkson,	Emalyn	Crawford,	
Kaydence	Crawford,	Harley	Grantz,	Tucker	Griffi	s,	Brandy	Hall,	Jashiyah	Hendrieth,	
Ella	Hense,	Ariana	Lee,	Leskai	Padilla,	Hayden	Paris,	Patrick	Pendarvis,	Sarah	
Rantz,	Hailey	Redding,	Reece	Scoggins,	Bailey	Smith,	Zachary	Wells	and	Julia	
Zurfl	uh.

Ryland	Rike,	Kayla	Mueller,	Laila	Hill,	Alixiyah	Nicolas	
(l-r)	are	Bradford	High	School’s	fi	rst-ever	AICE	
diploma	recipients.

BHS	recognizes	4	AICE	grads	
and other program participants

See	AICE,	page	11
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Robert	H.	Bell
Robert Hovey Bell, 90, of Melrose died 

Monday, Nov. 24, 2025. He served in the 
United States Air Force and Air National 
Guard and was a minister for over 40 
years at Keystone Heights Church of 
Christ. He was preceded in death by his 
son, James Robert Bell; and wife, Patsy 
Carolyn Carlton Bell. 

Survivors are his wife, Rebecca J. 
(Newman) Bell; daughter, Joy Carol Bell 
(Martin) Hurewitz; and extended family. 

A Celebration of Life will be held at a 
later date. 

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher 
Funeral Home, 340 E. Walker Drive, Keystone Heights 32656. 352-473-
3176. www.jonesgallagherfh.com 

Alina	Gonzalez
Alina Camryn Gonzalez, 25, of Starke 

passed away Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025, at 
UF Health Shands Hospital in Gainesville. 
She was born on April 22, 2000, in 
Gainesville to her loving parents, Jose 
Juan Gonzalez and Yvonne Bias Gonzalez. 
Alina was a lifelong resident of Bradford 
County and graduated from Bradford 
High School in 2018. Following school, 
she pursued a career centered on serving 
and helping others, something that came 
naturally to her kind and generous spirit. 
She was currently serving at Keystone 
Camp and Conference Center, a division 
of the Salvation Army, where she served 
in many capacities, including housekeeping, food preparation, and assisting 
with day-to-day operations. No matter what the task, she approached her 
work with diligence, dedication, and a heart for service. She was known for 
her critical thinking, as she was easily able to solve situations and problems. 
She had a beautiful soul and always put others’ needs before her own. She 
was someone people found easy to confi de in, never judgmental, always 
understanding, and she brought humor to her conversations. Her warm 
presence could light up every room. She loved attending Cross Church, 
where she recently accepted Christ into her heart and was preparing to be 
baptized on Sunday. Her life was centered around her Lord and Savior, and 
she used every opportunity to share the good news of salvation. More than 
anything, she cherished being a mother and loved spending time with her 
children, all her family, and her friends. Alina was deeply loved and will be 
forever missed. She was preceded in death by her maternal grandparents, 
Thelma Younger and Leo Roy Bias; and paternal grandparents, Piadad 
Gutierrez Gonzalez and Sotero Gonzalez.

She is survived by her parents, Jose Juan (Noemi) Gonzalez of Hampton 
and Yvonne Gonzalez of Starke; children, Adene Gonzalez, Alvin Banks 
James IV, and Melea Lee all of Starke; brothers, Jeremy (Jacie) Bias of 
Middleburg, Julian Martinez of Green Cove Springs, and Sotero Gonzalez 
of Starke; nieces, Effi e Bias, Mila Thelma Jane Martinez, and Roena May 
Martinez; nephews, Osee Bias and Shaw Bias; along with many extended 
family members and friends.

A Celebration of Alina’s Life will be held Thursday, Dec. 11, at 3 p.m. at 
Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel, with Pastor Justin Durrance offi ciating. 
Interment will follow at Santa Fe Cemetery. The family will receive friends 
on Thursday an hour prior to the service at the funeral home. 

Arrangements are under the care and direction of V. Todd Ferreira Funeral 
Services and Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel, Starke. 904-964-5757. Visit 
www.ferreirafuneralservices.com to sign the family guest book.

PAID OBITUARY

Glen	Preuhs
Glen Preuhs, beloved husband, father, 

grandfather, brother, and friend, passed 
away peacefully surrounded by family. He 
lived a full and active life, marked by love, 
laughter, and service to others. He was 
born and raised in Le Sueur, Minnesota, 
where he attended a country school for 
grade school and later graduated from Le 
Sueur Public School. He enjoyed roller 
skating and even competed at the national 
level in Washington, D.C. Glen met the 
love of his life, Dessa, at a bowling alley 
in Madelia, Minnesota. He often said that 
when he saw her, he knew immediately 
he was going to marry her. They wed on 
July 3, 1963, at the Presbyterian church in Madelia. After their marriage, 
he and Dessa moved to Red Wing, Minnesota, where they raised their two 
daughters and later welcomed their son. They eventually settled in Frontenac, 
Minnesota, building their fi rst home, the iconic A-frame, where they became 
active members of the local church. Glen sang in the church choir, played 
on the church softball league, and cherished his mornings at the Whistle 
Stop Café with “The Frontenac Boys.” Later, Glen and Dessa built a second 
home near the Villa Maria, where Glen generously helped the sisters with 
maintenance and repairs. In 1995, after Dessa’s retirement, they moved to 
Starke, where Glen quickly became part of the community, fi nding a favorite 
coffee shop and making lifelong friends. In 2003, they built their third home 
in Keystone Heights, surrounded by friends who became family. Glen loved 
camping and made annual summer trips to Minnesota to visit loved ones and 
enjoy the outdoors, a tradition that began with the fi rst camper he bought the 
year he married Dessa. Glen was preceded in death by his children, Susan 
Marie Blomstrom, Nancy Ann Hale and Tony Glen Preuhs; and his great-
grandson, Devlyn Glen Voss.

He is survived by his granddaughters, Tracy (David) van Eijl of Rochester, 
Minnesota, and Jessi Voss of St. Paul, Minnesota; great-grandchildren, 
Graham Gillmore of Long Beach, California, Vivian (Sam) Tillinghast of 
Plainview, Minnesota, and Francesca and Escher van Eijl; his sisters, Shari 
“Jeannie” (Ed) Nytes of New Prague, Minnesota and Roxanne (Gordon) 
Schultz of Mankato, Minnesota; as well as three nieces, Jenna, Robin, and 
Rhoda; and one nephew, Shannon.

Glen’s life was fi lled with hobbies and passions: hunting, boating, fi shing, 
snowmobiling, motorcycling, bowling, golfi ng, and woodworking. He built 
three homes and maintained an impressive woodworking shop. Known 
for his kind nature, Glen was always ready to lend a helping hand, solve 
problems, and offer thoughtful advice without judgment. He loved the 
outdoors, cherished family traditions, and created countless memories, like 
the whipped-cream fi ght with his sisters at Thanksgiving and helping with 
the fall harvest every year. Glen will be remembered for his generosity, 
humor, and unwavering love for family and friends. His legacy lives on in 
the lives he touched and the homes he built.

The family will have a time of fellowship with coffee and light 
refreshments on Saturday, Dec. 13, beginning at 10 a.m., with a memorial 
service following at 11 a.m. at DeWitt C. Jones Chapel of Jones-Gallagher 
Funeral Home of Starke.

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke, 620 Nona 
St., Starke, 32656. 904-964-6200 www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

Cathy	Ruth	
Sistrunk

Mrs. Cathy Ruth Sistrunk, 78 of 
Keystone Heights passed away peacefully 
Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025, following an 
extended illness. She was born Feb. 4, 
1947, in Jacksonville, to the late Edgar 
and Annabelle (Hale) Rawls and spent 
her life bringing joy and knowledge 
to those around her. She was a proud, 
longtime resident of Keystone Heights, 
where she made countless memories 
and connections. As a dedicated speech 
language pathologist, Cathy found her 
calling working with elementary school 
students, crafting special language 
programs that uplifted and empowered children with disabilities. Her career 
as her pinnacle was developing language with pre-school handicapped 
children.  Her passion for teaching extended beyond her career. For 10 years, 
she led a women’s Bible study at Keystone Heights Methodist Church, 
where her warmth and wisdom touched many lives. She was also an avid 
reader and a vibrant member of the local book club and birthday club.

She is survived by her loving husband of 57 wonderful and loving years, 
Albert Sistrunk of Keystone Heights; and their children, Rob (Catrina) 
Sistrunk of Williston, Betsy (Joe) Condon of Keystone Heights, and Andy 
(Elise Paulson) Sistrunk of DeLand; and her brother, Edgar (Kathy) Rawls of 
St. Petersburg.  Also left behind is her nephew, Edgar “Tra” (Marion) Rawls 
III; and niece, Kemper (James) Seay. As “Nana” to her “Darling Boys,” 
Robbie (Emily) Sistrunk, Brad Perkins, Joseph Sistrunk, Davey Sistrunk, 
Adam Sistrunk, Aidan Perkins, T.J. Sistrunk, and D.J. (Hada) Condon, she 
cherished every moment spent with them, sharing laughter and love that will 
forever echo in their hearts.

