"ﬂmgﬂm

fiheyjhavelthelbestifireworksy
m@[ﬁf@fﬁ@@l@@p
Rmm%@
.f

mmam

5) 96751250

PARGES]Ty
BIPACK{CAY]
N vIE
STATTE OF [

Publication date: ]ULY 1
Lake Region Monitor

The Sweetest Strawderviies this side of Chearen

N\

;ﬂrﬁ ounty

PRSRT STD
L5, POSTAGE
PAID
Permit Ma. 73
Starkas, FL 32091

SPECIAL v

~ Extended Ad Deadline: JJORIE 21l 20R4

email: johnryan@bctelegraph.com phone/text: (904) 796-3534
email: douglass80@embargqmail.com phone/text: 904-796-0781

Telegrapl

USPS 062-700 — Starke, Florida

Thursday, June 20, 2024

145th year, 49th Issue — $1

Inmate escapes custody,

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

An inmate at the Bradford County
jail escaped from the Temple Avenue
facility on the morning of Tuesday,
June 18, and was captured a few hours
later at his home in Hampton.

In May, a Bradford County jury
found Mark Randall Hersey, 63, not
guilty of burglary and grand theft of
a firearm but guilty of giving a false
name to a law enforcement officer.
In addition, during the trial, a judge
found the defendant in contempt of
court for illegally talking to a witness
during the trial, possibly in view of the
jury. Judge James M. Colaw sentenced
Hersey to one year in jail for the false
identification verdict and five months
in jail for contempt of court.

Sheriff Gordon Smith said that
Hersey was on a ladder scraping paint
from the wall of the female recreation
area when he climbed over the wall
and then breached a perimeter fence.

Smith said that once outside
the fence, Hersey ran to Meridian

Bradford County Sheriff
Gordon Smith said that after
the Bradford-Union SWAT Team
arrived at Hersey’s residence,
the escapee fled on foot but
was quickly apprehended by
officers.

Behavioral Healthcare, where he
attempted to carjack a vehicle from
two women.

recaptured in Hampton

The females refused to comply with
his demands, and the escapee then ran
to a thrift store behind Powell’s Dairy
Freeze and stole a gray hoodie from
the business.

From there, Hersey went to a car
wash on Brownlee Street, where he
convinced a motorist to give him a
ride to Hampton.

Smith said that after Hersey arrived
at his camper in the Hampton area,
a neighbor spotted the escapee and
called the sheriff’s office.

“They thought that guy was in
jail, and they’d heard some rumor
about our alert system that we had an
escape,” Smith said. “So, they thought
it might be the same guy.”

The sheriff said he did not know
who called in the information, but
after receiving the tip, the Bradford-
Union SWAT team immediately
responded to the inmate’s residence.

“As luck would have it,” the sheriff
said, “SWAT was training today,
so they were all together. They all
surround the area where this camper
is in the woods, and he sees them and

flees on foot. They run him down,
tackle him, and bring him back into
custody.”

Smith said that in addition to the
escape felony, Hersey is now facing
an attempted carjacking charge and
may face additional charges.

The sheriff called his agency’s
response tothe incident “phenomenal.”

“Within minutes, we flooded the
area and put canines on the ground,”
he said. “Within less than 30 minutes,
we had everything in play.”

As a result of the escape, Smith
said he and his team would consider
adding razor wire to the female
recreation area to match that of the
male recreation courtyard.

He added that his staff will review
the jail video and evaluate the incident.

“We will do a review to make sure
we haven’t failed anywhere,” he
said. “That’s standard. We always
review our policies and make sure
there wasn’t any lapse there, but we
also look at some safety measures and
that’s going to be the big thing.”

Analysis to document need for new Bradford school

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
mark @bctelegraph.com

Preliminary steps are being taken
toward the construction of Bradford
County’s next school.

Superintendent Will Hartley called
the item “a big one” when introducing
it to the school board during its June
17 meeting.

Harley asked the school board
to approve Castaldi assessments
for Bradford High School,
Bradford Middle School, North

Florida Technical College and the
transportation department.

A Castaldi analysis is “a method of
determining the economic feasibility
of modernization of an existing
facility and includes a detailed,
comprehensive estimate of the costs
of rehabilitation versus replacement.”

“This is for the newly proposed
junior-senior high school with the
technical college all in one location
together,” Hartley said.

Board  members
approved  the

unanimously
request  without

Landscape islands reborn

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Special to the Times

Main Street in Lake Butler is
looking brighter and more vibrant
these days, thanks to the joint efforts
of the City of Lake Butler and the
Lake Butler Woman’s Club, which
worked together to rehabilitate the
landscaping islands placed at the
curbs in several locations on the city’s
main thoroughfare.

City Manager Kimberly Hayes
contacted Woman’s Club member
Monica Bayer about a project
conceived last year to rework
the planting areas to improve the
appearance of the downtown area.

Under, NEW/Management

The Woman’s Club set aside funds
to help pay for the project, but with
the many issues faced by the city last
year, the project was put on hold.

Last month, Bayer and Hayes made
it active again, with Bayer securing
professional design and plant selection
services, which were donated by
Greenhouse Nursery/Conceptual
Landscape Design of Gainesville.

When the islands were first created,
the idea was to brighten up the area
with flowering plants, some of which
were not drought tolerant or ideal for
the growing conditions. Most of these

See ISLANDS, page 7
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« Free AC Check

discussion.

Paul Stressing Associates — the
architectural firm hired for Bradford
Elementary School — will conduct
all four analyses. They are required by
the Florida Department of Education
to obtain special funding for new
facility construction.

According to Stressing, “This
assessment will require a great deal of
investigative field work in preparation
for the actual assessment report and
these efforts will be coordinated very
closely with you and your staff so as

not to disrupt the daily operation of the
facility. ... The assessment report will
require photographic documentation
of existing conditions to memorialize
the conditions encountered and as
a means of conveying to the State
Review Committee the urgent need to
recognize Bradford County’s needs.”

The cost of the analysis for each
campus is $30,000, plus $20,000 for
the transportation department, for a
total of $110,000.

The plants selected were Sunshine Ligustrum (yellow), Cerise
Charm Lorapetalum (purple), and Lomandra Breeze Grass (green).

STARKE LOCATION

- Conventional oil & filter change — $29.95 (up to 6qt)
- Synthetic oil & filter change — $89.95 (up to 6qt)

- Tire rotation — $19.95

Alignment — $79.95

Wiper blades — Starting at $10.95 each installed

A/C cabin filter replacement — starting at $37.95 installed
A/C sanitizing service — $24.95

DIUNY

CHEVROLET

Used Vehicle Financing Available
to everyone regardless of credit

DLPbank
‘Proud te Sponsor

WORTH
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Church of God food
distribution

Starke Church of God by Faith
plans a food distribution on Thursday,
June 20, from 10-11:30 a.m. This is
a drive-thru distribution. The church
is located at 730 Old Lawtey Road in
Starke. This distribution may begin
early depending on the arrival of the
food truck.

Church of God food distribution

Starke Church of God by Faith is
distributing food on the third Thursday
during the summer. Dates for drive-
thru giveaways are June 20, July 18
and Aug. 15 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at
the church, 730 Old Lawtey Road in
Starke.

Lifeline food giveaway

Lifeline Ministries and Gleaners
Dispatch will hold a food giveaway
on Saturday, June 22, from 10 a.m. to
noon at 325 N. Christian St. in Starke.

Food distribution in
Lawtey

A communitywide food distribution
hosted by Feeding Northeast Florida
and True Vine Ministry will take
place Wednesday, June 26, at 9 a.m.
at the Philadelphia Baptist Church in
Lawtey.

Food boxes often include fresh
produce, deli and bakery items, dairy
and some meats. Inventory is subject
to availability. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

1018 N Temple Avenue
Starke, FL 32091
www.duvalchevy.com
(904) 964-7500
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Library summer programs feature arts, animals

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

The assistant director and
the circulation supervisor of
the Bradford County Library
previewed its summer programs
to the Starke Rotary Club during
the civic group’s Wednesday,
June 12 meeting.

Kim Crawford and Misty
Dubose said the Pratt Street
center launched its summer
program on June 6 with a luau
that featured limbo.

“It was outside, and it was
hot,” recalled Crawford of the
event. “We didn’t think we were
going to get that many, but we
did actually get 115, I think. So
that was really good.”

Crawford said two summer
features this year are a partnership
with the county’s animal shelter
and a canvas painting class for

adults.

She said the sheriff’s office,
which runs the shelter, will bring
dogs from the facility to the
library and that children will read
to the animals.

Crawford added that the library
will simultaneously promote a
donations drive for the shelter.
Interested residents may donate
food, blankets, and other pet care
products to the library.

The assistant director added
that the primary adult program
from June through August would
be a canvas painting activity.
Crawford emphasized that the
painting sessions are not limited
to adults and that teens may also
participate.

Read to your kids

Crawford also emphasized the
importance of reading to young
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children during her talk.

The assistant director told the
Rotarians that a child’s brain
development during its first
five years is critical and that
parents and grandparents should
prioritize reading to children
during that important growth
period.

“You can read the Bible,” she
told the Rotarians. “You can read
the telephone book. Anything
that they take in is just so vital
for children whenever they’re
that young.”

Crawford added that one of her
most memorable achievements
at the library was the success of
the Baby Prime Time program.
The group reading sessions tell
stories from books to children
ranging from newborns to two-
year-olds.

35,000 visitors

Dubose told the audience that
from January 1 through June
11, 35,495 people had walked
through the library’s doors.

“That could just be somebody
coming with their grandkids
to a program or just somebody
walking in and saying: ‘Hey, I
need to use the bathroom,’” she
added.

Dubose said that the library
had issued 271 new library
cards over that same period, and
patrons had checked out 12,961
items.

“It doesn’t sound like a lot,”

——-ﬁ\_
GOD'S ROCK-SOLID.TRUTH IN A
"WORLD OF;SHIF;TING SANDS"

Beach Vacation
Bible School

""""‘MHHD 22 r

Breaker Rock Sunday June 23rd through
Thursday June 27th
5:30 PM till 8:10 PM

We will have a meal each night for the

kids at 5:30 for 3 year olds to 5th grade.
For more information,

Call 904-796-2359

A\ NEW RIVER
BAPTIST CHURCH

Dubose added, “but that is a lot
when you have to put them all
away, I promise.”

She also said anyone five or
older can get a library card.

Crawford interjected that
Rotarian John Smith or a family
member visits the Pratt Street
center every other day to check
out books, and audience member
Roger Crews frequently utilizes
the library’s Libby online eBook
and audiobook service.

“We have the free Wi-Fi,”
Crawford said of the facility’s
additional services. “We have
the study room where there’s
peace and quiet. We have the
genealogy room.”

Crawford encouraged the
club’s members to get a library
card, even if they have no
intention of checking out a book,
noting that additional library
cards increase the facility’s state
funding.

Looking for friends

Crawford encouraged the

Bradford County Library Assistant Director Kim Crawford
previewed the library’s summer programs to the Starke
Rotary Club during the civic group’s June 12 meeting.

Rotarians to join the Friends

nonprofit group that supports the

of the Library, an independent facility. She said memberships

Breathing Easy: A Sincere Thank You

for Making Our Parks Tobacco-Free

The Tobacco Free Wnion Partnership extends heartfelt

appreciation to our Lake Butler City Commissioners for their

continued support and recent adoption of the tobacco-free

park ordinance. Policies like these create healthier

environments for all to enjoy and promote healthier choices,

while reducing youth exposure to tobacco.

Let's get out and enjoy our beautiful parks and celebrate the

i ad Oge) bie
By vimaie

Thank you for prioritizing our community's health and making

positive impacts that result from tobacco-free parks
throughout our community. Tobacco Free Park signs will be

placed at Lake Butler Parks soon! We wanted to share the sign

THIS |5 A TOBACCO FREE
PARK. THE USE OF TOBACCO
AND VAPING PRODUCTS IS
PROHIBITED IN THIS AREA&
TO PROTECT QUR KIDS,

our parks maore enjoyable for all,
wwiw. tobaccofreeunioncounty.com

o &

start at $20 a year and that
Bradford County Supervisor of
Elections Amanda Seyfang leads
the group as president.

Juneteenth
program
celebrates
young women

The Juneteenth Committee
is hosting the second annual
Juneteenth program for young
ladies ages 15-18. The event
will be held Saturday, June 29,
6:30 p.m. at the Florida National
Guard Armory at 720 Edwards
Road in Starke. All are invited to
attend this event for the cost of
admission, which is $25.

Democrats
meet June 24
The Bradford County

Democratic Party will meet in
person on Monday, June 24, at 7
p.m. All Democrats are welcome.
The meeting will be held at
Capital City Bank conference
room, Hwy 301 North in Starke.
For further information, please
contact bradfordcodec@gmail.
com.

12 months interest free
financing on approved credit.
We will beat AT
compelilon picing!
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Free Estimates
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Meet the Candidates

Hartley seeks
four more
years

The  following in an
announcement of intention to
seek public office paid for by the
candidate.

Dear
Residents,

My name is Will Hartley, and
for the past four years, I have
had the distinct privilege of
serving as your Superintendent
of Bradford County Schools.
As 1 reflect on the progress
we’ve made together, I am
inspired by our shared resilience,
commitment to excellence, and
collective achievements. With
great enthusiasm and a vision for
continued growth, I am seeking
your support for reelection to

Bradford County

build upon the foundations
we’ve set.

The past four years have
brought unprecedented

challenges, the most significant
being the COVID-19 pandemic.
It tested our district’s flexibility,
resilience, and capacity to
adapt rapidly. Together, we
ensured that no student fell
through the cracks. Our diligent
efforts to track down students
who did not return to school
post-shutdown  were crucial
in  maintaining  educational
continuity. We implemented
safety = measures, embraced
remote learning technologies,
and provided continuous support
to our community, ensuring that
education remained accessible
to all. The consistency in our
approach  provided  stability
during uncertain times.

Facing significant financial
distress was no small feat.
We’ve worked tirelessly to
address budgetary constraints.
By focusing on hiring dedicated
staff and implementing prudent
fiscal policies, we have not
only stabilized our finances
but also brought the district to
its best financial condition in
over a decade. This financial
turnaround is a testament to
our community’s relentless
efforts and our commitment
to  responsible  governance.
Consistently  managing  our
finances with prudence has laid
a solid foundation for future
growth and improvements.

One of our proudest
accomplishments is the marked
improvement in student
attendance, reflecting a positive
trend in engagement and
participation. Additionally, we
successfully helped two schools
exit the state’s turnaround
status. These achievements
have set a new precedent for
academic excellence in our
district. Consistently focusing on
student engagement and school
improvement has been key to
driving these positive outcomes.

Recognizing the fundamental
role that teachers play, we have
focused on creating a supportive
environment. I’m proud to report
an 87% teacher retention rate
for the upcoming school year—
an indication that our teachers
feel valued and invested in
our community. Consistency
in support and encouragement
for our educators has resulted
in a committed and stable
teaching workforce. We are also
committed to growing our own
educators. We currently partner
with two universities to support
our noninstructional staff who
wish to become teachers. We
currently have 7 noninstructional
staff members working towards
their teaching degrees.

Our  district’s  academic
progress is evident in this year’s
state testing highlights. We saw

Summer Bingo
fundraiser for
CIS

The June 24 Summer Bingo
Fundraiser for Communities of
Schools of Bradford County,
hosted by Braford County
Telegraph, will begin at 5:30 p.m.
at Downtown Grill. Ten games
for $20. Last game blackout for
$100 prize. All bingo proceeds
plus 25% of food and beverage
purchases will go directly to CIS
students.

Will Hartley

increases in 13-18 subcategories
for school grades, with several
scores still above state averages
even when experiencing slight
drops. Notably:

- All three elementary schools
are poised to earn B grades.
Having 3 schools at this level
is something that hasn’t been
achieved since 2011.

- Four out of our five schools
increased their proficiency in
ELA and math, with Lawtey
leading in math proficiency not
only within our district but also
above state averages.

- Districtwide, our proficiency
in ELA, math, and science has
improved from last year, and the
total possible points earned for
school grades have increased for
the second consecutive year.

- We witnessed a rise in the
number of Level 5 scores across
the district, from 224 to 326.

- Our graduation rate has
increased for the second straight
year.

- Early literacy scores are up,
underscoring our strong focus
on foundational education and
partnership with the University
of Florida’s Literacy Institute.

These achievements are not
just numbers; they are evidence
of our consistent dedication and
the hard work of our students,
teachers, and families.

Our district isn’t just setting
high standards academically; we
are excelling in athletics, too.
We celebrated two team state
championships, a state runner-
up, and multiple individual state
champions. These achievements
display our dedication to fostering
well-rounded excellence in our
students. The consistency in our
athletic programs has allowed
our students to shine, developing
not only their skills but also their
character.