A memorial service will be held Thursday, Dec. 11, at 2 p.m. at Keystone 
Heights Methodist Church, with Pastor James Taylor offi ciating. A small 
reception will follow the service in the family life center.  In lieu of fl owers, 
memorial gifts can be made to Lake Area Ministries, P.O. Box 1385, 
Keystone Heights, 32656.

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 340 E. Walker 
Drive, Keystone Heights 32656. 352-473-3176. www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

Ursula	Vuckovic
Celebrating a Life Rooted in Faith and Love. In Loving Memory of 

Ursula Ingeburg Pahn Vuckovic, lovingly known as Omi, was born March 
10, 1942, and was called home to be with her Lord and Savior on Sunday, 
Dec. 7, 2025. Her life was a testament to the power of faith, the strength of 
love, and the beauty of a soul devoted to Jesus Christ. A Life Full of Joy 
and Prayer radiated warmth, kindness, and a joy that lifted the spirits of 
everyone around her. Her greatest treasures were her children, whom she 
cherished with all her heart, and her husband, Karlo - her rock, always by 
her side. Every moment spent with us was precious, and she made sure her 
love was felt deeply and consistently. Her faith in Jesus was the cornerstone 
of her life. She found profound peace and purpose in her relationship with 
Jesus, and she joyfully dedicated herself to prayer, making it her mission to 
lift her children before the Lord each and every day. Her prayers were woven 
into the fabric of her family’s life, a spiritual legacy that endures beyond her 
years on earth. A Gospel-Centered Legacy -Ursula’s life was marked by a 
steadfast belief in the gospel, the good news that Jesus Christ loves, redeems, 
and saves. She modeled this truth in the way she lived, always seeking to 
refl ect Christ’s love and compassion to those around her. Through trials and 
triumphs, her trust in God never wavered, and her faith encouraged others 
to pursue a deeper relationship with Him. Her unwavering commitment to 
prayer and her devotion to her family were grounded in her understanding 
of God’s grace. Omi’s legacy is one of faithfulness, hope, and unconditional 
love, a legacy that invites all who knew her to embrace the promises of the 
gospel and fi nd comfort in God’s eternal care. Remembering Omi -Ursula 
will be deeply missed by her family, friends, and all who were blessed by 
her presence. Though we mourn her passing, we rejoice in the assurance 
that she is now at peace, embraced by the love of her Savior. Her prayers, 
her laughter, and her unwavering faith will remain with us, guiding and 
uplifting us as we walk our own journeys of faith. As we honor mom’s life, 
we celebrate not only the remarkable woman she was, but also the hope and 
salvation found in Jesus Christ-the foundation on which she built her life 
and the joy she now knows in His presence. Until we see you again, Mom, 
we thank God for the gift of your love and the example of your faith. In a 
minute. 

Ursula is survived by her husband, Karlo Vuckovic; her daughter, 
Christine Meadows; her daughter, Heidi McGee, her son Ivan Vuckovic; her 
son, Mark Vuckovic; and her 11 grandchildren; and 16 great-grandchildren. 

Funeral services for Mrs. Vuckovic will be held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, Dec. 
12, at Lake Area Bible Church, with her son, Mark Vuckovic, offi ciating.  
Interment will be private at Keystone Heights Cemetery.  

If you would like to donate to the care of her husband, Karlo Vuckovic, 
please send a cash gift in lieu of fl owers. Venmo @Mark-Vuckovic, 
Zelle: 407-592-9826, Cash App: $MarkVuckovic

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 340 E. Walker 
Drive, Keystone Heights 32656. 352-473-3176. www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

Billie	Elaine	Yon
Mrs. Billie Elaine Yon, 79, of Starke 

passed away Sunday, Dec. 7, 2025, at 
Haven Hospice Custead Care Center 
in Orange Park. She was born Aug. 10, 
1946, in Memphis, Tennessee, to the late 
Finas Mary (Hudspeth) Shoemaker. Billie 
lived a vibrant life and spent many years 
in Starke, where she created countless 
cherished memories with her family and 
friends. She dedicated her career to the 
banking industry as a money manager 
at TD Bank. Those who knew her will 
remember her as a caring and devoted 
“Nana” to her beloved grandchildren, 
Cody, John, Bryan, and Jacob. She also 
had a special place in her heart for her late grandson, Josh, who brought 
her much joy during his life. A lifelong Southern Baptist, she was baptized 
at Madison Street Baptist Church, where her faith guided her through both 
good times and challenging moments. She had a zest for life, whether she 
was curled up with a good book, enjoying her favorite snacks of popcorn and 
chocolate, or sipping on a Dr. Pepper while binging on Netfl ix, she always 
found joy in the little things.

She is survived by her loving daughters, Tammy (John) Crawford and Lisa 
(Timothy) Nugent; and sisters, Mildred “Betty” Grace, Linda Corey, and 
Barbara Petty. Together, they will carry on her legacy of love and laughter.

A memorial service will be held at a later date, details of which will be 
shared with family and friends.

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home, 620 E. Nona St., 
Starke, 32091. 904-964-6200.  www.jonesgallagherfh.com

PAID OBITUARY

KHHS	girls	still	
undefeated	
after	43-34	win	
over	Baldwin

BY	CLIFF	SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Daisy Hubbard and Rigby 
Morford came close to posting 
double-doubles for the Keystone 
Heights High School girls 
basketball team, which defeated 
host Baldwin for a 43-34 District 
3-3A win on Dec. 5.

The Indians (4-0) got 
consecutive three-pointers from 
Hubbard to take an 14-2 lead in 
the fi rst half.

Baldwin (1-5) would then 
outscore Keystone 14-5 as the 
Indians took just a three-point 
lead into halftime.

Raven Bastin knocked down 
a trey to break a 21-21 tie in 
the third quarter and later made 
another shot from beyond the arc 
to give Keystone a 38-30 lead in 
the fourth.

Bastin and Hubbard each 
fi nished with two three-pointers.

Hubbard led the Indians with 
nine points, while also grabbing 
a team-high 13 rebounds.

Bastin and Morford each 
had eight points, with Morford 
adding eight rebounds and two 
blocked shots.

Grace Keaton and Alexandra 
Papaioannou each fi nished with 
four points, while the following 
had two each: Kadence Massey, 
Maria Papaioannou and Melissa 
Williams.

Massey also grabbed eight 
rebounds and led the team in 
assists with eight. She and Bastin 
each had a team-high two steals.

Keystone entered the game off 
a 44-12 win over visiting Duval 
Charter on Dec. 2. Hubbard led 
the team with 11 points, while 
the Indians also got eight from 
Alexandra Papaioannou, six 
from Maria Papaioannou, fi ve 
from Massey, four from Arianna 
Denmark, three from Bastin, 
two each from Keaton, Morford 
and Kirsten Lavin and one from 
Williams.

Maria Papaioannou led the 
Indians in rebounds with eight, 
while Alexandra Papaioannou 
led the team in steals with six.

Massey and Bastin had four 
and three steals, respectively, 
while Keystone also got two 
blocked shots each from Massey 
and Maria Papaioannou.

The Indians host West Nassau 
on Thursday, Dec. 11, at 7 p.m. 
and will travel to play district 
opponent Palatka on Friday, Dec. 
12, at 6 p.m.

On Monday, Dec. 15, Keystone 
hosts Clay at 7 p.m.

5	score	in	
double	fi	gures	
for	UCHS	boys	
in	71-62	win	
over	Hamilton

BY	CLIFF	SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Tyrese Chandler led fi ve 
players with double-digit points 
as the Union County High 
School boys basketball team 
improved to 2-0 with a 71-62 
win at Hamilton County on Dec. 
5.

The Tigers trailed by six at 
halftime, but outscored Hamilton 
20-12 in the third quarter to go 
up 50-48. Union then outscored 

the Trojans 21-14 in the fi nal 
quarter.

Chandler scored 19 points, 
while R.J. Odom and Garrison 
Smith each had 12 points. Adrian 
Manns and Montrell Woods had 
11 and 10 points, respectively, 
while Jackson Andersen-Davis 
added six points.

It was a double-double for 
Woods, who grabbed a team-
high 10 rebounds. Manns and 
Chandler fi nished with nine and 
seven rebounds, respectively.

Odom and Smith led the Tigers 
in assists with seven each, with 
Smith also coming away with a 
team-high fi ve steals.

Woods and Odom had four 
and three steals, respectively.

Union will host Fort White on 
Friday, Dec. 12, and Branford on 
Saturday, Dec. 13. Both games 
will tip off at 7:30 p.m. following 
junior varsity games at 6 p.m.

On Monday, Dec. 15, the 
Tigers host Dixie County in a 
triple header, with the JV boys 
playing at 4:30 p.m., the varsity 
girls playing at 6 p.m. and the 
varsity boys playing at 7:30 p.m.

BHS	can’t	keep	
up	with	Hilliard	
in	girls	hoops

BY	CLIFF	SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

It was a rough night for the 
Bradford High School girls 
basketball team, which fell 66-
30 to visiting Hilliard on Dec. 4.

Hilliard (5-2), a Rural Class 
team that made it to the state 
semifi nals last season, built a 
nine-point lead in the fi rst quarter 
and pushed the margin to double 
digits in the second.

The Tornadoes (2-2) were 
plagued by turnovers (29) and 
got almost their entire offense 
from one player — Ar’Nayshia 
Griffi n, who fi nished with 20 
points.

Bradford got off to a good 
start, with Griffi n scoring off 
an offensive rebound and then 
driving to the basket for another 
two points. A free throw by 
Griffi n later put the Tornadoes 
ahead 5-1.

The Red Flashes got their 
fi rst basket from Charlee Matos, 
which was followed by Reah 
Saunders scoring off a steal, 
tying it up at 5-5.

Consecutive turnovers by 
Bradford led to Matos scoring 
off an offensive rebound and 
Saunders scoring on a layup, 
putting the Flashes up 9-5.

Hilliard had one offensive 
possession on which it grabbed 
four offensive rebounds, with 
the fourth by Kailyn Balance 
resulting in a basket and an 11-5 
lead.

The Tornadoes’ Ky’lee 
Johnson had a layup off a Griffi n 
assist to make it a four-point 
game, but Hilliard scored seven 
of the next nine points to take an 
18-9 lead into the second quarter.

Matos scored two consecutive 
baskets off turnovers to give 
Hilliard a 24-12 lead. The 
Flashes would go into the half up 
26-15.

Hilliard made two three-
pointers following turnovers 
to start the second half and 
outscored the Tornadoes 17-7 to 
take a 43-22 lead into the fi nal 
quarter.

The Flashes fi nished with 36 
points off turnovers.

Griffi n, who scored nine of 

See	BHS,	page	10
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Legals  for the week of Dec. 11, 
2025

BRADFORD
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 

EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 
AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY, 

FLORIDA 
GENERAL JURISDICTION 

DIVISION
CASE NO. 25000366CAAXMX

LAKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC,
	 Plaintiff,
vs.
JOHN ROSS DELOTELLE A/K/A 
JOHN R. DELOTELLE, et. al.
	 Defendant(s),

NOTICE OF ACTION - 
CONSTRUCTIVE SERVICE

TO: JOHN ROSS DELOTELLE 
A/K/A JOHN R. DELOTELLE, 
UNKNOWN SPOUSE OF JOHN 
ROSS DELOTELLE A/K/A JOHN 
R. DELOTELLE, whose residence 
is unknown and all parties having 
or claiming to have any right, title 
or interest in the property described 
in the mortgage being foreclosed 
herein. 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
an action to foreclose a mortgage on 
the following property:
LOTS 1, 2, 15 AND 16 OF BLOCK 
5 OF HAMPTON, FLORIDA, A 
SUBDIVISION RECORDED IN THE 
PUBLIC RECORDS OF BRADFORD 
COUNTY, FLORIDA.
has been filed against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on 
counsel for Plaintiff, whose address 
is 6409 Congress Avenue, Suite 
100, Boca Raton, Florida 33487 on 
or before (30 days from Date of First 
Publication of this Notice) and file the 
original with the clerk of this court 
either before service on Plaintiff’s 
attorney or immediately thereafter; 
otherwise a default will be entered 
against you for the relief demanded in 
the complaint or petition filed herein. 
WITNESS my hand and the seal of 
this Court at Bradford County, Florida, 
this 21 day of November, 2025.
Robertson, Anschutz, Schneid, Crane 
& Partners, PLLC
6409 Congress Ave., Suite 100
Boca Raton, FL 33487
PRIMARY EMAIL: flmail@raslg.com
THIS NOTICE SHALL BE 
PUBLISHED ONCE A WEEK FOR 
TWO (2) CONSECUTIVE WEEKS.
PUBLISH IN: BRADFORD COUNTY 
TELEGRAPH
DENNY THOMPSON
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BY: KANETRA JENKINS
DEPUTY CLERK

12/4 2tchg-12/11-BCT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE  8TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN  

AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

GENERAL JURISDICTION 
DIVISION

CASE NO. 2024000431CAAXMX
PROVIDENT FUNDING 
ASSOCIATES, L.P.
Plaintiff,
vs.
PAUL MCDAVID AKA PAUL G. 
MCDAVID AKA PAUL GLEN 
MCDAVID, et. al.,
Defendants.
NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE SALE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant 
to an Order or Final Judgment entered 
in Case No. 2024000431CAAXMX of 
the Circuit Court of the 8th Judicial 
Circuit in and for Bradford County, 
Florida, wherein, PROVIDENT 
FUNDING ASSOCIATES, L.P., 
Plaintiff, and PAUL MCDAVID AKA 
PAUL G. MCDAVID AKA PAUL GLEN 
MCDAVID, et. al., are Defendants, 
Clerk of Circuit Court, Denny 
Thompson, will sell to the highest 
bidder for cash at the lobby of the 
Bradford County Courthouse, 945 
North Temple Avenue, Starke, FL 
32091, on January 9, 2026 at 11:00 
AM, the following described property:
A TRACT OF LAND LOCATED IN 
SECTION 25, TOWNSHIP 7 SOUTH, 
RANGE 20 EAST, BRADFORD 
COUNTY, FLORIDA, BEING MORE 
PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:
COMMENCE AT THE NORTHWEST 

CORNER OF SAID SECTION 25 
FOR A POINT OF REFERENCE; 
THENCE RUN SOUTHERLY 
ALONG THE WEST LINE OF SAID 
SECTION 25 FOR A DISTANCE OF 
3.24 FEET TO AN INTERSECTION 
WITH THE CENTERLINE OF 
STATE ROAD NO. S-231, SAID 
POINT OF INTERSECTION BEING 
IN A CURVE HAVING A DELTA 
OF 1 DEGREE 56 MINUTES 40 
SECONDS, A RADIUS OF 22918.31 
FEET AND A TANGENT OF 390.04 
FEET; THENCE RUN EASTERLY 
ALONG SAID CENTERLINE AN ARC 
DISTANCE OF 390.00 FEET TO THE 
P.T. OF SAID CURVE; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 89 DEGREES 24 MINUTES 
32 SECONDS EAST, ALONG SAID 
CENTERLINE 1680.90 FEET TO 
THE P.C. OF A CURVE; THENCE 
CONTINUE NORTH 89 DEGREES 
24 MINUTES 32 SECONDS EAST, 
400.00 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 
8 DEGREES 31 MINUTES 28 
SECONDS EAST, 12.30 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, SAID 
POINT LYING 40.09 FEET RADIALLY 
SOUTH OF THE CENTERLINE OF 
SAID STATE ROAD NO. S-231; 
THENCE RUN SOUTH 8 DEGREES 
31 MINUTES 28 SECONDS EAST, 
548.66 FEET; THENCE RUN 
NORTH 87 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 
25 SECONDS EAST 398.49 FEET; 
THENCE RUN NORTH 8 DEGREES 
31 MINUTES 28 SECONDS WEST 
548.66 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 
87 DEGREES 39 MINUTES 25 
SECONDS WEST, 398.49 FEET TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING. 
Any person claiming an interest in the 
surplus from the sale, if any, must file 
a claim per the requirements set forth 
in FL Stat. 45.302.
DATED this 20th day of November, 
2025.
GREENSPOON MARDER, LLP
100 W. Cypress Creek Road, Suite 
700
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309
Telephone: (954) 491-1120
Hearing Line: (888) 491-1120
Facsimile: (954) 343-6982
Email: gmforeclosure@gmlaw.com
Email: Michele.Clancy@gmlaw.com
By:
/s/ Michele R. Clancy 
Michele R. Clancy, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 498661
24-002694-01 / 41176.0188 / Jean 
Schwartz

IMPORTANT
Publish in: Bradford County Telegraph 
Under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, if you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in a proceeding, 
you are entitled to be provided with 
certain assistance at no cost to you. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator, 
Alachua County Family and Civil 
Justice Center, 201 East University 
Avenue, Gainesville, FL 32601 (352-
337-6237) at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, 
or immediately upon receiving this 
notification if the time before the 
scheduled appearance is less than 
7 days. If you are hearing or voice-
impaired, call 1-800-955-8770 via 
Florida Relay Service.