Last November, we moved
into the first new school in
Bradford County in 27 years—a
state-of-the-art ~ facility  that
supports modern learning and
offers our students the resources
they deserve. This achievement
underscores our commitment to
consistently providing the best
educational environment for our
students.

Looking to the future we aim to
continue growing our Cambridge
program and expanding
opportunities for high school
students to qualify for the 100%
Bright Futures Scholarship.

Increasing college and career
readiness opportunities at

Bradford High School remains
a priority. This includes the
development of a new Truck
Driving School. This facility
will allow the possibility of new
programs like heavy equipment
operation and  commercial
logging.

We are partnering with Santa
Fe College to bring a registered
nursing program to North Florida
Technical College. We were
recently awarded a $4 million
grant that will enhance health
care education in our region
and allowing our LPN students
an opportunity to bridge into
registered nursing right here in
Bradford County.

STEM  opportunities ~ will
be enriched through our
collaboration with Thermacell at
Bradford High School, preparing
students for careers in science,
technology, engineering, and
mathematics.

We will continue implementing
districtwide practices proven
to lead to student success,
ensuring that every student has
the opportunity to thrive. Our
unwavering focus on these areas
represents our commitment to
maintaining a consistent path
toward excellence.

In addressing the facilities
needs at Bradford Middle School
and Bradford High School, our
ultimate goal is the construction
of a new Junior-Senior High
School. This ambitious project
aims to provide a modern, unified
environment for secondary
education, aligning with our
district’s long-term vision of
excellence. Our  consistent
investment in the development
and maintenance of our facilities

ensures that our students
learn in safe and conducive
environments.

The journey of the past four
years has been one of progress,
resilience, and community spirit.
I am deeply honored to have
served as your Superintendent
and am committed to continuing
the work we’ve  begun.
Consistency has been, and will
continue to be, our guiding
principle—the cornerstone upon
which we build our progress and
future achievements.

With your support, we can
achieve even greater heights
for our school district and our
children’s futures. Together,
we have the power to drive
Bradford  County  forward,
creating new opportunities and
endless success stories. Your
vote will help us continue this
transformative journey. Thank
you for your unwavering support
and commitment to our shared
vision for Bradford County
Schools. Let’s keep building
on the foundations we’ve set
and ensure a consistent path
toward student and community
achievement.

For more information and to
stay up to date on my campaign,
please follow me on Facebook
at Re-Elect Will Hartley,
Superintendent of Schools.

Sincerely,

Will Hartley

Your Superintendent of
Schools

To the Citizens of
Bradford County:

| would like to thank you for allowing me the honor
of continuing to serve as your Property Appraiser.
Your confidence in my staff and | remains very
humbling. My family and | appreciate the support
andencouragement that so many have shown
and continue to show.
Sincerely,

Kenny

Clark

Paid Political Advertisement, Paid for by Kenny Clark for Property Appraiser

Andrews
running again
in BC District 5

The  following in an
announcement of intention to
seek public office paid for by the
candidate.

My nameis Diane Andrews and
I am the County Commissioner
for District 5, in Bradford
County, and I am seeking your
support for reelection.

I'have had the honor of serving
as your County Commissioner
for the past four years, and have
done my best to help the people
of Bradford County in whatever
way was needed. I have
regularly attended city council
meetings in Brooker to ensure
that I know and understand
their needs and their position
on issues facing our county.
There are several things that I
have worked diligently towards
such as providing a fire station
in Brooker, completing the boat
ramp at Cypress Run, improving
the equipment at Three Pipes,
implementing  impact  fees,
continue to work on the county’s
budget until we finally have a
balanced budget without using
our reserves, create a five-year

Diane Andrews

Strategic Plan to measure our
successes and failures, allowing
our constituents to follow as we
proceed through the process, and
be kept informed of what your
Board of County Commissioners
are working towards for you.

I have learned a great deal in the
last four years, and unfortunately
I have also learned that some
problems are much harder to find
an answer than others. I have
searched for answers to making
needed repairs to roads such as
“River Bend,” “Wynn Cemetery
Road,” “Sampson Lake,” and
many others in my district, but
due to the fact these are private

roads, I have been unable to find
an answer. However, it is my
belief that when you are told,
“no you can’t do that,” it simply
means change directions until
you find the right answer.

If reelected, I promise to
continue to listen to your
suggestions, needs and requests,
holding the position with
integrity, honesty and always
understanding I am acting as your
voice. I would love to see the
projects we are working on now
come to fruition, and continue
to help build a firm foundation
for our local government, see
our bypass grow and our assets
grow to a level where we can
lower taxes while still being able
to balance our budget from the

funds brought in.
I would love to assist in
helping Bradford County

continue to grow and become the
beautiful county that everyone
wants to move to, one with great
job opportunities, great schools
for their children, cultural events
that the citizens could enjoy,
while maintaining our small town
feel and safety for our residents.
Thank you again for the last four
years, looking forward to another
term of serving you!

Vacation Bible
school at New
River Baptist

New River Baptist Church is
having vacation Bible school
for children ages 3 through 5th
grade. This year’s VBS is called
“Breaker Rock Beach.” It will
be held from Sunday, June 23,
through Thursday, June 27. The
time will be 5:30 to 8:10 p.m.
nightly.

At Breaker Rock Beach,
kids will learn to recognize the
difference between what the
world says is true and what God
says is true. They’ll discover how
to discern the good, pleasing,
and perfect will of God (Romans
12:2).

Bradford High
Class of 1964

WILL MEET at Cedar River
Restaurant (Starke) on
Thursday, JULY 11,2024 at 1PM.

All BHS 64 grads &
spouses are invited.
Please let Jerome
Kelly 352.538.0741 OR
Eugenia Whitehead
at 352.745,1828 know
if you plan to attend.

New River Baptist Church
is located at 16703 SW 144th
Ave. in Brooker. For more
information, please call 352-485-
1276 or 904-796-2359.

THE ORIGINAL BRADFORD « UNION « CLAY COUNTIES

REGIONAL CHURCH DIRECTORY

Supported by Nearby Local Businesses, Services & Merchants

who encourage you to

Q/Gwhip inThe house of The Lgrdl.. Somewhene This week!

THANK YOU

to the voters of Starke for allowing me the privilege of
running unopposed for the unexpired term in District 3.
| will endeavor to always listen to you and represent you
with integrity and honor even if we disagree on some
issues. | look forward to working with my fellow
commissioners to make the City of Starke an
inviting place to live, work and play.

-Bob Milner

Paid Political Advertisement, Paid for by Bob Milner for City Commissioner District 3

JACKSON

BS BUILDING SUPPLY

“1am the way, the truth & the life. No one comes
to the Father but through me” John 14:6

Starke 904-964-6078
Lake Butler 386-496-3079
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Starke
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Bryan’s
Melrose

A | 352-475-2400

Hardware Keystonelits
The helpul place. 350-473-4006

Southland Surveying & Mapping, Inc.

Professional land surveying and

386-496-3107

Licensed AL, FL, GA

mapping services since 1975
www.SouthlandSurvey.com
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JONES-GALLAGHER
FUNERAL HOME
Distinguished Caring Service for Over 50 Years
Joe Gallagher - Owner
Starke 904-964-6200
Keystone Heights 352-473-3176

FIRST CHURCH OF STARKE
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FirstUMC.cc
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After Churchon 7.
Sunday Come to |

Powell's Dairy Freeze

“Home of the Foot Long Steak”
Stop by for lce Cream on
Wednesday Night!

US 301 NORTH - STARKE FL

Come Worship with us
STARKE SEVENTH DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH

Church » Saturday 11:00 a.m.
School * Saturday 10:00 a.m.
1649 W. Madison St = Starke, FL

DOUGLAS BATTERY
OF STARKE

We rebuild starters, alternators, generators.

Auto - Marine - Cycle Batteries

407 N. Temple - 964-T911

REGIONAL OUTREACH HERE

thousands weekly
904.964.6309

classads@hctelegraph.com

Morgan Road  ass:
Baptist Church

Sunday Marning Worship 11am

Sunday School 9:45am

Sunday Evening Worship Gpm

964-4422  Wednesday tvening 7pm
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Races for superintendent,
school board, commission set

BY MARK J. CRAWFORD
mark @bctelegraph.com

Four Bradford County
political races emerged from the
qualifying process last week.

The race for District 5 county
commissioner will be decided
in August between incumbent
Diane Andrews and challenger
Brian Outlaw. Both are running
as Republicans, so their race will
be a universal primary, open to
all registered voters in District 5
to decide.

The other universal primary
is for the nonpartisan school
board race in District 4, where
incumbent Candace Osteen has
two opponents, Dana Bell and
Mitchell Gunter. The three-way
race will be decided in August
if one candidate manages to
get more than 50% of the
vote. Otherwise, the top two
candidates will move on to a
runoff in November. Again, the

deciding on their preferred
candidate. The winner of the
primary will then run against
Alan Bhajan in November with
all registered voters countywide
deciding the outcome.

Headed directly to the
November ballot is the District
1 race for county commission.
Incumbent Carolyn Spooner
is running as a Democrat, and
Shannon Smith is her Republican
challenger. All registered voters
in District 1 will choose their
commissioner.

Nearly every other office open
to election this year will be filled
by an unchallenged incumbent.
Sheriff Gordon Smith, Clerk
of Court Denny Thompson,
Tax Collector Teresa Phillips,
Property Appraiser Kenny Clark,
Elections Supervisor Amanda
Seyfang and District 3 County
Commissioner Chris Dougherty
will all be sworn in for four more

his District 3 Starke City
Commission seat to run against
Spooner, and taking his place
on the city commission is Bob
Milner. Milner was unopposed
after announcing his run.

The August primary will
take place on Aug. 20 and the
general election is Nov. 5. Voter
registration closes on July 22 for
the primary and Oct. 7 for the
general election.

To register to vote, g0 to Www.
votebradfordfl.gov  online or
www.registertovoteflorida.gov.
You can also visit the supervisor
of elections office.

Early voting will be available
Aug. 5-18 from 9 a.m.-6 p.m.
daily for the primary and Oct.
21-Nov. 3 from 9 am.-6 p.m.
daily for the general election.

Visit www.votebradfordfl.gov
to print a vote by mail request
or go by the office. You must
request a ballot by Aug. 8 for the

Enoch Durban , Wonderful West and Logan Jackson.

Bradford’s newest Eagle Scouts

On June 8, Troop 70 had

Less than three percent of scouts

. . i itsr Eagle Court of Honor. entering the program achieve
vote is open to all recistered Y&ars- primary and by Oct. 24 for the 1
voters in Dpéstrict 4 g Also facing no challenge will general election. It was conducted at the Eagle status. ) )
) be the next District 3 school address  if American Legion Post 56 Scouts must achieve 21 merit

There are also three candidates
in the race for superintendent of
schools — two Republicans and
one nonpartisan. Incumbent Will
Hartley and opponent Tracey
Kendrick will face each other
in the August primary, with
only Republicans countywide

Aok ok

Phillip McDonald Plumbing

740 S Orange St,
Starke, FL 32091

board member, Julie Johnson.
She qualified to run and was
unopposed. Incumbent Cheryl
Canova is retiring from this
school board seat at the end of
her term.
Smith is

resigning from

(904) 964-3737

“Nothing but good things to say about
Philip McDonald plumbing... They are
super responsive, show up on time,
respectful of your property, and do good

904-964-3737

work. The office staff is amazing and so
friendly. 1 will definitely use them again
and recommend them to all my friends.”

Robert's Insurance 1018 N Temple Ave,

986 N Temple Ave, Starke, FL 32091 Sporting Chance Starke, FL 32091

(904) 452-7784 e 218 N Temple Ave, (904) 964-7500
ROBERTS starke, rL32091 CHEVROLET

EXPERIENCE,

I N &5 U R

“The staff there is great.
Up beat atmosphere”

A N C E

~ (904) 964-7434

SERVICE B GREAT RATES

Update your
necessary before election day
and check your voter registration
to see which voter precinct to
visit if you are voting on election
day. Polling locations will be
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

DLP Bank

PHILLIP,“MCDONALD |81 S Walnut st,

PLUMBING AND SEPTIC

%9,

“Great service! Fast and efficient place with
very nice and knowledgeable people. Great
place to bank and a trusted bank in the

Starke, FL 32091

(904) 964-7830 O/

Lodge. Scoutmaster David Lee
conducted the court.

Scouts Enoch Durban,
Wonderful West and Logan
Jackson received the esteemed
Eagle Award. [Eagle is the
highest rank achieved in the Boy
Scouts of America organization.

badge and complete a public
service project that the scout puts
together from start to finish, and
advancing in rank to Life Scout
before starting his Eagle project.

All three scouts began in the
Cub Scout program at age six
and advanced into the Boy Scout

1 0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.90.90.0.90.0.90.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.90.0.9.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.9.0.0.0.0.0.0.9.0.9.0.0.0.0.9.

CJ Appliances

=

o
LENDER

Member
FDIC

D L PbankM (904) 452-1968 GJ

“Great place, Starke needed an appliances

store with good prices. | bought my mom a

brand new dryer from them for 60% off of
what it would cost at Lowes or Home Depot.
Seriously check this place out!”

community for over 100 years!”

SPORTING CHANCE

“Great experience! Great communication!
Very honest people and fair prices!

I cannot recommend Beth enough and will

NOT GO ANYWHERE else for custom shirts

442 W Call St, Starke, FL 32091

Appl

New, Open Box; Scratch and Dent;

Duval Chevrolet

program for a combined 12 years
in Scouts. Eagle displays to the
world that these young men will
achieve the goals in life they set.
Family and friends were beside
them on their climb to the top.
Enoch and Logan plan to
continue their service in the
Florida Air National Guard and
Wonderful will be continuing
with college in the business field.

iances

“Thank you Marshall for the great service
and efficiency during our sale of our new
truck. You made everything easy!”

Bradford County Eye Center

BRADFORD

ever again!” 292 Lafayette St,
‘;33;":;'“ IBu“tdSI:g Supply Inc. : The Chiropractic & Injury Clinic of Starke, FL 32091
alnu oA
’ - Starke 601 E Call St, Starke, FL 32091
Starke, FL 32091 KS ON .

(904) 964-6078

“Very friendly and

SUPPLY

T
7

(904) 964-8018

IDURZAL

-

(904) 964-8076
e)COUNTY

THE CHIROPRACTIC
— & INJURY CLINIC —

] :

“We had a great experience here! They got us

knowledgeable staff.

“They not or{l have some of the best
Always have what 2 e

in the same day to remove some debris from my
child’s eye. Dr Mike was great...knows what he’s

I need and at
good prices.”

Turners Automotive & Transmission

L)

135 Commercial Cir,

" - - g S d Lo PR ED 131 N Cherry St, Starke, FL 32091
Keystone Heights, FL 32656 473-3404 Serwc.es 20 different . = ' o ] % | ﬂ ' (904) 964-7423
(352) 473-3404 -y re—— counties!
“G ¢ - ¢ d T - ..r_r(_:, “Your guys were very punctual in getting our well fixed. TEAL TILE
reat service, courteous, an y r Within one day of the issue arising, someone came out. FLOOR
professional. Took truck in at “’"""‘""’; Day 2 it was fixed. The guys even worked in the rain and @ CA R p E T 0 N EHOME
2pm and got it back the same . SZufns,,,  Stavedlateuntl 'tsws"'ts:::’f'ri“:‘e:":::jss'°“a' company!  «Best place to get any kind of flooring..
d?y'thha“k:_g‘l?l’s' SN Al ba:k ; professional, friendly and easy to work
in future, highly recommen cer ) wa: b
them. Thanks again, Donovan” Dr. Nancy Short, Chiropractor WA " recfommend - -
enough good things about service,
Hearing Aids Toda SE 28th St, Melrose, FL 32666 installation and products!”
asos Lg BIV 3 (904) 778-6859 P 4
awren,c e Bivd, “Keystone Heights doesn’t have much,
Keystone Heights, FL 32656 '—:'W—_M'“V—‘ but it does have a chiropractor who is A
(352) 877-447 HEARINGAIDS | LAY certified in the activator method. If you S

Affordable Hearing Solutions

“This is the 2nd pair of hearing aids from
this company. The people are wonderful,
personable and professional. If there are

any questions or concerns they are set you straight!” 254: Ti'::;:::e SIES, . o
addressed immediately. I love this place.” gcadford Countv Sheriffs OFfice arke, —
o (904) 964-7061 PLMP

Bradford County Public Library

456 W Pratt St,
Starke, FL 32091
(904) 368-3911

“] love the staff here. They are
always kind & helpful to me & my
3 girls. We go in to just grab a few
books & stay an hour just to chat
with everyone & check out all the

-

Brg

Public

W

ibrary

upcoming events they offer.”
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staff, they always work to get you in! My
entire family gets adjusted here- so glad
we found them!!”