12/4 2tchg 12/11-BCT

COMMISSION MEETING
THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY NOTIFIED 
that the Bradford County Board of 
County Commissioners will have 
a board meeting on December 18, 
2025, at 6:30 PM, inside the county 
commission meeting room, located 
in the north wing section of the 
Bradford County Courthouse, 945 
N. Temple, Avenue, Starke, FL. A 
copy of the meeting agenda may be 
obtained from the Bradford County 
website: www.bradfordcountyfl.gov. 
Said meeting location is secured – no 
firearms or weapons are permitted. 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
8TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 

FOR 
BRADFORD COUNTY

CASE NO.  04-2025-DP-000006
IN THE INTEREST OF:
A.L.B.  DOB: 4/8/2017,
B.B.  DOB: 3/8/2020,

MINOR CHILDREN                                
NOTICE OF ACTION

TERMINATION OF PARENTAL 
RIGHTS

TO: Alyssa Barr, address unknown 
YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED that 
the State of Florida, Department of 
Children and Families, has filed a 
Petition to terminate your parental 
rights and permanently commit 
the following children for adoption: 
A.L.B. born on 4/8/2017 and B.B. 
born on 3/8/2020. You are hereby 
commanded to appear on Tuesday, 
January 27, 2026, at 1:30 PM before 
the General Magistrate Bridget Baker 
at the Bradford Courthouse, 945 
North Temple Avenue Starke, FL 
32091, for an ADVISORY HEARING.
FAILURE TO PERSONALLY APPEAR 
AT THIS ADVISORY HEARING 
CONSTITUTES CONSENT TO 
THE TERMINATION OF PARENTAL 
RIGHTS OF THESE CHILDREN. 
IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR ON THE 
DATE AND TIME SPECIFIED, YOU 
MAY LOSE ALL LEGAL RIGHTS 
AS A PARENT TO THE CHILDREN 
NAMED IN THIS NOTICE.
If you are a person with a disability 
who needs any accommodation in 
order to participate in this proceeding, 
you are entitled, at no cost to you, to 
the provision of certain assistance. 
Please contact the ADA Coordinator, 
201 E. University Avenue, Room 
414A, Gainesville, FL 32601 at (352) 
337-6237,at least 7 days before 
your scheduled court appearance, 
or immediately upon receiving this 
notification if the time before the 
scheduled appearance is less than 
7 days; if you are hearing or voice 
impaired, call 711.
WITNESS, my hand as Clerk of said 
Court and the Seal thereof, this 1st 
day of December, 2025.
Denny Thompson, Clerk of Court
By: Ramona Jefferson
As Deputy Clerk

12/11 4tchg 01/01/26- BCT

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 

AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 04-2025-CA-326
JOHN M. MILLER as TRUSTEE  of 
the REVOCABLE TRUST OF JOHN 
M. MILLER, U/A/D 7/16/1980,
Plaintiff,
VS.
CONSTANCE HURSTON & 
CYNTHIA S. BROWN,
Defendants.

NOTICE OF ACTION
(Publish in Bradford County 
Telegraph)
TO: Constance Hurston
Last Known Residence: 409 
Lakeshore Drive, Starke, Florida 
32091
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage on the following 
property in BRADFORD County, 
Florida:
Bradford County Parcel ID Number: 
00804-0-03600
Lot 36 of LAKEWOOD UNIT NO. 1 
according to the plat thereof recorded 
in Plat Book 3, Page 58 of the public 
records of Bradford County, Florida.
Has been filed against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on 
Charles Daniel Sikes, P.A., Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, at 817 MacMahon Street, 
Starke, Florida 32091, within (30) 
days of the first date of publication, 
and file the original with the clerk of 
this court either before service on 
Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will 
be entered against you for the 
relief demanded in the complaint or 
petition.
DATED December 9. 2025
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BY: KANETRA JENKINS
Deputy Clerk 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN 

AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY, 
FLORIDA

CASE NO.: 04-2025-CA-435
THE BRADFORD COUNTY 
TELEGRAPH, INC.,
Plaintiff,
Vs.

GGG INNOVATIVE SERVICES, LLC
Defendant.

NOTICE OF ACTION
(Publish in Bradford County 
Telegraph)
TO: SMD BILLING MANAGEMENT, 
LLC., as registered agent for
GGG INNOVATIVE SERVICE, LLC.
Last Known Residence: 320-A South 
Walnut Street, Starke, FL 32091
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action to 
foreclose a mortgage on the following 
property in BRADFORD County, 
Florida:
Bradford County Parcel ID Number: 
03142-0-00000
A Parcel of land and lying partly in 
Block 30 of the Original Town of 
Starke as per Plat recorded in Deed 
Book N, Page 759 of the Public 
Records of Bradford County, Florida 
and partly in the Southeast 1/4 of 
the Southwest 1/4 of Section 28, 
Township 6 South, Range 22 East of 
said County, said Parcel bring more 
particularly described as follows:
Commence at an iron pipe located at 
the Northeast corner of said Block 30 
and run South 17 degrees 20 minutes 
and 18 seconds West, along the 
Easterly boundary thereof and the 
Westerly boundary of the Right-of-
Way of Thompson Street,124.22 feet 
to a set 1/2 inch Iron Rod (LB4012} 
for the Point of Beginning. From the 
Point of Beginnning thus described 
continue South 17 degrees 20 
minutes and 18 seconds West, along 
said Westerly boundary 154.85 feet 
to a found 1/2 inch Rebar (Welch & 
Assoc} ; thence North 71 degrees 56 
minutes 19 seconds West, 104.51 
feet to a found 1/2 inch Iron Rod 
(Welch & Assoc} ; thence North 72 
degrees 24 minutes 34 seconds 
West, 31.63 feet to a found 1 inch 
Iron Pipe (NO ID} ; thence North 70 
degrees 25 minutes and 24 seconds 
West, 72.56 feet to a found 1/2 inch 
Iron Pipe (NO ID} located on the 
Easterly boundary of the Right-of-
Way of Walnut Street (60foot R/W); 
thence North 16 degrees 36 minutes 
and 18 seconds East, along said 
Easterly boundary 271.21 feet to 
a found 1/2 inch Iron Rod (NO ID) 
located at an intersection with the 
Southerly boundary of the Right-of-
Way of South Street (60 foot R/W} 
and the Northerly boundary of said 
Block 30; thence South 73 degrees 
37 minutes and 52 seconds East, 
along said Northerly & Southerly 
boundaries 76.17 feet to a found 
1/2 inch Iron Rod (#5098); thence 
South 16 degrees 44 minutes and 
25 seconds West, 124.09 feet to a 
set 1/2 Iron Rod (LB4012}; thence 
South 73 degrees 34 minutes and 
50 seconds East, 134.67 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.
Has been filed against you and you 
are required to serve a copy of your 
written defenses, if any, to it on 
Charles Daniel Sikes, P.A., Plaintiff’s 
Attorney, at 817 MacMahon Street, 
Starke, Florida 32091, within (30) 
days of the first date of publication, 
and file the original with the clerk of 
this court either before service on 
Plaintiff’s attorney or immediately 
thereafter; otherwise a default will 
be entered against you for the 
relief demanded in the complaint or 
petition.
DATED: December 9, 2025
CLERK OF THE CIRCUIT COURT
BY: KANETRA JENKINS
DEPUTY CLERK

12/11 4tchg 1/1/26-BCT

UNION
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA 

FILE NO. 2025-CP-24 
DIVISION: PROBATE

IN RE: ESTATE OF 
SEAN MICHAEL VEST 
D e c e a s e d . 
The administration of the estate of 
Sean Michael Vest, deceased, whose 
date of death was November 29, 
1989, is pending in the Circuit Court 
for Union County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 55 
West Main Street, Lake Butler, FL 
32054. The names and addresses of 
the personal representative and the 
personal representative’s attorney 
are set forth below. 

All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a 
copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM. 
All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims 
or demands against decedent’s 
estate must file their claims with 
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. 
The personal representative has 
no duty to discover whether any 
property held at the time of the 
decedent’s death by the decedent or 
the decedent’s surviving spouse is 
property to which the Florida Uniform 
Disposition of Community Property 
Rights at Death Act as described 
in ss. 732.216-732.228, applies, or 
may apply, unless a written demand 
is made by a creditor as specified 
under s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes. 
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED 
WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED. 
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this 
notice is: December 4, 2025. 
Personal Representative: 
Josh Hagan 
5246 Chatham Ave 
Pensacola, FL 32507 
Attorney for Personal 
Representative: 
Andrew J. Oram, Esq. 
E-mail Addresses: andrew@oram.
law, office@oram.law 
Florida Bar No. 1015374 
Oram Law, PLLC 
308 Ave G SW Suite 209 
Winter Haven, Florida 33880 
Telephone: (863) 259-4743
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA

PROBATE DIVISION
File No. 63-2025-CP-21

  Division Probate
IN RE: ESTATE OF JOHN C. 
HOWARD Deceased

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of 
John C. Howard, deceased, whose 
date of death was August 22, 2024, is 
pending in the Circuit Court for Union 
County, Florida, Probate Division, 
the address of which is 55 West 
Main St, Lake Butler, FL 32054. The 
names and addresses of the personal 
representative and the personal 
representative’s attorney are set forth 
below. 
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against the decedent’s estate on 
whom a copy of this notice is required 
to be served must file their claims 
with this court ON OR BEFORE THE 
LATER OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
TIME OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS 
AFTER THE DATE OF SERVICE 
OF A COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON 
THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims or 
demands against decedent’s estate 
must file their claims with this court 
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE 
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION 
OF THIS NOTICE.
The personal representative has 
no duty to discover whether any 
property held at the time of the 
decedent’s death by the decedent or 
the decedent’s surviving spouse is 
property to which the Florida Uniform 
Disposition of Community Property 
Rights at Death Act as described in 
ss. 732.216-732.228, applies, or may 
apply, unless a written demand is 
made by a creditor as specified under 
s. 732.2211, Florida Statutes.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN 
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH 
IN FLORIDA STATUES SECTION 
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER 

BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this 
notice is December  11, 2025.	
Melanie Howard, Personal 
Representative, 10453 Southwest 67 
Un, Lake Butler, FL 32054
/s/Nathan Hall
J.M. Williams Attorneys & Counselors 
at Law
Attorney for Personal Representative
Email Addresses: Mail@Williamspa.
org
Florida Bar No. 93757
141 North 5th Street
Macclenny, FL 32063
Telephone: (904) 259-3005
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COMMISSION MEETING
The Union County Board of County 
Commissioners will meet as the 
Planning & Zoning Board on 
December 15,2025 at 5:45 PM, 
followed by the Regular Meeting at 
6:00 PM in the Board Meeting Room 
of the Union County Courthouse.
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NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT COURT IN AND FOR 
UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA 

PROBATE DIVISION 
FILE NO.: 

632025CP000037CPAXMX
IN RE: ESTATE OF 
MICHAEL ABEL BOLAND 
Deceased.
The administration of the estate of 
MICHAEL ABEL BOLAND, deceased, 
whose date of death was May 23, 
2024, is pending in the Circuit Court 
for Union County, Florida, Probate 
Division, the address of which is 55 
W Main St #1654, Lake Butler, FL 
32054. The names and addresses 
of the personal representative 
and the personal representative’s 
attorney are set forth below. 
All creditors of the decedent and other 
persons having claims or demands 
against decedent’s estate on whom a 
copy of this notice is required to be 
served must file their claims with this 
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER 
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME 
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF 
THIS NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER 
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF A 
COPY OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM. 
All other creditors of the decedent 
and other persons having claims 
or demands against decedent’s 
estate must file their claims with 
this court WITHIN 3 MONTHS 
AFTER THE DATE OF THE FIRST 
PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. 
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED 
WITHIN THE TIME PERIODS 
SET FORTH IN FLORIDA 
STATUTES SECTION 733.702 
WILL BE FOREVER BARRED. 
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME 
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY 
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR 
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S 
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED. 
The date of first publication of 
this notice is December 11, 2025. 
Personal Representative 
Alexandria Elizabeth Crawford-Boland 
38 Laurel Ridge Break 
Ormond Beach, FL 32174 
Attorney for Personal Representative 
David M. Deutsch, Esq. 
Florida Bar Number: 1000339 
THE DEUTSCH LAW FIRM PLLC 
433 Plaza Real, Suite 275 
Boca Raton, FL 33432 
Telephone: (561) 200-6554 
Fax: (561) 200-6554 
E-Mail: david@deutschpc.com 
Secondary E-Mail: service@
deutschpc.com
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REGULAR MEETING NOTICE
The City of Lake Butler City 
Commission will hold a REGULAR 
MEETING on Tuesday, December 
16, 2025 at 6:00pm at the City 
Commission Chambers located in 
City Hall at 200 SW 1st Street Lake 
Butler, FL 32054. 
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Lam’s 3 goals 
help KHHS end 
2-match skid in 
girls soccer

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Halea Lam scored three goals 
as the Keystone Heights High 
School girls soccer team snapped 
a two-match losing streak with 
an 8-0 win over visiting Palatka 
on Dec. 8.

The Indians (4-5-2) got one 
goal each from Parker Collins, 
Evie Hallberg, Kayden Huntley, 
Kaylee Park and Lilly Waters.

Huntley led the team in 
assists with three, while Kayle 
Buchanan had two. Waters and 
Sarah Izaguire each had one 
assist.

Xana Briley made three saves 

in goal, while Kylie Norman 
made one.

The Keystone junior varsity 
team also took an 8-0 win over 
Palatka. Callie Yerkes had two 
goals, while Jalynn Kurtzo, 
Juliette Marini, Abbygelle 
McGee, Adalyn Phillips, Cecilia 
Taylor and Akyria Wilson each 
had one.

On Dec. 2, the Indians traveled 
to play Ridgeview, with the 
varsity team losing 3-2 and the 
JV team winning 7-0.

Park scored both goals for the 
varsity team, which also got 25 
saves from Briley.

Kurtzo led the JV team with 
two goals, while Marini, McGee, 
Wilson, Serenity Collins and 
Aleah Hallberg each had one.

The JV and varsity teams 
will play home matches against 
Interlachen on Wednesday, Dec. 
17, at 4 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Indians drop 
2nd straight in 
boys soccer

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Keystone Heights High 
School was held to one goal for 
the second straight matching in a 
4-1 loss at P.K. Yonge on Dec. 5.

Sammy Wacha had the lone 
score off a Ryder Thomas assist.

Keystone (4-6-1) entered the 
match off a 6-1 loss to visiting 
Nease on Dec. 3, with the 
one goal coming from Kipton 
Spence.

The junior varsity team lost 8-0 
to both Nease and P.K. Yonge.

Keystone’s varsity team 
played Trenton this past Tuesday 
and Fernandina Beach this past 
Wednesday. The Indians will 
play at Bell on Friday, Dec. 12, 
at 7:30 p.m. following a junior 

high match at 5:30 p.m.
The varsity Indians will host 

Interlachen on Wednesday, Dec. 
10, at 7:30 p.m.

KHHS’ Contes 
places 2nd at 
tournament

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Keystone Heights High 
School wrestlers participated in 
the Dec. 5-6 Arlington Optimist 
Invitational in Jacksonville, with 
Atreyu Contes earning a second-
place finish.

Contes, who wrestled in the 
126-pound class, pinned Noah 
Lee of St. Augustine in 3:54 
after a first-round bye. He then 
pinned Trae Ison of First Coast 
of in 3:26. That put Contes in 
the championship match, where 

he lost to Leonardo Torres of 
Stanton Prep by a 22-6 technical 
fall.

Mikey McCall went 2-2 in 
the 138 class. After an opening-
round loss, he won two straight, 
pinning Juan Venancio of Atlantic 
Coast in 1:26 and pinning Keir 
Mangram of Ed White in 49 
seconds. McCall then lost 5-0 to 
Mason Kaye of Atlantic Coast.

Arthur Durning, wrestling 

in the 144 class, also went 2-2. 
He began with a pin over Max 
Santiago of Cornerstone in 1:42. 
After he was pinned in 2:57 by 
Josecarlos Martinez of Stanton 
Prep, Durning bounced back 
by pinning Ayden Prehaska of 
Baker County in 26 seconds. 
Durning was then pinned in 1:28 
by Trokhym Tkakchenko of 
Beachside.

the Tornadoes’ 15 second-half 
points, led the team in rebounds 
with 11. She also had a team-
high three steals.

Kha’myra Hankerson had 
three points for Bradford, while 
Johnson and Nyasia Lopey each 
had two. A’Drionna Hankerson 

added one point.
Hilliard’s Matos led all scorers 

with 24 points.
Bradford, which was 

scheduled to play at Newberry 
on Wednesday, Dec. 10, at 6:30 
p.m., will travel to play Baker 
County on Friday, Dec. 12, at 
7:30 p.m. The Tornadoes then 
return home for 7 p.m. games 
against Palatka on Monday, Dec. 
15, and P.K. Yonge on Tuesday, 
Dec. 16.

BHS
Continued from page 9
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 (904) 964-6305
(352) 473-2210
(386) 496-2261Classified Ads - Where one call 

does it all!904-964-6305

DURRANCE PUMP

QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1964

• Pumps
• Sales
• Parts
• Service

STATE LICENSE 
#1305

Set Right Mobile Homes
Specializing In Relocations, Re-Levels, Set-Ups & Disposal

Rodney A. Carmichael, Owner
Email: set_right_homes@yahoo.com 904-364-6383

SPACE FOR LEASE – Starke, Close to downtown 1800+ sq.ft.  Profes-
sional, general office, insurance, realtor, attorney, etc. Two re-

strooms, space flexible for small business.  Rent $1500/mth, utilities 
not included.  Call (904)964-7404.

.  

– Starke, Close to 
downtown 1800+ sq.ft.  

Professional, general 
office, insurance, 

realtor, attorney, etc. Two 
restrooms, space flexible 
for small business.  Rent 
$1500/mth, utilities not 

included.  

Call 
(904)964-7404

SPACE FOR LEASE – Starke, Close to downtown 1800+ sq.ft.  Pro-
fessional, general office, insurance, realtor, attorney, etc. Two 
restrooms, space flexible for small business.  Rent $1500/mth, 
utilities not included.  Call (904)964-7404.  