Andrews Site Prep
(386) 867-0572

can’t physically handle the bending and
twisting of a manual adjustment, there

is still hope via this gentle yet effective
method. Be good to your body and
let Dr Short’s healing hands help

945-B N Temple Ave,
Starke, FL 32091 ;
(904) 966-6161

“Bradio

e
|IIEF
-4 EnErhing (Harelms St
ped me with my flat tire.

I was kinda awestruck. I’ve never had a police
officer do something like that for me. | moved to this
county from Jacksonville 5 months ago, and
I’m really impressed! Officer Adam thank you!”

“Officer Adam hel

it S -

SHERIFF'S OFFICE

SR AL
A LA

nty

| -4

doing and was friendly! Office staff was also
courteous and pleasant. We will definitely go
back for regular eye appointments.”

Teal Tile Carpet One

Durrance Pump

YE CENTER

“Great hometown people.
They do excellent work and
clean up behind themselves.

Super friendly it was great

doing business with them and
1 have them on speed dial for
any future needs | may have.

Highly recommend them!”
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Meet the Candidates

Bhajan
announces
challenge

The  following in an
announcement of intention to
seek public office paid for by the
candidate.

I am Alan Bhajan and this year
as a science teacher at Bradford
Middle School, I helped the
eighth-grade students achieve
the best scores Bradford County
has seen in more than a decade in
the Florida state science exams.

I am an accomplished and
experienced educator with a
twenty-five-year career serving
students in Guyana, South
America, Colorado and in the last
two years, at Bradford Middle
School. In the span of my career,
I have been a classroom teacher,
a college lecturer, the principal
of a college and an education
officer/school superintendent.

My core philosophy of
teaching is that given a safe and
conducive learning environment
and with compassionate but
disciplined quality teaching, each
child can achieve excellence
and maximize their greatest
potential. In short, I believe in
each child and teach them to
believe in themselves and work
hard to achieve academic and life
goals. The last batch of eighth-
graders at BMS bore fruit to my
philosophy and work.

During my stint at BMS,
it became evident that after
successive years of failure,
the school was in danger of
entering a “turnaround” phase.
With frequent visits from state
officials, local school leaders
made interventions to mitigate
failure and avoid impending
“turnaround” status. However,
these interventions showed a lack
of sound educational acumen and
a concern more for numerical
outcomes than delivering a
sound education to the students.

Decisions to curtail the full

Gunter running
for school
board

The  following in  an
announcement of intention to
seek public office paid for by the
candidate.

Hello everyone,

I’'m Mitchell Gunter and I
would like to announce my
candidacy for the Bradford
County School Board District 4.

I'm a lifelong resident of
Bradford County and a graduate
of Bradford High in 1994. I
continued my education at Santa
Fe College and graduated in 1999
as a commercial and industrial
electrician.

Most of my work experience
has most been in construction
and facility management. I'm
currently employed by the Eighth
Judicial Circuit in administration
in Gainesville.

I’m married to my wonderful
wife, Nicole, and a father of
three wonderful children, Hailey,
Damian, and Zane. I'm also a
grandfather of two.

Over the years, I have been
active in the community, working
with community partners like the
North Florida Regional Chamber
of Commerce and Downtown
Merchants during their annual

Alan Bhajan

delivery of the curriculum to
some students, among other
bizarre  interventions, were
ill-informed, ill-advised and
disadvantaged some students.
Despite the challenges posed
by an administration getting
vacuous leadership from their
supervisors, my students proved
that with disciplined learning,
Bradford students are right up
there with the very best!

Another observation that gives
grave concern for the welfare
and education of our children
is the apparent movement of
Bradford Schools from a K-6 to a
K-8 configuration. This will lead
to the closure of all except one
elementary school together with
the closure of the middle school
and moving to an amalgamation
of elementary and middle school
students in one facility. Research
data shows a K-8 configuration
has zero long-term gains for
students but creates major
negative implications for their
safety and education.

If my perception is wrong, I
challenge my fellow candidates
to publicly declare that they will
not close any more elementary
schools nor the middle school.
Parents of Bradford County
deserve the right to know of plans
that will affect their children and
the Bradford community, so
that they can make an informed

Mitchell Gunter

events.

I have also been active in
getting our roads safer for our
community to travel on, such as
having no passing lines installed
at the intersection of SR 100
and 109th Street, improvements
to the intersection of SR 100
and 21B, and having the speed
limit lowered at both ends of the
bypass intersections and now
I’m currently trying to get traffic
lights installed at SR 100 and
144th Street. This area is very
crucial because many students
travel this area going to and from
school daily.

As your representative, I
would like to bring in new ways
to advance our ways of educating

decision at the ballot box. We
need to do what is best for our
kids, not what is expedient for
the treasury.

Perhaps the most insidious
and dangerous occurrence in
our schools is the promulgation
of a seemingly unconscious
tyrannical culture that goes
directly  against the very
American ideal of freedom.
When teachers and students
have their first amendment
rights muzzled by local statute
forbidding them to express
their personal political beliefs,
Bradford County and America is
in trouble. The first amendment
is the central pillar on which
the rights and guarantees of the
Constitution stands. Teachers and
students should never live under
threats of fear of censure in any
American school, and certainly
NOT in Bradford Schools. The
battle for America will be won
or lost in our classrooms and the
halls of our schools.

President Theodore Roosevelt
once said, “It is not the critics
on the sidelines that count. The
credit belongs to the man who
stands in the arena, face covered
by dust and sweat and blood,
who spends himself in a worthy
cause.” There is no cause more
worthy than helping our children
to be safe and be the best they
can be and so I stand in the
arena to champion the cause
of every child, every teacher,
every custodian and kitchen
staff, every bus driver and every
administrator, to do that which
is right for our children, for
Bradford County and for the
future of America.

Stand with me! Together
let’s make our schools safe and
successful and our children into
strong, principled citizens who
achieve their best potential and
love and value with their lives,
the American ideals articulated
by the Founding Fathers. God
bless Bradford County, and God
bless America!

our students through our policies.
I would also use my position to
reach out to our state and federal
leaders for help in areas that need
financial improvements

I will also use the position
to protect female sports. Over
the past years, males have been
infiltrating female sports. I think
you have to look at the science
that shows males are stronger
and faster than female athletes.
There are many reports of female
athletes being injured during
competition and destroying
their opportunities for college
scholarships. I will help protect
those athletes within the school
boards policies.

I will work to help our ESE
program by trying to bring in
federal dollars to help employ
more staff in these areas.

One important matter is
making sure when deciding on
the schools curriculum. We’re
not inviting a woke agenda into
our schools and make sure the
correct curriculum is being used.

In closing, I hope that you
will consider me to represent
our school board because our
kids’ education is of the utmost
importance to me.

Political advertisement paid
for and approved by Mitchell
Gunter for Bradford County
School Board District 4.

Clay County closing part of Melrose Road

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

Clay County Commissioners
voted unanimously to close the
southern half of Melrose Road.
The closed portion begins south
of Lily Lake Road and continues
to State Road 21, approximately
1.2 miles.

Reggie Tumlin requested the
closure. He owns the property on
both sides of the road for the 1.2
miles north of State Road 21.

County Commissioner
Betsy Condon, who represents
the western one-third of the
county, called the road closure
“a complicated issue,” with
the overwhelming majority of
residents favoring closing the
grade.

She added that Tumlin’s
petition has become a divisive

issue in the neighborhood, with
some residents afraid to speak
out for fear of retaliation.

“People were afraid to come
even tonight,” she said during
the June 11 meeting in Green
Cove Springs. “I appreciate all
of you who came out and all of
you who’ve called me, and some
of you, I consider you friends, so
it is a very difficult decision.”

Dangerous road,
crash fatality

In his petition to close the dirt
grade, Tumlin said the road, in
some places, reduces to a width
of 12 to 14 feet.

“This portion of the road
is not designed, constructed,
and permitted to acceptable
industry standards for safety,

vehicular and pedestrian traffic,
has no signage, and is driven
on by many motorists that are
put at risk to the hazards of this
minimally maintained single-
lane dirt road with curves and
heavily treed edges resulting in
limited sight-distance,” he wrote
in the application. “People travel
down the road at high rates of
speed, and there has already
been at least one fatality in the
past few years where a driver
lost control of his vehicle and ran
into the trees.”

Drug sales,
vandalism, dead
body

Tumlin added that because of

See ROAD, page 7

Bell running
for school
board District 4

The  following in an
announcement of intention to
seek public office paid for by the
candidate.

After prayer and consideration,
I am excited to announce that I
am running for Bradford County
School Board member, District
4. My name is Dana Reddish
Bell, and I am a lifelong Bradford
County resident and a proud
1993 graduate of Bradford High
School. I am a married mother
of five children and currently
work for the Bradford County
School District. Over the past
eight years, I have been a class
sponsor, PTO officer, and SAC
member. I am passionate about
joining in the future success of
our county school district.

Our county faces several
challenges, including a decline in
student enrollment, high teacher
turnover, and a lack of resources
for children with learning
disabilities.

If elected, my focus will be on
the following:

- Increasing retention of
students and teachers through
fair pay and compensation, and
helping ensure every classroom
is equipped for 2lst century
learning.

-Providing necessary resources
and support for children with
learning disabilities and unique
abilities.

- Being an advocate and
voice for students and parents

Dana Bell

concerning issues related to
classroom learning, classroom
environment, and discipline.

- Ensuring careful and
responsible fiscal management
of the district’s budget.

My passion for change comes
from  personal  experiences
with children with learning
disabilities. As a parent myself
of children who needed extra
support, I have faced challenges
to ensure they received the
resources they needed for
education and growth. Four of
our children are proud Bradford
County High School graduates
with my youngest child still in
our system. I will advocate as
passionately for all children as I
have for my own.

I am also a proud second-
generation school district
employee, following in the
footsteps of my late mother,
Becky Reddish, who helped start
the Bradford County Education
Foundation. She continues to

impact our community through
the Becky Reddish Memorial
Scholarships at Santa Fe College.

As your board member, I
will advocate for all students
and openly discuss any issues
parents feel need attention. I
will collaborate on new policies
and procedures to ensure a
safe and effective learning
environment for our students
and teachers. While not all
decisions will be easy, I am
committed to making the right
choices for the best interests of
our children and district. I will
also advocate for smart spending
of approved budgets and careful
consideration of expenses.

My life and work experiences
have prepared me for this
position, and I look forward to
devoting my time to protecting
our children’s education and
shaping the future of our schools.

My slogan is simple but
impactful: ~ “Every  Student
Counts.” My passion and
dedication to children and
education drive my commitment
to change.

I am seeking your support
in this election. I look forward
to walking door-to-door and
speaking with my neighbors
in District 4. Together, we can
make Bradford County Schools
a model district where every
student succeeds.

Sincerely,
Dana Reddish Bell

Political Advertisement paid
for and approved by Dana R.
Bell for Bradford County School
Board District 4.

Democratic
Women meet
June 26

The Democratic Women’s
Club of the Lakes Area will meet

“The project described was supported by Funding Dpportunity Rumber
Centers for m&msﬂ?ﬂhmlmhnrgm.dlm

Certain life
changes may

on Wednesday, June 26. Please
note the date change. Debbie
Mucarsel-Powell, candidate for
U.S. Senate, will be the speaker.
She is running in the Democratic
primary to challenge Rick Scott.

The business meeting will
start at 7 p.m. with the speaker

SUWANNEE

arriving at 8 p.m. All Democrats
are welcome, and doors open
at 6:30. Meetings are held at
the Melrose Center, 309 State
Hwy 26 in Melrose. For further
information, please contact 352-
235-4161 or Info@dwc-la.org.
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COVERING F1 -::Jmﬁ"

make you eligible
for an affordable

Health Insurance
plan NOW!

Some Qualifying Life Changes:

Marriage/Divorce

@
coverage

L ]

e Released from
incarceration

[ ]

....and more

Loss of employer health

Had or adopted a baby

Call 386-230-9400 or scan

the QR code for
assistance.
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Lake Butler Fourth
includes fishing
tournament and

fireworks

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Special to the Times

The plans are all set for the
annual Lake Butler Rotary Clubs
Independence Day celebration
at Lakeside Park. This year, the
event will be held on Saturday,
July 6, with activities beginning
at 4 a.m. and continuing until
dusk.

The day will begin with the start
of the Tommy Spires Memorial
Bass  Fishing  Tournament.
Preliminary activities, such as
registration, entry fee of $50 per
fisherman, and getting the boats
in the water, will begin at 4 a.m.,
and the boats will be allowed to
launch and begin competition
as soon as it is light. Weigh-out
will take place at 10 a.m., and the
winners will be determined.

Winning fish  will  be
determined by weight rather
than length. First Place will go
to the captor of the Largest Bass,
who will be awarded $1,000, the
prize sponsored by Spires IGA.
Second place will be awarded for
the second largest bass, with the
prize being $500, sponsored by
Lake Butler Mini Storage. Third
place will go to the largest trash/
other fish and brings an award of
$250. During the weigh out the
fisherman may not be the only
winners. There will be a raffle for
several prizes, including a cooler,
tackle, gift certificates and more.

There will be a 5K and a
Fun Run beginning at 8 a.m.
Competitors not pre-registered
should arrive 30 min. before the
event to get the paperwork done
and be informed of the route.

Vendors and food trucks are
scheduled to be up and running
at 9 a.m. The car show will begin
at 10 a.m. Cars should arrive
between 9-9:30 a.m. and will be
allowed to leave at 1 p.m. but

can stay until after the fireworks
if desired. Judging will be by
popular vote and there will be

five categories: Overall Top
Pick, Best in Show (with first,
second and third place winners
chosen), Top 10, Most Patriotic
and Best Truck. The entry fee is
$20 per vehicle.

Beside shopping with the
vendors and patronizing the
food trucks, there will be a day
of fun between the morning
events and the fireworks that
end the event. There will be
a petting zoo, bounce houses,
live music and fun in the splash
park ongoing all day. Regular
park rules will apply, including
the prohibition of alcoholic
beverages and smoking/vaping
on park property. Officers from
the Union County Sheriff’s
office will be on hand to see
that everyone stays safe as will
members of Union County Fire
and Rescue.

If the current weather trend
continues, it promises to be a
bright hot day so don’t forget the
sunscreen and make provisions
to stay hydrated. Coolers are
allowed so attendees may bring
their own cold drinks and snacks.
It is a day for family time and to
remember the true beginning of
our free country, so come and
enjoy the fun.

Business Partner Appreciation

At the April School Board Meeting, the Union County
School District was honored to recognize Jamie Parrish
and Union Direct Primary Care for their continued
support for the students of Union County. UDPC regularly
supports several athletic programs at Lake Butler Middle
School and Union County High School through team
sponsorships and also by providing sports physicals

to athletic team members. UDPC also provides support
to the nursing program at Union County High School
and to those who show market animals at the Union
County Livestock Association Fair. The Union County
School District is grateful for the support and generosity
provided by Parrish and Union Direct Primary Care to the
students of Union County and the invaluable service she
and her staff provide to the district employees. Pictured
(I-r) are Superintendent of Schools Mike Ripplinger and

Jamie Parrish.

At the May School Board Meeting, the Union County
School District was honored to recognize Tom Jenkins
and Tom Jenkins Electrical Services Inc. for his
continued support of the students of the Union County
School District. Jenkins is a proud supporter of multiple
athletic teams for Lake Butler Middle School and Union
County High School, as well as support for students who
show a market animal at the Union County Livestock
Association Fair. Jenkins’ support has been a great

help to district teams and students, providing them with
opportunities they may not have otherwise enjoyed. The
Union County School District is grateful for the support
of Tom Jenkins and Tom Jenkins Electrical Services Inc.
and appreciates his commitment to the students of Union
County. Pictured (I-r) Tom Jenkins and Superintendent

Mike Ripplinger.

Beekeepers look to next generation

BY TRACY LEE TATE
Special to the Times

Things were buzzing at the
May meeting of the Union
County Beekeepers as seasoned
beekeepers heard a presentation
about bringing the art and fun of
the practice to future generations.
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Union County Beekeepers President Steve Lane, Past President Cecelia Young,
Extension Program Coordinator Natalie Parkell and Union County UF-IFAS Extension

Agent Jim DeValerio.

May 21, 2024, saw the
beekeepers meeting, as usual, at
the Union County Agricultural
Education Center, to hear a
presentation from  UF/IFAS
Education and Training Specialist
Natalie Parkell concerning a
new 4-H project book produced
by the University of Florida’s
departments of Entomology and
Nematology entitled “Welcome
to the Hive!” The program was
timely, as it took place the day
after World Bee Day (May 20)
as designated by the United
Nations. This year’s theme?
“Bee Engaged With Youth!” -
raising awareness in youth about
the essential role of bees in the
environment. The major concern
is that the next generations are
not picking up beekeeping as a
hobby or vocation.