SPACE FOR LEASE 

Southern Villas
of Starke
Ask about our 

1&2 BR Apartments HC & 
non-HC Units. Central AC/

Heat, on-site laundry, 
playground, private, quiet 

atmosphere.

1001 Southern Villas Dr.
Starke, FL

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

1, 2, 3 & 4
BEDROOM APARTMENTS

HC & Non-HC accessible.
1005 SW 6th St.
Lake Butler, FL

386-496-3141
TDD/TTY 711.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

801 South Water Street
Starke, FL 32091

TDD/TTY 711

1, 2, & 3 bedroom HC & Non-
HC accessible apartments.

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider, and employer.”

“Equal Housing Opportunity”

Class	Ads	for	week
Dec	11		2025

40
Notices

			 EQUAL	
HOUSING	OPPORTUNITY.		
All	real	estate	advertising	
in this newspaper is 
subject	to	the	Federal	
Fair	Housing	Act	of	
1968	in	which	makes	it	
illegal	to	advertise	“any	
preference,	limitation	or	
discrimination based on 
race,	color,	religion,	sex	
or	national	origin,	or	an	

intention to make any 
such	preference,	limitation	
or discrimination.”  
Familial	status	includes	
children	under	the	age	
of	18	living	with	parents	
or	legal	custodians,	
pregnant women and 
people	securing	custody	
of	children	under	18.		
This	newspaper	will	not	
knowingly	accept	any	
advertising	for	real	estate	
in	which	is	in	violation	
of	the	law.		Our	readers	
are hereby informed that 
all	dwellings	advertised	
in this newspaper are 

available	on	an	equal	
opportunity	basis.		To	
complain	of	discrimination,	
call	HUD	toll-free	at	1-800-
669-9777,	the	toll-free	
telephone	number	for	the	
hearing	impaired	is	1-800-
927-9275.		For	further	
information	call	Florida	
Commission	on	Human	
Relations,	Lisa	Sutherland	
850-488-7082	ext.	#1005	

47
Commercial Rental 
Property

OFFICE	SPACE,	4	rooms	and	
reception	area.	Downtown	location.	
$950/mo.	1st	&	last.	904-964-6305.

50
For Rent

WE	HAVE	2	OR	3	bedroom	
MH,	clean,	close	to	prison.	
Call	352-468-1323	

NEWLY	RENOVATED	
2BR/2BA	SW,	3BR/2BA	DW	
Lake	Butler.	No	pets.	18	
acres 
for 
sale.	
Starke-
Lake 
Butler.	
1-678-
438-
6828

1BR/1BA.	Clean,	nice	
safe	area.	$850/mo.	Lawn	
care	included.	1/2	mi.	N	of	
Starke.	Low	utilities	with	
FPL.	Call	904-613-5715.

3BR/1BA	HOUSE	near	
Starke.	Clay	Elect.,	3	acres	
w/large	pond.	All	lawn	care	
included	for	$1900/mo.	
904-613-5715.

DOWNTOWN	1BR	upstairs	
apartment. 
$950/mo.	1st	&	last.	Call	
904-964-6305.

3BR/2BA	SWMH.	Excellent	
condition.	$1300/mo.	First,	
last,	dep.	required.	Lawn	
care	included.	Raiford	on	
121.	904-662-3735	please	
send	text	message.	

53	A

Yard	Sales

HUGE	YARD	SALE;	Little	bit	of	
everything.	Fri.	&	Sat.	9am-3pm.	20932	
NE	20th	Lane,	Lawtey.	Follow	signs	off	
301	in	Strawberry	Acres.

GARAGE	SALE;	Saturday	8:30am-
4pm.	1198	E	Call	Street	(corner	of	
Call	&	Martin).	Variety	of	things-bed	
frames,	stoves,	fridges,	appliances,	

etc.	(No	toys	or	clothes).

MASSIVE	MULTI-FAMILY	garage	sale!	
Friday	8am-2pm	&	Saturday	9am-
2pm.	20637	NE	24th Loop, Lawtey. 
Between	Strawberry	Acres	&	Lawtey	
Dump	Road.	Household	goods,	tools,	
clothes,	Accessories	&	much	more.	
Come	out	and	see	us!

Passing	the	AICE	Environmental	Management	exam	were	(front,	l-r)	Bryston	Williams,	Samuel	Stephens,	Donald	
Painter,	Brooke	Rodriguez,	Kayla	Mueller,	Isabella	Pritchett,	(back,	l-r)	Kadynce	Brown,	Rowan	Butler,	Trevor	
Clements,	Brylee	Gibson,	Hayden	Goodwin,	Victoria	Hudgens,	William	Warren	and	Remington	Redding.	Not	
pictured:	Kaydence	Crawford,	Tucker	Griffi	s,	Brandy	Hall,	Hayden	Paris,	Hailey	Redding,	Koen	Reddish,	Jackson	
Snyder	and	Julia	Zurfl	uh.

Passing	the	AICE	Marine	Science	exam	were	(front,	l-r)	Wyatt	Acevedo,	Kayla	Mueller,	Ryland	Rike,	Charlie	Zink,	
Emmalee	Yates,	(back,	l-r)	Evan	Franks,	Rachel	Hager,	Laila	Hill,	Landon	King,	Jamiee	Lin,	Camron	Newman	and	
Alixiyah	Nicolas.	Not	pictured:	Isabella	Brennan,	Deese	Malia,	James	Powell,	Kelsey	Reddish,	Emma	Weimern	and	
Daniece Westberry.

The	following	are	AICE	program	completers:	(front,	l-r)	Wyatt	Acevedo,	Kayla	Mueller,	Amy	Prescott,	Summer	
Martin,	Charlie	Zink,	(back,	l-r)	Daelyn	Cornwall,	Evan	Franks,	Rachel	Hager,	Laila	Hill,	Ryland	Rike,	Camron	
Newman,	Alixyah	Nicolas	and	Diego	Ochoa.	Not	pictured:	Isabella	Brennen,	Malia	Deese,	Koy	Hartley,	James	
Powell,	Kailyn	Teal	and	Addison	Thornton.

Passing	the	AICE	U.S.	History	exam	were	(l-r)	Noah	Stoehr,	Ryland	Rike,	Daelyn	Cornwall,	Kayla	Mueller,	Laila	Hill,	
Camron	Newman	and	Alixiyah	Nicolas.

passed at least one exam last 
school year, which was the 
second year BHS offered the 
program.

Coffey has been quoted 
in the past as saying that the 
AICE Program complements 
the school’s mission, which is 
“to provide our students with 
an environment that challenges 
all students academically, to 
empower them to become lifelong 
learners in a very diverse, global 
community. That part right there 
is one of the biggest reasons why 
we wanted to bring the AICE 
Program here — to bring a very 
rigorous program here that was 
going to prepare our students to 
be successful.”

The Nov. 18 ceremony 
recognized students who passed 
the following exams the past 
school year: English General 
Paper, English Language, 
Environmental Management, 
European History, Global 
Perspectives, Marine Science, 
Thinking Skills and U.S. History.

Besides the AICE Program 
graduates and completers, the 
following students passed at 
least one AICE exam: Destiny 
Alexander, Drake Benejam, 

Amber Boenert, Jo’vanni 
Borelli-Simms, Kadynce Brown, 
Skyla Buonacore, Rowan Butler, 
Delana Callan, Wyat Canipe, 
Steven Carter, Dillan Perez 
Clarkson, Trevor Clements, 
Emalyn Crawford, Kaydence 
Crawford, Mackenna Davis, 
Victoria Hudgens, Brylee 
Gibson, Hayden Goodwin, 
Harley Grantz, Tucker Griffi s, 
Brandy Hall, Jashiyah Hendrieth, 
Ella Hense, Victoria Hudgens, 
Landon King, Ariana Lee, Jamiee 
Lin, Keskai Padilla, Donald 
Painter, Hayden Paris, Patrick 
Pendarvis, Henry Prescott, 
Isabella Pritchett, Sarah Rantz, 
Hailey Redding, Remington 
Redding, Kelsey Reddish, Koen 
Reddish, Brooke Rodriguez, 
Reece Scoggins, Sevon Smart, 
Bailey Smith, Jackson Snyder, 
Samuel Stephens, Noah 
Stoehr, William Warren, Emma 
Weimern, Zachary Wells, 
Daniece Westberry, Bryston 
Williams, Emmalee Yates and 
Julia Zurfl uh.

Samantha Appling, Trindonn 
Burgin, Isabel Pritchett and 
Easton Rike were recognized 
as passing pre-AICE courses, 
which don’t have year-end 
exams or result in college credits, 
but prepare students for regular 
AICE courses.

AICE
Continued	from	page	8

Passing	pre-AICE	courses	were	(l-r)	Samantha	
Appling,	Isabel	Pritchett,	Trindonn	Burgin	and	Easton	
Rike.

Free Trading Post Free Trading Post Free Trading Post Free Trading Post Free Trading Post 

Starting April 6th, the Bradford County Telegraph 
will run your for sale by owner ad for free. 

If interested, email up to 20 words to 
ads@bctelegraph.com by 12PM every Monday.

• Mowers
• Boats
• Engines

• Dishes
• Furniture
• Appliances

• RVs
• Land
• Homes

• Cars
• Trucks
• Tractors

For sale by ownerFor sale by owner
Free Trading Post Free Trading Post 
For sale by owner
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Free Ads

Your ad will run for 2 weeks only.
To re-run your ad, you must email 

again. Get rid of unwanted:Get rid of unwanted:Get rid of unwanted:Get rid of unwanted:Get rid of unwanted:
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To re-run your ad, you must email again.

If interested, email up to 20 words to
classads@bctelegraph.com by 12PM every Monday.

The Telegraph / Times / Monitor REGIONAL CLASSIFIED ADS

ACT NOW!

Users/responders release liabality toward this paper, publisher, its agents or representatives who are not liable for any mistakes, errors, misrepresentations.



BY	CLIFF	SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Ar’Nayshia Griffi n celebrated 
a highlight moment during her 
junior year in 2024-25 as she 
eclipsed 1,000 career points, 
but the Bradford High School 
senior was part of an even bigger 
moment this school year, signing 
a letter of intent to play basketball 
at Coastal Carolina University 
during a Dec. 8 ceremony in the 
BHS auditorium.

“I’m feeling great,” Griffi n 
said. “I’m extremely blessed. I 
don’t take this for granted.”

It was the culmination of years 
of hard work the 6-0 forward has 
put in, improving her game and 
making her an attractive college 
prospect. Bradford Head Coach 
Sampson Jackson played a video 
during the signing ceremony 
that highlighted the one-on-one 
workout sessions he and Griffi n 
have been participating in.

“Countless, countless hours,” 
Jackson said. “I couldn’t even 
put a number on it if I had to. 
She shows up, and she works. 
She’s going to be really good at 
Coastal.”

Griffi n, while not taking the 
opportunity to play in college for 
granted, was confi dent that she’d 
get that chance. She believes 
anyone, regardless of where they 
live, can make any dream come 
true through effort.

“I want everybody to see that 
if you put in the work, this is 
what you can get, no matter what 
anybody says,” Griffi n said.

Though playing college ball 
was the goal, Griffi n said it was 
her experience playing AAU 
ball that confi rmed in her mind 
that she could indeed get an 
opportunity at the next level. 
Coach after coach told her she 
was good, so she said she began 
thinking, “I may actually do 

something with this.”
Some other schools Grifi n was 

considering included Daytona 
State College, but once Coastal 
Carolina began showing interest, 
and she learned more about the 
college, she knew where she 
wanted to go.

“I liked their consistency,” 
Griffi n said. “One coach came to 
see me. Then, another one. Then, 
another one and another one. 
Everyone was just dedicated 
to me. They really had faith in 
me. They were interested in my 
talent and the work that I put in.”

A visit to the Conway, South 
Carolina, campus did nothing to 
change her mind. She felt like 
she had found a second home — 
a home that’s approximately 400 
miles from her current home.

“When I touched campus, I 
liked the environment. I liked 
the team,” Griffi n said. “They 
welcomed me with love.”

She’s set to join a Chanticleers 
team than went 23-9 last season, 
reaching the Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament semifi nals for the 
fi rst-time ever as well as earning 
the program’s fi rst WNIT bid.

The Chanticleers, who are 
currently 5-5 this season, are 
coached by Kevin Pederson, 
who’s in his fourth season at the 
school On the Coastal Carolina 
women’s basketball website, 
Pederson was quoted as saying, 
“We’re excited to welcome 
Ar’Nayshia and her family to 
our Coastal Women’s basketball 
family. Ar’Nayshia gives us a 
very skilled offensive player who 
can play the power-forward and 
center positions for us.  We love 
her ability to score the basketball 
and create mismatches with her 
versatility, and we believe that 
is going to play very well in our 
system.”

Jackson said Griffi n’s 
aggressive rebounding alone will 
keep her on the court at Coastal 
Carolina, but he knows Griffi n 
has so much more to offer for the 
Chanticleers.

“Her size is there. The skill set 
is there. It’s just surrounding her 
with players,” Jackson said.

Griffi n, who has 1,161 career 
points and 610 career rebounds 
at BHS (prior to Dec. 10), said 
she has developed her game so 
that opponents never know what 
they’re going to get from here 
at any point in a game. She said 
she needs to continue to work on 
her mid-range shooting when she 
gets to college.

“I know I can attack the basket, 
I know I can shoot the three,” 
Griffi n said, “but I just want to 
be able to one dribble and pull 
up whenever I want to, so you’ll 
never know what I’ve got.”

Jackson believes that the main 
adjustment for Griffi n is what 
every student-athlete faces going 
from high school to college, 
fi nding they have long, full days.

 “Right now, she has a lot of 
free time in the front end of the 
day and in the back end of the 
day,” Jackson said. “Right now, 
it’s not a heavy demand to do 
anything, but at the next level, 
there is, from workouts to class 

and study hall.
“That’ll probably be one of 

the biggest things, I’d say — just 
getting acclimated to the schedule 
of Division-I basketball, which 
is, ‘This is your life now.’ It’s not 
an I-don’t-want-to-do-it-today 
thing. You don’t have a choice.

“I think she’ll be fi ne with 
that.”

Jackson said Griffi n may have 
struggles, especially early. She 
may tell herself, “I can’t do this,” 
or ask herself, “Do I belong 
here?” Yet the BHS coach isn’t 
worried about Griffi n being able 
to move past those struggles and 
doubts as she gets used to being 
away from home and being a 
college student-athlete.

“It’s those times when I think 
she’s going to fall on what she 
knows — her faith and her family 
and that kind of stuff,” Jackson 
said. “Every kid goes through 
that. Once she gets through 
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      SStuffertuffer

 OR CALL 904-964-6305 TO USE CARD

WE’LL SEND A
DIGITAL OR PHYSICAL
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YOUR MESSAGE!
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OUR LOCAL TRI-COUNT Y NEWS SOURCE!

Stocking Stocking
Stuffer Stuffer$$449595  $$449595  Stocking Stocking
Stuffer Stuffer

Santa’sSanta’s

MY DETAILS:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY / STATE / ZIP
      

PHONE1   PHONE2
MY GIFT MESSAGE: (PLEASE PRINT / OR ATTACH TYPED MESSAGE)

SEND a DIGITAL ONLINE GIFT SUBSCRIPTION from OUR WEBSITE:
bit.ly/BCTGiftCard

Santa’sSanta’s

BUY A PRINTED PAPER SUBSCRIPTION ONLY $100mo = $52  FOR ONE YEAR

DIGITAL ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONSDIGITAL ONLINE SUBSCRIPTIONS

WHEN
Sunday Dec 21, 2025

4 - 9 PM

WHERE
Belle Oaks Barn

11800 SW 157th Lane 
Brooker, FL 32622

TREAT YOURSELF TO THIS 
FIRST CLASS EVENT!

Christmas Dinner and 2 shows. 
Dinner is in the beautiful barn, 

all decorated for Christmas 

First show is at 4:30PM
Dinner at 6PM
Second show is at 7:30PM

ADVANCE ONLY TICKETS
$80 PER PERSON

This event will sell out!
Book your spot now!

Rain or Shine, concert is outdoors but will be moved 
indoors if there is bad weather. Bring a chair for the 

concert. All sales are final, no refunds. 

BHS’	Griffi	n	to	play	D-I	hoops	at	Coastal	Carolina

Ar’Nayshia	Griffi	n	(right)	signs	her	letter	of	intent	to	
play	basketball	at	Coastal	Carolina	University	as	her	
mother,	Reeva	Rogers,	looks	on.

Ar’Nayshia	Griffi	n	will	
go	from	Bradford	High	

School’s	scarlet-and-gray	
colors	to	Coastal	Carolina’s	

teal	and	bronze.

See	GRIFFIN,	page	13



BY	LEXI	RAY
Special to the Telegraph-

Times-Monitor
Residents visiting the 

Bradford County Public Library 
this month are being greeted by a 
colorful dose of nostalgia.

The Eugene L. Matthews 
Bradford County Historical 
Museum has curated a special 
“Toys Through the Years” 
exhibit, fi lling a large display 
case with dolls, games and 
holiday collectibles that span 
nearly a century of childhood 
memories.

The goal, museum volunteers 
said, is simple: to show how the 
things children play with can tell 
the story of an era.

Front and center in the exhibit 
is a small 1953 doll dressed in 
a white, shift dress and black 
bow, a reminder of a time when 
toys were handmade, sturdy and 
often passed down. Just above 
it sits a row of Barbie dolls 
from the 1960s, each dressed in 
a handmade, bright gown that 
refl ects the trends of the time.