Parkell comes from South
Central Florida, where she
worked as a 4-H extension
agent. She now works at UF
and is involved with the UF/
IFAS Honeybee Research and
Extension Laboratory and the
Bee College (located in the
Department of Entomology).

Parkell went into great detail
about the new publication

and how it works with the
progression of teaching/learning
children of different ages in the
best and most effective way. The
booklet begins with learning
activities for early childhood (5-
8), focusing on learning through
activity and experiences. These
children are concrete thinkers
who are sensitive to criticism and
need positive reinforcement with
teamwork and cooperation, not
competition.

In the middle childhood stage
(9-11), children learn by working
with small pieces of information
with simple and short directions.
Group activity is important, as is
group membership and learning
through common projects,

In early adolescence (12-14),
youth are ready for deeper and
longer learning experiences and
the exploration of leadership
roles. They may avoid difficult
tasks and benefit from assistance
in choosing tasks at which they
can succeed.

In middle adolescence (15-
18), young people show a strong
desire for status and need a
learning climate conducive to
success. They are capable of
reaching high levels of abstract

thinking and complex issues and
learning decision-making skills.
They are group-oriented and like
co-educational activities.

The new publication is free
and can be accessed at http:/
edis.ifas.edu/publication 4H419.
The S51-page booklet covers
bee anatomy, vision, life cycle,
castes of bees (3 kinds), worker
bee tasks and communication &
swarming.

During the  presentation,
seasoned beekeepers got the
chance to do one of the exercises
from the publication —a matching
exercise using bee attributes and
bee caste, which has or does
them. Very few in the group of
about 25 attendees got all the
right answers. They took this
in stride, however, with several
saying that there was always
something to learn in their hobby.

The Union County Beekeepers
meets the third Tuesday of each
month, at 7 p.m., at the UC Ag
building. For information about
joining contact Cecelia Young
at youngcae@cedartechnology.
com or UC Extension Agent Jim
DeValerio at jtd@ufl.edu.

Budget Inn in
Lawtey sold

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

Om Shree Jalaram Inc., and
Dhansukhbahi and Rekha Patel
bought Lawtey’s Budget Inn for
$475,000 from Asha09 LLC. and
Suresh and Asha Shukla.

The four buildings, just under
9,500 square feet, and two parcels
totaling less than one acre, are at
the southwest corner of U.S. 301
and County Road 125 in Lawtey.

The buying entity’s officers
for the property’s commercial
portion are Piyush Patel and

Chaitalibahen Patel. The motel
previously sold for $375,000 in
2005.

Aldi shopping
center sells

The Starke shopping center
that houses Aldi and Tractor
Supply has changed hands from
a Los Angeles-based owner to
one in South Florida.

Starke Walnut LLC conveyed
the two parcels totaling around
18 acres to RG Starke Holdings
LLC of Miami on May 14 for
$7.9 million.

The properties last sold in 1995
for $4.5 million and are valued

at $4 million by the county’s
property appraiser.

Pastor
anniversary at
New Covenant

New Covenant Baptist
Ministries will be celebrating
Pastor Jeffrey T. and Sister
Daffany Jones’eighthanniversary
on Sunday, June 23, at 11 a.m.
The Rev. Ellsworth McGuire
and St. John Missionary Baptist
Church will be in charge of the
service. The public is invited.
Dinner will be served.
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Crime

Recent arrests
in Bradford,
Union and Clay

The following individuals were
arrested recently by local law
enforcement officers in Bradford,

Union or Clay (Keystone
Heights-area)  counties. All
defendants are  considered

innocent until convicted in a
court or until pleading guilty or
no contest. Information in this
report is from law enforcement
agencies and court documents,
which are public records.

Bradford

James Robert Baker, 41, of
Starke, was arrested by Bradford
deputies on June 7 for battery.

Garvin O’Neal Brown, 45, of
Keystone Heights, was arrested
by Bradford deputies on June 7
for battery.

Lucio Cappilla, 24, of
Savannah, Georgia, was arrested
by FHP troopers on June 1 for an
out-of-county warrant, driving
with a suspended or revoked
license, and driving with a valid
out-of-state license while a
Florida license was suspended.

Michael Robert Chandler,
34, of Lawtey, was arrested by
Bradford deputies on June 7 for
larceny.

Rodney Gene Cook, 44, of
Starke, was arrested by Bradford
deputies on June 2 for battery.

Janet Louise Gibbs, 42, of
Keystone Heights, was arrested
by Bradford deputies on June 7
for a probation violation.

Lanorris Bernard Jackson,
49, of Keystone Heights, was
arrested by Bradford deputies
on June 2 for driving with a
suspended or revoked license.

Calvin William Lane, 32,
of Lake City, was arrested by
Bradford deputies on June 5 for
probation violations.

Chad Robert Meade, 39, of
Jacksonville, was arrested by
FHP troopers on June 2 for
possession of drug equipment,
possession of cocaine, and
possession of marijuana.

Timothy Warren Potts, 41,
of Lawtey, was arrested by
Bradford deputies on June 3 for
larceny.

Tyler Anthony Ruland, 28, of
Jacksonville, was arrested by
Bradford deputies on June 7 for
arson.

Paul Raymond Smith, 50,

of Starke, was arrested by
Bradford deputies on June 2 for a
conditional release violation.

Alvin B. Stinson, 37, of Lake
Butler, was arrested by Bradford
deputies on June 7 for possession
of drugs, possession of drug
equipment, and a weapons
offense.

Ryan Jonathan Taylor, 27,
of Orange Park, was arrested
by Bradford deputies on June
5 for possession of a controlled
substance.

Thomas Earl Woods, 45, of
Lake Butler, was arrested by
Bradford deputies on June 7
for possession of drugs and
possession of drug equipment.

Union

Travis Edward Aldridge, 39, of
Lawtey, was arrested by Union
deputies on June 6 for driving
with a suspended or revoked
license.

Edward Alexander Bernas,
28, of Lake Butler, was arrested
by union deputies on June 9 for
battery.

Jesse Lee Dover, 29, of Lake
Butler, was arrested by Union
deputies on June 6 for a probation
violation.

Harold William Plass III, 33,
of Lulu, was arrested by Union
deputies on June 7 for a probation
violation.

Helen Roxanne Satterfield,
48, of Starke, was arrested by
Union deputies on June 3 for a
probation violation.

Clay

Sean Wilson Armstrong, 32, of
Keystone Heights, was arrested
by Clay deputies on June 4 for
domestic battery.

David Wayne Bollinger, 57, of
Keystone Heights, was arrested
by Clay deputies on June 4 for
probation violations.

Mark Steven Faulkner, 35, of
Keystone Heights, was arrested
by Clay deputies on June 2 for
battery.

John G. Hermsdorfer, 55, of
Keystone Heights, was arrested
by Clay deputies on June 2 for
battery and a probation violation.

Drake William Newberg, 28,
of Starke, was arrested by Clay
deputies on June 6 for grand theft,
resisting an officer, giving a false
name to law enforcement, and
leaving the scene of an accident
involving property damage.

Kidnapping
defendant
pleas

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

A 35-year-old Starke woman
has pleaded to kidnapping a
16-year-old and beating the boy
in retaliation for a car theft.

Tiescha Latrese  Mitchell,
35, was arrested in January
for kidnapping and aggravated
battery. On May 29, she pleaded
to false imprisonment and was
sentenced to 64 days in jail and
three years’ probation.

According to court papers,
the victim told deputies that
on January 8, he was walking
on Starke’s Estelle Street near
Dell Street when a gray vehicle
approached him, and Mitchell
and Leroi Lamant Luzunaris,
47, of Jacksonville, exited the
car. According to the victim, the
couple took him to a home on
Lamar Street where they, along
with Donnie Risby, 64, of Starke,
beat him with a tire iron, fists,
feet, and possibly a handgun.

Prosecutors dropped charges
against Risby in February.
Luzunaris is awaiting trial.

Probation for
perjury

BY DAN HILDEBRAN
dan@bctelegraph.com

A 33-year-old Tallahassee
woman accused of lying on the
witness stand during a murder
trial was sentenced to three
years’ probation, 100 hours of
community service,, and was
fined $2,500.

Ashley Nicole Whitefield
pleaded to perjury in an official
proceeding.

According to a complaint, the
defendant testified during the
2022 trial of her brother, Marcus
Whitefield, that Marcus visited
her in Havana, Florida, west
of Tallahassee, from mid-June
through mid-July 2020.

Marcus was standing trial for
the July 10, 2020, murder of
Blake Williams on Starke’s Old
Lawtey Road near Brownlee
Street. He was found guilty of
shooting the 19-year-old in the
head and sentenced to life plus
30 years.

According to the complaint,
Ashley also lied when she
denied that she and her brother
communicated via cell phone
during the first 10 days of July
2020. Marcus’s call records
revealed 11 answered phone
calls, one missed call, and one
unanswered call between the
two from July 1 through July 10,
2020.

ISLANDS

Continued from page 1

plants died relatively quickly,
and travelers passing through the
downtown area saw only weeds
and dead plant matter.

The new design focused on
plants with bright and attractive
colored foliage as this type of
plant is always attractive, not
just for the short blooming time
for flowering plants.

The plants selected were
Sunshine Ligustrum (yellow),
Cerise  Charm  Lorapetalum
(purple), and Lomandra Breeze
Grass (green).

In total, 84 plants were
placed in seven islands. Local
individuals and  businesses
sponsored islands to pay the
difference between the funds the
Woman’s Club provided and the
actual cost for each island.

These sponsors were Jack
Schenck (three islands in

memory of his late wife, Ann),
the Rondell and Lisa Huggins
family, Free State Realty/Marco
Van Peterson, the Fred Sirmones
family, and Clarence and Jean
Brannen.

City public works personnel
did the hard part, clearing away
the dead vegetation, digging out
the old mulch, and planting the
plants according to the design.

New Public Works Director
Sam Norris was on hand to see
that things got done. Bayer
supervised the plantings, making
sure the design was followed,
and Woman’s Club President
Cathryn Reagan helped wherever
needed, carrying plants, helping
set up the plant spacing, and
whatever else needed to be done.
Hayes dropped by the planting
sights to see what the end result
looked like and commented on
the workers’ handiwork.

“This is really an improvement
to the appearance of the
downtown area of Lake Butler,
and I really want to thank the

Lake Butler Woman’s Club for
helping out in so many ways to
make it happen,” Hayes said.

Bayer was equally
complimentary of the city’s
efforts to make the project a
reality.

“I cannot emphasize enough
that the city’s cooperation and
effort to make this project happen
was wonderful,” Bayer said. “I
can say only that we could not
have done this without them.”

At first, there was a question
about seeing that the plantings
got watered regularly, but city
workers came through with a
plan to get it done and said they
would be taking care of it.

The final touch needed to
complete the project according
to plan is creating and placing
signs recognizing the support
of the contributors mentioned
above. Contributions are being
accepted towards this final goal,
with checks accepted at Lake
Butler City Hall.

UCHS Class of
74 reunion

Union County’s Class of
1974 will celebrate 50 years on
Saturday, June 22, 2024. Save
the date. The reunion will take
place at 5 p.m. at Lake Butler
Community Center. From 3 to
4:30 p.m., there will be a tour

of Marjorie McGill Driggers
Historical Museum, 401 W. Main
St., Suite C in the Townsend-
Green Building.

The reunion begins at the
community center a 5 p.m.
Please bring any memorabilia
you would like to share with the
class.

Foster, adoption
classes

Looking to make a difference
in the community? Call
Partnership for Strong Families
today at 352-213-7219 to enroll
in a foster and adoption class for
parents.
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The closed portion will begin south of Lily Lake Road and continues to State Road 21,

approximately 1.2 miles.

ROAD

Continued from page 5

the road’s secluded surroundings,
his property had become a
magnet for illegal dumping and
illicit drug sales.

“Just recently,” he wrote,
“a pickup truck was stolen
in Bradford County and was
stripped in a chop shop and
then hauled to this segment of
the road and dumped on my
property. Years ago, a dead body
was found next to this portion of
the road, and it was dumped on
my property from this segment
of the road. The body wasn’t
found for a couple of weeks after
being dumped from the road.
The vandalism is so bad that
timber companies will not work
or store equipment near this
road. In addition, I had to move
all our heavy equipment off the
property to my residence due to
the vandalism that comes from
this dirt road.”

Tumlin further claimed that
his  grandfather constructed
what became Melrose Road and
that the family never granted an
easement to the county for the
trail. It only gave the county the
right to grade the dirt road.

A 1998 memo from then-
County Engineer Don Miller
appears to back up Tumlin’s
claim. Miller said a records
search  yielded no deed,
easement, or any other document
allowing the county to claim any
rights to the road.

Nearly 100 signed
petition

With the application, Tumlin
provided commissioners with
a petition containing nearly
100 signatures of residents
supporting his request.

Most people who spoke at a
public hearing about the closure

supported the application. Many
complained about speeding and
reckless motorists using the
thorofare as a cut-through from
County Road 214 to State Road
21.

Joseph Foy said one of his
daughters was nearly hit while
boarding a school bus by a
speeding driver who ignored the
bus’s stop lights.

Melrose Road homeowner
Corey Meade told commissioners
that off-road vehicles use the dirt
grade in addition to cars.

“Recently, it’s become a
speedway for four-wheelers, dirt
bikes, and side-by-sides all day
long,” he said. “They just put up
a 25-mile-an-hour sign out there.
It’s more of a recommendation
because nobody drives 25 with
that road being situated the
way it is. There’s no real way
to enforce that. Police officers
have nowhere to sit out there
to enforce a 25-mile-per-hour
zone.”

Road saved my life
twice

Meade said he recognized
that closing the road would
inconvenience commuters. He
added that his wife, who works
at the veterans’ hospital in
Gainesville, will take a longer
route if the southern half of
Melrose Road is inaccessible.

William Beck opposed the
closure and said his wife had
saved 32,000 miles in her
commute to UF Health Shands
Hospital over the last 20 years by
using the cut-through.

Beck added that a Clay Electric
line crew recently blocked
Melrose Road with large trucks,
and the work effectively closed
the road between Lily Lake
Road and County Road 214. He
added that if the southern half of
Melrose Road had been closed
during that time, many residents

would have been trapped on their
properties.

Gordon Curtis told
commissioners that the southern
portion of Melrose Road saved
his life twice because it was
open.

“Once, there was a tree down
between Lily Lake Road and
214, and they came in and got
me,” he recalled. “I had broken
my neck in five places. Once
more, it saved my life when I had
a heart attack. They had a trailer
blocking the road, and they came
up from the other end to get me
and to take me to Shands.”

Legal liability

County Engineer Richard
Smith told the board that because
the southern part of the road is in
such poor condition, he could be
sued if the county took no action,
allowing the unsafe artery to
remain accessible to motorists.
He added that if the county did
not close the road, it would have
to invest significant money to
make it safe.

Condon said that based on
Smith’s recommendation to
block public access to the road,
she favored closing it.

Commissioner Mike Cella
acknowledged that Condon had
been working on the potential
road closure more than her
colleagues, including holding
a public meeting in December,
which 80 people attended.

“The thing that puts me over the
top is the owner of the property,”
Cella said. “Unless we’re willing
to make an extensive investment
in that particular road...I think
that we risk everyone’s safety by
keeping it open, and if the owner
of the property decided that he
was not going to allow us to go
in there and do what we had to do
on his property, then obviously,
we would be in a position where
that would still be open and
people would still be using it.”
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Lowery steps down at KHHS
to take position at Palatka

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Lantz Lowery, who helped
make Keystone Heights High
School one of the state’s best in
the sport of boys weightlifting,
is leaving to become the head
weightlifting coach and handle
strength and conditioning for the
football program at Palatka High
School.

“We’ve had success at
Keystone — great success,” said
Lowery, who led the Indians to
five state championships. “This
is an opportunity to go someplace
else and see if we can replicate
that success. Can we do it again
before I retire? Am I capable of
doing this again?”

Lowery has coached football
and weightlifting at KHHS since
2003, with the exception of the
2015-16 school year when he
accepted the position of head
football coach at Interlachen
High School.

Keystone shared the Class 1A
state title with Baker County in
2014. When Lowery returned
to KHHS after one year at
Interlachen, the Indians won
three Class 1A championships in
a row from 2021 through 2023.
In 2022, the Indians won two
state titles, earning the top trophy
in both the traditional and newly
added snatch events.

“It is hard enough to win one
state championship in a coaching
career, let alone three in a row,”
KHHS Athletic Director Chuck
Dickinson said. “He has done
this because of his dedication
to our student-athletes — being
able to motivate them and hold

Lantz Lowery, who won
five boys weightlifting
state championships at
Keystone Heights High
School, is leaving to take
over the Palatka High
School program.

them accountable to each other.”

Head Football Coach Steve
Reynolds, who worked alongside
Lowery the last four years,
described Lowery as having been
an “incredibly valuable asset” to
KHHS.

“We’re grateful for all the hard
work he put in,” Reynolds said.

Palatka High School
experienced its own impressive
run of weightlifting success,
winning five straight state
championships  from 1991
through 1995, making it one of
four schools to have won at least
five titles in a row. Palatka also
won state titles in 1987, 2000 and
2007 and was state runner-up in
1984, 1985, 1988, 1996, 1997
and 1999.

“Palatka has a history of state
championships,” Lowery said.
“It’d be pretty cool to be able to
restore that.”

Keystone’s recent history
of state championships also
includes numerous district and
regional titles. Since 2012, when
the district and regional formats
were created, the Indians have
won their district every year,
including the year Lowery was
at Interlachen. That includes
winning two titles each in the
last three years with the addition
of the snatch event, which then
morphed into the Olympic event.

The Indians have won their
region every year during the
same span with the exception
of this past season, when they
were runners-up to Suwannee
in both traditional and Olympic.
Keystone earned traditional and
snatch regional titles in 2022
and was traditional champ and
Olympic runner-up in 2023.

Keystone also won the Clay
County Championship meet
(which involves all county public
schools) from 2021 through the
past season.

Dickinson said Lowery “is
without a doubt the best coach
in Clay County in the sport of
weightlifting.”

Lowery shared the Florida
Dairy Farmers Class 1A Boys
Weightlifting Coach of the
Year honor in 2014 and was the
outright 1A Coach of the Year in
2021 and 2022.

Recently, he shared the Best
Overall Coach in Florida for
the 2022-23 school year by the
National Federation of High
School Coaches Association.

“He’s been a beacon of hard

See LOWERY, page 12

Bradford High School graduate Ajiyah Jackson (center) is pictured at her June
12 signing ceremony with her mother, Andrana Hamm (far left), and grandmother
Harriet Hamm. Jackson will play volleyball at Edward Waters University.

BHS’ Ajiyah Jackson to play
volleyball at Edward Waters

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

Ajiyah  Jackson  already
celebrated one special moment
when she walked across the stage
during Bradford High School’s
May 17 commencement. The
recent graduate has since
celebrated another, signing a
letter of intent to play volleyball
at Jacksonville’s Edward
Waters University during a
June 12 ceremony in the BHS
gymnasium.

“It’s always been a dream since
I tried out in middle school,”
Jackson said of playing the sport
at the collegiate level.

Chelsea LeMire, who was
Bradford’s first-year head coach
during Jackson’s senior season,
said one of the things that was
evident to her when meeting
and working with her players
prior to the season’s start was
that Jackson had the potential to
play in college. She said she told
Jackson she’d do whatever she

could to help make that a reality.

As it turned out, LeMire didn’t
have to do much.

“Honestly, she gets all the
credit for this,” LeMire said.
“She took this on herself and did
it. ’'m just super proud of her
already growing into an adult
and taking that next step. She
is definitely deserving of the
opportunity to play at the next
level.”

See JACKSON, page 14

Legal Notices

Legals for the week of June 20,
2024

BRADFORD

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN
AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY,
FLORIDA
FILE NO.: 04-2024-CP-70
PROBATE DIVISION
IN RE: ESTATE OF
LANG RAY PONS,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of
LANG RAY PONS, deceased, File
Number 04-2024-CP-70, is pending
in the Circuit Court for Bradford
County, Florida, Probate Division, the
address of which is 945 N. Temple
Avenue, Starke, Florida 32091.
The names and addresses of the

personal
personal
are

set forth below.

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE
NOTIFIED THAT:

All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate on

whom a copy of this notice is served
within three months after the date
of the first publication of this notice
must file their claims with this Court
WITHIN THE LATER OF THREE
MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR THIRTY DAYS AFTER
THE DATE OF SERVICE OF ACOPY
OF THIS NOTICE ON THEM.

All other creditors of the decedent and
persons having claims or demands
against the decedent’s estate must
file their claims with this court WITHIN
THREE MONTHS AFTER THE DATE
OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF

representative and the
representative’s  attorney

THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS, DEMANDS AND
OBJECTIONS NOT SO FILED WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
The date of the first publication of this
Notice is June 13, 2024.
PAUL SANDERS, P.A.
Attorney for Petitioner
Florida Bar No.: 557463
132 E. Call St.
Starke, Florida 32091
Telephone: 904/964-2323
sandersmplaw @mail.com
ADDIE PONS
Personal Representative
130 Long Lake Road
Hawthorne, Florida 32640
6/13 2tchg 6/20-BCT

NOTICE OF ENACTMENT OF
ORDINANCE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a
proposed ordinance, the title of which
appears below, will be considered for

enactment by the Board of County
Commissioners of Bradford County,
Florida at a public hearing to be
held on July 2, 2024, at 9:30 AM,
or as soon thereafter as the matter
may be considered, at the County
Commission Chambers, in the
North Wing of the Bradford County
Courthouse, located at 945 N Temple
Avenue, Starke, Florida. Copies of
said ordinance may be inspected by
any member of the public at the Office
of the County Manager, located at 945
N Temple Avenue, Starke, Florida,
during regular business hours.

AN ORDINANCE OF BRADFORD
COUNTY, FLORIDA RELATING TO
THE PROVISION AND FUNDING
OF FIRE RESCUE SERVICES, AND
FACILITIES; AUTHORIZING THE
IMPOSITION AND COLLECTION
OF NON-AD VALOREM SPECIAL
ASSESSMENTS AGAINST
REAL PROPERTY SPECIALLY
BENEFITTED BY THE PROVISION

OF SUCH SERVICES AND
FACILITIES ESTABLISHED BY
THE  COUNTY  HEREUNDER,;
PROVIDING CERTAIN
DEFINITIONS; ESTABLISHING
THE PROCEDURES FOR
IMPOSING, COLLECTING AND
ADMINISTERING FIRE RESCUE
ASSESSMENTS; PROVIDING THAT
FIRE RESCUE ASSESSMENTS
CONSTITUTEALIENONASSESSED
PROPERTY EQUAL IN RANK AND
DIGNITY WITH THE LIENS OF
ALL STATE, COUNTY, DISTRICT,
OR MUNICIPAL TAXES AND
ASSESSMENTS AND SUPERIOR
IN DIGNITY TO ALL OTHER PRIOR
LIENS, MORTGAGES, TITLES,
AND CLAIMS; PROVIDING FOR
SEVERABILITY AND PROVIDING
AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

The public hearing may be continued
to one or more future dates. Any
interested party shall be advised
that the date, time, and place of any

continuation of the public hearing
shall be announced during the
public hearing and that no further
notice concerning the matter will be
published. All persons are advised
that, if they decide to appeal any
decision made at the public hearing,
they will need a record of the
proceedings and, for such purpose,
they may need to ensure that a
verbatim record of the proceedings
is made, which record includes
the testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.
Persons with disabilities who require
assistance to participate in the
meeting are requested to notify the
Office of the County Manager at the
above address or by telephone at
904-966-6327 at least two business
days in advance; if you are hearing or
voice impaired, call 1-800-955-8771.
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“Justis is the best! She will guide you
every way possible. She’s Flexible,
reliable and dependable!! Highly
recommend in Clay County. Very honest
and informative. She will help find you
the best property possible! She
deserves a raise! 5 stars and if | could,
1 would give her 10 stars!”

[EIHI.S@

5675 Cherokee Street

R Keystone Heights, FL 32656

MLS #2017970

MelLissa =
\ > Pellerito '

— e A Ty Dl
|‘.j |!._i‘—'- | D -

W=

[E MLS ! @
Melissa Pellerito
352-494-1829 calljtext
mpelleritorealtor@gmail.com
275 S Lawrence Blvd ¢ Ste 1
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

“She’s everythmg you
could want. Hands down
the best. Thanks For
everything you have
done for my Family and
continue to do for our
friends we send you.
You are amazing!”

S@ut and
REALTY

& MA_NAGEMIENT coO
Justis Smith
352-258-4619
100 E Nightingale St.
Keystone Heights, FL 32656
justis@southland-realty.com

3 4l COLDWELL BANKER

SMITH & SMITH
REALTY

“Being new to market never Felt so right. After the
experience had here | know | am ready for the next
chapter of life. | know that some may have different
experiences however for myself it was one that will

Marty & L|sa Shaw
(904) 964-9222

415 E Call St,

Starke, FL 32091

part of this chapter in so many people’s life.”

200 Coral Farms Rd
202 Coral Farms Rd

Garrett Bishop Florahome, FL 32140

(904) 509-8892

builditwithbishop@gmail.com

New Construction!

remain uncomparable. Thank you For being an awesome

MLS # 2017292 MLS# 2027529

- " 5110 SW County RD 240,
Lake City FL, 32024

MLS #2017499

&@m Eromi¥ourdlocallReallors!

Ron Blake
(352) 235-1644
2518 State Rd 21,
Melrose, FL 32666

“Their knowledgeable
and professional
attitude is a winning
combination.”

4911 SE 10th Place,
Keystone Heights, FL 32656

I[E I

MLS #2026905
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Legal Notices

Legals for the week of June 20,
2024

BRADFORD

IN THE 8th JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COURT IN AND FOR BRADFORD
COUNTY, FLORIDA
Case No. 2023 CA 421
21T MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,

vS.
BRIDGET RENEE HILL; UNKNOWN
SPOUSE OF BRIDGET RENEE
HILL; JUSTIN MICHAEL HILL;
BRADFORD COUNTY PROPERTY
APPRAISER and UNKNOWN
TENANT
Defendant.
NOTICE OF SALE

NOTICE IS GIVEN pursuant to
a Final Judgment dated April 25,
2024 entered in Case No. 2023 CA
000421, of the Circuit Court in and
for Bradford County, Florida, wherein
BRIDGET RENEE HILL and JUSTIN
MICHAEL HILL are the Defendants,
that Denny Thompson, the Clerk
at the Circuit Court, will sell to the
highest and best bidder for cash,
at the Clerk of the Circuit Court, in
the lobby of the Bradford County
Courthouse, 945 North Temple Ave.,
Starke, Florida 32091 on August 15
2024, beginning at 11:00 a.m., on
the prescribed date, the following
described real property as set forth
in the Final Judgment: Legal: SEE
ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A”
TOGETHER WITH A 2020 LIVE OAK
52X32 MODEL MANUFACTURED

HOME BEARING SERIAL
NO.S: LOHGA31971145A  and
LOHGA31971145B

NOTICE IF YOU ARE A PERSON
CLAIMING A RIGHT TO FUNDS
REMAINING AFTER THE SALE,
YOU MUST FILE A CLAIM WITH
THE CLERK NO LATER THAN THE
DATE THAT THE CLERK REPORTS
THE FUNDS AS UNCLAIMED. IF
YOU FAIL TO FILE A CLAIM, YOU
WILL NOT BE ENTITLED TO ANY
REMAINING FUNDS. AFTER
THE FUNDS ARE REPORTED AS
UNCLAIMED, ONLY THE OWNER
OF RECORD AS OF THE DATE OF
THE LIS PENDENS MAY CLAIM
THE SURPLUS.
NOTICE If you are a person
with a disability who needs any
accommodation in order to participate
in this proceeding, you are entitled,
at no cost to you, to the provision
of certain assistance. Please
contact Bradford County Clerk of the
Court,945 North Temple Ave., Starke,
Florida 32091and whose telephone
number is 904-966-6280, within two
working days of your receipt of this
notice. If you are hearing or voice
impaired, call 1-800-955-8711.
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

| HEREBY CERTIFY that a true copy
of the foregoing has been served on
this 6th day of June, 2024
Bridget Renee Hill, 5418 NW 177%
Street, Starke, FL 32091; Justin
Michael Hill, 8501 Hampton Springs
Road, Perry, FL 32348.
SEND MAIL TO:
Dean, Mead, Egerton, Bloodworth,
Capouano & Bozarth, P.A.
Attn: Leslie S. White
Post Office Box 2346
Orlando, FL 32802-2346
By: /s/ Leslie S. White
Leslie S. White, for the firm
Florida Bar No. 521078

Telephone 407-

841-1200
Facsimile 407-423-1831
primary email: Iwhite@deanmead.
com
secondary email: bransom@
deanmead.com

Exhibit A
A parcel of land lying in the West 1/2
of Northeast 1/4 of Southeast 1/4 of
Section 18, Township 6 South, Range
22 East, Bradford County, Florida;
said parcel being more particularly
described as follows: Commence at
an old axle found at the Northwest
corner of said West 1/2 and run South
01°01’16” West, along the Westerly
boundary thereof, 119.05 feet to
an iron rod found on the Southerly
boundary of the right-of-way of
County Road NW 177th Street (80’
R/W) for the Point of Beginning said
Southerly boundary being on a curve
concave to the North and having
a radius of 17,230.45 feet; from
Point of Beginning thus described
run Easterly along said Southerly
boundary and along the arc of said
curve, 19293 feet as measured
along a chord having a bearing of
South 89°53’54” East, to an iron rod
found at the Northwest corner of a
parcel described in O.R. Book 737
Page 344, Public Records of said
County; thence South 00°30’52”
East, along the Westerly boundary
of said parcel, 287.16 feet to an iron
rod found at the Southwest corner
thereof and the Northwest corner
of a parcel described in O.R. Book
1135, Page 164, of said Public
Records; thence South 00°31°08”
East along the Westerly boundary
of said parcel, 480.13 feet to an iron
rod found at the Southwest corner
thereof; thence South 89°5522”
East, along the Southerly boundary
of said Parcel, 220.51 feet to an iron
rod found at the Southeast corner
thereof; thence South 00°05’52”
East along the Westerly Boundary
of a parcel described in O.R. Book
256, Page 465, a distance of 254.01
feet to the Southwest corner of said
parcel and the Northeast corner of a
parcel described in O.R. Book 1194,
Page 69; thence South 89°12’05”

West, along the Northerly boundary
of said parcel, 421.19 feet to an iron
rod found at the Northwest corner
thereof; thence South 00°07°10” East,
along the Westerly boundary of said
parcel, 210.00 feet to an iron rod at
the Southwest corner thereof and
on the Southerly boundary of said
West 1/2; thence South 89°10°25”
West, along said Southerly boundary,
22.17 feet to a concrete monument
(8" X 3”) Found at the Southwest
corner of said West 1/2; thence North
01°01’16” seconds East, along the
Westerly boundary of said West 1/2 a
distance of 1238.50 feet to the Point
of Beginning.
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NOTICE OF ENACTMENT OF

AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY

COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF

STARKE, FLORIDA

The City of Starke Florida will hold
a City Commission Meeting on July
2, 2024 at 5:30 pm at City Hall, 209
North Thompson Street, Starke,
Florida 32091 during which the
second reading and a vote will occur
for the following ordinance:

ORDINANCE NUMBER 2024-14
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
STARKE, FLORIDA, AMENDING
CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE I,
DIVISION 3 CITY MANAGER;
REMOVING THE PROHIBITION
ON CITY COMMISSIONERS OR
ELECTED  OFFICIALS FROM
BEING APPOINTED TO THE CITY
MANAGER POSITION; REMOVING
ALL REFERENCES TO THE
POLICE DEPARTMENT; AMENDING
THE CITY MANAGER’S DUTIES
TO INCLUDE SUPERVISION OF
THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT;
AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE
Ill, DIVISION 4 CITY CLERK;
AMENDING THE CITY CLERK’S
RESPONSIBILITIES BY ALLOWING
FOR THE FINANCE DIRECTOR
TO OVERSEE RECEIPT OF
MONIES AND ISSUE LICENSES
AND COLLECT FEES FOR
SAME; PROVIDING DIRECTION
FOR CODIFICATION OF THIS
ORDINANCE; REPEALING ALL
ORDINANCES IN  CONFLICT;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;
AND PROVIDING FOR AN
EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance is available for public
inspection at City Hall, 209 North
Thompson Street, Starke, Florida
32091. Interested parties may appear
and have an opportunity to be heard
at the meeting with respect to the
proposed ordinance.
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COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING
THE PUBLIC IS HEREBY NOTIFIED
that the Bradford County Board of
County Commissioners will have a
board meeting on July 2, 2024, at 9:30
AM inside the county commission
meeting room, located in the north
wing section of the Bradford County
Courthouse, 945 N. Temple, Avenue,
Starke, FL. A copy of the meeting
agenda may be obtained from the
Bradford County website: www.
bradfordcountyfl.gov. Said meeting
location is secured — no firearms or
weapons are permitted.
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
To satisfy the owner’s storage lien,
KO Storage LLC will sell at public lien
sale on July 17, 2024. The personal
property in the below-listed units,
which may include but are not limited
to: Household goods, boxes/totes/
bags, clothing, bedding, tools and
toys. The public sale of these items
will begin at 10AM on July 10, 2024
and end at 2PM on July 17, 2024.
The public sale will take place on
www.storagetreasures.com.
KO Storage of Starke - S Walnut St,
1650 South Walnut Street, Starke FL
32091, (952) 314-7121
Time: 02:00PM CST
A19, Crapp, Shaunte, A21, Wilson,
Kelley, A23, Crapp, Shaunte, A57,
George, Charlene, B07, McKinney,
Susan, B13, Sofield, Ashley, B79,