On the shelves below, the 
decades move quickly. Holiday 
Barbie dolls, still sealed in their 
original packaging, highlight 
Christmas mornings through 
the 1980s, ’90s and early 2000s. 
Their bright boxes — pinks, reds 
and greens — contrast sharply 
with the older dolls’ muted tones.

A tin toy horse ornament, 
a vintage metal fl ashlight and 
classic My Little Pony fi gurines 
help fi ll in the years between, 
capturing the shift from metal 
and wood toys to the rise of 
plastics and mass production.

One corner of the display dives 

straight into TV-era nostalgia. A 
Peanuts coloring book featuring 
Peppermint Patty sits beside 
cassette tapes of holiday music, 
a nod to the days when the 
sounds of Christmas came from 
a Walkman or tape deck. Nearby, 
a Sears “Wish Book” catalog 
reminds visitors of the days 

when children circled everything 
they hoped Santa might bring.

A boxed Gene Autry pinball 
toy, a red tricycle-style rocking 
horse and a classic Cabbage 
Patch Kid doll add touches 
of mid-century and 1980s 
childhood.

A boxed Furby — one of the 

most sought-after toys of the 
late 1990s — sits in its original 
purple-and-green packaging, 
still promising, “The more you 
play with me, the more I do!”

The display continues into 
the early 2000s with die-cast 
collectibles, Ty plush toys and 
Christmas Morning Barbies 
dressed in pajamas and carrying 
teddy bears, ready to join in on 
the Christmas morning fun.

The mix refl ects not just 
changing trends, but changing 
technology, marketing and 
childhood culture. For many 
visitors, the items will spark 
immediate memories of fl ipping 
through catalogs, Black Friday 
chaos, tearing into wrapping 
paper or even just wishing for the 
newest toy on TV commercials.

This exhibit has the power 
to connect generations. 
Grandparents can point out 
the toys they grew up with, 
while parents can show kids the 

difference between the toys they 
know and love today versus their 
older counterparts.

The “Toys Through the Years” 
exhibit will remain on display 
through the holiday season. The 

museum encourages residents 
to stop by, take a walk down 
memory lane and share their own 
stories of Christmas mornings 
past.
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C hristmas is almost 
here and people 

are going in all directions 
to get gifts for their family,-
kin folks, and friends. 
There is a wonderful gift 
that’s never thought of, 
our U.S. Flag. If not for 
it we would not have 
Christmas or a church any 
where to attend. If not for 
our veterans we would 
not have a Red, White, 
and Blue US of A to wave 
anywhere. 

Bryan’s Ace Hardware 
and Tractor Supply have 
a good selection. Dollar 
General has flags for 
kids. If you prefer a U.S. 
Flag made in communist 
China Wal-Mart and 
Harbor Freight has them. 
Allegiance Flag Company 
in South Carolina has 
a very good flag. See 
American employees and 
all materials uses are 
American made. 

Paid for by Red Underhill.

Flag For ChristmasFlag For Christmas

WATCH YOUR SAVINGS
STACK UP FAST!

1. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 11/14/2025. Limited time offer subject to change at any time without notice. See share certificate agreement for current 
rates, terms and requirements. Minimum balance to open share certificate varies per certificate with a maximum of $5,000,000. After maturity, if you choose to roll 
1. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 11/14/2025. Limited time offer subject to change at any time without notice. See share certificate agreement for current 
rates, terms and requirements. Minimum balance to open share certificate varies per certificate with a maximum of $5,000,000. After maturity, if you choose to roll 
1. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 11/14/2025. Limited time offer subject to change at any time without notice. See share certificate agreement for current 

over your CD, you will earn dividends according to the CD agreement or at the then current APY as stated on flcu.org at that time. A penalty may be imposed for early 
withdrawals which may reduce earnings. Fees may reduce earnings. 2. Offer can be canceled at any time. Free membership is open to anyone within Florida Credit Union’s 
48 county field of membership. Anyone who has held a checking account with FCU in the past 24 months will not qualify for the incentive. Must be 18 years old or older to 
qualify. One per household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must be made to this account within the first 60 
48 county field of membership. Anyone who has held a checking account with FCU in the past 24 months will not qualify for the incentive. Must be 18 years old or older to 
qualify. One per household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must be made to this account within the first 60 
48 county field of membership. Anyone who has held a checking account with FCU in the past 24 months will not qualify for the incentive. Must be 18 years old or older to 

days of account opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the 
qualify. One per household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must be made to this account within the first 60 
days of account opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the 
qualify. One per household. Credit approval and initial $5 open deposit required. $500 cumulative direct deposit amount must be made to this account within the first 60 

government. Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains 
days of account opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the 
government. Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains 
days of account opening. Your direct deposit needs to be an electronic deposit of your paycheck, pension, or government benefit (such as SSI) from your employer or the 

open and in good standing for 90 days, the $300 will be credited to the account. $300 is considered interest and will be reported on IRS form 1099-INT. 
government. Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains 
open and in good standing for 90 days, the $300 will be credited to the account. $300 is considered interest and will be reported on IRS form 1099-INT. 
government. Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains 

Insured by NCUA. 
government. Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains 

Insured by NCUA. 
government. Person-to-person payments (such as Cash App, Venmo, or PayPal) are not considered a direct deposit. If the requirements are met and the account remains 

when you open a new checking
account with qualifying activities.2$300Get

%
APY14.25

13-month CD Special
$1,000 min. balance 

%
APY14.00

7-month CD Special
$1,000 min. balance 

FCU CD deposits are federally insured by NCUA.
 IRA CD Specials also available!

FCUMKNP0584-1125

Starke Branch - 2460 Commercial Dr.

904-964-1427
flcu.org/cd-checking

Browse	‘Toys	Through	the	Years’	at	the	Bradford	library

The	display	includes	a	vareity	of	items,	including	a	
Sears	Wish	Book,	which	children	used	to	look	through	
to	make	out	their	Christmas	wish	lists.

This	“Toys	Through	the	Years”	display	at	the	Bradford	
County	Public	Library	was	provided	by	the	Eugene	L.	
Matthews	Bradford	County	Historical	Museum.

that, I think she will be fi ne. 
She doesn’t run from adversity. 
She doesn’t really worry about 
confl ict. She’s going to take care 
of those things.”

Jackson may have done his 
part to help her take care of those 
things. When asked what she was 

going to take from Jackson as 
she transitions to playing at the 
next level, Griffi n said it was the 
mindset of working toward your 
goal no matter what.

“Don’t ever let anybody tell 
you what you can’t do,” Griffi n 
said. “There may be doubters, 
naysayers, people who don’t 
believe, people who say I can’t 
do it or people who just have 
their own opinion about you. 

Don’t ever let that deter you from 
your dream.”

A dream. Griffi n said that’s 
exactly what it’ll feel like when 
she steps onto the court for the 
fi rst time as a college player. It’s a 
moment she’s been anticipating.

“I believed in my talent,” 
Griffi n said. “I believed in the 
work I put in. I knew my time 
was going to come.”

GRIFFIN
Continued	from	page	12
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$250
BONUS1

NEW First Federal Bank Business Checking Customers

New First Federal Bank customers who open a business checking 
account3 at our Starke branch could earn a $250 bonus. 

1) $250 Business Checking Bonus available to new business checking customers whose business is located in Bradford, Union, or Clay county and open an account in person at our Starke branch by February 15, 2026, deposit $2,500 or more into the account within 
30 days of account opening, and maintain a minimum daily collected balance of $2,500 through day 60 after account opening; bonus will be credited within 30 days after all requirements are met and is tax reportable. Accounts opened Online do not qualify.
2) The $16 monthly service charge (assessed monthly) for Enhanced Business Checking and the analysis charges for Elite Business Checking will be waived for the first six months after account opening. 3) Eligible business checking accounts include Enhanced 
Business Checking and Elite Business Checking, each requiring a minimum opening deposit of $50. Account terms, monthly service fees, and balance requirements vary by account type. Rates, fees, and terms are subject to change after account opening.

841 South Walnut St., Starke
904-491-1009 | info.ffbf.com/starke 

Starke Branch is Now Open
Stop By Today!

Monthly Service Charge or 
Analysis Charges Waived for 6 Months2PLUS

SPIRES COUNTRY DELI
CHRISTMAS

DINNER

SLICED OFF THE BONE HAM & ROLLS ALONG WITH 
YOUR CHOICE OF 3 SIDES

SERVES 8-10

$99.99

HAM ONLY- $39.99

$17

For more info or if you need help creating 
your order call 386-496-3969.

Please see deli clerk for order forms. All orders need 
to be placed by December 21st and picked up by 

3PM December 24th. Thank you!

2520 COMMERCIAL DR
IN FRONT OF WALMART

FEATURING A REAL WWII SPOTLIGHT!

TUESDAY DECEMBER 16TH
ENJOY FREE SLICES FROM 11 AM-2 PM,

GAMES, FREE PIZZA FOR A YEAR DRAWING,
GIVEAWAYS,RIBBON CUTTING, BRADFORD

HIGH SCHOOL BAND PERFROMACE & MORE!