Deweese, Rachel, CO03, George,
Charlene
Public sale terms, rules, and

regulations will be made available
on www.storagetreasures.com. All
sales are subject to cancellation. We
reserve the right to refuse any bid.
Payment must be by credit/debit card,
we do not accept checks or cash.
Buyers must secure the units with
their own personal locks. To claim
tax-exempt status, original RESALE
certificates for each space purchased
is required. By KO Storage LLC,
10301 Wayzata Blvd,
Minnetonka, MN 55305. (952)-314-
7121.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR
BRADFORD COUNTY, FLORIDA
PROBATE DIVISION

File No.: 24000045CPAXMX

Division: 8
IN RE: ESTATE OF
SHI ANNE SHIMER
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

The administration of the estate of
Shi Anne Shimer, deceased, whose
date of death was January 9, 2024,
is pending in the Circuit Court for
Bradford County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is P.O.
Drawer B, Starke, Florida 32901. The
names and addresses of the personal
representative and the personal
representative’s attorney are set forth

below.
All creditors of the decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against decedent’s estate on whom a
copy of this notice is required to be
served must file their claims with this
court ON OR BEFORE THE LATER
OF 3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME
OF THE
FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against decedent’s estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN FLORIDA STATUTES SECTION
733.702 WILL BE FOREVER
BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is June 20th, 2024
Attorney for
Representative:
Diane A. Vidal
Attorney
Florida Bar Number: 1008324
CHIUMENTO LAW
145 City Place, Suite 301
Palm Coast, FL 32164
Telephone: (386) 445-8900
Fax: (386) 445-6702
E-Mail: DVidal@legalteamforlife.com
Secondary E-Mail: Proserv@
legalteamforlife.com
Personal Representative:
Preston Leon Shimer
7114 SW 90th Street
Hampton, Florida 32044
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Pethrsonal

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, IN
AND FOR BRADFORD COUNTY,
FLORIDA,
PROBATE
DIVISION
CASE NO.: 24000072CPAXMX
DIVISION: Probate
INRE: ESTATEOFJ U AN I TA
FORTNER ROPER
A/K/A JUANITA F. ROPER
A/K/A JUANITA ROPER,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of JUANITA
FORTNER ROPER A/K/A JUANITA
F. ROPER A/K/A JUANITA ROPER,
(“Decedent”)  deceased, whose
date of death was April 2, 2024,
and whose Social Security Number
is XXX-XX-3979, is pending in the
Circuit Court for Bradford County,
Florida, Probate Division, the address
of which is 945 N Temple Ave, Starke,
FL 32091. The names and addresses
of the Petitioner and the Petitioner’s
attorney are set forth below.
All creditors of the Decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s Estate on whom
a copy of this notice is required to
be served must file their claims with
this court WITHIN THE LATER OF
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the Decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against Decedent’s Estate
must file their claims with this court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT SO FILED WILL
BE FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIOD SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is June 20th, 2024.
DAKOTAT. BOND A/K/A
DAKOTA TYLER BOND, Petitioner
39 Wainwright Way,
Avon Park, Florida, 33825
LAW OFFICES OF AL NICOLETTI
/s/ Alfred V. Nicoletti
ALFRED V. NICOLETTI, ESQ.
Florida Bar No.: 125446
7512 Dr. Phillips Blvd.
Suite 50-647
Orlando, Florida 32819
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NOTICE OF ENACTMENT OF
AN ORDINANCE BY THE CITY
COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
STARKE, FLORIDA
The City of Starke Florida will hold
a City Commission Meeting on July
2, 2024 at 5:30 pm at City Hall, 209
North Thompson Street, Starke,
Florida 32091 during which the
second reading and a vote will occur
for the following ordinance:
ORDINANCE NUMBER 2024-15
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
OF STARKE, FLORIDA CALLING
FOR A REFERENDUM QUESTION
TO BE PLACED BEFORE THE
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE
CITY OF STARKE AT THE NEXT
GENERAL ELECTION  WHICH
IS SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 5, 2024; PROVIDING

CHARTER REFERENDUM
QUESTIONS DETERMINING
WHETHER TO ADOPT THE

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO
THE CHARTER FOR THE CITY OF
STARKE; PROVIDING FOR THE
FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED
AMENDED CHARTER FOR THE

CITY OF STARKE; PROVIDING FOR
REQUISITE BALLOT LANGUAGE;
PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF ALL
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE.

This ordinance is available for public
inspection at City Hall, 209 North
Thompson Street, Starke, Florida
32091. Interested parties may appear
and have an opportunity to be heard
at the meeting with respect to the
proposed ordinance.

UNION

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby made to all those
concerned and affected that A.
West Enterprises, LLC is performing
Project Number TX-09(ESU),
Reception and Medical Center,
Lake Butler, FL, Reception and
Medical Center Primary Switchgear
Replacement and Primary Electrical
Repairs. All parties furnishing labor,
materials and/or equipment to said
Project are to provide notice of such
in writing by certified mail to the
Florida Department of Corrections,
Attn: Tracy Mullins, 501 S. Calhoun
Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-
2500, within 20 calendar days of first
providing such labor, materials and/or
equipment.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
8TH

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, IN AND FOR
UNION COUNTY, FLORIDA

CIVIL DIVISION

CASE NO. 23000078CAAXMX
UNITED WHOLESALE MORTGAGE,

LLC, Plaintiff,
VS.
HONAR MZORY; UNKNOWN

SPOUSE OF HONAR MZORY;
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
ACTING ON BEHALF OF THE

SECRETARY OF  HOUSING
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT:
UNKNOWN  PERSON(S)  IN

POSSESSION OF THE SUBJECT
PROPERTY,
Defendant(s)

NOTICE OF ACTION
To the following Defendant(s):
HONAR MZORY
(LAST KNOWN ADDRESS)
13135 NE 235TH CT
RAIFORD, FLORIDA 32083
YOU ARE NOTIFIED that an action
for Foreclosure of Mortgage on the
following described property:
Exhibit “A”
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
A parcel of land lying, being and
situate in Section 17, Township 5
South, Range 21 East, Union County,
Florida, more particularly described
as follows:
COMMENCE at the Northwest corner
of the Southeast 1/4 of Northwest 1/4
of said Section 17, and run South 01
degree 39 minutes 35 seconds East,
along the West line of said Southeast
1/4 of Northwest 1/4 of Section 17,
a distance of 1332.41 feet to the
Southwest comer of said Southeast
1/4 of Northwest 1/4 of Section 17;
thence run North 88 degrees 54
minutes 46 seconds East, along
the South line of said Southeast 1/4
of Northwest 1/4 of Section 17, a
distance of 552.18 feet to the POINT
OF BEGINNING of the hereinafter
described parcel of land: Thence
run North, 00 degrees 57 minutes 18
seconds West a distance of 628.40
feet; thence run North 88 degrees 54
minutes 46 seconds East a distance
of 346.59 feet; thence run South 00
degrees 57 minutes 18 seconds
East a distance. of 628.40 feet to
the intersection with the aforesaid
South line of the Southeast. 1/4 of
Northwest 1/4 of Section 17; thence
run South 88 degrees 54 minutes 46
seconds West, along said South line
of the Southeast 1/4 of Northwest 1/4
of Section 17, a distance of 346.59
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING.
SUBJECT TO a County Maintained
Limerock Road over, across and
along the Southerly boundary thereof.
a/k/a13135NE 235TH CT, RAIFORD,
FLORIDA 32083
has been filed against you and you
are required to serve a copy of your
written defenses, if any, to it, on
Kahane & Associates, P.A., Attorney
for Plaintiff, whose address is 1619
NW 136th Avenue, Suite D-220,
Sunrise, FLORIDA 33323 on or
before July 11, 2024, a date which
is within thirty (30) days after the first
publication of this Notice in the THE
UNION COUNTY TIMES and file the
original with the Clerk of this Court
either before service on Plaintiff’s
attorney or immediately thereafter;
otherwise a default will be entered
against you for the relief demanded in
the complaint.
This notice is provided pursuant to
Administrative Order No.2.065.
In accordance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, If you are a
person with a disability who needs any
accommodation in order to participate
in this proceeding, you are entitled, at
no cost to you, to provisions of certain
assistance. Please contact the Court
Administrator at 55 West Main Street,
Rm. 103, Lake Butler, FL 32054,
Phone No. (352)374-3648 within 2
working days of your receipt of this
notice or pleading; if you are hearing
impaired, call 1-800-955-8771 (TDD);
if you are voice impaired, call 1-800-
995-8770 (V) (Via Florida Relay
Services).

WITNESS my hand and the seal of
this Court this 10" day of June , 2024.
KELLIE HENDRICKS RHOADES
As Clerk of the Court
BY: C. NORMAN
As Deputy Clerk
Publish: (Please publish
UNION COUNTY TIMES)
Submitted by:
Kahane & Associates,P.A.
1619 NW 136th Avenue, Suite D-220
Sunrise, Florida 33323
Telephone: (954) 382-3486
Telefacsimile: (954) 382-5380
Designated service email: notice@
kahaneandassociates.com
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in THE

NEW RIVER BOARD MEETING
The New River Community Health
Center Board of Directors will meet
Thursday, June 27, 2024 at the DLP
Bank, 811 S Walnut St., Starke, FL
32091 from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm.
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SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE
The City of Lake Butler City
Commission will hold a SPECIAL
MEETING on Wednesday, June
26, 2024, at 6:30pm at the City
Commission Chambers located at
200 SW 1% Street Lake Butler, FL
32054. The SPECIAL MEETING will
be held to swear in Joe Stephenson
into Seat 1 and Rondoll Huggins
into Seat 2 on the Lake Butler City
Commission, and for the board to
appoint a Mayor and Vice-Mayor
among the City Commission.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE EIGHTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,
IN AND FOR UNION COUNTY,
FLORIDA
PROBATE
DIVISION
File Number: 63-2024-CP-0003
Division: Probate
IN RE: THE ESTATE OF STEPHEN
LEE MURPHY,
Deceased.
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
The administration of the estate of
Stephen Lee Murphy, deceased,
whose date of death was March 14,
2023, is pending in the Circuit Court
for Union County, Florida, Probate
Division, the address of which is 55
W. Main Street, #103, Lake Butler, FL
32054. The names and addresses of
the personal representative and the
personal representative’s attorney
are set forth below.
All creditors of the Decedent and other
persons having claims or demands
against Decedent’s estate on whom
a copy of this notice is required to
be served must file their claims with
this Court WITHIN THE LATER OF
3 MONTHS AFTER THE TIME OF
THE FIRST PUBLICATION OF THIS
NOTICE OR 30 DAYS AFTER THE
DATE OF SERVICE OF A COPY OF
THIS NOTICE ON THEM.
All other creditors of the Decedent
and other persons having claims or
demands against Decedent’s estate
must file their claims with this Court
WITHIN 3 MONTHS AFTER THE
DATE OF THE FIRST PUBLICATION
OF THIS NOTICE.
ALL CLAIMS NOT FILED WITHIN
THE TIME PERIODS SET FORTH
IN SECTION 733.702 OF THE
FLORIDA PROBATE CODE WILL BE
FOREVER BARRED.
NOTWITHSTANDING THE TIME
PERIODS SET FORTH ABOVE, ANY
CLAIM FILED TWO (2) YEARS OR
MORE AFTER THE DECEDENT’S
DATE OF DEATH IS BARRED.
The date of first publication of this
notice is June 20™, 2024.
THE Hinson Law Firm, P.A.
Matthew H. Hinson, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 94017
Kathryn E. Stanfill, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 1002636
300 West Adams St., Suite 500
Jacksonville, FL 32202
Phone: 904-527-1700
Fax: 904-355-8088
Matt@HinsonLawPA.com
Kathryn@HinsonLawPA.com
Attorney for Personal Representative
Personal Representative
Stephen Lee Murphy, Il
600 South Westmoreland St.
Starke, FL 32091
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PUBLIC MEETING AND VOTE:
7/2/ 2024 7:00 PM

LOCATION: WORTHINGTON
SPRINGS COMMUNITY
CENTER 11933 SW 36th Drive

Worthington Springs, Florida 32697
A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN
OF WORTHINGTON SPRINGS,
FLORIDA TO FORMALLY
ABANDON RIGHTS OF WAY IN
UNION COUNTY TAX PARCELS
28-06-19-23-036-0010-0
and 32-06-19-00-000-0022-0.
Pat Harrell, Clerk
Town Worthington Springs
386-496-1006 352-316-6776
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LAKE REGION

Project Title: Demolition and Site
Preparation Services for Existing
Building
Introduction: The City of Keystone
Heights, located in Keystone Heights,
FL is seeking proposals from qualified
contractors to provide demolition
and site preparation services for an
existing building located at 125 E

32656. The scope of work includes
the demolition and removal of the
existing abandoned building and
site furnishings, disconnection of
electrical and plumbing systems,
debris removal, and maintenance of
traffic during the demolition process.
Project Overview: The project
involves the complete demolition of an
existing building encompassing 1,500
square feet. The building is a vacant
brick restaurant. The City of Keystone
Heights shall make its best efforts to
maintain the site conditions existing
at the time of inspection for bidding
purposes. The demolition must be
conducted in accordance with all
relevant local, state, and federal
regulations. Qualified contractors
must carry Commercial General
Liability Insurance of 100/300

Scope of Work: The scope of work
for this project includes, but is not
limited to:

-Demolition and removal of the
existing building, concrete/asphalt
slabs, and foundations.

-Demolition and removal of site
improvements, including but not
limited to foundation, parking slab,
concrete  sidewalk, underground
structures, signs, and poles.
-Disconnection and removal of all
electrical and plumbing systems.
Contractor required to call 811
for locates prior to work being
commenced.

-Proper disposal of hazardous
materials, if any, in accordance with
environmental regulations.

-Removal and disposal of all debris
generated during the demolition
process.

-Implementation and maintenance
of traffic control measures to ensure
safety during demolition activities.
Conduct demolition operations to
prevent injury to people and damage
to adjacent facilities. Ensure safe
passage of people and traffic around
the demolition area.

-Restoration of the site to a clean and
level condition upon completion of
demolition activities.

Quality Assurance: Contractor shall
comply with all applicable EPA, state
and local notification regulations
before starting demolition. Contractor
shall comply with hauling and
disposal regulations of authorities
having jurisdiction; all other codes,
standards, regulations, and workers’
safety rules that are administered by
federal agencies (HUD, EPA, OSHA,
and DOT) or state agencies (State
OSHA, DEM, DOH, etc.); and any
other local regulations and standards
(i.e. building codes) that may apply.
The demolition contractor must secure
all associated permits. By submitting
a proposal, Contractor affirms they
have familiarized themselves with
the legal requirements (federal, state,
and local laws, ordinances, rules,
and regulations) and other conditions
which may affect performance of this
Scope of Work.

Proposal Requirements: Interested
contractors are requested to submit
proposals that include the following
information:

-Company profile, including relevant
experience in demolition and site
preparation projects.

-Description  of the proposed
methodology and equipment to
be used for demolition and debris
removal.

-Proposed timeline for completion of
the project.

-Safety plan outlining measures to
ensure the safety of workers and
the surrounding community during
demolition activities.

-Environmental  protection plan
detailing how hazardous materials will
be identified, handled, and disposed
of in compliance with regulations.
-Cost proposal, including a
breakdown of all expenses related to
the project.

Evaluation Criteria: Proposals will
be evaluated based on the following
criteria:

-Experience and qualifications of the
contractor.

-Proposed methodology and
equipment.
-Compliance  with  safety and

environmental regulations.
-Cost-effectiveness of the proposal.
-Proposed timeline for completion of
the project.

-Appropriate insurance coverage ($1
Million/$3 Million)

Submission Instructions: Proposals

must be submitted electronically
to Beau Wright at wright@
keystoneheights.us no later than

July 16, 2024 at 4:00 P.M. Late
submissions will not be considered.
Site Visit: A mandatory pre-bid
site visit will be held on June 24,
2024 at 10:00 a.m. at 125 E Walker
Drive, Keystone Heights, FL 32656.
Contractors must attend the site
visit to familiarize themselves with
the project site and requirements.
Contractor must survey the existing
site to determine the scope of
demolition as well as the existence
of any potential hazardous materials.
Contact Information: For inquiries
or clarifications regarding this RFP,
please contact Beau Wright at
wright@keystoneheights.us or 352-
473-4807.
Reservation of Rights: The City
of Keystone Heights reserves the
right to reject any or all proposals
received, to waive any irregularities
or informalities in the proposals
received, and to select the proposal
deemed to be in the best interest of
the city.
Thank you for your interest in this
project. We look forward to receiving
your proposal.
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Youth forge new skills at Bradford 4-H blacksmith camp

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

The days have been getting
pretty hot, but hot enough to
bend steel?

Maybe not, but that’s
exactly what some youth found
themselves doing as part of the
Bradford County 4-H Blacksmith
Camp, which was held June 13-
14.

The camp was led by Luke
Harlow, Bradford’s UF/IFAS
Extension agent who works in
the area of horticulture/small
farms. One of his hobbies is
blacksmithing, which he began
approximately eight years ago.

“This is the fourth year
I’ve provided this for the 4-H
program,” said Harlow, who

was assisted by his wife, Erin,
a UF/IFAS Extension agent
County,

in  Columbia and

Jacob Mudge, a commercial
blacksmith. “We’re pretty much
the only one in the state providing
a blacksmith camp.”

Five camp participants made
wall hooks and grilling forks out
of steel on the camp’s first day.

“I thought they’d make a nice
gift for Father’s Day,” Harlow
said of the grilling forks.

Participants ~ worked  with
copper on the second day,
making roses — something that
Mudge enjoys doing.

At the start of each camp,
Harlow likes to ask participants
why they wanted to be there.
The most-popular answer is to
learn how to make knives, which
Harlow said is a testament to the
popularity of such TV shows as
“Forged in Fire” and “Last Blade
Standing.”

“That draws in a lot of kids,”

LEFT: Zane
Vandruff works
on shaping

his wall-hook
project.BELOW:
Luke Harlow (left)
observes Will
Conner curving
his metal rod in
what will become
a wall hook.

Will Conner wields a
hammer at the start of a
project.

Corbin King twists his
metal piece, providing
decorative touches to a
wall hook.

Michael Woodruff creates

a split on a metal rod in
the beginning stages of
creating a grilling fork.

o
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Extended Ad Deadlme°

he said, “but there are a lot of
techniques those bladesmiths
had to learn before they even
started their first blade.”

Camp participants learned
some basic techniques, such as
bending, twisting and drawing
out, which is making a piece
of metal longer and thinner by
using a hammer and an anvil.

Then there’s the technique that
takes place prior to those other
ones — heating up the metal.
Camp participants had two coal-
fueled forges at their disposal.

Harlow told the youth to
remember blacksmithing’s
“cardinal rule,” which s,
“Assume everything is hot.”

“Safety is our number-one
concern,” Harlow said. “I haven’t
had anyone burn themselves in
four years, but there is always
the potential.”

Teaching moments occurred
along the way. One participant
carried a hot piece of metal to an
anvil and then asked, “Where’s
my hammer?”

“We’re learning a lesson,”
Harlow said. “Make sure you
have your tools ready.”

Another lesson? Let the
hammer do the work. Harlow
said one of the misconceptions
about blacksmithing is that it
requires brute strength, adding
that most people think of “that
iconic blacksmith who raises
his hammer — usually a big
sledgehammer — and just wails
on metal.”

“It’s not like that,” Harlow
said. “If you did it that way,
you’d probably only be able to
do this for an hour before you
were exhausted.

“I think one of the things
they’re already learning (after
approximately an hour into the
first day) is just how much a
hammer does the work rather
than the smiths themselves.”

Will any of the participants
continue working on
blacksmithing skills after the
camp? Harlow doesn’t know,
but he admitted that’s not
his goal. He’d love it if the
youth  continued exploring
blacksmithing, but he wanted to
at least impart some knowledge
of working with tools and being
comfortable using them.

“It may not be blacksmithing,
but if they’re working at home
on projects, they’ve got some
of that confidence to use tools,”
Harlow said.

Harlow likes

the idea of

PRSRT STD
U.5. POSTAGE
PalD
Parmit Ma, 73
Starka, FL 32071

LOCAL NEWS

emall. johnryan@bctelegraph.com phone/text: (904) 796-3534
email: douglass80@embargmail.com phone/text: 904-796-0781

Brent Bailey hammers out the tines on a grilling fork.

presenting something new to
youth — something they’re not
going to learn in school. Unless
they have family members who
are blacksmiths, they’re not
going to learn it at home either.

“Even if this is as far as they
go (in blacksmithing), having
them have the experience — that
makes it fun for me,” Harlow
said. “That’s why I continue
doing this.”

Zane Vandruff (left) heats up a piece of metal as Luke

Harlow looks on.

Erin Harolow demonstrates twisting metal as Will
Conner, Zane Vandruff and Brent Bailey (background,
I-r) look on.

Brent Bailey (left) hammers the tip of a metal rod as
Jay Mudge looks on.
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Purple Day celebrates Arc’s ‘royal’ consumers

BY CLIFF SMELLEY
cliff@bctelegraph.com

ability. Therefore, some
consumers received certificates
for such things as “Best Creative
Designer,” which was presented
to Greg Smith, and “Best Note
Taker,” which was presented to
Terri Smith.

Prior to the presentation of
certificates, consumers enjoyed
games, water activities and food.

What’s the best part about
Purple Day? As far as consumer
Richard Miller is concerned,
“everything.” He said he enjoys
“going in the water and sliding
and eating watermelon and all
kinds of stuff — hamburgers and

If you’re going to have a party,
it makes sense to have the “Best
Partygoer” in attendance.

The Arc of Bradford held its
annual Purple Day event on
June 14. Those who receive Arc
services (known as consumers)
were presented with certificates
that recognized their unique
traits. Allen  Sullivan, for
example, received a certificate
for being “Best Partygoer.”

What would a party be without
music and dancing? Purple Day
had that, giving consumer Chris

Miller the chance to show off
his moves before he received a
certificate recognizing him as

hot dogs.”

Consumer Terry Albert said

the whole day is fun.

“That’s what it’s all about,”

“Best Dance Machine.”

TJ. Barker and Robbie Albertsaid .
Pickering are able to liven up a Andy = Martinez - sai ¢
party as well. Barker was named “™°YS being around his fellow

consumers.

T | “Biggest Joker,” while Pickering
was named “Biggest Kidder.”
Certificates recognized
kinds of characteristics, such as
“Prettiest Dress Fashionista,”
which went to Stacy Fulmer, and
“Biggest Fingernail Glam Girl,”

which went to Kim Lee.

“'m down here with my
all guys,” Martinez said.

Purple Day gets its name from
the fact that the color purple
signifies royalty. With that in
mind, Arc staff members do
their best to make consumers
feel like kings and queens. All

ANDY SENTIMEE r
e r i

ety

Eric Miller splashes down at the bottom of the slide.

Though the A .
thoseoug with © devrecloprie;rr‘lltzs you had to do was look at Chris
and intellectual  disabilities, ballance’s face, which showed

the “Best Smile” that he earned

the organization believes in .
a certificate for.

highlighting an individual’s

See page 13 for more
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One of the highlights of Purple Day is when

consumers are presented with certificates that
recognize their abilities or unique traits. Pictured (left
to right, top to bottom) are Terry Albert — Bradford
High School’s Best Graduate 1985; Jessica Genosa —
Most Caring; Kim Lee — Biggest Fingernail Glam Girl;
Andy Martinez — Biggest Movie Fan; Michael Smith
— Biggest Clemson Fanatic; Allen Sullivan — Best
Partygoer; Alfred Thomas — Biggest Ladies Man; and

Purple Day photos

Tyler Williams works on
making a colorful tie-dye

s IEH_:E”'E >
| ooz < —, ALLEW SULLIVAH ZZ
O .arveoen A snow cone

with the

Smile.”

Chris Miller shows off
a cross with the word

on a hot day
brings a smile
to the face of
Chris Ballance.
Ballance would
have something
else to smile
about when he
was presented

certificate for
having the “Best

Stacy Fulmer (left) and Greg Smith enjoy each other’s
company, which is the biggest appeal of Purple Day —
having the chance to have fun with friends.

D.R. BAKER

CBC1258123

Custom Homes and Remodels
Dalton R. Baker

Owner

daltonrbaker@gmail.com
www.drbakerconstruction.com

shirt.

Tyler Williams — Best at Show ‘n’ Tell. “Mama” that he got painted

on his arm.

352-266-8587

—_—
J

Classified Ads 904-964-6305 .

Class Ads newspaper is subject to tention to make any such Commercial Proper- if no answer. 904-662- coverage in Bradford, may be obtained from the ~ minimum of 2 years of
the Federal Fair Hous- preference, limitation or 3735. Union & Keystone Bradford County Road experience directly re-
06/20/24 ing Act of 1968 in which discrimination.” Familial ty (Rent, Lease, Sale) Heights. Writing expe- Department, 812 B North lated to Comprehensive
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estate advertising in this

limitation or discrimi-
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color, religion, sex or
national origin, or an in-
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59

For Sale
Building Materials
Personal Services

with parents or legal cus-
todians, pregnant women
and people securing
custody of children under
18. This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate
in which is in violation

of the law. Our readers
are hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised
in this newspaper are
available on an equal
opportunity basis. To
complain of discrimina-
tion, call HUD toll-free at
1-800-669-9777, the toll-
free telephone number
for the hearing impaired
is 1-800-927-9275. For

W. Call Street, next to
Walgreens. $700/mo. 1st,
last & security. Call 904-
964-6305.

50
For Rent

WE HAVE 2 OR 3 bed-
room MH, clean, close to
prison. Call 352-468-1323

NEWLY RENOVATED
2BR/2BA SW, 3BR/2BA
DW Lake Butler. No pets.
18 acres for sale. Starke-
Lake Butler. 1-678-438-
6828

& security. Call Marty
Shaw 904-964-9222.

53 A
Yard Sales

Yard Sale: 213 West Mi-
mosa Dr, Starke. Come
see us on Saturday June
22" 8am-1pm. Toys,
clothes, furniture, house-
wares, and much more.

57
For Sale

MUSICAL EQUIPMENT
for sale. Amps, speaker
cabinets, guitars. Hamp-

Assignments are all office
based and often require
night meeting and activ-
ities. Not a part-time gig.
Call for appt. at 904-964-
6305 or send resume to
P.O. Drawer A, Starke,
FL. 32091.

THE BRADFORD Coun-
ty Road Department

is currently accepting
applications for a full-
time, qualified Heavy
Equipment Operator at a
pay rate to be determined
by level of experience.
Applicants must possess
a High School Diploma
or G.E.D. and a valid

at www.bradfordcountyfl.
gov The deadline for
accepting applications is
June 28, 2024, before the
close of business. Brad-
ford County is an Equal
Opportunity Employer.
For questions, please call
904-966-6243.

THE UNION County
Board of County Commis-
sioners is hiring a Code
Enforcement/ Planning
and Zoning Director po-
sition. This position is an
exempt full-time position,
with an expected work
schedule of 40hrs/week,
Monday - Friday. Starting

Enforcement, including
zoning codes. Must be
able to pass a pre-em-
ployment drug screen and
FDLE background check.
Please apply in person at
the Union County Board
of County Commission-
ers’ office, located at 15
NE 1st St., Lake Butler Fl,
32054. Deadline to apply
is July 18, 2024. Union
County is an equal oppor-
tunity and ADA compliant
employer who gives vet-
erans preference.
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Obituaries

Sherry Barnett

Sherry Beatrice Ogden Barnett was born
April 17, 1956, and spent most of her life
in Union County, except for one college
semester at BYU in Utah, where the snow
sent her running back to Florida. She was
the first high school and college graduate
in her family, given the love of reading
and education from her father, Woody.
Together, with her husband of 46 years,
Douglas Barnett Sr., they created a life and
family based on faith in Jesus Christ, faith
in each other, joy, laughter, commitment,
forgiveness, and as many beach vacations as possible. As an educator for
over 30 years in the Union County School System, she was a friend and
mentor to generations. Once, when asked what she was most proud of in
her life, she answered, “That anyone can sit next to me anywhere and be
themselves, knowing I will not judge them.” Her life was devoted to Christ
as a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, where she
served in various volunteer positions for over 40 years. Her life of service
was instilled by her mother, Jeraline, and extended to all. She would quietly
find someone in need, anonymously pay a stranger’s dental bill, or purchase
a local family’s Christmas gifts; living the scripture Matthew 6:2. She lived
her life by the motto, “Life is to be enjoyed, not just endured,” which, to her,
included eating dessert first and laughing as much as possible. She passed
away peacefully at home, a home she designed as her “dream home” 30
years ago. Her last days were spent laughing, surrounded by family, friends
and her three cats. The family is comforted in the promised blessings of the
Atonement of Jesus Christ that she is now standing in full health with her
loved ones who preceded her in death, her parents; husband of 46 years,
Doug Barnett Sr.; and her siblings, Buddy Ogden and Kristin Akers, all
together again in a vision of wholeness with no more disease, addiction, or
ailments in a most perfect form of glory for time and all eternity.

Until they meet again, she will be missed and celebrated by her children,
Doug (Michele) Barnett Jr. of Fort Worth, Ashley (Javier) Campanini of
Alachua, and Ryan Barnett of Lake Butler; her grandchildren, Brendan
and Morgan Barnett of Fort Worth; and her siblings, Susan Akers of Lake
City, Russel (Dorinda) Akers of Lake Butler, Stewart Akers of Homosassa,
and Ane-Elise Worthington (Shawn Henderson) of Lake Butler; along with
numerous friends and family.

The family received friends for a visitation on Wednesday, June 19, at
Archer-Milton Funeral Home. A graveside service will be held at 11 a.m. on
Thursday, June 20, at Oak Grove Cemetery.

Arrangements are under the care and direction of Archer-Milton
FuneralHome.386-496-2008 www.archerfuneralhome.com

PAID OBITUARY

Johnny Ghent Jr.

Johnny Ghent Jr., 85, of Lawtey passed away on Friday, June 14, 2024,
at Haven Hospice Center in Gainesville. He attended the local schools of
Bradford County and retired from Lawtey Correctional Institution. He
served in the United States Army.

He is survived by his wife, Ruby D. Ghent; his children, Kimberly Ghent
and Lillian T. Heizer; grandson, Christopher J. Heizer; and a host of nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins and sorrowing friends.

Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, June 22, at St. John’s
Missionary Baptist Church in Lawtey. Interment will take place at Peetsville
Cemetery in Lawtey under the direction of Haile Funeral Home Inc., 802
N. Oak St., Starke, 32091. 904-964-7905. Visitation for friends will be held
Friday, June 21, at St. John’s Missionary Baptist Church in Lawtey from 4
p.m. until 6 p.m. The cortege will form at the residence of Mrs. Ruby Ghent,
21211 NE 17th Ave., Lawtey, Florida 32058 at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, June
22.

PAID OBITUARY

Michael A. Green

Michael Andreu Green, 78, passed away from natural causes on
Wednesday, June 12, 2024. Born July 5, 1945, he was the fourth child of
former Congressman Robert Alexis (Lex) and Lucile Harris Green. Brain
trauma from a premature birth left Michael unable to verbally communicate;
however, he was highly gifted in other ways, such as having an extraordinary
ability to do mathematics, computer games, and puzzles. He had resided at
Tacachale Center in Gainesville since the early 1960s, where he was treated
like “family” and was well taken care of by its dedicated staff. He was
predeceased by his parents; and his elder brother, retired Judge R.A. (Buzzy)
Green Jr.

He is survived by his sister, Sandra (Lu) Green Sanders of Starke; and his
brother, William (Bill) Green of Tallahassee.

Funeral services will be held at New River Baptist Church at 11 a.m. on
Wednesday, June 26. Interment will follow at New River Baptist Church
Cemetery.

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke 904-964-
6200 www .jonesgallagherth.com.

PAID OBITUARY

Jackson
Building Supply
“Senwing Oun Community For Over 60 Years”

+*LUMBER & BUILDING MATERIALS - HAND & POWER TOOLS
* PAINT, LADDERS & SUPPLIES = HOME & FARM HARDWARE
+ ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING SUPPLIES - BATHROOM VANITIES
* HOT WATER HEATERS

« LAWN & GARDEN

Jesus answered, “T am the way LAKE BUTLER

and the truth and the life. No 145 SW 6th Ave.

one comes to the Father except
496-3079

through me. John 14:6

* METAL ROOFING & SHINGLES
+ DOORS & WINDOWS

STARKE
US-3018

964-6078

Charles Custom Memorials

Serving Families in North Florida since 1973

The area’s largest supplier of Colored Granite

When Quality Counts, You Can Count On Us
STARKE OFFICE OPEN 8:30 to 5:00 MON-FRI

Hwy 301 North, Starke * 904-964-2010

(Next to Best Western)

Primary Location in Lake City at 561 NW Hilton Ave.

CharlesMonuments.com

Member of Better Business Bureau
Monument Builders of North America
Florida Monument Builders

FL Lic. # F037700

William Redding

William Henry Redding, 78, known
affectionately as “Billy” or “Bill,” of San
Mateo passed away Saturday, June 15,
2024, at HCA Florida Putnam Hospital in
Palatka. He was born in Palatka to proud
parents, Lonnie and Minnie Redding Sr. He
attended Bradford County schools and was \

a graduate of Bradford High School. He \
was a self-employed telecommunications

contractor for the majority of his adult life. !

In his spare time, he loved boating and

fishing. He loved the Lord and his family

and was one of the most generous men you’d meet. If Bill was your friend,
you had a friend for life. He was preceded in death by his parents; and his
loving wife, Brenda (Aycock) Redding in 2016.

He is survived by his son, Eric (Megan) Redding of Jacksonville;
stepchildren, Starla (Cory) Hershey of Hastings and Rhonda (Van) Norris;
granddaughter, Emma; step-grandchildren, Skyla, Cort, Ashely, and Amy;
step-great-grandchildren, Lincoln and Lennox; siblings, Joy (Ronnie) Beck
of Middleburg, Lonnie (Alethia) Redding Jr. of Starke, and Jerry (Carol)
Redding and Roger (Karen) Redding, both of Lawtey; as well as numerous
nieces and nephews.

Final memorialization will be by cremation.

Hawke M.T. Forbes and H.M. “Hank” Forbes Jr. of Forbes Funeral Home
are honored to assist the family with the arrangements. 409 W. Macclenny
Ave., Macclenny, Florida, 32063 “With Your Family in Mind”. 904-259-
4600. Please leave your condolences for the family in the online guestbook
at www.forbesfuneralhome.net

PAID OBITUARY

Esther Romero

Esther Sarria Romero, 92, went to
her heavenly home on Thursday, June
13, 2024, under the care of Community
Hospice at Ascension St. Vincent’s
Hospital in Jacksonville. Born on April
28, 1932, in Pinar del Rio, Cuba, she was
loved by many. She was blessed with a 3
wonderful spirit and a loving heart for all. | & &
Across her many years of employment in &2 |
the Bradford County School System as a o l:".T*L
para-professional, teacher’s assistant and 4
pre-K worker, she was known for her
love and compassion for children and her
kind words for everyone. She was called “Mima” by so many of those who
knew her and was a devoted wife to her husband, Epifanio, and a loving
and dedicated mother to her daughter, Esther. She was preceded in death by
her loving husband of 58 years, Dr. Epifanio Romero; her parents, Manuel
and Enriqueta Sarria; her sisters, Antonia Vergara, Lorenza Bobadilla,
Basilia Vigil, and Nidia Machin; her brother, Leocadio Sarria; as well as
her grandson, Adam Christopher Hardy; and great-grandson, Colby James
Hardy.

She is survived by her daughter, Esther Romero (Don) Hardy; her
grandson, Donald (Amy) Hardy Jr.; and two great-granddaughters, Abigail
Hardy and Riley Hardy. She is also survived by her brothers, Alfredo,
Manolo, and Jorge Sarria; and many nieces and nephews who mostly reside
in south Florida.

If you were blessed to know and work with her, please join her family in
celebrating her life. The family will receive friends at First Baptist Church
on Friday, June 28, from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. The Celebration of Life service
will be held at 11 a.m. on Friday, June 28, at First Baptist Church of Starke,
with Pastor Matthew Page and Wailon Haston presiding. A short interment
service will follow at Crosby Lake Cemetery.

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke, 904-964-
6200 www.jonesgallagherfh.com.

PAID OBITUARY

Larry Shannon Sr.

Larry “David” Shannon Sr., 76, of
Starke died Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at
‘Windsor Health and Rehabilitation Center.

Survivors are his wife, Linda Coker
Shannon;  children, Sheila  (Chad)
Thornton, Dana Lynn Jones, Larry
David (Kweli) Shannon II; three sisters;
10 grandchildren; and extended family
members and friends.

Memorial ~ services  were  held
Wednesday June 19, at Archie Tanner
Memorial Chapel.

Arrangements were under the care
and direction of V. Todd Ferreira Funeral
Services and Archie Tanner Memorial Chapel, Starke, 904-964-5757.

Alana Singleton

Alana Lee Singleton, 31, passed away
on Friday, June 7, 2024, at Haven Hospice
Lake City. She was born on July 30, 1992,
in Jacksonville. She dedicated her life to
caring for others as a nurse, exemplifying
kindness and empathy in all she did. She
was a beloved mother, daughter, and sister.
Her time on this earth was far too short,
however, she will forever be remembered
as a strong, independent, and free-spirited
woman.

She is survived by her loving family, her
father, Don, of Lake Butler; her mother,
Pat Singleton, of Lake Butler; her sister,
Jessica Bicknell of Santa Rosa Beach; and
her cherished daughter, Autumn Brooks of
Canton, Georgia.

Her final memorialization will be by cremation under the care and direction
of Archer-Milton Funeral Home. 386-496-2008 www.archerfuneralhome.
com

PAID OBITUARY

Robert Taylor atn :

Robert David Taylor of Starke passed
away surrounded by his loved ones on
Thursday, June 13, 2024, at North Florida

Regional Hospital, Gainesville. He was 'ilm o .#" l
born on June 30, 1957, to Lee Taylor L ! H
and Kathrine Fugatt. He graduated from jf -J‘\\ y
Bradford High School in 1975. He was a i i P

painter and mechanic by trade and later
retired to be devoted to his wife and to ! i :_';‘,,.‘:f"-.;
mentor his children and grandchildren.
Robert and Theresa shared a loving

marriage of 50 years. He truly loved his ¢
family deeply and strongly. He was of the b
Baptist faith and a member of Madison
Street Baptist Church. His passion was
being with his family and joking with his friends. He was preceded in death
by a son, Robbie; father, Lee Taylor; mother, Katherine Fugatt; stepmother,
Blanche Taylor; and great-granddaughter, Ivory Rose Mosley

He is survived by his wife Theresa; daughter, Terry, of Starke; son, Timmy
(Amberly) of Starke; son, Michael of Starke; daughter, Donna (Chris) of
Gainesville; and son, Daniel, of Starke. Also left are 24 grandchildren;
12 great- grandchildren with one more on the way; sister, Joann (Arthur)
Denman of Lawtey; sisters-in-law, Lela, Judy, and Marcella; along with
numerous nieces, nephews, extended family, and close friends.

The family will receive friends on Thursday, June 20, from 10 a.m. until
11 a.m., with funeral services beginning at 11 a.m. at Madison Street Baptist
Church. Interment will follow at Lawtey Cemetery with Pastor Richard
Cason officiating all services.

Arrangements are by Jones-Gallagher Funeral Home of Starke, 904-964-
6200. www.jonesgallagherth.com.

PAID OBITUARY

LOWERY

Continued from page 8

work and consistency in this
sport,” Reynolds said.

Reynolds said Lowery also
proved that one could adapt to
new situations, alluding to the
fact that Keystone won the state
championship in the snatch event
the first year it was implemented.

“You’re never too experienced
to try something new and get out
of your comfort zone,” Reynolds
said.

Aside from athletic successes
(Lowery also coached undefeated

seasons in  junior  varsity
football), what Lowery will
remember the most about his time
at KHHS are the relationships he
established, whether they were
with fellow coaches, teachers
and administrators or, most
importantly, the students.

“The kids are what have made
this decision hard,” Lowery
said. “It’s so much more than

Coach Jakob Alvarez.

Lantz Lowery is pictured with the 2022-23 KHHS weightlifting team, which won

the Class 1A traditional state championship — the Indians’ third straight state

title. Keystone was the state runner-up in the Olympic event. Pictured are: (front,
I-r) Assistant Coach Doug Jones, Lowery, Landon Hovsepian, Bo Overton, Tyler
Anthony-Rozier (with his brother, Chase, to his right), Colton Hollingsworth,

Reid Begue, Assistant Coach Steve Reynolds, (back, I-r) Assistant Coach Nick
Verschaeve, Davin Adams, Declan Shine, Jackson Herman, Bryar Schenck, Jed
Tisdale, Brayden Wester (behind Tisdale), Trey Jeffries, Tyler Duncan, Jayden
Goodman, Dakota Roper, Sam Ulsch, Bryson Wester, Wyatt Van Zant and Assistant

weightlifting or football. The
relationships that you build with
the young men, just teaching
them how to become adults.
They’re going to be dads.
They’re going to be husbands
one day. That takes hard work.”

Dickinson said, “He has done

more for these kids than just
win state championships. He has
taught them how to believe in
themselves and that anything is
possible through hard work and
dedication. He taught them life
skills and gave them memories
that they will never forget. He
taught them how to handle

disappointment with honor and
how to move forward from that
disappointment by outworking
everybody else.”

Lowery, who once worked for
UPS, said he never expected to
do what he wound up doing at
KHHS, but it wound up being
something he was obviously

good at.
Leaving KHHS is bittersweet,
but he’s excited about the future.
“You turn the page,” Lowery
said. “Now, it’s time to get after
it all over again and see what
Palatka has to offer.”
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The hiring of a laveyer is an important decision that
should not be based solely upon advertisements.
Before you decide, ask us to send you information
about our qualifications and experience.

Curtis A. “Lex” Sanders
Attorney at Law

o Personal Injury

« Divorce and Family
 Bankruptcy

o Criminal Law

« Auto Accidents

« Real Estate

o Traffic/DUI

o Wills, Trusts, Probate
« Estate Planning

(904) 964-4111

407 W. Georgia St. » Starke

o

Temg,mcealﬂty

Complete

TREE SERVICE
& STUMP GRINDING

Free Estimates Provided!

We do tree removal, tree trimming, and skid
steer mulching. We have a lift for those hard-to-
reach heights and places! WE DO IT ALL!

904'364'1065 Fully Insured
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| Arc of Bradford Purple Day 2024

LT ;

Chris Miller (far right) enjoys dancing with Arc staff
members Melinda Godwin (far left) and Savannah
Godwin. It was fitting that Miller later received a
certificate for being the “Best Dance Machine.”

‘

T.J. Barker was named “Biggest Jokester,” but he
proved he can be serious when it comes to grilling
burgers.

Eric Miller dances as he’s feeling good after cooling
off on the water slide.

Robbie Pickering (left) has some fun with Richard
Miller — the kind of fun that resulted in Pickering
earning a certificate for being the Biggest Kidder.

Rodney Coar (left) and Terrance Holmes beat the heat AyJay Pernell (left) helps consumer Terrance Holmes

James Spoon has hooked himself a prize in the . h =1
with snow cones. enjoy the mini waterpark.

fishing game.

John Smith (left) and Richard Miller enjoy a cool | - B TOBACCO FREE UNION PRACTICES

plunge at the bottom of the slide.

Jon Farrell participates in a
game of cornhole.

2 5

Educating Building strong Promoting
Community community healthy and
members on relationships for nicotine free
tobacco-related collaborative lifestyles.
issues, efforts.

LEFT: Arc staff
member La’Kia
Radford (left)
enjoys some
time with William
Vandervoort.
BELOW LEFT:
Chris Ballance
gets wet from
all directions.
BELOW
RIGHT: Terri
Smith tosses a
horseshoe.

" The mission of Tobacco Free Union is to advance policies that will help end nicotine
addiction in Union County. We work collectively towards eliminating initiation and use
of tobacco and alternative nicotine products among Union County residents,
supporting tobaceo policy change and educating decision makers about the impacts

Steven Garfield adds a of tobacco use and nicotine addiction on the lives of Union County residents and

bit of green to his tie-dye visitors.

shirt. TOBACCO FREE UNION MEETINGS

The Tobacco Free Partnership of Union will meet on google meet virtually
at 3:15 pm
To receive an invite to the meeting email:

infoetobaccofreeunioncounty.com

2024-2025
Meeting Dates
September 18,2024
November 20, 2024
February 19, 2025
April 16, 2025

Eric Miller shows off a
smile as he enjoys a snow
cone and a snack.
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As we prepare to celebrate our nationa day,
raise your flag high with pride.
Please tell all of the children what it means.
s — 3 Tractor Supply sells American-made US.A. flags.
(=== Dollar General sells American-made US.A. flags for children

and longer stick flags. If you prefer a US.A. flag made in

“Paid communist China, Wal-mart sells them.

Advertisement”
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for allowing me to continue serving as your Sheriff of Bradford County.
I wanted to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all the
citizens and businesses who have shown their support and encouragement:

JACKSON

Continued from page 8

Jackson, a front-row player,
said she was considering some
other schools such as Webber
International ~ University  in
Babson Park. Edward Waters,
though, seems like a place she’ll
be comfortable at.

“When I went to try out, it just
felt like home,” Jackson said. “It
felt like somewhere I wanted to
be.”

Jackson said she felt a
connection with the Edward
Waters players. That wouldn’t
surprise LeMire, who said
Jackson is the type of person
others want to be around.

“She has so much leadership
and a great personality,” LeMire
said, adding, “I only coached her
one year, but I could see how
much people looked up to her.”

The BHS coach said Jackson
is the type of player who gets

r"

along with coaches as well as
teammates.

“Every time I would offer a
new way of doing something, she
was always open to it,” LeMire
said. “She always said, ‘Yes,
ma’am,” normally with a smile
on her face. She always tried to
do it. Whether it worked or didn’t
work, she always tried to do it for
me.

“She was always willing to
do whatever I needed her to
do without me having to ask
multiple times. She was ready to
go. I was super thankful for that.”

In preparing to play in college,
Jackson said she has to improve
her strength and endurance.

Being mentally tough is also
something she’s striving for.

“Got to get that mind
strengthened,” she said.

LeMire said every player, of
course, goes through a process
of adapting and improving in
making the transition from high
school to college. Other than

_ START
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that, LeMire said Jackson has
only “very small, little things” to
improve upon.

What’ll help Jackson the most
is how she responds to coaching.

“Every coach has their
different ways, how they talk to
you and communicate, what they
do and where they put you even,”
LeMire said. “I think she is a
player who will adapt easily and
won’t complain. She might not
always like it, but I don’t think
she’s a player who’s ever going
to show you that.”

For now, though, there’s
nothing not to like. Jackson was
excited on her signing day, saying
she had registered for her classes
that same day. She’s officially a
college student-athlete. Now, all
she’s waiting for is to take that
first step onto the court as an
Edward Waters Tiger.

“Of course, I'm going to be
nervous. I’'m nervous about most
everything,” Jackson said, “but I
feel like it’s going to be fun.”

(1] Starke VBS

Serving my community, Bradford County has been an absolute honor and b
prw:lege for me. I have been serving since 1986 and have held the position of

Sheriff since 2008. Throughout my tenure, I have cons:stently set the
highest standards by leading by example, being responsive, promoting

ethical behavior, and ensuring fairness within the Agency. I expect the same
level of commitment from every employee, regardless of their rank or
significance. With nearly 95 full-time and 40 part-time employees, as well as
a budget of approximately 8 million dollars, it is impossible for me to be k
everywhere and have knowledge of everything. However, it is my
responsibility to choose, mentor, and promote individuals who share my
core values and dedication to our profession. As your Sheriff, I will continue
to provide the necessary expertise and ensure the stability of

a strong and effective Public Service Agency.

As the Chief Law Enforcement Officer for Bradford County, my 4
responsibilities are outlined in Florida State Statutes. However, beyond
these requirements, I work tirelessly to meet the needs of our communities.}
I have assembled a team of individuals who demonstrate excellent
character, sound judgment, and unparalleled skills in maintaining law and
order in Bradford County. These individuals are well-trained, well-equipped,
skillfully managed, and properly deployed, and I am extremely proud of
their competence and accountability.

I want to thank my wife and family for always being by my side and supporting i
me in the finest times as well as in some of my most difficult times. They have had
to take some of the worst in our community in an attempt to demoralize me or¥
the office of sheriff. Because of my family, I have always stood strong in my
commitment to my community. To this, I love You!

I serve with the best women and men in the law enforcement profession.
They work hard every day to keep our community safe and the best place to
live, work, and raise a family, to that I will always be forever thankful.

To the community, which is my “heart of home”, there is no place more
amazing, supportive, and genuinely the best, thank you for trusting in me
and allowing me to serve you.

Thank You for entrusting me for another four years, because nobody will
Love Bradford County more than Your Sheriff!!!

Singerely
GordonfSmith

EXPERIENCED - PROVEN - COMMITTED
Paid Political Advertisement, Paid for by Gordon Smith Republican for Sheriff




